
Middle-aged sisters gathering
Mountain Visions: Embracing Dreams Anew

Sisters of Providence between the ages of 45 and 65 were invited to what was called 
a “Middle-aged Sisters Gathering” in Spokane the weekend of October 7.  The 40 sisters 
pictured here came from throughout the province to participate in a time of sharing and 
visioning facilitated by Provincial/Leadership Team Coordinator Margaret Botch, SP.  

Prior to the gathering, sisters were asked to read Joan Chittister’s keynote address 
given in August to the Assembly of the Leadership Conference of Women Religious (LCWR), 
“Remember the Vision; Embracing the Dream.”  She described women religious as being at 
a crossroads today and offered two major points.  The first:  “There is some summit toward 
which every life is bent.  All we really need is to find the faith it will take to complete the 
journey.”  The second point:  “The dream of living in the Promised Land is not guaranteed 
simply because it was promised in the vision.  To bring a vision to reality, the dream must 
be embraced.”

Brief reflections from the “Middle-aged Sisters Gathering” are offered here by a few of 
the Sisters of Providence present. ●

6 ●

Editor’s note:

Front row, from left:  Srs. Karin Dufault, Judy George, Jacqueline Fernandes, Marilyn Charette, Katherine Smith, 
Lynn Chappell and Felma Cerezo.  Middle row, from left:  Srs. Maureen Newman, Beatrice LaFramboise, Margaret 
Pastro, Josefina Ramac, Helen Mason, Rosalie Locati, Sharon Fitzpatrick, Dianne Crawford, AnnMary Vu; 
probationary transfer Sr. Suzette Bautista, SPC; Patricia Vartanian, Fe Sumalde, Lang Tran, Jeanette Heindl, 
Annette Seubert, Kaye Belcher and Blanca Sagles.  Back row, from left:  Srs. Barbara Schamber, Teresa White,
Liz Cole, JoAnn Showalter, Beverly Dunn, Joan Gallagher, Karen Hawkins, Frances Stacey, Paula Cosko, Patricia 
Glen, Clare Lentz, Eleanor Goligoski, Mary Kaye Nealen, Celia Chappell, Mary Alice Miller and Sue Orlowski.

✳  ✳  ✳



✳  ✳  ✳

I came to this gathering with an 
open heart and open mind with a lot 
of expectations of just being with my 
contemporaries in the community of Mother 
Joseph Province.  I was not disappointed.  
Joan Chittister’s  article was both energizing 
and challenging.  We were able to discuss 
the article in depth.  The best part of the 
weekend for me personally was the faith 
sharing.  The readings were a connection 
to Joan’s words and touched us all deeply.  
The other highlight for all of us was being 
present for Sister Vilma’s vows.  (See story 
on Page 16.) Vilma’s joy and faith journey 
filled us with hope and love and awe.
We closed the weekend with a blessing 
of each of us to go forth to be the 
face of Providence today!  I go forth 
aware of being loved by God and my 
community. – Patricia Glen, SP

✳  ✳  ✳

The weekend gathering of “middle-
aged” sisters was memorable because 
the trust level was so high that we could 
share freely about ourselves, our values, 
dreams, and hopes.  It was as though we 
were blood sisters caring and sharing.  It 
gave me new energy and vitality just to 
be with my sisters. – Clare Lentz, SP

✳  ✳  ✳

I really enjoyed the meeting because 
we had time to really have a conversation 
with each other at our tables.  I did not 
feel rushed for the first time when we 
have gatherings like this.  I found that,  
at least in my group, we were talking to 
each other and sharing and not just “small 
talk.” – Jacqueline Fernandes, SP

✳  ✳  ✳

It was great to have an opportunity 
to be in a different setting from regular 
“meetings”.  I was glad to learn more 
about our newer sisters and found that 
those with whom I had strong bonds 
many years ago — the depth of that bond 
continues today.  It was a real reflection 
for me about how much some sisters have 
had to deal with and how they have faced 
life’s challenges.  I also discovered that 
“support” is sometimes “miles away,” 
but still real. – Helen Mason, SP

What various geographic distances 
throughout our ministry assignments 
kept apart, the middle-aged sisters 
weekend brought together with joy, 
discussions and in-depth faith sharing 
led by Margaret Botch, SP, Provincial.  I 
am grateful to have been a participant 
who shared in this process of discussing 
Joan Chittister’s talk and assessing how 
it applies to the SP Community today.  
The outreach that each of us accepted to 
accomplish will continue to move us into 
a new future. – Barbara Schamber, SP

✳  ✳  ✳

During the years, our ministries and 
responses to the needs of the day have 
often been carried out separately from 
one another because of the mere reality 
of our limited number of members.  The 
meeting of the middle-aged sisters 
gave us an opportunity to renew our 
bonds with one another and to begin to 
share our visions for the future.  Sister 
Margaret Botch began leading us in this 
process of discovery.  The journey has 
only just begun. – Paula Cosko, SP

✳  ✳  ✳

The weekend was a time to deepen 
bonds on a personal and faith level. It 
renewed my belief that there is a future 
full of hope for us as SPs of MJP as we 
recommit ourselves to change the face of 
the mountain by taking our bodies where 
our hearts are. – Annette Seubert, SP

✳  ✳  ✳

It is possible to prepare for the future
without knowing what it will be.

The primary way to prepare for the 
unknown is to attend to the quality 
of our relationships and how well 
we know and trust one another.

– Margaret Wheatley

This was a time to spend in our 
“relational components” as Sisters, 
which is much deeper than “knowing 
about” a Sister. – Kaye Belcher, SP

✳  ✳  ✳

 The gathering was a “sacred” 
moment, a profound sharing happened 
and we got to know the Sisters whom 
we share with in a deeper level. Just 
like the quote from Margaret Wheatley; 
this says it all. – Josie Ramac, SP

✳  ✳  ✳
 

I found our meeting a very encouraging 
gathering.  Sr. Margaret led us in a 
process through which we were able 
to deeply share our lives, our faith, 
our hopes and dreams guided by Joan 
Chittister’s article.  The relational aspect 
of our deep care for the Community, for 
each other, and for those we serve was 
very evident. – Jeanette Heindl, SP

✳  ✳  ✳

I found this time one of getting to 
know who we in this age group really 
are in Mother Joseph Province.  It was 
an experience of being a vital part of 
the whole. – Sharon Fitzpatrick, SP

✳  ✳  ✳

I came away thanking God for 
belonging to such a varied, wonderful 
group of compassionate, joyful women.  
I really believe together we can make 
a difference to God’s world and bring 
God’s hope, love and life to His/Her 
people. – Dianne Crawford, SP

✳  ✳  ✳

Going into the meeting, I was 
wondering what was going to happen 
or come of our gathering.  The meeting 
energized me and raised my hopes about 
the future. – Elizabeth Cole, SP

✳  ✳  ✳

My experience of our gathering was 
a rejuvenation of my own spirit and a 
reconnection deepening relationship 
with sisters who I have “known” for 
years.  I was deeply touched by the 
transparency, compassionate listening 
and supportive responses from the sisters 
with whom I shared.  What beautiful 
women we are! – Rosalie Locati, SP

✳  ✳  ✳ ●7



Mother Joseph of the Sacred Heart was born 
Esther Pariseau on April 16, 1823, in St. Elzear, Quebec.  
She was educated at home by her mother and learned 
carpentry, woodworking and use of tools from her 
father, a respected wheelwright in Montreal.  As a young 
woman, she heard Bishop Ignace Bourget of Montreal 
describe the ministries of the newly formed religious 
community, the Sisters of Providence.  On December 26, 
1843, Esther’s father presented her to Emilie Gamelin, 
foundress and superior of the Sisters of Providence.  

As a novice, Esther was trained in nursing in the 
sisters’ pharmacy and infirmary in Montreal.  Her sewing 
skills were honed in the roberie, and she learned to 
carve fine wax figures.  She also assisted the treasurer 
with the daily tasks of marketing, baking and laundry.  
Pronouncing vows in 1845, Esther took the new name of 
Sister Joseph.  She cared for the elderly women boarders, 
took charge of the community’s financial accounts and 
cared for sisters afflicted with typhus and cholera during 
epidemics in Montreal.  As Mother Gamelin lay dying 
of cholera in 1851, Sister Joseph was the nurse at her 
bedside, caring for her in her last moments.  Talented 
in many areas, Sister Joseph was appointed assistant 
to the community’s new superior, Mother Caron.

In 1852, Bishop AMA Blanchet requested missionary 
sisters for his diocese of Nesqually in the distant Pacific 
Northwest.  Although she wanted to go, Sister Joseph was 
not selected; the young community needed her skills in 
Montreal.  Traveling to the Northwest, this first group 
relocated to Chile, establishing the Sisters of Providence 
there.  Four years later, Bishop Bourget requested a second 
group of missionaries and Sister Joseph was selected.

In 1856, thirteen years after entering the Sisters 
of Providence, she and four companions left Montreal 
for the distant Washington Territory.  Sister Joseph 
was appointed superior and given the title Mother.  
Bishop Bourget added “of the Sacred Heart” to her name 
because he declared that it was through the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus that the mission would succeed.

MOTHER JOSEPH OF THE 
                    SACRED HEART

As Superior, Mother Joseph was besieged with 
requests from clergy and civic leaders to bring the sisters’ 
works to towns throughout the West.  Resources, both 
human and financial, were always in short supply but 
it was difficult for Mother Joseph to refuse. Perceptive 
to a town’s needs, she balanced them against the 
community’s resources and the opportunity for success.  

After 10 years as superior, Mother Joseph was named 
treasurer with the responsibility for construction of all the 
sisters’ buildings in the region.  Freed from the responsibility 
of community governance, Mother Joseph focused her 
skills on property, construction and fund raising.  During 
the years Mother Joseph established, designed and built 
institutions of education, health care and social service, 
she employed all her professional and personal skills to 
limit and reduce the ever-present debt.  Heavily dependent 
on donations to support their work with the orphans, the 
poor and the sick, she and other sisters conducted lengthy, 
dangerous begging trips by horseback and river boat to 
mines and lumber camps throughout the West.  Mother 
Joseph acknowledged her dislike for “the toilsome task 
of begging,” but undertook it for the good of others.

Before coming west, Mother Joseph made a personal vow 
of perfection “to perform all her acts in the most perfect 
manner, according to the lights of her conscience as it appear 
to her”.  This vow and her exacting personality guided all 
her work and drove her to expect perfection in others. 
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Statue of a kneeling Mother Joseph

  “builder of services”

 At her 50th anniversary as a Sister of Providence in 
1895, Mother Joseph’s companions honored her for specific 
talents for which she had become known: seamstress, 
carpenter, painter, sculptor, blacksmith, farmer, watchmaker, 
locksmith, architect and mechanic.  But the description 
they thought fit her best was “builder of services,” for 
she spent her life seeing to it that the poor were cared 
for, the homeless sheltered, the sick tended, the hungry 
fed.  All the rest -- the building and the sculpting, the 
sewing and the painting, the farming and the begging 
-- were done to carry out this goal of service.



As the sisters’ architect, Mother Joseph 
acquired a reputation for quality craftsmanship. 
Workmen conceded to her accuracy in building 
operations, whether a plot of land, building design, 
chimney foundations, roofs or fence poles. 

Mother Joseph was a deeply spiritual woman.  Her 
boundless charity and zeal were seen as work done in 
imitation of Jesus.  Throughout her life, the trials and 
sacrifices of missionary life were balanced by confidence 
in God and his assistance and the consolation of helping 
others.  As a missionary shaped by church teachings, 
her community’s rule, a personal vow of perfection and a 
strong work ethic, Mother Joseph accepted suffering and 
inconvenience in order to do good for those in need.  

Mother Joseph was many things to different 
people.  Some saw her as intense, resourceful, strong 
willed, determined.  To others she was motherly, 
prayerful, artistic, affectionate and humorous. To the 
orphan children who came under her care, she was an 
unfailingly tender and protective mother.  To all she was 
a compassionate visionary with gifts for creating and 
building.  Among her traits were humility, simplicity 
and the desire to foster the talent of others: she always 
signed her name ‘Sister Joseph,’ never using ‘Mother.’ 

Today, Mother Joseph is remembered because 
her works speak with so much power to people as 
individuals.  The citizens of Vancouver led the effort 
to have a statue of her dedicated in National Statuary 
Hall, Washington, D.C., in 1980.  A group of sixth-
grade students promoted a bill to have her birthday 
declared a holiday in Washington State in 1996.  The 
Sisters of Providence annually recognize an individual 
whose work with those in need exemplifies Mother 
Joseph.  Countless others carry out her compassion 
and vision through the health care and education 
ministries sponsored by the Sisters of Providence.  

After 46 years in the Northwest, Mother Joseph 
died from a brain tumor, metastasis from breast cancer.  
Even on her death bed, she held the concerns of others 
first, instructing the sisters, “Do not forget the poor… 
Whatever concerns the poor is always our affair.”  
Mother Joseph died January 19, 1902, and is buried 
with her sisters at St James Acres, Vancouver, WA. ●
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Meet the four            
other foundresses    
in the West
SISTER MARY OF THE PRECIOUS BLOOD

H elen Norton, a native of New York born October 
10, 1838, was one of two young sisters among the foundresses 
in 1856.  She applied to enter the community at age 18, but 
Mother Caron, superior general, felt Helen needed more life 
experiences and encouraged her to continue teaching English at 
St. Isidore, a Providence school at Long Point.   When Mother 
Caron was looking for sisters to send to the Oregon Territory 
at Fort Vancouver in 1856, she recalled that Helen was an 
English teacher, a quality that would be much needed in this 
English-speaking territory. Helen was granted permission to 
enter as a postulant on October 28, 1856, and to travel to Fort 
Vancouver where she would complete her novitiate. Before 
the departure for the West, Bishop Ignace Bourget gave Sister 
Norton her name in religion: Sister Mary of the Precious Blood. 

On December 21, 1856, Mother Joseph wrote to 
Mother Caron about each of the sisters, including 
this statement about the youngest postulant:

Sister Mary of the Precious Blood has a 
great deal of good will; her piety is cool, but 
I believe she is capable of improving.

On March 25, 1857, Sister Mary of the Precious Blood received 
the Holy Habit at the Providence Novitiate in Vancouver, 
Wash., where she taught English to the boarders at Providence 
Academy and assisted with the chores.  She professed vows 
September 19, 1858, and was assigned to teach English.  She 
later became foundress of the Providence St. Joseph School in 
Steilacoom, then returned to Vancouver and became secretary 
of the vicariate and first-grade teacher at Providence Academy. 
After 21 years of ministry in the West, Sister Mary was diagnosed 
with typhoid fever and died October 29, 1877, at the age of 
39.  She is buried at St. James Acres, Vancouver, WA.  ●

The first Sisters of Providence in the West were 
(seated, left to right):  Praxedes of Providence; 
Mother Joseph; Mary of the Precious Blood, 
and (standing, left to right):  Vincent de Paul; 
Blandine of the Holy Angels.

➺➺

SISTER VINCENT DE PAUL

E ntering the Sisters of Providence 
in 1856, Adelaide Theriault was a 30-year-old from Kamouraska, 
Quebec, whose family obligations prevented her from entering 
earlier.  Hoping to assist with finances for her family, she had 
applied to work as a seamstress in the Sisters of Providence 
Mother House in Montreal. Adelaide often thought of becoming 
a sister, but did not feel worthy of the call to religious life. 
When she heard that a bishop, in a far distant place called 
Nesqually in the Washington Territory, wanted to establish a 
foundation of Sisters of Providence there, she confirmed her 



women entered the Vancouver novitiate: Maria Sullivan, Anastasia 
Wall and Nancy Crate, who became Sisters Mary Augustine, 
Philomene of Jesus and John the Baptist, respectively.

Sr. Blandine of the Holy Angels held numerous offices, 
including founding Superior of Our Lady of Seven Dolors Indian 
School, Tulalip, in 1868; St. Joseph Academy, Yakima, 1875; 
and Providence Hospital, Seattle, 1877.  Due to failing health, 
Sr. Blandine returned to the Mother House in Montreal in 1895 
after serving 39 years in the West. When the Sisters in Vancouver 
invited her to return to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the 
foundation there in 1906, she gracefully accepted the invitation 
to return. Sr. Blandine, age 84, died at the Mother House in 
Montreal on the feast of St. Joseph, March 19, 1922, the last 
of the foundresses of the West to return home to God. ●

When sisters were considered to travel to the Washington 
Territory, Mother Caron knew that Sr. Blandine’s excellent 
language skills would be an asset. Sr. Blandine was excited 
by the thought of becoming a missionary, especially if she 
could work with Indian children. After being professed 
for only two months, she was chosen for the long journey 
to the West. She shared in all the manual labor that was 
necessary for the early missionaries in the new foundation 
and also continued her studies in English as well as music. 

In her December 1856 letter to Mother Caron, 
Superior General, Mother Joseph wrote,

Sister Blandine of the Holy Angels, although happy 
and very courageous in her work, is frequently 
influenced by bouts of loneliness and weariness…

When the first mission school, Providence Academy, 
opened on Easter Tuesday, 1857, Sr. Blandine greeted the 
seven pupils with joy as she set out to inspire them with 
devotion to the Blessed Mother. While teaching and serving as 
secretary to Mother Joseph, Sr. Blandine was also appointed 
to serve for a few months as Mistress of Novices for Sisters 
Mary of the Precious Blood and Vincent de Paul. She was 
again appointed Mistress of Novices in 1861, when the first 

10 ●

desire to become a missionary.  Adelaide entered as a 
postulant and as one of the 1856 foundresses of the West. 

In Vancouver, Sister Vincent de Paul, the name given 
Adelaide by Bishop Bourget, put her skills to immediate use. 
She planted a spring garden, baked bread and encouraged 
Catholic families to come to Sunday Mass and a special 
breakfast, and she provided lodging and food for the Indian 
people who came yearly to receive the sacraments. 

Sr. Vincent de Paul landscaped the grounds of the House 
of Providence designed and built by Mother Joseph in 1874.  
With rake and rosary constantly in hand, she kept the Academy 
children busy planting and learning about growing things while 
praying “Hail Mary’s” so the harvest would be bountiful. After 
the day’s work, she would treat the helpers to fruit or pie. 

After laboring in the West for 37 years, Sr. Vincent de 
Paul traveled back to her homeland in 1893 to represent 
the Sisters at the 50th anniversary celebration of the 
founding of the Sisters of Providence in Montreal. Much 
of her later years were spent in the chapel in prayer. 

Sr. Vincent de Paul celebrated her Golden Jubilee as a Sister 
of Providence in 1908.  Just a few months later she became ill 
and died November 19, 1908, at age 82. She is buried beside 
Mother Joseph’s grave at St. James Acres, Vancouver, WA. ●

SISTER BLANDINE OF 
THE HOLY ANGELS

Z ephirien Collin was fluent in both French and 
English, skills that would help in her role as secretary for 
Mother Joseph and later for the Corporation of the House 
of Providence in the West.

Born March 9, 1838, she and her siblings were encouraged by 
their parents to consider religious life. On February 11, 1854, 
Zephirien responded to God’s call and entered the Sisters of 
Providence in Montreal. On August 18, 1856, she pronounced 
her vows at 18 and was given the name Sister Blandine of the 
Holy Angels. 

• Advent Evening of Reflection 
5 p.m. to 9 p.m., Saturday, December 16.

• A Compassionate Service 
Experience for a New Year
24 hours combining presentation, prayer and 
hands-on ministry, from 3 p.m. Friday, 
December 29, to 3 p.m. Saturday, December 30.

• Grant Me a Discerning Heart 
Retreat Day from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. March 10, 2006.

All gatherings are at St. Joseph Residence, 
4800 37th Ave. SW, in West Seattle.

For more information, contact (206)923-4028  
or clare.lentz@providence.org

From the                   
   Vocation Team

We invite single women 
age 18 and older to join us:

Sisters Bea 
LaFramboise, 
Clare Lentz 
and Maria 
Lourdes Cleto

Meet the four other foundresses in the West



SISTER PRAXEDES OF PROVIDENCE

Desanges Lamothe, the 26th member of the 
Sisters of Providence, lived under the direction of Mother 
Emilie Gamelin for six years of her religious life.  Born January 
20, 1820, at Saint Gregoire de Nicolet, Quebec, she lost her 
mother when she was just 13 and took charge of  raising her 
six siblings on the farm managed by their father.  Later, Mr. 
Lamothe would become the director and teacher of St. Gregoire 
School, where Desanges received her education.  One of her 
brothers became a priest and invited Desanges and their 
father to live with him and she could serve as the cook.

Tragically, after only a few months as parish priest, Fr. 
Esdras Lamothe, pastor of St. Aime de Richelieu, died at age 
28, leaving the young Desanges, age 26, unsure about God’s 
plans for her future. She consulted her maternal uncle, Canon 
Prince, who advised her to apply for entrance to the Sisters of 
Providence. While in the novitiate, the chronicles relate that 
Sister Lamothe was “a model of religious simplicity and that 
her obedience and generosity were remarkable.” The typhus 
epidemic had come to Montreal with the Irish, and the sisters 
were called to assist with care of the ill and dying. Normal 
Community retreat days, which preceded the profession of vows, 
were spent in charity to the sick. Desanges was one of the novices 
deprived of the annual retreat. On July 21, 1847, she left her 
work with the very sick patients and pronounced her temporary 
vows at the Chapel of the Asile during the Community Mass. 

After profession, the first office of Sr. Praxedes was to 
care for orphan girls at the Mother House. In 1848 she was 
named Superior of Providence St. Isidore on Long Point, where 
she hired Helen Norton, later to become Sister Mary of the 
Precious Blood, as an English and French teacher. When Mother 
Caron selected sisters for the second group of missionaries to 
be sent to Fort Vancouver, Sister Praxedes was chosen at age 
36 to join them.  Mother Joseph said in her 1856 letter: 

Sister Praxedes of Providence is most helpful to me, 
thanks to the wisdom of her advice. Her virtue has 
been tested by harsh trials; her loneliness and distress 
are such that she feels discouraged at times.  However, 
her deep inner conviction of doing God’s Will and her 
hope of pleasing Jesus, as she states in those difficult 
moments, help soothe the pain.  Since our arrival, 
she has been at work with courage and precision  
which make her the soul of our small efforts. 

 
 

She had all the required aptitudes to hold the 
authority: a great penetration of mind, a good 
judgment, a tireless activity. Her zeal and her 
charity rendered her able to dare anything, to 
undertake all things for the glory of God and the 
salvation of her neighbor.  In spite of her natural 
timidity, Mother Praxedes knew no hesitation when 
it concerned the extension of the reign of Jesus 
Christ in these distant regions where obedience had 
placed on her shoulders a laborious mandate.  When 
her gaze had measured the field to be cultivated, 
whatever were the financial difficulties or the human 
oppositions….if her conscience told her she had to 
go forward, she advanced without thought of return, 
for her zeal had for motive not the thoughtlessness 
of enthusiasm, but the robust determination 
of energy dependent on the confidence in God. 
This confidence was firm and profound. It was 
according to the Scriptures, a confidence without 
hesitation and to which successes are promised.

During the fifteen years of her administration, 
Mother Praxedes founded four hospitals, three Indian 
schools and two boarding schools.  She also had 
the Vicariate reconstructed and St. Joseph Hospital, 
Vancouver, rebuilt after it was destroyed by fire.

Although strong of constitution, her body was ravaged 
by dyspepsia, a pain and uncomfortable feeling in the 
upper middle part of the stomach. Although this illness 
was a hard burden, even more difficult was never being 
able to learn the English language despite being in an 
office that required her to communicate with numerous 
others.  She relied on other sisters for her correspondence 
in English in many other business matters.

When Mother Praxedes turned over administration of 
the Vicariate to Mother John of the Cross in July 1881, 
she was greatly relieved. Although only 61 years old, she 
looked much older.  She gladly accepted taking charge 
of the sisters’ linens with her quiet humility. Her illness 
continued to progress and the sisters could see in her 
face the pain that she suffered from erysipelas in her 
advancing years.  Mother Praxedes of Providence died 
September 24, 1889.  Her final words to the sisters were:

I recommend that you love one another; never 
say a sharp word. Do not do unto others what 
you would not want done to yourselves. Love and 
respect your Superiors; be kind to them. Yes, my 
dear Sisters, love your duty and be charitable if 
you wish to attract the blessing of Heaven on 
yourselves and on the Vicariate of the Sacred Heart. 

After the arduous journey from Montreal to Fort Vancouver, 
Sister Praxedes wasted no time in assuming whatever works 
needed to be accomplished. She was named assistant to 
the superior and was novice mistress for Sisters Mary of the 
Precious Blood and Vincent de Paul, in addition to directing 
the kitchen activities. There were only five Sisters of 
Providence, but each carried enormous responsibilities which 
would only continue to expand.  Sister Praxedes took on so 
much, Mother Joseph became concerned about her health. 

After eight years in the Washington Territory, Sr. Praxedes 
was asked to travel to the Mother House in Montreal to attend to 
some business of the new foundation.  She spent two years at the 
Mother House and was present when the first General Council of 
the community was formed in 1866.  When she returned to Fort 
Vancouver that year, Mother Philomene, newly elected superior 
general, accompanied her along with four Sisters of Providence 
and three Tertiary Sisters (vowed members of the community who 

 

Mother Praxedes is buried at St. James Acres, 
Vancouver, WA. ●

performed more manual labor) named for the Western mission. 
Prior to departing, Sister Praxedes was named Mother Vicariate, 
known today as Provincial Superior, following Mother Joseph 
as the first superior.  There were now twenty-eight Sisters in 
the West.  Sr. Praxedes would serve in that role for fifteen 
years. Her contributions were immense. She embraced a life of 
perpetual labor and devotion to the poor. No Sister was more 
worthy to succeed Mother Joseph of the Sacred Heart as Mother 
Vicariate than Sr. Praxedes of Providence. The annalist writes:
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