
Briefs Tenth anniversary 
celebration

Providence St. Francis House in Olympia celebrated its tenth 
anniversary on June 13 with an outdoor program followed by an 
open house and lunch for more than 100 guests.  The blessing 
was delivered by Sister Alexis Melancon.  She is pictured 
here with (from left) Randy Kinnamon, St. Francis housing 
director; and Danilo Magno and Ebenezer Baffoe, accoun-
tants for Providence Senior and Community Services (PSCS).  
Providence St. Francis House is one of 12 supportive housing 
programs managed by PSCS that are located in Washington, 
Oregon and California.  Supportive housing provides appro-
priate and affordable housing and services for persons with 
special needs, including the elderly and the disabled. ●

A long, historic 
partnership

Bouten Construction, a business that spans more 
than 60 years and three generations, has at least 
one current client that dates back to the companyʼs 
beginnings:  the Sisters of Providence.  The associa-
tion and friendship between the company and the 
religious community began about 1945, when the 
grandfather of Bill Bouten, PA, company owner and 
president, founded the business and worked with 
the sisters as a general contractor and consultant.  
Provincial Superior/Leadership Team Coordinator 
Margaret Botch, SP, recently dropped by to see 

the new interpretive exhibit created 
by Anderson Mraz Design for Bouten 
Constructionʼs corporate headquarters 
in Spokane that reflects its history.

“Quite frankly, the finished product 
far exceeds our initial expectations,” 
Bill says.  “Our story was written in a 
way that I never thought was possible.  
I even learned things about my grand-
father that I didnʼt know myself.” ●

 

Welcome!
Sister Edeltrudis Miguel (Deling) Fernando has been 

transferred from the Philippine Vice Province to Mother 
Joseph Province.  For more than 12 years, Sr. Deling has been 
a vital part of developing the Providence community in the 
Philippines.  She is living at St. Joseph Residence, Seattle.

Mother Joseph Province also recently welcomed the return of 
Sister Felina (Lina) Afinidad, who was a member of the former 
St. Ignatius Province before she became a founding member of 
the group of sisters that started a foundation in the Philippines 
in 1989.  Sister Lina is living at Emilie Court in Spokane. ●
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Sister Edeltrudis 
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(Lina) Afinidad

Provincial Superior 
Margaret Botch enjoys 
the exhibit at Bouten 
Construction that 
portrays the company’s 
history, including 
its longstanding 
relationship with the 
Sisters of Providence.



Jubilee exhibit
Mementoes, music, invitations and photo-

graphs dating back to Mother Josephʼs Jubilee 
in 1895 were exhibited at St. Joseph Residence 
this summer.  The special exhibit was prepared 
by the staff of the Providence Archives. ●

Another 
Golden Jubilee 
celebration

After five years in 
storage, stained-glass 
windows removed from the 
chapel at Providence Hospital 
in Oakland now have a new 
home on the campus of the 
University of Great Falls in 
Montana.  The windows were 
offered as a gift to Providence 
institutions by the Sisters 
of Providence, as were the 
windows from the former 
Providence Hospital in Seattle. 

Restoration and placement 
of the stained-glass windows 
was done by Stephen Frei, 
president of a family owned 
company in St. Louis that 
has been creating stained 
glass for 103 years.  

The windows from the 
Oakland chapel are made 

UGF receives 
stained glass 
from Oakland

Briefs

from mouthblown glass 
principally from Germany and 
some from France, along with 
some American rolled glass.  
The eight panels depict St. 
Raphael, St. Vincent de Paul, 
St. Genevieve, the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus, St. Roch, St. Luke, 
the Sacred Heart of Mary and 
St. Elizabeth of Hungary.

“Weʼd like to put them in 
spots on our campus where 
you might not expect to see 
them to remind others what 
we are trying to do here at 
our university in the roles of 
our faith,” said UGF President 
Eugene McAllister. ●
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California Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger made a stop at Providence 
St. Joseph Medical Center in Burbank, Calif., recently to highlight the 
financial strain hospitals face because state funding is frozen. The 
governor was pleased to be greeted by Sr. Rose Byrne, who was a 
familiar presence at the medical center for many years until her retire-
ment last year, and was moved by her promise to pray for him. ●

A Providence connection 
made in California



Mildred Niehuser, SP

Sister Mildred 
Niehuser (Sister Paul 
Xavier) died June 11 at 
St. Joseph Residence, 
Seattle, at 94 years of age.  
She had been a Sister of 
Providence for 72 years. 

Mildred Cecelia 
Niehuser was born June 
29, 1913, in Portland, 
Ore., to John Conrad 
Hieronymus Niehuser 
and Jane Mary Beck. She 
was number nine in a family of ten 
children. She entered the novitiate at 
Mount St. Vincent, Seattle, on August 
27, 1935, and professed her first vows 
in 1937 and her final vows in 1940. 

Sister Mildred loved learning and 
teaching, a love that came naturally 
to her from her early life.  Her higher 
education was extensive and ongoing.  
She earned a bachelor’s degree in 
education from the College of Great 
Falls (Mont.), a master’s degree in 
English from Seattle University, 
and principal’s certification in 
Alaska.  She had a personal interest 
in languages and studied French, 
German and Spanish primarily 
through the Berlitz and Marchand 
methods, and continued in programs 
at Fordham University in the Bronx, 
Mount St. Mary’s in Los Angeles, 
and at Immaculate Heart College 
in Montecito, Calif.  In the summer 
of 1968, Sister Mildred traveled 
with students to study and use her 
foreign language skills onsite at 
the University of Dijon in France.

The Sisters at St. Joseph 
Residence, Seattle, hosted a special 
Golden Jubilee celebration in June for 
The Most Rev. Alexander J. Brunett, 
archbishop of Seattle.  The archbishop 
celebrated Mass in the chapel at SJR 
and then joined the sisters for lunch.  
He is shown here thanking Sister 
Jacqueline Fernandes, SJR Superior, 
for the hospitality as Provincial 
Superior Margaret Botch listens. ●

A birthday bash
Sister Rose Marie Dillman 

celebrated her birthday on May 27 
with a swing of the sledge hammer to 
break ground for The Dillman Center 
at Kennedy High School in Seattle.  
The festivities included pie and ice 
cream shared with the many friends 
from the school and the religious 
community who came to celebrate 
her special day. The new multipur-
pose center will be used for studying 
after school, holding meetings 
and hosting small banquets. ●

Rest in 
      Peace

Burbank, Calif.  In addition, she was 
principal and teacher at Immaculate 
Conception School in Fairbanks and 
was one of the foundresses of St. 
Finbar School in Burbank.  She also 
taught children’s literature at the 
College of Great Falls one summer.  
Her final ministry, for nearly 20 years, 
was teaching Spanish, German and 
French to children at the Montessori 

School at Providence Child 
Center in Portland.  She 
retired June 15, 1995.

Sister Mildred enjoyed 
hiking, tennis, reading, 
playing cards, traveling 
and good conversation. 
Family ties were a big part of 
Sister Mildred’s life and she 
delighted in the opportunity 
to visit with her relatives.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents, brothers, 
and sisters, including Sister 

Alphonsa Maria, with whom she 
taught at Blanchet High School in 
1964-65.  Sister Mildred is survived 
by a sister-in-law, Gertrude Niehuser, 
of Troutdale, Ore.; several nieces, 
nephews, grand-nephews, grand-
nieces, cousins, close friends, and her 
community of Sisters of Providence. 

Vigil Service was held June 16 at 
St. Joseph Residence, Seattle, where 
the Funeral Mass was celebrated 
the following day.  Burial was at 
Calvary Cemetery, Seattle. 

Memorial contributions in 
Sister Mildred’s honor may be 
made to the Sisters of Providence 
Retirement Fund, 9 East 9th Ave., 
Spokane, WA 99202-1209. ●

Joe Bochsler, brother of Maryann 
Bochsler, SP, died July 2 in Mt. Angel, Ore.

John Glassy, brother of Marilyn Witten-
myer, PA, died August 8 in Peoria, Ariz.

Maxine Carter, sister of Rita Bergamini, 
SP, died August 31 in Sun City, Calif.

Edna Wilson, sister-in-law of Mary Wil-
son, SP, died September 7 in Edmonds, Wash.

Laura Labonte, sister of Germaine 
Chabot, SP, died September 9 in Rockland, 
Ontario.

P LEASE 
  REMEMBER 
    IN PRAYER

Except for two years working 
in business offices in Yakima and 
Seattle, Sister Mildred’s entire life 
of ministry was in teaching.  She 
taught grade school classes at St. 
Joseph Academy, Yakima, Wash.; 
Providence Academy, Vancouver, 
Wash.; Holy Family School, Seattle; 
St. Michael School, Olympia, Wash.; 
and Immaculate Conception School, 
Fairbanks, Alaska.  She also taught 
high school classes at Central 
Catholic High School, Portland, Ore.; 
Monroe High School, Fairbanks, 
Alaska; Blanchet High School, 
Seattle; and Providence High School, 
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by Anna Loan Nguyen, SP

F rom my parents, I received a 
wonderful legacy, a strong faith tradition, 
passed down in my family for genera-
tions. This enduring faith carried me 
through the many upheavals that my 
country, Vietnam, and my family experi-
enced in the past decades.  And then 
I came to America and found a new 
way of life, freedom to live in peace.  

I loved this new freedom.  Because 
of this freedom, I had many oppor-
tunities to learn, to grow and to 
develop myself emotionally and 
spiritually.  I came to realize how 
much this country meant to me and 
how much I cared about it.  And so I 
decided to study to become a citizen.

When I passed the test for citizen-
ship, I was so happy.  I invited many of 
my dear friends to come to my citizen-
ship ceremony.  I was even happier 
when I came to the Seattle Center for the 
24th Annual Naturalization Ceremony on 
July 4.  Sponsored by the Ethnic Heritage, 
the wonderful ceremony started at noon.  
There were 545 candidates from 78 
countries.  We listened to speeches about 
how important it is for us not to give up 
the traditions of our native countries 
but to use them for the good of our new 

Editorʼs note:
After passing the test for U.S. citizenship 

on May 20, Sister Anna Loan Nguyen official-
ly became a U.S. citizen on July 4, 2008, 
during a ceremony at Seattle Center House.
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The Road to 
               Citizenship

country.  Passing on these traditions of 
language and culture will make America 
stronger.  And most of all, we learned 
that to bring honor to America, it is 
important that we also help the people 
in the country from which we came.

As I was taking my oath, I felt sad 
for people all over the world who cannot 
experience the freedoms that I have in 
this country. I realized how grateful I was 
that I could take the oath and live here.  
And I wondered, what can I do for my new 
country? How can I contribute to it? And 
how can I help my Vietnamese people?

from Vietnam and help those here who 
question their faith. I want to be able to 
help them understand the strength of 
faith, of how that faith grows by living 
the principles that Jesus gave us in the 
gospels.  And in that way, their faith 
takes root inside and becomes for them 
a steady support during painful times.  

For my people in Vietnam, I go back 
there to teach scripture and spiritual 
direction using the knowledge and 
understanding I have learned from 
living in this country.  I have helped 
the young sisters understand that they 
have a dignity and gifts from God that 
no one can take away from them.  The 
joy on their faces is worth the long, hard 
journey I undertake to come to them.

After taking the oath, I feel like I am 
now a real “Yankee Doodle Dandy!”  I 
am so happy, excited and grateful to 
God who gave me the gift to become 

a citizen.  It was, to me, a most 
wonderful blessing.  I also want 
to give thanks for all the support 
and love I have received from the 
parishioners at St. Cecilia’s Parish.  
You have all helped me to come to 
this momentous point in my life. 

I want to thank the Sisters 
of Providence community for 
their unwavering support since 
I became a member of their 
community. They enabled me to 
learn the language and gain my 
master’s degree in spirituality 
and spiritual direction.  I have a 

deep gratitude for those opportunities.
From my parents, I received a strong 

faith tradition that carried me through 
the difficulties in my life.  From my 
newly adopted country, I have received 
the gift of freedom, a blessing that 
has more than made up for all the 
crosses I experienced in Vietnam.  ●     

            

I feel that my greatest contribu-
tion to my newly adopted country is 
to bring my strong faith traditions 
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Celebrating her new citizenship with 
Sr. Anna Loan Nguyen are Provincial 
Councilor Charlotte Van Dyke (left) 
and Sr. Joan Campbell (right).


