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A gala celebration 
in the Great Falls Civic 
Center in December was 
a walk down memory 
lane for University of 
Great Falls students, 
alumni, current and 
former faculty, staff 
and administrators, and 
community supporters.  

75th  

  INSIDE:   Thank you to donors ● Sister retirements ● Emilie Gamelin Mission Fund

university’s past, present and future.  Some 
of the pictures from the event are here and a 
timeline of the university’s history is available 
on the Sisters of Providence website at 
http://www.sistersofprovidence.net.

University President Eugene McAllister 
praised UGF as “a home-grown institution 
that is a living expression of the hopes, ideas 
and dreams of Great Falls 75 years ago.” ➺➺

Graduates and faculty of the College of Great Falls, 
Class of 1936.

Sister Mary Kaye Nealen, 
who teaches at the university 
today, gave the evening’s invoca-
tion.  As she wrote in a letter 
inviting the Sisters of Mother 
Joseph Province to the gala, 
quoting UGF President Eugene McAllister:  
“Through an act of hope, a private Catholic college 
was established in 1932 on the high plains of 
Montana during the early years of the Depression.  
The founding of this institution of higher learning 
was due in large part to the dedication and 
sacrifice of the Sisters of Providence who came 
before you. The continued success has been due in 
large part to your ministry and prayers.”

 The event was highlighted by displays of 
historical photos, testimonials from graduates, 
and “An Invitation To Serve,” a video reflecting the 

 Anniversary



 

Sr. Ann Ellen Bailey, 
1966-73, art instructor

Sr. Margaret Beaulieu, 
1973-90, education instructor

Sr. Maryann Benoit, 
1973-92, English instructor, 
advisor to foreign students

Sr. Bernadette Botch, 
1990-2000, board of trustees; 
1991-96, vice chair of board

Sr. Agnes Delphine 
Brenner, 1941-42, teacher

Sr. Rose Angela 
Brutto, 1960-88, faculty 
in early childhood 
education and education

Sr. Dorothy Byrne, 
1964-67, superior

Sr. Celeste Cormier, 
1970-71, campus nurse

Sr. Lawrence Crowley, 
1974-90, grants coordi-
nator, Administrative 
Council, annalist

Sr. Paula Crownover, 
1961-62, dean of women

Sr. Mary K. Cummings, 
1961-68, treasurer, business 
manager

Sr. Glenrose Dalrymple, 
1975-76, reference librarian; 
1981-82, library assistant

Sr. Marie Jeanette 
Durfee, 1959-61, nursing 
education instruc-
tor; health center

Sr. Aimee of Blessed 
Sacrament Ely, 1932-
35, 1941-54, science and 
math instructor; local 
superior and foundress

Sr. Wilma Fitzgerald, 
1962-63, instructor, chapel; 
1965-68, teacher of Latin and 
Greek; 1968-69, chairman 
of classical language 
department, instructor

Sr. Imelda Flynn, 
1979-80, science and 
math instructor

Sr. Mary Herman 
Fraley, 1935-39, faculty of 
education; 1963-65, chroni-
cles, corridor and study hall

Sr. Judith George, 1971-
78, French instructor, chair of 
foreign language department

Sr. Joseph Theophile 
Giroux, 1965-73, 
college store manager

Sr. Catherine Grant, 
1935-38, teacher, assistant 
in registrar’s office; 1948-50, 
nursing education instruc-
tor; 1950-68, registrar

Sr. Mary Magdalen 
Greenhill, 1957-60, teacher, 
directress of School of 
Nursing, Columbus, 1959

Sr. Elizabeth Gress, 
1963, director of Emily 
Hall residents; 1974-80, 
admissions director

Sr. Rose Estelle Harvey, 
1935-36, student teacher 
in business administration; 
1938-41, business education 
department, library; 1945-
48, business administration

Sr. M. Michelle Holland, 
1966-70, provincial councilor, 
director of implementa-
tion of administrative 
policies; 1970-71, provincial 
councilor with executive 
duties of college president, 
chair of board of trustees

Sr. Helen Clare Hughes, 
1952-54, 1957-58, home 
economics instructor

Sr. Mary Carmel Huls, 
1957-60, education instructor

Sr. Mary Vivian Huls, 
1940-60, math instruc-
tor; treasurer (1959), head 
of math department

Sr. Elsie Kelly, 
1975-88, guidance and 
counseling director

Sr. Anne Kovis, 1968-
70, director of Emily Hall

Sr. Margaret LaPorte, 
1961-73, instructor in 
history, department 
chairman, head librarian

Sr. Henry Alphonse 
Lippens, 1957-61, supervi-
sor of construction of new 
college, treasurer (1960)

Sr. Rose Irma Lyons, 1958-
74, superior and vice president; 
journalism, English and Latin 
faculty; catalog librarian, 
curriculum librarian, annalist

Some of the Sisters who served *

A special surprise was 
the announcement of a $400,000 
endowment for scholarships dedicated 
in the estate of longtime supporters and 
alumni Richard and Marianne Sanchez.  
Richard, who came to Great Falls from 
Hawaii with the U.S. Air Force, earned a 
bachelor’s degree in sociology in the early 
1950s.  Marianne earned her bachelor’s 
degree in nursing. Other university 
projects they have supported include the 
computer lab in the student center and 
awards for outstanding faculty. Marianne 
and Richard, a pilot and retired business-
man, live in Palm Springs, Calif.

     

       The couple is grateful for the education 
they received at UGF and hope this gift 
will inspire others to make a commitment 
to the university’s endowment fund.  

“It was one of the better times of my 
life, and it taught me to study,” Richard 
Sanchez says.  “Every day after college is a 
final exam.  I wouldn’t be where I am today 
if it weren’t for what I learned in college.”  

Speaker after speaker at the gala 
underscored President McAllister’s 
description of UGF as “a university that 
changes lives.”

75th  
 Anniversary

Dr. Ken 
Kapstafer, a 
UGF alumnus 
and a former 
recipient of the 
Mother Joseph 
Award, gives a 
testimonial to 
the university’s 
role in his life.

UGF President 
Eugene J. 
McAllister 
shared some 
exciting 
things on the 
university’s 
horizon.

The invocation was 
given by Sr. Mary Kaye 
Nealen, UGF professor 
and a former provost 
and vice president of 
academic affairs. 
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Editorʼs Note: 
A story in the last issue said 

Sojourner Place has had three 
directors: Sr. Mary Wilson, Polly 
Irish and the current director 
Barbara Murphy.  However, the 
ministry initially was led by two 
sets of full-time, live-in team 
members:  Elise DeGooyer and 
Kelley Clevenger, and then Sr. 
Patricia Hauser and Carol Oliva.

Sr. Agnes Kathleen 
Mace, 1952-69, dean, 
academic dean, instruc-
tor in Latin and English 

Sr. Cecilia Mahoney, 
1962-65, science and 
math instructor

Sr. Loretta Marie 
Marceau, 1977-81, director 
of finance, vice president 
for business and finance

Sr. Pauline Marn, 1974-
79, curriculum librarian

Sr. Maureen Marron, 
1951-63, college library

Sr. Julian Moran, 
1969-74, director of 
admissions, sacristan

Sr. Carol Marie Morin, 
1969-70, art instructor

Sr. Mary Trinitas 
Morin, 1933-65, art instruc-
tor in Normal School, 
head of art department

Sr. Rita Mudd, 1955-
68, instructor in education; 
1960-68, college president

Sr. Evelyn Murphy, 
1965-73, French instructor

Sr. Lois Murray, 1981-
82, public information

Sr. Mary Kaye Nealen, 
1979-82, student services 
and theology instruc-
tor; 1988-92 and 1997 to 
present, theology instruc-
tor; 2002-05, provost and 
academic vice president

Sr. Mildred Dolores 
O’Connell, 1934-50, music 
instructor at Normal School

Sr. Marguerite 
O’Connor, 1967-93, 
registrar and assistant 
registrar as well as 
convent bookkeeper, 
transcript analyst

Sr. Cecilia Paganessi, 
1976-84, accounts receiv-
able in business office 

Sr. Catherine 
Palmatier, 1960-61, 
prefect of resident women

Sr. Mary David Price, 
1962-71, academic vice 
president and head of 
English department

Sr. Kathryn “Kitsy” 
Rutan, 1969-71, political 
science instructor

Sr. Annette Seubert, 
1967-68, assistant to treasurer

Sr. Vincent of the Sacred 
Heart Shaughnessy, 1938-
39, college library; 1961-
64, assistant librarian

Sr. Frances Stacey, 
1984-85, campus ministry

Sr. Lucia Sullivan, 
1934-47, education instruc-
tor, directress of studies, 
provincial councilor

Sr. Margarita Sullivan, 
1939-51, library

Sr. Mary Dorothy 
Sullivan, 1940-45, history 
and English instructor; 
1947-50, director of the 
college; 1955-56, instructor

Sr. Martha of Bethany 
Thibault, 1940-53, French 
and education instructor

Sr. Providencia Tolan, 
1941-42, companion in 
the library; 1948-74, 
sociology instructor

Sr. Lucy Villanova, 1967-
68, 1972-74, art instructor

Sr. Mary Wilson, 1937-
45, nursing and health 
education instructor

Sr. Dorothy Wolf, 1960-
61, prefect of girls, Emily Hall

Sr. Ann Dolores Ybarrola, 
1973-92, assistant registrar, 
director of institutional research, 
veteran counselor, accountant 
for financial aid programs

* Information courtesy of 
Providence Archives and Sister 
Mary Kaye Nealen; some dates 
and roles are approximate

Some of the Sisters who served *

(From left) Srs. 
Elizabeth Gress, 
Dorothy Byrne and 
Inez Arkell enjoyed 
the festivities.

2 3



 Karl Jorda, an Austrian 
native who graduated in 1953, 
said he arrived at the then College 
of Great Falls from Frankfurt, 
Germany, as “a penniless and 
stateless immigrant.” Sister 
Agnes Kathleen Mace, dean of 
the college, steered him to Notre 
Dame after graduation, where he 
earned a master’s degree and a 
law degree, he said.  Today he is 
a law professor at the Franklin 
Pierce Center in Concord, N.H.  

Dr. Kennard Kapstafer, a 
1957 graduate who is a Spokane 
pediatrician today, also recalled 
the guiding hand of Sister Agnes, 
as well as of sociology instructor 
Sister Providencia Tolan.  “Sister 
Providencia profoundly moved 
and inspired me,” he recalled.  
“She took the poor under her 
wing, fed the hungry and worked 
for social justice.” ●

Displays of 
historical photos 
delighted the 
attendees.

Sister Dorothy Byrne, a 1954 graduate, 
said her experience there changed her life.  “I was a 
student, worked on the staff as the assistant to the 
president, and served on the board three different 
times.  I can honestly say that each time I’ve 
served, I’ve loved the university even more.”

75th  
 Anniversary

        

Sister Dorothy reminded the guests of the roles 
played on campus by Sisters of Providence, including 
Sister Rita Mudd, university president; Sister Mary 
Trinitas Morin, a teacher in the art department; and 
Sister M. Michelle Holland, interim president.  (See 
box on pages 2 and 3 for more sisters and their roles.)
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      A rich history and legacy 

Great Falls Junior College 
for Women opened its doors in 1932 in the 
Ursuline Academy on Central Avenue.  It was a collabo-
ration between the Sisters of Providence, the Ursuline 
Sisters, the Catholic Bishop of Great Falls and the civic 
community.  A year later, Great Falls Normal School was 
established and combined with the junior college to provide 
teacher training.  In 1937, the first male student enrolled.

The two schools were separate, operating under different 
Catholic religious communities, but in 1942 Great Falls Junior 
College for Women was discontinued.  Meanwhile, Great 
Falls Normal College had become Great Falls College of 
Education. By the early 1950s it had become the College of 
Great Falls, under the direction of the Sisters of Providence.  
Classes were held in the old Columbus Hospital, bringing 
the Junior College, the Normal College and Columbus 
School of Nursing together as the College of Great Falls.

In 1944, land was purchased south of the city which 
became the site of the 11-building campus in 1960, when 
Sister Rita Mudd became campus president.  The site included 
living quarters for priests and a convent for the sisters.

In 1995, the institution became the University of Great 
Falls.  Today it enrolls approximately 800 full and part-
time students and offers associate, bachelorʼs and masterʼs 
degrees through onsite courses and distance learning. ●

        


