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Providence Associates ild homes

by Kate Smith, Staf f  Writer, Sacred Heart Medical Center

his summer, Providence Associates in Spokane planned to send people 
to El Salvador to help build replacements for about 200 houses damaged 
or destroyed by devastating earthquakes in January. The Associates, lay 
individuals who share the mission and charism of the 
Sisters of Providence, contributed $3,100 to pay the 
travel costs for two of their members to work along
side El Salvadorans and the Sisters of Providence 
ministering in their villages.

When Scott M anning was asked i f  he would be w i l l ing to parti cipate, 
he said yes. A media special ist in Educational  Services at Sacred Heart 
M edical Center, Scott has been a Providence A ssociate since 1987.
Bill Bouten, owner and president of  B outen Construction in Spokane, 
also a Providence A ssociate, 
w anted to send someone in his 
place to help in construction 
ef forts. He inv i ted Kelly Casey, 
a project engineer w i th Bouten 
who was a l ikely and wi l l ing 
candidate, considering his 
Spanish-speaking abi l i ty  and 
two years' experience volun
teering i n Honduras.

MM!
it str ikes you really 
how l i fe is for  people 
under  those condi '

l i t
As is the case w i th several  other A ssociates, Scott is not Cathol ic, but 

says, " I  l ike to be involved w i th any thing that  has honorable endeavors, 
helping other people."  M ost of  his involvement as an A ssociate has centered 
around volunteering at local  communi ty programs, including serving as a 
cook at St. A nn Parish, w hich operates a " soup k i tchen"  for the poor.

loing to a Third World country  l ike El Salvador would be a l i f e-changing 
experience for Scott, who says he's never been to any other country  except 
Canada. A nd l i f e-changing i t  was— as quickly as the f i rst day at his 
construction si te in La Papalota, which, l ike many of  the caserios (rural , 
peasant v i l l ages), was f i l led w i th adobe homes that  obviously did not w i th
stand the force of  l ast January 's major earthquake. While many homes 
remained standing, w i th thei r  roofs torn of f  and thei r  walls caving at certain 
points, others quickly became pi les of  di rt bricks on the ground. •*

Scott Manning mans a wheelbarrow.
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Providence Associates . .
build homes

A member of  the N ational  Geographic Society for a number 
of  years, Scott had read plenty  about places l ike La Papalota 
and had seen many photographs. However, walking on the 
di rt road and seeing, w i th his own eyes, the people who l ive 
in these condi tions was humbl ing.

"When you experience i t  by being there yoursel f , i t  strikes 
you real ly hard, how l i fe is for people under those condi tions,"  
he says.

and relationships

Salvadoran girls pose 
in a church doorway.

Bebehind a damaged adobe home, Scott, Kelly, Sister 
M onica de L. Campi l lay and a num ber of  local  com m uni ty  
members began the w ork on a home for a w oman nam ed 
Esperenza and her tw o daughters. W i thout sophi sti cated 
tools, Esperenza and her neighbors w orked together— 
ty ing rebar, soak ing bricks, pouring the f oundati on, and 
spreading mortar. A cem ent mixer, purchased w i th 
ear thquak e rel i ef  f unds, was avai lable for a shor t tim e,

bu t  w hen i t  was transpor ted to another  
w orksi te, the men and w omen made 
concrete v ia the " volcano"  m ethod.

O c o t t  remembers being amazed 
at  the way the people w orked w i thout the 
convenience of  modern tool s and, even 
more so, at  the w ay they  w orked i n sol i dari ty . A f ter al l , i t  
was someone else's home they  were bui l di ng, not thei r  own.

" The cul ture shock  was pret ty  overw helming at f i rst, 
especial l y  w i th the l anguage barrier,"  Scott explains, as he 
doesn't speak  Spanish.

" B ut as I  haul ed cem ent i n w heelbarrow s and did w hat 
I  could to help, these people treated  me w i th utm ost 
respect. We f igured out a w ay to com m unicate somehow,

□
JUST WHO ARE

these Providence Associates, 
anyway?

I hey are not al l  women, they are 
not al l  Catholics, and they are not 

from any particular country or part of 
the world.

One answer to the question of "who 
are they"  comes from the websi te of  the 
Sisters of  Providence International  in 
M ontreal, Canada:  " Providence Associ
ates are caring individuals who desire to 
share the mission and spiri tual i ty of 
Providence but do not seek vowed 
membership ... Providence A ssociates 
are women and men who hold gospel 
values as the compell ing force in thei r 
l ives. They recognize themselves as 
drawn by the same spi ri t and charism as 
the Sisters of Providence."

As the number of Sisters of Provi
dence decl ines, the work of  the Provi
dence A ssociates becomes increasingly 
important in ensuring that thei r shared 
mission continues. In fact, today there 
are about 1,050 Providence A ssociates 
worldwide -  about equal  to the number 
of  Sisters of Providence.

" I of ten have heard the Sisters say 
how grateful  they are to have us share 
in thei r ministry,"  says Betty 
Harrington of Spokane, one of the 
co-directors of the Providence 
A ssociates. "The Sisters learn 
from the A ssociates, too, as they 
watch them carry out these works 
with the poor. I t broadens thei r 
perspective."

Betty said the Sisters " mani fest thei r 
welcoming, acceptance and appreciation 
of the A ssociates in many ways,"  like 
including them in events and spiri tual  
opportuni ties and the province's chapter 
meetings. "They treasure and value us."

One of  t he f i r st  t o j oin  t he Provi
dence A ssociates in the Northwest was 
Roberta Sample, of Portland, who this year 
celebrates 25 years as part of  this 
movement. She was di rector of  the 
department of  nursing at PortLand 
Providence Medical Center when she f i rst 
heard about the A ssociates program and, 
despi te being interested, she put the 
information on a back burner for a while. 
"One of the reasons I became more 
interested is because my own Protestant 
church did not seem to have programs to 
help the old, the sick and the poor in the 
ways that I  saw Sisters of Providence 
doing. I  had a longing for that."

Roberta, an active Christian who 
remains a Protestant, says that back then, 
she was " seen with suspicion by the older 
Sisters,"  some of  whom questioned her 
motives for becoming involved. "She's 

_ . ^  _ . not Catholic, she's not
Roberta Sample i nterested in becoming

a Sister,"  was thei r 
reaction, she explains. 
"They didn't know how 
to relate to me."

Twenty-f ive years 
later, al l  that has 
changed. Today, there

are more than 25 Providence 
A ssociates in the Portland 
area. The movement in 
M other Joseph Province includes 
Spokane, Seattle, Walla Walla and 
Yakima, Wash., Great Falls, Mont., 
and Oakland and Burbank, Calif., 
as well  as El Salvador.

They are a team -  women and men 
who share the same hopes, dreams and 
goals of reaching out to try to meet the 
needs of  God's people and to al leviate 
the condi tions that befal l  them. In 
PortLand, Roberta says, thei r work has 
included supporting educational  
programs in El Salvador with donations 
for scholarships, providing w inter 
clothes and coats to an Indian reserva
tion, and sending clothing, educational  
materials and vi tamins to Ethiopia.

She is eager to share the organiza
tion with others, Roberta says, particu
larly "when I see a person who has 
compassion in thei r heart for people 
they work with or on behal f  of a similar 
mission. I feeL privi leged to talk to 
them about the A ssociate program,"  she 
adds. "The privi lege of  being
associated with the Sisters is an 
opportuni ty everyone should have."

His family' s associat ion with t he 
Sister s, dat ing back to 1946,  is what 
led to Bill Bouten's involvement with 
the Providence A ssociates. Bill, owner 
and president of  Bouten Construction, of 
Spokane, says his grandfather founded

Bill Bouten



and ev entual l y  w ere even able to j ok e w i th each other.
I  ended up hav ing a w onderful  tim e."

W i th al l  of  the other  people at the w orksi te, Scott and 
K el ly sometim es w ondered i f  they  actual l y  w ere needed.

" I  ev entual l y  l earned th at  being there was i m por tant, 
f or them  and for me,"  says Scott. " I  had though t they  
m ight th i nk  we w ere being pretenti ous A mericans by 
stepping i n, bu t i nstead, they  were touched and so was I .'

K el ly agrees, explaini ng th at  
w hen brigades of  A mericans come 
to bui l d houses, bark ing orders and 
try i ng to force a precise, f ast- 
moving operati on to get the job 
done quick ly , there of ten are 
negati v es at tached to i t  i n such a 
" rel ati onship-based cul ture."
I nstead, he said, " there w ere j ust  
tw o of  us, and we par t i ci pated and 
shared w i th them . We didn' t j u st  
bui ld a house."

Building processes seem primitive, 
but they get the construction job done.

the business and worked with the 
Sisters as a general  contractor and 
consul tant -  a role Bill continues in 
today. One of Bill's earl iest memories 
is of he and his sibl ings being brought 
to Mount St. Joseph to v isi t the 
Sisters each Christmas beginning in 
the late 1960s.

Later, upon his return to Spokane 
in 1986 to work for the company when 
his father was the president, Bill met 
the Sisters again through his work.

r \ s  a resul t , K el ly says, everyone was touched by  the 
experience. "Now they  w i l l  say, 'I  bu i l t  a house w i th my 
f r i end K el ly and my f ri end Scott.'  I t's a com pletely  di f f erent 
experience.' "

" I  real i zed th at  i f  I  d i dn' t pu t the bricks there, they 'd 
be there j u st  the same,"  says K elly. " B ut I  know  th at , to 
them , know ing th at  a 'r i ch gringo' cares enough to help 
real l y  im pacted them . I also know  th at  I 've gotten more 

out of  the experience than  I could ever 
contr i bute."

A t a recent debrief i ng session to tel l  the 
other  Spokane A ssociates about the tr i p, 
both K el ly and Scott were v isibly  exci ted and 
passionate about w hat they  had experienced, 
the needs they  had w i tnessed, and " the 
incredible w ork"  th at  is being accompl ished 
by the Sisters w ork ing i n El Salvador.

" This m ission of  yours, i n a real  way, has 
become my own now,"  K el ly tol d them . •

Sflll
Providence Associates are car ing individuals

who desir e to share the mission and spir i tuali ty 
of Providence but do not seek  vowed member ship.

A family f riend, Sister Ethel Richardson, 
SP, planted a seed by ini tiating a 
conversation about the Providence 
A ssociates in 1992 or 1993, describing 
the program as "an opportuni ty to form 
a personal  connection with the Sisters 
and to share in thei r work."

What got Bill hooked was " seeing who 
the Sisters are and what they do,"  he 
recal ls. " I was drawn to how they live -  
thei r commitment is so incredible to 
others and to thei r own rel igious commu
nity. I  love people who are committed."

All of the Providence A ssociates 
support and carry out the work of the 
Sisters in thei r own ways, Bill says. "You 
parti cipate as much as you can and as 
much as you want to,"  he adds. Vince 
and Marian Rogers, who have been 
involved in Spokane for the last two 
decades, agree. " I 've taken more than 
I 've ever given,"  Marian says. " Just

being with the Sisters has been enough 
for me, " Vince echoes. " I 've never been 
very active in anything else."

Bill Bouten's way to be involved has 
been to carry out the Providence tradi 

tion by being a builder, 
working on construction, 
renovation and remodeling 
projects for the rel igious 
community. The personal 
connection to the Sisters 
encourages him to put even 
more into the work he does 

for them, Bill explains. " I get wrapped 
into what they are doing, and I help 
them make good decisions about 
investing thei r resources wisely."

Over the years, Bill says he has 
gained a greater awareness of the laity's 
increasingly important role in the work 
of the church, particularly as he shared 
with others at an international  gather
ing of A ssociates in M ontreal. One of the 
most signi f icant experiences of  that trip 
was taking a walking tour of  the 
f ootsteps of Mother Emile Gamelin, 
foundress of the Sisters of Providence, 
he said. "To think that i t al l  started 
with her -  that one single person made 
such an impact. I t's inspi ring."

W hile d iscussing M other  Gamelin 
in an or ientat ion to Providence 
A ssociates in Spokane 10 years ago, 
Becky Ward was " touched with a sense

Becky Ward

that God had 
cal led me to 
become more 
sensi tive to what 
He was doing to 
lead and guide 
me. I  real ized 
that this was not 
j ust another
group or association to belong to,"  she 
recal ls. " I t was a l i fetime commitment,"  
one that has come to involve her 
husband, Mike, a vice president at 
Sacred Heart Medical Center, as well.

At the i nternati onal  gathering in 
M ontreal , Becky says, " I  could see a 
common thread through al l  of  us -  
from Chile, eastern Canada, Cameroon 
and the Uni ted States -  that  was 
f ascinating."  The group, speaking 
three di f f erent languages and with 
widely divergent backgrounds and 
experiences, developed f ive core values 
and f ive di rections in common in j ust  
a day and a hal f  session.

The work of  the Pr ovidence 
A ssociates is especial ly  v i tal  in Third 
World ar eas l ike San Salvador, where 
Anibal and Transito Castro provide 
invaluable services. Aside from working 
with the Sisters in the countryside and 

training others to 
become A ssociates, 
Transito serves as 
administrator of  a 
six-parish program 
for downtown gang 
prevention and 
treatment. -»

A nibal  and 
T r ansito Castr o



A nibal is a parts salesman for Toyota 
while assisting in Transito's ministry.
They and others cal l  themselves 
" Romeristas,"  and they evangel ize and 
teach youth the legacy of  thei r hero and 
martyr, A rchbishop Oscar Romero. They 
feel  being a Providence A ssociate f i ts well 
with the role of  a Romerista, as Romero is 
thei r model of a prophetic voice to the 
poor and M other Gamelin is thei r modeL 
for prophetic action with the poor.

"Our role as Providence A ssociates,"  
says Transito, " is to help the poor 
be aLL they are meant to be."

Helping the poor guides the 
activ i ties of the Spokane Associ
ates, who prepare, serve and 
clean up af ter a Sunday noon 
meal for the homeless and the 
disadvantaged at St. Ann Parish, 
in the East Central neighborhood, 
rotating with other groups about six 
times a year. They also are developing a 
ministry with the Women's Drop-In Center 
downtown, providing needed i tems for 
the women who shower, lounge and

develop social  connections there, plus 
monthly birthday cakes and lunches when 
there are guest speakers.

Inspi ration for the good works comes 
from strange places, Becky explains. " I 
heard a l i ttle voice in my head that said, 
'Why not teach qui l ting at Miryam's 
House,'" she explains. " I didn't think i t 
was feasible, but I  cal led there anyway, 
and they said the women would love i t."  
Becky thought i t would be a short-term, 
personal  ministry, " but I  fel l  in love with 
these women. They have come through so 
much pain and they have such beauty, but 
they don't recognize thei r own worth."
I t  has evolved into a two-hour qui l ting 
session each week, producing qui l ts that 
are raf f led to raise money for Miryam's 
House, and enticing the program's alumni 
to return to qui l t.

" I t's more than the money,"  Becky 
says. "They are coming together and 
making something beauti ful . I t gives 
them conf idence to use the sewing 
machine, to cut, be precise and to 
f inish something."

Becky, who was raised a Protestant, 
married a Catholic and converted seven 
or eight years later. While the Providence

A spi r i tual  j our ney:  

From

Pr ovidence 

A ssociate to 

Sister  of  

Pr ovidence

I n  1992, Karen Hawkins was in 
search of a meaningful spiri tual 
experience. She was working as a paid 
staf f  member at Sojourner Place, a 
Providence-sponsored ministry in 
Seattle, which was her introduction to 
the Sisters of Providence. She had been 
considering entry into another religious 
community, but when she heard about 
Providence Associates, she fel t that 
perhaps her strong call was to work as 
a lay person.

Karen became a Providence 
Associate in the summer of 1993 and 

loved the faith sharing and learning about the Sisters and their foundress 
through the orientation process. She also del ighted in activi ties like preparing 
baskets for the women at Hospital i ty House, another Providence ministry, and in 
prison ministry or volunteering at St. Vincent de Paul. Relationships with the 
Associates and the women in the programs developed "at a very deep level,"  
but, eventually, she came to know that she wanted more than that, she recalls.

"A lot of lay people are called to Providence,"  she says, " but I fel t called at a 
deeper level."  So, when this single mother with a grown son was invi ted in the 
summer of 1996 to a "women in ministry experience,"  she eagerly accepted.
The time spent with Sisters in Yakima, getting to know them and praying with 
them, set her on a dif ferent course. In 1997, she became a candidate for entry 
into Sisters of Providence. She entered the novitiate in 1998 and professed f irst 
vows in 2000.

"I always wanted to give my life fully to God," Sister Karen says, " but I was 
not sure how." Today, she has her answer. •

A ssociates are predominately Catholic, 
those who are not are j ust as active in the 
group, she says, adding that her involve
ment " changed my Life.

" I was an individual doing things, and 
that was okay, but now I am an individual 
out there representing or (being) part of a 
larger group. I bring al l  the A ssociates 
and the Sisters of  Providence with me 
when I go,"  she says. Combining the 
Sacred Heart and St. Ignatius provinces 
into Mother Joseph Province has had an 
impact on the Providence A ssociates' 
interactions, she adds. At a recent retreat 
in Seattle, she 
expressed her 
discomfort with the 
f act that there no 
longer are Sisters 
of  Providence at 
Miryam's House, 
and one Sister 
responded, "But,
Becky, you're 
there." Phyl l is Silva- K eith

Phyl l is Si lva- K eith, a Pr ovidence 
A ssociate in Seat t le, praised the value 
of " people of  di f ferent fai th communities 
who share the same charism being drawn 
together ecumenical ly."  A Catholic 
convert who lef t the church and then 
returned in 1990, she said her " fai th is 
al ive and on f ire"  today, thanks to the 
supportive community of  the Providence 
Associates movement.

In Seattle, A ssociates undertake 
activi ties like providing clothing dona
tions to Native American ministries and 
school suppl ies to the First Place school 
for homeless chi ldren, holding garage 
sales to raise money for the missionary 
work of A ssociates in Guatemala, and 
organizing baby showers to provide i tems 
for needy mothers.

Phyll is says she has sponsored three 
others to become A ssociates, but adds 
that i t  is " important that they have the 
cal l  to do this -  to share in the commu
nity, bringing thei r own particular gi f ts."

" I t means so very much to me -  the 
cLoseness and the bonding I feel  with 
the Providence family,"  she says. "We 
have learned so much from each other, 
and we keep growing and strengthening 
our fai th."

The experience has opened her own 
eyes to see al l  that can be done, she 
adds. " I see Providence in my li fe and in 
the lives of others,"  she explains. "Not a 
day goes by w i thout that. M other Emilie 
Gamelin is such an example, and the 
Sisters continue that. I  am in awe of 
w hat one woman did and continues to 
do through the community today."  •


