
B eing called to recognize our 
moral and ethical culpability can make 
us squirm and feel uncomfortable, 
especially if there is truth in that calling 
to accountability. The much anticipated 
encyclical, Laudato Si or “Praised Be”, 
focuses on the common good with a 
section on the environment, especially 
climate change and its impact on the 
poor and the marginalized.
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A moral and ethical call to action

Encyclical by Pope Francis intensifies 
     the global discussion of climate change
By Jo Ann Showalter, SP
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Even before the encyclical’s 
June 18 release, various factions 
were lining up to either disclaim 
the document or to use it as 
a moral guide for the future. 
Francis is not the first pope to 
make a declaration about the 
environment, but he IS the 
first one to include it as a foundation of an encyclical.

Pope John Paul II and Patriarch Bartholomew of 
Constantinople issued a common declaration on environ-
mental ethics on June 10, 2002. They stated: “. . . at the 
beginning of the third millennium, we are saddened to 
see the daily suffering of a great number of people from 

violence, starvation, poverty, and disease. 
We are also concerned about the negative 
consequences for humanity and for all 
creation resulting from the degradation of 
some basic natural resources such as water, 
air and land, brought about by an economic 
and technological progress which does not 
recognize and take into account its limits”. 
Their declaration also states: “Respect for 
creation stems from respect for human 
life and dignity.  It is only (through) the 
basis of our recognition that the world 
is created by God that we can discern an 
objective moral order within which to 
articulate a code of environmental ethics. 

In this perspective, Christians and 
all other believers have a specific role 
to play in proclaiming moral values 
and in educating people in ecologi-
cal awareness, which is none other 
than responsibility towards self, 
towards others, towards creation.” 

➺➺

p Pope Francis comforted Filipinos devastated 
by the typhoon and earthquake last January.
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“The Earth, our home, is 
beginning to look more and 
more like an immense pile of 
filth. In many parts of the 
planet, the elderly lament that 
once beautiful landscapes are 
now covered with rubbish.”

“Never have 

we so hurt and 

mistreated our 

common home 

as we have 

in the last 200 

years.” 

“We are not God. The 
Earth was here before 
us and was given to us.” 

“The idea of infinite or 
unlimited growth, which 

proves so attractive to 

economists, financiers and 
experts in technology . . .  

is based on the lie that 

there is an infinite supply of 
the earth’s goods, and this 
leads to the planet being 

squeezed dry at every limit.”

“Yet all is not 

lost. Human beings, 

while capable of 

the worst, are also 

capable of rising 

above themselves, 

choosing again 

what is good, and 

making a new start.”

F rom the moment that Sister Joyce 
Green stepped to the podium to chair the 2015 
Provincial Chapter/Community Days gathering on July 
27, Sisters of Providence and Providence Associates 
and Companions participating were in for a treat.  
Who knew Sister Joyce has skills as a standup 
comedian?  (“God has indeed given Joyce a well-
trained tongue,” quipped facilitator Sister Linda 
Haydock, SNJM.) Sister Joyce kept everyone in stitches 
throughout the 3 ½-day session at the Charles 
Hawley Conference Center in Renton, Wash.  In 
addition to the approximately 100 participants at that 

venue, other sisters participated by videoconferencing 
from St. Joseph Residence in Seattle and Emilie Court 
in Spokane.

The schedule was packed with prayer, presentations, 
discernment, fellowship and breaking bread together.  
By the time it was over, the sisters had unanimously 
adopted a corporate stance in favor of comprehensive 
immigration reform, heard a presentation from the co-
author of a book on the changing face of religious life, 
and delighted in a sharing by young sisters about their 
educational achievements as they prepare for lives of 
ministry and service.  Some of the highlights follow on 
pages 3-5.

  2 3T his concept is familiar to 
Sisters of Providence through our 
Constitution and Rules, especially 
C26 and R 26.1 and 26.2. 

C 26 states: Attention to the 
needs of the poor and situations of 
injustice which oppress them arouses 
in us a concern for the demand of social 
justice. We therefore consider it a duty 
to promote human dignity by acts of 
solidarity with persons and groups, 
sharing what we have with them to 
the point of risking our own security.

R 26.1: We view natural resources 
as an occasion to praise God’s Providence, 
and we promote the responsible use of 
goods that belong to all of humanity.

R 26.2: In our response to the call 
to social justice, we strive to eliminate 
the causes of poverty according to our 
possibilities. 

Climate change is one of the most 
significant topics of our time and we 
are impelled to act according to our 
morals and ethics.  To learn more about 
the issues involved, the impacts and 
the connections, explore the links 
on the Sisters of Providence web page 
(www.sistersofprovidence.net), 
including a link to the encyclical itself. l

     

the global discussion of climate change
Here are some of the most powerful quotes from Pope Francis’ 

encyclical on the environment:



The action to adopt the 

corporate stance in favor of compre-
hensive immigration reform was 
taken “in response to the current 
crisis of refugees coming into our 
country from homelands racked by 
social unrest and extreme danger to 
their lives”.

The sisters have experienced the 
scope of the crisis and the resulting 
trauma it inflicts on families 
firsthand.  Two sisters assisted 
women and children who flooded 
the border between the United 
States and Mexico, fleeing from the 
threat of violence in Central 
American countries last year.  Other 
sisters administer a scholarship 
program in El Salvador that for two 
decades has given young people in 
the Bajo Lempa region of the 
Usulutan an alternative to joining 
gangs or becoming gang victims.  

“Our corporate stance affirms 
our solidarity with the refugees and 
immigrants and is in keeping with 
our pursuit of social justice for the 
poor and vulnerable,” said Provincial 
Superior Judith Desmarais. “Like our 
first corporate stance, in opposition 
to the death penalty, this action is 
a result of prayer, discernment and 
dialogue, and will be part of our 
prayer and action in the future.”   

Corporate stance in favor of comprehensive 

immigration reform

The corporate stance says 
the Sisters of Providence 
support comprehensive immigra-
tion reform that:

• Outlines an earned legaliza-
tion program that would allow 
foreign nationals living in the 
United States to apply to adjust 
their status to obtain lawful 
permanent residence and 
eventually full citizenship;

• Supports a future worker 
program to permit foreign-born 
workers to enter the country safely 
and legally and includes workplace 
protections and living wages;

• Safeguards against the 
displacement of U.S. workers;

• Changes family-based 
immigration to increase the number 
of family visas and reduces waiting 
times for family reunification;

• Restores due process 
rights taken away by the 1996 
Illegal Immigration Reform and 
Immigrant Responsibility Act;

• Addresses the root causes of 
migration in sending countries, 
including poverty, civil warfare 
and lawlessness; and

• Focuses law enforcement on 
those who truly threaten public 
safety, e.g., drug and human 
traffickers, smugglers and would-be 
terrorists, in a targeted, propor-
tional and humane manner.

The foundation for the corporate 
stance is rooted in the Sisters of 
Providence Constitutions, No. 26:  
“Attention to the needs of the poor 
and to situations of injustice which 
oppress them arouses in us a 
concern for the demands of social 
justice. We therefore consider it a 
duty to promote human dignity 
by acts of solidarity with persons 
and groups, sharing what we 
have with them even to the point 
of risking our own security.”

A committee has been actively 
working on this initiative for a few 
years.  The committee members 
are Sister Charlene Hudon, Sister 
Chauncey Boyle, Sister Charlotte Van 
Dyke and Kathryn Kurtz, a Providence 
Peace Community member. Imple-
mentation of the corporate stance, 
including education and advocacy 
initiatives, will be discussed by the 
sisters in their local communities.  
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p Participants plotted their 
ancestors’ arrival to this country on 
an immigration chart as part of the 
discussion on immigration reform.

qSr. Joyce Green shared a 
moment with Marian Julum-
Weaver, PA (right). 

t Sr. Joyce 
Green was a 
delightfully witty 
and engaging 
chair of the 
gathering.

➺➺
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“New Generations of Catholic 

Sisters: The Challenge of Diversity”

Editor’s note:

Sister Maureen Newman, a 
Jubilarian featured in the summer 
issue, began her education ministry as 
a teacher’s aide at St. Michael School, 
Olympia, Wash., and then as a member 
of a primary grade teaching team.   
She taught for 35 years, including at 
St. Joseph School in Vancouver, Wash., 
and at St. Therese School in Seattle, 
where she also was assistant principal.

Mary Johnson, S.N.D.de N., preceded her presentation 
with two dozen interviews with sisters who entered Mother 
Joseph Province from other countries, including newer 
members, transfers and sisters who entered as far back as 
1959.  Sister Mary, who is from Springfield, Mass., also 
attended the liturgy and shared lunch with the sisters at St. 
Joseph Residence.  

The book, “New Generations of Catholic Sisters: The 
Challenge of Diversity,” is in its fourth printing. The changing 
demographics and geography of the 80 million Catholics in 
the United States, about a quarter of the population, presents 
challenges, she explained. The majority of them are 20- to 
30-year-old millennials and Post-Vatican II Catholics between 
the ages of 30 and 40.  Their generations define their culture, 
with distinct sets of values and meanings.   

The pace of diversity is rapid.  Among women religious, 
94 percent in final vows are white, compared to 61 percent in 
initial formation.  Sister Mary said Hispanic and Latino women 
are underrepresented by population, while Asian women are 
overrepresented, with many of the latter invited to consider 
religious life by a sister, “as part of a rich Catholic culture”. 

Today, the invitation to consider religious life is 
likely to come from a priest. 

Whether members of the community wear a 
habit or not is not the determining factor on why 
women join.  “Religious life is a group sport,” she 
explained.  Potential members are drawn by 
mission and ministry and prefer a living community 
with four to eight members for “deepening of our 
life together” through relationship, support, 
diversity and conserving resources.  

Blessings and challenges come out of the 
openness of older, wiser sisters, cross-generational 
connecting and bonding, shared prayer, connection 
to the mission through service, and connection to 
the larger community.

“I hope you recognize what you have.  You are 
really blessed,” Sister Mary told members of Mother 
Joseph Province’s international, intercultural and 
intergenerational congregation.

Sister Mary Johnson will return to the Northwest 
next February for a presentation sponsored by 
Region 15 of the Leadership Conference of Women 
Religious (LCWR).  Sisters from Mother Joseph 
Province will be interested to hear what else she has 
learned in her research. 
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Edie Rice-Sauer gave an 
update on the Transitions 
intercommunity ministry. q

p Sr. Joyce Green thanks Sr. Mary Johnson, 
S.N.D. de N., (right) for her presentation at 
the Provincial Chapter/Community Days.

p PH&S CEO Rod Hochman, 
MD, addressed the gathering, 
as did Providence Ministries’ 
sponsors including Barbara 
Savage, PA.

p Sister Jo Ann Showalter (left) introduced a panel of 
new leaders of Providence Associates of Mother Joseph.  
Behind her are (from left) Sister Josie Ramac, co-councilor 
for Hispanic and Philippine PAs, Laurie Tanita, Suzanna 
Harland, Kathe Boucha and Margaret Bauer.


