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International 
Formation 
Gathering

Sisters clustered around 
the statue of Blessed Emilie 
Gamelin in the Metro 
station for a photo opp.

tpThey worked hard 
at reflection, sharing, 
listening and dialogue, 
but also found time 
to play as they got to 
know each other.

pThere were 
moments to share 
appreciation of 
individuals and 
their gifts.

And, of course, they recorded the 
presence of everyone involved 
for the historical record. q

N o one could express the beauty of 
the International Initial Formation Gathering 2015 at 
the Providence International Centre in Montreal in 
July better than Sisters Josie Lerios and Alba Letelier.  
They captured its essence in Providence Life: 

“The days unfolded in a dance that intertwined 
moments of prayer, faith sharing, and enriching daily 
presentations by our Wisdom Whisperers, by which they 
introduced us to contemplative listening and dialogue.”

The images here give just 
a hint of that special time.  l
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S ister Julie Macasieb 
came to the United States from the 
Philippines on June 25, 2014, for a 
yearlong cross-cultural experience.  In 
that year she spent time with sisters 
in Seattle, Yakima and Spokane.  She 
also attended a conference on Catholic 
Religious Life at St. Mary’s College in 
Indiana, the National Religious Vocation 
Conference (NRVC) in Chicago, the 
Religious Education Congress in 
Anaheim, Calif., and the Women of 
Providence in Collaboration gathering 
at St. Mary-of-the-Woods in Indiana.

Sound exhausting?  Not to Sister 
Julie.  “There was something every 
day that helped me get to know and 
understand the sisters better,” she 
explained.  “It was a forming and 
deepening of relationships and getting 
to know another culture.”  That was 
especially true in Spokane, where she 
spent ten months full of ministry 
experiences, including helping with 
the RCIA program at St. Aloysius 
Parish on Sundays, volunteering at 
Our Place on Mondays, teaching guitar 
lessons at St. Charles Parish, partici-
pating with Engaging Spirituality at 
St. Aloysius Parish on Tuesdays, and 
helping with retreats for students 
at Gonzaga University.  In her spare 
time, she visited Providence sisters 
at Emilie Court, joined Sister Karen 
Hawkins, vocation director, in collab-
orative vocation ministry, and assisted 
at Twilight retreats for women.  She 
even participated in the Spokane 
community’s annual Bloomsday run.

“I learned how they do things, and 
I also experienced the four seasons 
and was stunned by the beauty of 
Washington,” Sister Julie said. She will 
not forget how the trees turn color in 
the fall and the experience of driving 
through Stevens Pass during a mild 
winter that allowed her to “experi-
ence the four seasons, sunrise, rain, 
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Sister Julie 
visits Spokane 
from the 
Philippines 
     and discovers 
another world

Cross-cultural experiences enrich

hail, snow and stars – all in one day!  
I am in awe and wonder at the beauty 
of creation; God’s loving presence 
is manifested to me, in nature, in 
community and in everything.”

And there were other unexpected 
delights, like catching up with a college 
friend who had migrated to Spokane 
with her family.  They renewed their 
friendship over Filipino food and 
sharing in Tagalog.  She met her 
friend’s husband and their three sons 
enrolled at Gonzaga Prep. That gave 
Sister Julie an additional connection 
to the Filipino and Asian community 
at Gonzaga University, where she 
bonded with the freshmen and met 
their parents. Other delights were 
the opportunity to participate in 
the gathering of the 55 and younger 
sisters. She also enjoyed meeting 
Filipina sisters from other religious 
communities at conferences and 
formed connections with them.   

“The entire experience far exceeded 
the goals I set for myself,” Sister Julie 
said.  “There were, of course, challenges. 
They are part of life and opportunities 
for growth.”   Among the challenges 
were the differences in values across 
cultures and how they are expressed.  
For example, she said, adding the 
caveat that her perspective is that of an 
outsider, independence is a high value 
here, as is respect for elders, but the 
interplay of those values is different.  

“In the Philippines, if you see an elderly 
person carrying something heavy, you 
automatically do it for them.  Here, they 
are likely to say they can do it themselves.” 

Sister Julie was the last of the sisters 
in the Philippines to embark on a cross-
cultural experience.  Sister Lucy Vasquez 
had spent time in Yakima and Sister 
Beth Rayray, in Edmonton.  Sister Julie, 
who will celebrate 25 years as a Sister of 
Providence in 2018, of course had been 
introduced to Mother Joseph Province 
before she came here for this experience.  
But this time, after her extended stay, 
“I hope to share all this richness of the 
experience and all that I received with 
our local community in the Philippines, 
in ministry in the local Church.”  

She returned to her native country 
on June 23 to go back to work in campus 
ministry.  She also will be part of the 
vocation team, accompanying women 
in Come and See opportunities.  

“This was a time rich in God’s grace 
and the abundant gift of God’s love. I have 
experienced growth in self-knowledge, 
understanding and acceptance. It has 
broadened my perspective. No words 
can suffice to describe it,” she said.  l

“I am in awe and 

wonder at the beauty 

of creation; God’s 
loving presence is 

manifested to me, in 

nature, in community 

and in everything.”

p Sister Julie Macasieb plays 
guitar at St. Charles Parish.

t She participated in a Spokane 
tradition, the annual Bloomsday fun 
run, with Srs. Vilma Franco (left) 
and Rosa Sen Nguyen (center).



C oming from Bernard Morin 
Province (BMP) in Chile, Sister Claudia 
Ruiz was ready to learn when she arrived 
in the Northwest for a yearlong cross-
cultural experience last December.  She 
was ready to tackle not just learning 
another language, but different customs 
and ideas and even adjusting to life in 
another province of the international 
congregation of Sisters of Providence.  

She has kept her bags packed, with 
good reason, as she has traveled to 
Spokane, Burbank, Yakima and Seattle, and 
even to the Religious Education Confer-
ence in Anaheim.  And she has kept busy, 
learning English at the ELS Language 
Center in Seattle and helping with the 
food bank at St. Mary’s Parish there.

“The most fun has been getting to 
know the province,” Sister Claudia said 
with the assistance of Sister Vilma Franco 
to help translate her thoughts in a recent 
interview. “I did not know Mother Joseph 
Province very well before coming to this 
experience, but now that I have had this 
time living with the sisters, I have learned 
to know them much better.  It has been 
very rewarding.  It also has been fun trying 
to make the sisters understand me when 
they do not understand my English.”  Sister 
Claudia’s understanding of sentences and 
ideas expressed in English is improving, but 
she still benefits from translation at times.
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Getting to know us

Sister Claudia Ruiz, of BMP, explores life    
                                    in Mother Joseph Province

gSister Claudia Ruiz loved 
this spectacular flower 
garden in Edmonton.

She has been in the religious community for 
21 years and works as a K-12 teacher in philoso-
phy and religion. She came to this cross-cultural 
experience hoping to learn more about the 
spirituality, the international experience of the 
community, and how that manifests the mission  
of the Sisters of Providence in the world. She would 
definitely recommend the experience, she said. 
“It has helped me to grow as a person and as 
a Sister of Providence.  “I understand now we 
are all one family; different provinces, 
but we are one.” l  

“Wake up the world!”
“Be witnesses of a different way of doing 
things, of acting, of living!”– Pope Francis

    As Sisters of Providence, we 

respond to the cry of the poor and 

the vulnerable wherever we encounter 

them. That is why two sisters 

journeyed to the U.S. border with 

Mexico to assist an unprecedented 

wave of families and unaccompanied 

children

from Central 

America.

    That’s also why we have been bringing 

scholarships and hope for a brighter future to 

young people in El Salvador for nearly 20 years.

    Learn more in a video on our website 

(www.sistersofprovidence.net). Let us know if we 

can help you explore whether you are called to this 

very special life.

Sisters of Providence 
Mother Joseph Province

Karen Hawkins, SP, Vocation Director

Seattle, WA – (206) 661-5925

vocations@providence.org

www.sistersofprovidence.net l  www.facebook.com/sistersofprovidencemjp
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L ast October, 
Sisters of Providence entrusted 
their cherished Sojourner Place 
ministry to a new partner: Jubilee 
Women’s Center. It was a transi-
tion that marked the end of an era 
for the sisters and the beginning 
of a new era for Sojourner Place. 
One year later, we see just how 
accurate it is to say, “When one 
door closes, another opens…”

As part of Jubilee Women’s 
Center, Sojourner Place has 
continued in the spirit of the Sisters 
of Providence, supporting single 
women and pregnant women who 
are committed to working on the 
causes of their homelessness. The 
new partnership is also adding 
value in many ways by broadening 
support services and resources for 
the women of Sojourner Place.

Sister Jessica Taylor has been 
a counselor and care manager at 
Sojourner Place since the organi-
zations came together a year ago, 
shepherding the residents through 
resistance and concern to accep-
tance and appreciation for their 
new opportunities. With expanded 
job and life-skills classes, an extra 
resident room, building upgrades and 
a more flexible program, Sojourner 
Place residents are recognizing the 
benefits of the new partnership.

As Sister Jessica sees it, one of 
the biggest changes in aligning the 
two programs is that the women at 
Sojourner Place are now enjoying 
a more personalized approach to 
care management. “We are doing 
a much better job of meeting each 
woman’s needs,” she said. “I can 
say, ‘Let’s look at your situation 
and see how we can work with 
this.’ It’s much more flexible.” 

Sojourner Place update 

Reflections on the   
                          first year as part of 
 

Jubilee Women’s Center
by Anita Cech, JWC marketing manager

This dovetails well with 
an overall shift toward more 
freedom at Sojourner Place—
the environment in general is 
no longer as strictly controlled. 
For example, residents are not 
required to attend Tuesday 
and Thursday meetings if 
they have work or another 
approved commitment. The 
curfew is gone, as well. “Giving 
the women more freedom has 
made a profound difference,” explained 
Sister Jessica. “I tell them, ‘It’s not 
about strict monitoring or how you 
come and go. It’s about how you 
arrange your life to be successful.’ ”

The melding of Sojourner Place 
with Jubilee offers other benefits to 
the women, as well. Residents have 
a new option if they are nearing the 
end of the transitional program at 
Sojourner Place but not quite ready 
to live independently. Jubilee’s main 
site in Capitol Hill allows residents a 
longer length of stay so they can take 
the extra time they need to become 
financially stable and prepared for 
self-sufficiency. This was the perfect 
option for one resident who moved 
recently from Sojourner Place to the 
main site, was able to find a job shortly 
thereafter, and is now getting closer 
to living on her own. The move for 
her provided just the extra incentive 
she needed, and for her “family” 
at Sojourner, it became a positive 
sign that the Capitol Hill Jubilee 
community was their community, too.

While the advantages of partner-
ship for the women of Sojourner 
Place are evident, the benefit to 
staff must not be overlooked. “Staff 
at Sojourner Place used to be more 
isolated in their work,” said Sister 
Jessica. “Jubilee brought in a spectrum 
of support for staff. We now have 

access to a much bigger knowledge 
base through our colleagues, which 
helps us more effectively meet the 
needs of each woman we serve.”

As a member of both the Sisters 
of Providence and Jubilee Women’s 
Center communities, Sister Jessica 
has a unique perspective on the 
past year as the two organizations 
came together. Though there were 
the inevitable bumps along the way, 
including some major home-mainte-
nance issues, the new relationship 
has been a healthy one. “What we do 
and who we serve hasn’t changed, 
and the circumstances that bring 
them here haven’t changed,” said 
Sister Jessica. “But now we are 
doing a better job of working with 
each woman in a more personalized 
way, getting her connected with the 
education and resources she needs to 
build a stable and fulfilling future.”

“It’s still the same ministry—just 
changing to respond to the contem-
porary needs of the women who 
live here,” added Sister Jessica. 
“We welcome your continued 
voices in prayer for Sojourner 
Place and the women you’ve minis-
tered to all these years.”  l

Sister Jessica Taylor talks with a 
resident at Sojourner Place, now 
part of Jubilee Women’s Center.


