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Agnes 
Mason, PA

Agnes Mason, born 
February 5, 1921, in Viking, 
Alberta, Canada, died with 
loving care at St. Mary Medical Center in Walla Walla, 
Wash., on March 16 at age 94. She was the oldest and 
last member of the immediate family of Louis Ruzicka 
Sr. and the mother of Helen Mason, SP.

Her parents were U.S. citizens born in Nebraska 
and Oklahoma.  Most of her schooling took place in 
Oregon.

Agnes became a Providence Associate on August 
5, 1982, and was one of the Walla Walla regional 
coordinators.  She also was a member of St. Patrick 
Church, its altar society (serving as president from 
1971 to 1977), Catholic Daughters, 4-H leader and 
Camp Fire leader, and sang in the parish choir at one 
time.  She worked as a secretary at St. Patrick’s Grade 
School for 28 years, and then became the secretary 
for the religious education program when the school 
closed.  She worked at Birds Eye many years ago 
besides always helping on the family farm.

Agnes loved flowers and gardening, was proud 
of her Czech heritage and could speak the language 
fluently. She was a hard worker and thought of others 
first.  Agnes and Sister Helen drove on many scenic 
trips and enjoyed their time together.

In addition to Sister Helen she is survived by 
numerous relatives in the United States and  
Canada, including the families of Mary Ruzicka, 
Eleanor Ruzicka, Mary Jane Ruzicka, Louise Ruzicka 
Theriault, Bill Ruzicka and Robyn Ruzicka Lopez.  
Her former husband Roland Mason died in 2003.

Visitation was held March 22.  Funeral Mass was 
celebrated March 23 at St. Patrick Catholic Church, 
followed by interment at Mountain View Cemetery.

Memorials may be sent in care of Herring 
Groseclose Funeral Home to the Sisters of Providence, 
Mother Joseph Province, or to St. Patrick Church. l

Vincent John 
Rogers, PA 

Vincent John Rogers, 
PA, age 88, died on his 
birthday, January 1, 2015, 
in Spokane Valley, Wash.  He was born 
January 1, 1927, at Gold Creek, Mont., 
to John and Marguerite Rogers and was 
the fifth of eight children.

He attended school in Gold Creek 
and graduated from Powell County High 
School in Deer Lodge, Mont. In 1960 he 
married Marian Mills in Coeur d’Alene, 
Idaho.  She died in 2008 after 48 years of 
marriage. Vincent, a carpenter by trade, and 
Marian spent many years traveling in their 
motorhome.  They loved going for rides in the 
mountains and picking huckleberries. 

Vincent was preceded in death by his 
wife, his parents, sisters Josephine Mehr and 
Frances Lange, and brothers Albert, George 
and Tony. He is survived by sisters Veronica 
Rabel and Teresa Smith and many nieces and 
nephews. A special thank you to Harbor Crest 
Assisted Living staff. 

A memorial service was held May 16 at 
Hennessey Funeral Home and Crematory, 
Spokane Valley, followed by inurnment at 
Holy Cross Cemetery.  l
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Anna 
Burris, SP
(Sister Frances Ann)

Sister Anna Burris, age 
87, a Sister of Providence 
for 68 years, died April 6 at 
St. Joseph Residence, Seattle.

Sister Anna was born September 27, 1927, to 
Francis Albert Burris and Blanche Hazel Heising 
of Grand Forks, ND.  She was the third child 
of 11.  She attended St. Michael (elementary) 
School and spent her freshman year at St. James 
Academy, both in Grand Forks.  The family moved 
to Vancouver, Wash., in the summer of 1942 and 
she graduated from Providence Academy there in 
May 1945.  

On July 17, 1946, Sister Anna entered the 
Sisters of Providence novitiate at Mount St. 
Vincent in Seattle. She professed first vows there 
on July 19, 1948, and final vows on July 19, 1951.

In 1956 Sister Anna earned a bachelor of arts 
degree in education from the College (now 
University) of Great Falls (MT).  At Seattle 
University, she earned a master of arts degree in 
administration/guidance in 1962.

Her 40 years of ministry in education were at:  
Maryville Academy, Des Plaines, Ill.; St. Catherine
School, Holy Family School and Blanchet High 
School, Seattle; Holy Rosary School, Moxee, Wash.; 
St. Michael School, Olympia, Wash.; St. Joseph 
Academy, Yakima, Wash.; St. Finbar School, 
Burbank, Calif.; Monroe High School, Fairbanks, 
Alaska;  and Carroll High School, Yakima.  From 
1969 to 1989 she taught special education at West 
Seattle High School. 

After retirement, Sister Anna devoted her 
time to genealogy, sports, the computer and 
reunions.

She is preceded in death by her parents and 
siblings.  She is survived by her sisters Teresa 
Blanche Burris Pausch, Judith Frances Nibler and 
Joyce Elaine Burris.  

Vigil service was held April 12 and the Funeral 
Mass was celebrated April 13, both at St. Joseph 
Residence.  Burial was at Calvary Cemetery, 
Seattle.  Bonney-Watson Funeral Home was in 
charge of arrangements.

Memorial contributions in her honor may 
be made to the Sisters of Providence Retirement 
Fund, 1801 Lind Avenue SW, #9016, Renton, WA  
98057-9016. l
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Fran Sauer, formerly Mary Anthony, 
SP, died March 4 in Colfax, Wash.

Marilyn Kruse, OP, aunt of 
Charlotte Van Dyke, SP, died March 7 
in Sinsinawa, Wisc.

Roberta Sinclair (McHorney), 
sister of Shirley Hofmeister, PC, 
died April 12 in Valencia, Calif.

Juan D. “JD” Gutierrez, son of 
Ninfa Gutierrez, PA, died April 21 
in Yakima, Wash.

Setsuyo Mulcahey, aunt of 
Yvonne LeBlanc, SP, died May 16 
in Puyallup, Wash.

Phil Ryan, brother of Joan R. 
McGavick, PA, died May 19 in 
Cresco, Iowa.

Anne V. 
Deuprey, SP
(Sister Rose)

Sister Anne V. Deuprey, 
age 98, a Sister of Providence 
for 70 years, died May 22 at 
St. Joseph Residence, Seattle.  

She was born June 26, 1916, in Reno, Nev., 
the oldest of three children born to Hillyer 

Deuprey and Ella Daly.  She grew up in California 
and attended Beverly Hills High School before 
the family moved to Berkeley, Calif., where she 
enrolled at Mills College as a music student.  In 
1938 she decided to redirect her life and chose 
nursing. In February of 1944 she graduated from 
Providence School of Nursing in Oakland, Calif. 

On August 27, 1944, Sister Anne entered the 
Sisters of Providence novitiate in Seattle, where 
she professed first vows on February 28, 1946, and 
final vows on February 28, 1949.

In 1956 she received a bachelor’s degree in 
nursing and in 1969 she earned a master’s degree 
in religious education in the SUMORE program, 
both from Seattle University. 

Her 30 years of ministry in nursing were 
in Oregon: Providence Medford Medical Center 
(formerly Sacred Heart Hospital), Providence 
Portland Medical Center, Providence St. Vincent 
Medical Center (formerly St. Vincent Hospital), 
Portland; in California:  Providence Hospital, 
Oakland; and in Washington:  St. Joseph Hospital, 
Vancouver, St. Elizabeth Hospital, Yakima, and 
Providence Mount St. Vincent, Seattle.  

She retired in 1984 to St. Joseph Residence in 
Seattle, where she devoted her time to volunteer-
ing in pastoral ministry, hospice care, listening to 
music and enjoying life as a Sister of Providence.

Sister Anne is preceded in death by her 
parents and sister Florence Whitten.  She is 
survived by her brother, Hillyer Deuprey, in San 
Diego, Calif.  

Vigil Service was held May 28 and Funeral 
Mass was celebrated May 29, both at St. Joseph 
Residence.  Burial was at Calvary Cemetery, 
Seattle.  Bonney-Watson Funeral Home was in 
charge of arrangements.

Contributions in Sister Anne’s memory may 
be made to the Sisters of Providence Retirement 
Fund, 1801 Lind Avenue SW, #9016, Renton, WA  
98057-9016.  l



Providence High School news

Throughout Lent, Providence 
High School students collected and 
raised money for the Sisters of Provi-
dence mission in El Salvador.  The 
students’ efforts resulted in $2,500 
that will help provide scholar-
ships for students in El Salvador.

Sister Charlene Hudon was invited 
to the high school in Burbank, Calif., 
on Ash Wednesday to present infor-
mation to students about the sisters’ 
scholarship program in El Salvador. 
Sister Charlene shared the story 
of how the scholarship program 
began some two decades ago and 
how it has helped bring hope to 
young people and their families.  

Nick Estrada, head of campus 
ministry and a school alumnus, 
said the theme of the drive was 

PHS senior receives 
Christian Service Award 
from L.A. archbishop

Meghan Mei, a Providence High 
School senior, was one of 50 Christian 
Service Award medal recipients from 
high schools in the Los Angeles Archdi-
ocese who were honored at a special 
Mass at the Cathedral of Our Lady of the 
Angels on March 19.  Archbishop José 
H. Gomez concelebrated with about 15 
other priests and liturgical music was 
provided by the all-archdiocesan choir, 
including two more PHS students.

Meghan was accompanied by her 
parents, Kim and Michael Mei, her 
sister Emilie, also a PHS student, and 
an aunt and uncle.  Also in attendance 
were Sister Teresa White and PHS 
administrators and faculty, including 
Head of School Joe Sciuto and Principal 
Allison Castro.  

Meghan is a leader in campus 
and community humanitarian 
activities, including Ascencia Shelter 
for three years. l  

Providence Singers from 
Burbank win festival awards 
and visit SJR and PH&S

Providence Singers, an ensemble 
of 46 musicians from Providence 
High School in Burbank, Calif., came 
to Seattle to compete in the National 
Heritage Music Festival in April.  They 
also stopped by St. Joseph Residence 
and the Renton headquarters of 
the Sisters of Providence and Provi-
dence Health & Services to share 
their musical gifts.  They brought 
home a gold rating in the Concert 
Choir Division along with the Spirit 
of Seattle Award, given based on 
the actions and character of the 
participants throughout the festival 
weekend.  In addition, two students 
were honored with individual 
achievement awards: Alissa Goretsky, 
a freshman, received the Maestro 
Award, and Chris Lorenzo, a senior, 
received the Ovation Award. l

“Called to be People of Provi-
dence”. “We encouraged students 
to give up something for Lent 
and to use those funds to do 
something for someone else,” Nick 
said. “Spare change can change 
lives.” The fundraising drive began 
Ash Wednesday and continued 
through Holy Thursday. l

Student fundraiser for El Salvador raises $2,500

u

25th anniversary of 
Medical Focus Program

The celebration at the 
high school’s annual gala in 
Burbank, Calif., was a joyous 
reminder of the school’s 
rebirth and revitalization.

The “fate” of the school 
was the subject of intense 
meetings beginning in 1988 
in what then Principal Lucille 
Dean, SP, called “a difficult but 
hope filled time”.  She and other 
Sisters of Providence united 
with administrators, teachers, 
staff, parents, students and the 
community to save their beloved 
school.  They put their faith in 
Divine Providence, beginning 
one of the most exciting times 
in the school’s history.  

Many thanks to all who 
joined the effort that created 
an outstanding and innova-
tive Medical Focus Program 
that introduces and 
prepares students for a 
vital and growing field of 
medical training, research 
and employment. l
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The students designed 
this poster for their 
fundraising campaign.

Meghan Mei, recipient of the Christian 
Service Award (center) is pictured 
with (from left) Sr. Teresa White, 
Sr. Angela, Principal Allison Castro 
and Head of School Joe Sciuto.

The Providence Singers gather for a photo near 
the statue of Blessed Emilie Gamelin in Renton.

Sr. Charlene Hudon 
speaks to the Providence 
High School students.
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Sr. Rosa Sen Nguyen 
is recognized by honor 
society

Sister Rosa Sen Nguyen has 
received an achievement award for 
adult learners from Gonzaga Univer-
sity national honor society Alpha 
Sigma Lambda.  Sister Rosa 
maintained a 3.6 GPA while working 
as resident supervisor at Catholic 
Charities’ St. Margaret’s Shelter for 
women and children and as student 
administrator for psychology research 
at GU.  Sigma Alpha Lambda’s 
mission is to recognize academic 
achievement, to engage members in 
service, and to develop leaders.       

http://www.facebook.com/sistersofprovidencemjp  Find us on        
Facebook!

Briefs
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Sister Sharon Fitzpatrick 
is Alzheimer’s volunteer 
of the year

Sister Sharon Fitzpatrick, who 
volunteers at the Seattle office of 
the Washington State Alzheimer’s 
Assoc-iation, received its Volunteer 
of the Year award on April 16 at the 
organization’s annual convention at 
the Seattle Convention Center.  She 
faithfully works at any task she is 
given.  She had a big part in the 
preparation of many aspects of 
registration and the materials for 
the convention.  She has helped 
with other daylong sessions for 
those who are beginning to have 
memory loss or who care for others 
experiencing it.  In April, she began 
the facilitation for a support group 
of caregivers for persons with 
memory loss.  

Congratulations, Sister Sharon, 
for faithful dedication to the 
Alzheimer’s Association and those 
who are served by it! l

Sr. Rosa received the award along 
with eight other adult learners in an 
April 19 ceremony on campus.

Sister Rosa graduated from GU on 
May 10 with a major in psychology, 
a minor in theology, some elective 
classes in accounting and math, and 
a certificate to teach English as a 
Second Language (ESL).  Whew!  All 
that in just four years!  After a home 
visit to Vietnam, she will go to Burbank, 
Calif., to begin training as an account-
ing assistant for Providence High 
School. Congratulations, Sr. Rosa!  l

Sr. Marisol Avìla to 
do vocation ministry

Sister Marisol Avìla 
has been appointed to do 

vocation ministry for Mother Joseph 
Province, a role she had been doing 
unofficially in Yakima, Wenatchee 
and Othello, Wash.  Sister Marisol, 
a native of Chile, most recently was 
a volunteer at Annunciation House 
in El Paso, Texas, a temporary 
housing site for undocumented 
immigrant women and children.

She also has been an English as 
a Second Language (ESL) student 
and volunteered at St. Joseph 
Parish in Yakima, in addition to 
attending the 2014 National Religious 
Vocation Conference in Chicago.

“We are grateful to Sister Marisol 
for her willingness to serve our 
province in this role and for sharing 
our stories with parishes, schools 
and campuses throughout the 
province, especially in bilingual 
settings,” Provincial Superior Judith 
Desmarais said in making the 
announcement. “During the Year 
of Consecrated Life, let us all open 
our hearts and hands to welcome 
new members.  And please keep 
this ministry in your daily prayers.”

Sister Marisol will reside in 
Spokane. l

Women in Ministry 
Experience, 
August 1-7

WOMEN IN MINISTRY 
EXPERIENCE WITH THE 
SISTERS OF PROVIDENCE. 
Explore your vocation and 
call. Begin in Seattle with 
the sisters’ Jubilee celebra-
tion and then travel to Twin 
Lakes, Idaho, and Spokane 
to join the sisters in prayer, 
faith-sharing and ministry. 
Contact Sister Karen Hawkins 
for information and 
registration at karen.hawkins
@providence.org or 
206-661-5925. www.
sistersofprovidence.net  l

Pictured with Sr. 
Rosa Sen Nguyen 
(seated) are (from 
left) Fr. George 
Morris, S.J., Djr; 
Judi Biggs 
Garbuio, vice 

president of student development; 
Sr. Sue Orlowski, and Jamie Hollis, 
Alpha Sigma Lambda coordinator.

Sr. Sharon Fitzpatrick receives the 
award for volunteer 
of the year from 
Bob LeRoy, 
executive director 
of the Washington 
State Alzheimer’s 
Association .

Peace Community 
and friends 
stand for social justice

Some members of the Peace 
Community and friends stood at 
the Tacoma Detention Center on 
May 9, demonstrating solidarity 
with individuals awaiting a 
hearing date to determine 
whether they would be deported 
or allowed the freedom to be 
with their families.  Sister 
Charlene Hudon said nearly 100 
people participated in the annual 
event and listened to the stories 
of mothers who spent months in 
detention.  They also heard 
about the dysfunction of the 
immigration law from Michael 
Ramos, director of the Church 
Council of Greater Seattle, who 
urged support of H.R. 4620, the 
Accountability in Immigration 
Detention Act of 2014. l 

Members of the Peace Community 
and friends are shown at the 
Tacoma Detention Center.



Three sisters return 
to El Salvador...
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Sr. Chloe Keitges keeps busy 
at St. Anne’s Children & 
Family Center in Spokane.

S ister Ana was reunited with her 
mother Transito, who had found 
sanctuary at St. Ann’s Church in Spokane, 
and with her sister Luisa Westbrook, a 
Providence Associate in Yakima, Wash.  
Today, Sr. Ana works with the homeless 
and with couples seeking reconciliation 
in Portland.  Her father’s body has never 
been found.

Two of the three Salvadoran sisters 
were featured recently in a story for 
Global Sisters Report, a project of National 
Catholic Reporter.  In El Salvador, they 
shared their stories of fear, hurt, loss and 
healing with other Sisters of Providence 
who serve in ministry in La Papalota and 
Angela Montano: Sisters Marita Capili, 
Marilyn Charette, Marcia Gatica and 
Kathryn “Kitsy” Rutan. Together, they 
operate the scholarship program and 
provide formation activities for youth.  

“The sisters who minister in El 
Salvador are also enriched with the spirit 
of Archbishop Romero and our foundress, 
Blessed Emilie Gamelin,” Sister Judith 
said. “They know that the key to overcom-
ing poverty is education and are working 
with and supporting young people 
who are focused on creating a better 
future for themselves and others.”  l

Editor’s note:
To read the Global Sisters Report 
story, go to its website 
(www.globalsistersreport.org) 
or to the Sisters of Providence 
website 
(www.sistersofprovidence.net).

Women religious 
recognized for 
prison and death 
penalty advocacy
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interested in you and your conver-
sation, and whose bright smile puts 
you completely at ease? Sister Chloe 
Keitges, SP, is just such a person.”

For more than a decade, Sister 
Chloe has been volunteering at 
St. Anne’s Children & Family Center 
in Spokane, four hours a day, two 
days a week.  Given a choice of 
where to serve just after the center 
opened in 2004, her response was 
“. . . with the kids! But more impor-
tantly, wherever I am needed.”  
She found her niche in the kitchen, 
where co-workers love her and the 
children all know her by name.

Working with and around 
children is nothing new to Sister 
Chloe.  A former primary school 
teacher, she delighted in bringing 
joy to sick children as the Play Lady 
at Sacred Heart Hospital.  In her 
10-plus years at St. Anne’s she 
has missed only one day, to attend 
a meeting.  Now, that’s dedica-
tion!  Thanks for your faithful, 
dedicated service, Sister Chloe! l

Catholic Mobilizing Network

10-plus years
Sr. Chloe Keitges is 
recognized for 
volunteer service

In celebration of 
National Catholic Sisters’ 
Week, March 8-14, 
Catholic Mobilizing 

Network honored ‘Pioneers for 
Justice: Seven Sisters Whose Prison 
Ministry Inspires Us.”  One of those 
recognized was Sister Joan Campbell, 
who took her anti-death-penalty 
message straight to Pope John 
Paul II in 1991.  As president of the 
American Catholic Correctional 
Chaplains Association, she was in 
Rome for a meeting with the pope 
and chaplains in prison ministry 
from many countries.  If you know 
Sister Joan, you know she made the 
most of the opportunity, discuss-
ing the importance of respect for 
all life and of speaking out against 
state-ordered executions. l

vA beaming photo of Sister Chloe 
Keitges shines on a page of the April 
newsletter of Catholic Charities of 
Spokane. The article begins this way: 
“Have you ever met someone you feel 
like you have known forever – 
someone so comfortable to talk with, 

Sister Joan 
Campbell


