
My ministry during this time 
also included traveling back and 
forth between Angela Montano and 
La Papalota to oversee the mainte-
nance and repair work being done 
on the Sisters of Providence house 
in La Papalota.   In October 2014, 
Sister Kathryn “Kitsy” Rutan arrived 
and we began the work on refocus-
ing the Providence mission in El 
Salvador.  As part of this refocusing, 
the Sisters of Providence left Angela 
Montano and moved back to La 
Papalota in February 2015. 

I now have a new call to return 
to the United States and to begin a 
new ministry.  I leave the beautiful 
country of El Salvador grateful 
for its kind, warm and hospitable 
people.  I see hope in the Providence 
Scholarship Program as it offers 
educational assistance for the youth 
and young adults of the country-
side, and I pray that they will have 
opportunities for employment.

As I leave El Salvador, my hope for 
the people is that they can recognize 
their own strength and beauty and can 
own their community spirit and keep it 
alive.  I pray very much for less violence 
and more peace in El Salvador.  l

gather for a period of personal and 
group development and formation in 
life skills. We are presently exploring 
themes for this formation-develop-
ment component of the program for 
2016 and we hope to involve a wider 
group of Salvadoran women and 
men to assist us with the presenta-
tion and facilitation of the themes.

The Beca Program also empha-
sizes the importance of technology and 
we are inviting our students to make 
use of the available technology in our 
area. Intra-communication within the 
program is being carried out through 
Facebook.  In 2016, for the first time, 
the students will complete the evalua-
tion of the program on the Internet.

The values of the Providence 
Beca Program are compassion, 
respect, responsibility, accountability 
and truth.  It excites me to see the 
continuing progress in the organiza-
tion of the program in a way that is 
consistent with these values. I am 
encouraged to see how open the 
students have been in adapting to the 
new organization of the program.  

One of the tools we are develop-
ing and beginning to use is a new 
database with which we will be able to 
track all Beca recipients: past, present 
and future. Each student has her/his 
own file and this database will allow 
us to recognize trends and to measure 
and analyze the characteristics of the 
students; e.g., how many are living at 
home, general family income levels, 
how many are working outside the 
home, how many have children, our 
dropout rates and general informa-
tion, etc.  A new trend we are already 
seeing is that more of our graduating 
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Providence Scholarship 
(Beca) Program logo q

W hen I reflect on 
the Beca Program, what comes to 
me first is how this program is a 
manifestation of love and compas-
sion and is an authentic expres-
sion of our Providence charism and 
mission.  In this program, we place 
an emphasis on loving solidarity 
(amor solidario) and we ask each Beca 
recipient to be engaged in a personal 
or group project of amor solidario.

I experience our program to 
be creative and innovative, giving 
concrete expression to the “creative 
charity” about which Pope Francis 
speaks. For instance, this year we 
are interviewing each Beca recipient 
and are strengthening our relation-
ship with them and their families. 
We also are becoming acquainted 
with the schools and universities 
which they are attending.  As a 
community of Sisters of Providence 
in El Salvador, we are conscious of the 
signs of the times and of the changing 
realities here in the countryside of 
El Salvador where we minister.

In the interviews with the 
students, by listening carefully to 
them we have been able to identify 
what changes we need to make in 
the program; where we need to 
be flexible and to adjust to their 
needs. This flexibility may involve 
giving a particular student some 
extra support or a second chance 
to meet the program’s criteria.

One important aspect of creative 
compassion is to help the students 
identify their personal strengths, 
talents and dreams, and to support 
them in achieving the goals they set for 
themselves.  Each month the students 

➺➺

Sister Marita 
Capili

Editor’s note:  Sister Marita 
Capili is serving as the president 
of the Sisters of Providence 
Council of Administration for the 
Providence Scholarship (Beca) 
Program in El Salvador. Other 
members of the council are Sister 
Marcia Gatica, Sister Marilyn 
Charette and Sister Kathryn 
Rutan.  The program employs 
three Salvadorans who work 
closely with Sister Marita and  the 
council:  Delmi Ayala, PA,  
program coordinator; Tulio 
Mancia, administrative techni-
cian; and Transito Ruano-Castro, 
PA, formation coordinator.

In this interview, Sister 
Marita shares some reflections on 
her ministry.

Sister 
Marita 
Capili u



assistance is $80, $100 or $150, 
depending on the university or 
school and the courses being taken. 
University students in their final 
year who have specialized courses 
receive a monthly amount of $175. 
The Providence Beca Program 
provides five to six years of financial 
assistance for university studies.  
The most frequently chosen 
university studies are social work, 
business administration, account-
ing, nursing, law, agro-economics 
and English-hospitality-tourism.

Pope Francis tells us that 
education is an important key to 
solving the problem of poverty in 
the world.  With Pope Francis, we 
believe that every person has the 
right and deserves the opportunity 
to receive an education. We thank 
the members of the Mother Joseph 
Province Leadership Team and the 
sisters of the province for your 
generous support for the Providence 
Scholarship (Beca) Program and for 
your continued collaboration.  We 
also wish to thank our generous 
donors who contribute to this work 
of Providence in El Salvador.  l

high school students are opting to 
continue their education at the univer-
sity or technical-school level.  If this 
trend continues, we could see an 
increase in 2017 of 75 to 85 scholar-
ship applicants for university studies. 

The personal stories of these young 
people touch me deeply.  We have 
students who have been abandoned 
by their parents at a very early age, 
students who are very young mothers, 
and those who are working in the 
fields to help support their families.  It 
gives me great joy when Beca students 
graduate and subsequently find 
employment here in El Salvador.  These 
young women and men, by continuing 
to pursue their studies in spite of diffi-
culties and challenges, are contributing 
to breaking the cycle of poverty in their 
families, communities and country.  

We took a risk this year in 
distributing 150 Beca Program appli-
cations when we knew that we could 
not approve more than 120.  The idea 
was to have a wider pool of appli-
cants from which to select.  Also, we 
realized that filling out an application 
and being interviewed is, in itself, 
a formative learning experience.

Of the 150 applications distrib-
uted, 122 completed applications were 
returned.  From these 122 applica-
tions, we have selected 115 recipients 
for 2016, 89 of whom are currently in 
the program.  In 2016, we will have 
63 recipients for university/technical-
school studies and 52 recipients for 
high-school studies. In our selection 
process, we intentionally added some 
new communities (villages) and 
selected young persons from very 
poor families.  The recipients in the 
program range from age 15 to 33.

For the high-school students, the 
monthly financial assistance is $30 
a month, which is used to help pay 
for transportation, school materials, 
Internet charges and meals.             

For the university/technical-
school students, the monthly financial 

Reflections on ministry 
     in El Salvador

Sister Marita Capili...
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Pictured next to Sr. Marcia Gatica is Andreu Oliva, SJ, 
rector of the UCA University.  Next to him is Mario
Dimas, MA, director of student development. q

Sister Marcia 
Gatica

Editor’s note: On September 
10, 2015, Father Andreu Oliba, SJ, 
the rector of the Jesuit University 
of Central America “José Simeón 
Cañas”, presented the following 
award of recognition to Sister  
Marcia Gatica:

The Center of Social Service 

presents this Award to             

Marcia Elizabeth Gatica              

for her contribution to the 

transformation of the country.

Mario Dimas, MA, Director 
of Student Development                
       Evelyn Salgado, Lic., Director 
of the Center of Social Services

S ister Marcia, who is 
majoring in psychology, shares her 
reflections on the significance and 
meaning of this award in this 
interview.

In 2015, the University of 
Central American “José Simeón 
Cañas” (UCA) is celebrating its 
50th anniversary.  As part of the 
anniversary celebrations, the univer-



Thanks for your 

continued support!

sity declared September 10, 2015, as 
Solidarity Day, giving special recog-
nition to students who are noted 
for their commitment to solidar-
ity, some of whom are working in 
solidarity projects in relation to their 
university studies.  I was one of the 
12 who received a special recogni-
tion on this Day of Solidarity. 

This Jesuit university has a 
strong commitment to justice and 
social change and tries to emphasize 
work through networks of solidar-
ity.  As a student at the UCA, 
majoring in psychology with an 
emphasis on social psychology, I am 
a part of this system of networks.

Currently, I am working with 
the UCA migrant project in the 
community of Arcatao, which is 
close to the Salvadoran border with 
Honduras. In this area, there are 
many Honduran migrants, as well as 
native Salvadorans. One of the goals 
of our project is to support the people 
to include the strangers who are in 
their midst.  This is a slow process, 
requiring patience and respect. 
Change and transformation is a slow 
process; it starts with something 
small, with one person at a time.  

There is an important value in 
working in groups and networks.  To 
work in a group is to put our personal 
resources at the service of the group.  
By doing this, we have more resources 
and our work is stronger and more 
effective.  In social psychology, we are 
involved in facilitating persons to work 
together.  This is especially challeng-
ing when there are many different 
persons and cultures interacting and 
“rights” and “duties “can take on 
different meanings for individuals.   

As a human being and a Sister 
of Providence, I want to do my best 
here in El Salvador.  I don’t need to 
concern myself with the results.  I can 
leave the results to God, who knows 
all and will bring all to a conclusion. 

God loves each one of us for who 
we are where we are.  I am committed 
to study and work well where I am 
and with what I am receiving.  I want 
to remain open, live in the present 
and entrust the future to God.  In 
this, I believe, is the gift of peace. 

God, help me to live in “Creative 
prophetic solidarity with the 
poor.” (Constitutions, General 
Chapter, 1978, page XXVI) l
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In this season of Thanksgiving, 
we want to take just a moment to share how thankful 
we are for you and your support and to tell you why it 
means so much.   Here’s just a hint of what your 
support has meant to the ministries of the Sisters of 
Providence in the past year.  

In El Salvador, 115 students ranging in age from  
15 to 33 will receive scholarships for high school or for 
university/technical-school studies next year.  They  
are on their way to better lives for their families  
through careers in social work, business administration, 
accounting, nursing, law, agro-economics and   
hospitality/tourism.  On behalf of them, we say  
“Muchas gracias!”  

Nearly 1,500 low-income women in Seattle have a 
roof over their heads and access to classes in technolo-
gy, life skills and job readiness, and other supports to 
help them get on their feet.  A similar intercommunity 
ministry in Spokane gave a boost to more than 1,600 
poor, homeless women and children this year.  Their 
message to you is: “God bless you for caring!” 

We’d be remiss if we didn’t pass along the special 
thanks of half a dozen new sisters who are preparing 
themselves for lifetimes of ministry to God’s people 
through education.  They are pursuing coursework and 
degrees in business, computer technology, human 
psychology, pastoral ministry, health-care and nonprofit 
leadership, and theology.  Their gratitude is in the form 
of a prayer: “Providence of God, we thank you for all!” 

There are a host of other needs that were met this 
year through the Emilie Gamelin Mission Fund, which 
your undesignated gifts help support.  Many of your 
friends and neighbors found comfort and solace in the 
blessing of those gifts in times of need and hardship.  
They want you to know: “Your helping hand is a lifeline!” 

There is so much more for us to do with your help.  
We invite you to renew your commitment to our mission 
to serve the poor and vulnerable by mailing a check 
payable to Sisters of Providence or donating online at 
www.sistersofprovidence.net. 

On behalf of all the Sisters of Providence, we repeat 
the words of Mother Joseph on her deathbed:  “. . . 
whatever concerns the poor is always our affair.”  
Thank you for demonstrating that you also believe that. 
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Vow renewals

Three sisters recently renewed 
their temporary vows of poverty, 
chastity and obedience. 

Sister Marita Capili renewed her 
vows in El Salvador in the Torogoz 
local community residence in San 
Salvador in the presence of Provincial 
Councilor Josie Ramac. Also present 
for this vow renewal ceremony were 
local community members Sisters 
Marcia Gatica and Marilyn Charette. 

Sister Rosa Sen Nguyen renewed 
her vows in Burbank, Calif.  

Sister Hong Nga Nguyen, who also 
became a U.S. citizen in August, 
renewed her first vows in Seattle.

Blessings on all of you!  l

Missioning

Sister Margarita Hernandez 
recently was missioned to 
Walla Walla, Wash., where she 
is engaged in parish catecheti-
cal ministry at St. Patrick parish.  
Sister Margaret Botch moved to 
Walla Walla to live in community 
with Sister Margarita as she 
begins this new ministry, and 
to volunteer as needed. l

Something to look 

for on the website 

each week . . .

Wednesday Earth Wisdom 
is a special feature that’s 
been added to the Sisters of 
Providence website (www.
sistersofprovidence.net) by the 
Reclaiming Earth Committee.  
It is a nugget offered up each 
week that we all can use to 
examine and strengthen our 
individual efforts to preserve 
and protect our planet.  
Sharing these thoughts is 
an important endeavor in 
keeping with ideas expressed 
in Laudato Si, the encyclical for 
the common good from Pope 
Francis.  The committee hopes 
Wednesday Earth Wisdom will 
enlighten and inspire you. l

Briefs

Sr. Rosa Sen 
Nguyen

Sister 
Margaret 
Botch 

Sister 
Margarita 
Hernandez
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Spokane Bishop Thomas Daly (left) 
and Spokane Mayor David Condon 
(right) congratulated House of Charity 
Volunteers of the Year Dick Haunschild 
and Gordon & Val Carlton.

Sr. Hong Nga Nguyen

A throng of well-wishers
congratulated Sr. Hong Nga when 
she became a U.S. citizen.

Sr. Marita Capili (second from left) 
renewed her vows in El Salvador and was 
joined (from left) by Srs. Marcia Gatica, 
Marilyn Charette and Josie Ramac.

In Spokane
Providence Associate 

honored at Bishop’s Brunch  
Providence Associate Val Carlton and 

her husband Gordon received the Bishop’s 
(Silver Tray) Award in Spokane for their 
volunteerism at Catholic Charities.  The 
brunch was hosted by Bishop Thomas Daly 
and attended by Spokane Mayor David 
Condon and his family. The mayor offered 
thoughts on the initiative to make Spokane 
the most compassionate city in the United 
States.  Thanks, Val and Gordon, for 
contributing to those important efforts. l


