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!e length of stay for the 
temporary vowed sisters
will be from three to six 
months, depending upon 
their individual visas.

Two other sisters in initial 
formation from Chile, Marcia 
Gatica and Marisol Avila, will arrive 
in the province in December for 
a similar visit.  Sister Marcia is in 
her fourth year of profession and is 
studying psychology while teaching 
and serving as a campus minister 
at Colegio Sagrados Corazones 
in La Serena.  Sister Marisol, also 
fourth-year professed, is in pastoral 
ministry in Comodora Rividavia 
in Argentina.  

Sisters Mirlande Desire, of Haiti 
(left), and Hortense Demia 
Mbailaou, of Cameroon, are 
visiting Mother Joseph Province.

Sisters gathered at the 
airport to give a grand 
welcome to Sr. Hortense 
Demia Mbailaou.

!e invitations to visit came 
out of plans for the three-month 
international formation program 
for temporary vowed sisters that 
will begin in Montreal in April 2011.  
Our province’s visitors have an 
opportunity to share their cultures 
with us as we share our lives 
with them. 

your appreciation and love to Sisters 
who have nursed and educated 
friends and family members over the 
years.  And you provide a founda-
tion for the future by helping to 
educate and support the next 
generation of Sisters of Providence.

times, there are many, many in 
need of help and support.  Please 
consider making a year-end, tax-
deductible gift to the Sisters of 
Providence to join us in assisting 
those who need it most.  Every 

-
ence, but when times are hardest, 
a stretch gift is an added blessing.

to our partners in the 
Providence mission 

and a request

Thank you for being our partners 
in continuing the mission to serve the 
poor and vulnerable that began with 
our foundress Blessed Emilie Gamelin 
in Montreal in 1843 and was continued 
in the West by Mother Joseph of the 
Sacred Heart.   Together, with the 
help of our provident God, we can 
touch lives and do our part to leave 
the world better than we found it. 

Donations using a credit card may 
be made on our website, 

t   Donations 
also can be made by mailing a check 
payable to Sisters of Providence to:

 

A
people of faith everywhere thank 
God for the many blessings they 
have received and they express 
their hopes for continued safety, 
health and happiness in the year 
ahead.  It is in that spirit that the 
Sisters of Providence take a moment 
now to thank you for your past 
support of our ministries, and we 
ask you to continue to bless us and 
those we serve with that support.

Your caring, shown through your 
prayers and your donations, truly 

the vulnerable.  help to shelter 
and bring hope to homeless women 
and children seeking a new start at 
Providence Hospitality House and 
Sojourner Place.    reveal some 

students in El Salvador.   show 

S ince late September, 
the sisters of Mother Joseph 
Province have been thrilled to 
open their arms and hearts to 
two sisters in initial formation 
from Haiti and from Cameroon.  
!e "rst to arrive was Sister 
Mirlande Desire, from Haiti, 
followed by Sister Hortense Demia 
Mbailaou, from Cameroon.  !ey 
are spending several months in 
the province as part of an inter-
national experience for sisters in 
initial formation who have not 
yet experienced an international/
cross-border cultural immersion.

Sister Mirlande is in her "rst 
year of temporary profession 
and was in pastoral ministry and 
catechetics before the earthquake 
in Haiti last January.  Sister 
Hortense, second-year professed, 
concluded her BA studies in philos-
ophy in June at the University of 
Central Africa.  

A thank you 



Sisters honored for their         
supportive housing ministry

  

S isters of Providence were 
honored at a liturgy and dinner on 
September 23 in honor of their vision, 
wisdom and dedication to the ministry of 
supportive housing that began 25 years 
ago.  !at date was chosen to celebrate 
Blessed Emilie Gamelin, foundress of 
the Sisters of Providence, who died 
September 23, 1851, in Montreal.  Robert 
Hellrigel, Providence chief executive of 
housing ministry, hosted the celebra-
tion, “Housing is Heritage,” at Providence 
Mount St. Vincent in Seattle.  

!e actual 25th anniversary of the 
birth of the supportive housing ministry 
is March 4, 2011.  On that date in 1985, 
the Sisters of Providence opened Vincent 

the mission

!e Provincial Superior and 
Provincial Council and others 
who assisted with the missioning 
o"er a special blessing to System 
O#ce employees on Mission Day.

Sisters and friends gathered 
to share memories at a dinner 
celebrating the 25th anniversary of 
the ministry of supportive housing.

Provincial Superior Karin 
Dufault missions a System O#ce 
employee on Mission Day.

Annual event



 Jane Dufault, SP

Sister Aurore (Jane) Dufault 
died  August 25 at Mount St. Joseph, 
Spokane, at 105 years of age and after 
86 years as a Sister of Providence. 

She was born Marie Blanche 
Aurore Dufault to Azarie and Marie 
(Papillon) Dufault on March 16, 1905, 
in Gaspé, Quebec, Canada.  She had 
one sister and one brother.  She grew 
up in the home of her maternal grand-
mother at St. Ours’s-sur-Richelieu 
following her mother’s death.  

She received her education at 
the local schools and entered the 
novitiate of the Sisters of Providence 
in Montreal in 1923.  Sister Jane 
professed her !rst vows in 1924 and 
her !nal vows in 1927.  She became a 
U.S. citizen in 1953.  Her older sister, 
Mary Amadee, also became a Sister of 
Providence.

After her profession, Sister Jane 
started a long career of service in the 
institutions of St. Ignatius Province 
(now Mother Joseph Province), where 
she had been assigned in 1925.  Her 
ministry assignments included: 
dietary, Holy Family Hospital, St. 
Ignatius, MT (1925-27, 1946-50); 
dietary and domestic duties, Columbus 
Hospital (now Bene!s Healthcare), 
Great Falls, MT (1927-36); care of 
the elderly, St. Joseph Care Center, 
Spokane, WA (1936-37); work with 
boarders, Mary Immaculate School, 
DeSmet, ID (1937-39); dietary, St. 
"omas Home (now St. "omas Child 
& Family Center), Great Falls, MT 
(1939-40); dietary, St. Patrick Hospital, 
Missoula, MT (1940-46); dietary, 
Mary Immaculate School, DeSmet, ID 
(1950-51); dietary (1951-59), domestic 
duties (1959-68), Columbus Hospital, 
Great Falls, MT; and chapel and garden 
(1968-71), chapel, sacristy, dietary 
(1971-76), Holy Family Hospital, St. 
Ignatius, MT. 

After Sister Jane retired in 
1976 she assisted with processing 
newspaper clippings in the province 
archives until December 1998.

Vigil Service was held September 
1 at Mount St. Joseph, Spokane, and 
the Funeral Mass was celebrated there 

the following day.  Burial followed 
at Holy Cross Cemetery, Spokane. 
Hennessey-Smith Funeral Home was 
in charge of arrangements.

Survivors include cousins William 
Graham, Southbridge, MA; Micheline 
Galante and her husband, Montreal; 
Laurette Papillon, Sherbrooke, 
Quebec; and Cecile Bourassa, Sorel, 
Quebec; as well as several grandniec-
es and grandnephews, many close 
friends, and her community of Sisters 
of Providence.

Memorial contributions in her 
honor may be made to the Sisters of 
Providence Retirement Fund, 1801 
Lind Avenue SW, #9016, Renton, WA 
98057-9016. 

Yvonne Fitzpatrick, mother 
of Sharon Fitzpatrick, SP, 
died  September 26 in 
Spokane, Wash.

Carol Keith, sister-in-law 
of Phyllis Silva Keith, PA, 
died October 24 in 
Bremerton, Wash.

Rest in         Peace

  P LEASE 
REMEMBER IN    
      PRAYER

House at the Market (now Providence Vincent 
House).  "e ministry for the low-income 
elderly was created by the sisters in partner-
ship with the City of Seattle.  "at opening 
date also was signi!cant, said Sister Susanne 
Hartung,  chief integration o#cer for the 
Washington/Montana Region.  “March 
4, 1828, was the day when Blessed Emilie 
Gamelin !rst welcomed the homeless of 
Montreal into her home, which started her on 
the path to founding the Sisters of Providence.”  

Father Paul Magnano was the celebrant 
for the liturgy and Chuck Hawley, Providence 
Ministries sponsor, gave the homily.  Current 
directors of supportive housing ministries 
were given a blessing by former housing 
directors Sisters Kaye Belcher, Chauncey 
Boyle, Mary Grondin and Pat Hauser.  Four 
residents, speaking in Vietnamese, English and 
Cambodian, shared their sentiments about 
what supportive housing has meant to them.

Today, Providence Senior and Community 
Services manages a dozen supportive 
housing programs in Washington, Oregon 
and California.  Supportive housing provides 
appropriate and a$ordable housing and 
services for persons with special needs, 
including the elderly and the disabled. 

 

Employees in the Providence 

Mission Day, a time set aside annually 

Renton, focused on “The Providence Story” 
as told in three chapters:  Chapter One: 
Loving Care for Children; Chapter Two: 
A Healing Touch; and Chapter Three: 
Building a Brighter Future.  Each chapter 
began with an historical perspective 
followed by a focus on ministry today.

Presenters included Sister Barbara 
Schamber, Providence Ministries sponsor; 
Terri Warren, Providence TrinityCare 
Hospice; Sister Rosalie Locati, Providence 
Sacred Heart Medical Center; Sister Lucille 
Dean, chair of the board of Providence 
Health & Services; Sister Mary Kaye Nealen, 
University of Great Falls; and Mary Anne 
Sladich-Lantz, mission leadership at 

Each of the 300 individuals present 
received a blessing from the provincial 
superior or one of the provincial council-
ors at the close of the event.  Each 
also took away the knowledge that 
all are part of continuing the mission 
of Providence into the future.  


