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Anti-death-penalty 

speaker comes to SJR
 Washington Coalition 

Against the Death Penalty 
partnered with former Florida 
death row inmate Juan Melendez-
Colon in the fall to bring his 
compelling story to communi-
ties around the state.  One of 
his stops was on October 1 at 
St. Joseph Residence, Seattle, 
where Sister Joan Campbell has 
been active in the movement 
to end the death penalty.

Juan spent 17 years, eight 
months and one day on Floridaʼ’s 
death row for a crime he did not 
commit.  His story highlights 
the many problems that plague 
the death penalty system, 
including its high and inevitable 
risk of putting the innocent 
to death, and the unfairness 
of its application based on 
race, ethnicity and poverty.

His other appearances 
included Spokane, Bellingham, 
Olympia, Bellevue and Seattle. ●

 On September 25, Laurie Tanita of Medford, 
Ore., was received as a new Providence Associate.  
Laurie is a health information manager at Provi-
dence Medford Medical Center and a member of 
West Valley Christian Church.  Laurie is technically 
a member of the Portland/Vancouver region but 
hopes other Providence Medford employees will 
pursue becoming Providence Associates.  Her co-
sponsors are Sister Mary Grondin, a Providence 
Medford board member, and Roberta Sample, PA.

Welcome, Laurie! ●

Never thought weʼ’d see this!

For the first time since she was a young woman, Sister Sue Orlowski, 
superior at Mount St. Joseph, Spokane, donned high heels and a formal 
to model in the fashion show benefiting Hope House.  She joined other 
Spokane community “celebrities” in the annual fundraising luncheon and 
fashion show that helps support Hope House, originally known as the 
Downtown Womenʼ’s Shelter.  Hope House was founded in response to 
the 1997 serial murders of women on the streets of Spokane to offer 
women protection from violence on the street. Operated by Volunteers 
of America since 2001, Hope House is dedicated to making a significant 
difference in the lives of homeless women. ●

New Providence Associate
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Sister Peter Claver Award

Chris Peterson, a nurse anesthetist at Providence 
Sacred Heart Medical Center & Childrenʼ’s Hospital, 
Spokane, received the Sister Peter Claver Award in 
October at the 19th annual award dinner.  The award 
is named in honor of Sister Peter Claver, Sacred Heartʼ’s 

administrator and a beloved community leader for 24 years.  It is 
presented to individuals who reflect her compassion and quality 
in their service and leadership.

Chris organizes and participates in annual medical missions to 
Guatemala through the Hearts in Motion international medical relief 
program.  She offers clinical expertise in surgeries for children with 
cleft lip and palate needs, as well as organizes materials and volunteers 
for the mission.  Chris also is known for her compassionate care to 
Sacred Heart patients and her willingness to share her expertise with 
staff.  The entire anesthesia department nominated her for the award.

Congratulations, Chris! ●



Transitions 

benefit is a 

success

In September, the ninth 
annual 
benefit for Transitions raised 
$155,000.  Thanks to the 
generosity of sponsors who 
underwrote the event at 
the Red Lion at the Park in 
Spokane, all of the money 
raised goes directly to 
Transitions programs for 
women and children.  Those 
programs include EduCare, 
Miryamʼ’s House, New Leaf 
Bakery, Transitional Living 
Center (TLC) and Womenʼ’s 
Hearth.

Transitions is an intercom-
munity ministry sponsored 
by the Sisters of Providence, 
Sinsinawa Dominicans, Sisters 
of the Holy Names of Jesus 
and Mary, and the Sisters of 
St. Francis of Philadelphia. ●

Avid birdwatcher Sister Sue Orlowski made it to the “staff” of 
magazineʼ’s November 2011 issue.  Her contribution, for 

which she received an official tote bag, was the following short passage:

Formation for Catechists

Birder makes her mark in magazine
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http://www.facebook.com/sistersofprovidencemjp


