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“To quote a recent letter,” Sister 
Jo Ann said, “Your thoughtful 
discernment, decisive action and 
follow through, and your ability to 
motivate and inspire others have been 
keys to the strength and power of the 
Oregon region.  More importantly, 
your faith, belief and personal values 
have been a shining beacon in all that 
you do.  Your sense of compassion 
and sensitivity, patience and 
commitment are well known. . . Some 
people exemplify the living face of 
Providence and you are one of them.”

Other speakers at the retirement 
celebration included Mary Jo Tully, 
chancellor of the Archdiocese of 
Portland, Gil Munoz, chief executive 
officer of Virginia Garcia Memorial 
Health Center, and Sister Anita Butler, 
president of Providence Ministries.	 ●

Farewell celebration 
for Sr. Maribeth Carson 
in Everett

 Sister Maribeth Carson admires 
the cake that was served at the farewell 
picnic celebration when she left her 
position at St. Mary Magdalen Parish 
in Everett, Wash.  The picnic was 
sponsored by the Knights of Columbus 
in Everett.  She moved to Seattle, where 
she will work with the new Nativity 
School sponsored by the Jesuits. 

According to the Seattle Nativity 
School website:  “Nativity schools are 
faith-based middle schools modeled 
after the first institution founded by 
the Jesuits in 1971 at the Mission of 
the Nativity on Manhattanʼ’s Lower East 
Side. These schools follow an incredibly 
successful model in preparing children 
from poverty-stricken backgrounds 
for the rigors of college prep high 
schools, and ultimately universities. 
Nativity model middle schools use 
small classes, longer school days and 
an extended school year to help low-
income, at-risk children break the cycle 
of poverty in their communities . . . 

“The Seattle Nativity School will 
be an independent, Catholic middle 
school in the Jesuit tradition that 
serves low-income, at-risk youth in 
the Central District and South Seattle 
from grades 5th through 8th. It will 
be a co-educational institution, and 
each grade will serve 15 to 20 students 
who can demonstrate that they qualify 
for the national free lunch program, 
classifying them as living below the 
poverty level. Seattle Nativityʼ’s mission 
is aligned with the Christian teachings 
of helping the disadvantaged, so we 
will not limit access to the school to 
Catholics or Christians; our commitment 
will be towards helping disadvantaged 
students overcome the widening 
achievement gap seen in Seattle. “

Looking forward to hearing 
more about this new adventure, 
Sister Maribeth!  ●

Sisters present 
Mother Joseph statue 
to retiring PH&S 
Oregon Region CEO
Greg Van Pelt, retiring chief 

executive of the Oregon region 
of Providence Health & Services 
(PH&S), was presented May 29 
with a miniature bronze statue of 
Mother Joseph, foundress of the 
Sisters of Providence in the West.  
The presentation, on behalf of 
all the Sisters of Providence, was 
made by Provincial Councilor Jo 
Ann Showalter, SP, at a retirement 

Greg has been a committed and 
influential leader in health care in both 
Washington and Oregon in his tenure 
with Providence over the last 38 
years.  He began as an administrative 
intern at what was then St. Vincent 
Medical Center in Portland.  He later 
served as St. Vincentʼ’s administrator, 
chief executive of Providence 
Health Plan, chief executive of the 
Washington region, and system 
senior vice president and chief 
operating officer.  As chief executive 
of Providenceʼ’s Oregon region, Greg 
has shepherded its growth to serve 
more than 1 million people each 
year, all while reducing overall cost 
and still ensuring that Providence 
is true to its mission of caring for 
the poor and the vulnerable.

party for Greg held at Providence St. 
Vincent Medical Center in Portland.
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Two more Daughters of Mary from 
Uganda earn degrees in Seattle
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 VOCARE 2013, a three-day 
gathering in Spokane in June for ages 13 
to 18, was an undeniable hit, attracting 
19 young women for the first time and 
18 who returned for a second year.  They 
came from Spokane, Spokane Valley, 
Colbert, Walla Walla, Kettle Falls, Colville, 
Reardan, Farmington, Veradale, Liberty 
Lake, Pasco and Deer Park in Washington, 
and from Post Falls, Rathdrum, Sandpoint 
and Coeur dʼ’Alene in Idaho.   “The 
young ladies soaked in every bit of 
info they could acquire and theyʼ’re 
already talking about next yearʼ’s event,” 
Sister Mary Joanna, SMMC, reported.   

The retreat offered the opportunity 
to learn about the lifestyles, prayer life, 
ministries and charisms of communities 
of women religious in the Diocese of 
Spokane and to meet and share with 
other young Catholics interested in 
a deeper relationship with God.  
Participants set out each day 
from Immaculate Heart Retreat 
Center (IHRC) and visited places 
of ministry and convents, in 
addition to other sites of interest.  

On the afternoon that they visited 
with Sisters of Providence at Mount 
St. Joseph, they heard about the 
religious communityʼ’s history and 
charism from Sister Kathryn “Kitsy” 
Rutan.  Others who shared with 
them included Sr. Huong Nguyen, on 
her call to religious life, and Sr. Vilma 
Franco, on the mission in El Salvador, 
added to by a slide presentation by Sr. 
Marita Capili.  The following day, Srs. 
Margarita Hernandez and Hong Nga 
Nguyen made a presentation about the 
vows in a session at IHRC. 

T

Sister Ana Dolores 
leaps over another 
educational hurdle

In 2012, Sister Ana Dolores 
Orellana-Gamero completed her 
GED, which was no easy feat.  
Without a car, she traveled to 
classes, rain or shine, studied 
hard but did not pass the test 
the first time.  When she tried 
again, she was given extra time 
to take the test because of her 
lack of English proficiency, 
which was deemed a learning 
disability.  This time, she passed 
the science, reading and writing 
portions of the GED test and 
even the mathematics portion, 
thanks to some coaching from 
the late Sister Lucy St. Hilaire.

Now she has completed 
three years of study in theology, 
graduating this month from a 
program in the Archdiocese of 
Portland that required classes 
two days a month to earn a 
certificate.   Sister Ana Dolores 
hopes to minister in El Salvador 
at some point, and will spend 
some time there in the near 
future.  Due to immigration 
constraints, there is a limit on 
how long she can be out of the 
country.  By next summer she 
will be able to begin the process 
to become a U.S. citizen.  

Her original dream was to 
do social work, as she did in 
Italy in her former religious 
community before transferring 
to the Sisters of Providence.  But 
after working in three parishes 
in Portland, visiting families 
and participating in catechetical 
programs, she has become 
more interested in parish work.

Congratulations, 
Sister Ana Dolores! ●
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VOCARE 2013

Vocation retreat in Spokane 
draws 37 young women, 
including 18 returnees

Celebrants for Mass for the 
group over the three days were 
Msgr. Kevin Codd, director of 
the Diocesan Vocation Office; 
Maryknoll Father Steve Booth, 
and Bishop Blase Cupich.

VOCARE is sponsored by the 
Sisters Diocesan Vocation Team and 
is supported by a host of sponsors 
and volunteers.  The date for next 
yearʼ’s gathering is July 7-10, 2014.

Another vocation retreat was 
held in the Seattle area in June, the 
third annual VIVA!  For ages 20 to 
40, the weekend retreat was held at 
St. Placid Priory & Spirituality Center, 
in Lacey, Wash., and sponsored by 
the Sisters Vocation Committee of 
the Seattle Archdiocese and the 
Western Washington Serra Clubs. ● 
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Congratulations to Sister Vilma 

Franco, who graduated from Spokane 
Falls Community College with a 
degree in early childhood education.  
“I would like to express my deep 
gratitude to God, my community of 

Sister Marie-Claire 
Soucy returns from 
years of life as a 
missionary
�

16

Sister Vilma Franco graduates 
in early childhood education

Sisters of Providence, and all those 
who supported me throughout the 
time Iʼ’ve been studying,” she wrote.  
“I know it has been a time of many 
efforts because, as you know, study 
in another language is very hard, but 
I am happy that I accomplished it. . . 
All thanks to God because everything 
is possible with him.  God gave me all 
the strengths and courage to continue 
to finish another goal in my life.

“Also, I thank my local community 
(Sisters Annette, Sue, Lily May 
and Rosa), who also gave me all 
the support that I needed.  They 
sometimes did not go to bed early in 
order to help me with my homework.  
It was through the efforts of working 
together as a community that I had 
the honor of graduating with honors 
after these years of efforts put on it.”

Sister Vilma has been teaching 
children at St. Aloysius school as a 
substitute, practicing what she has 
learned in the classroom.  “Now is the 
time that my real journey is starting 
and I will ask Mother Emilie, Mother 
Joseph and Mother Bernarda to join 
me in planting a new garden where 
children are able to continue to 
grow with love and tender care.” ●
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A studentʼ’s special 
project leads to a 
special tour

Fourth-grader Jessica Rehmann 
of Vancouver, Wash., chose to do 
a slide show on Mother Joseph for 
a school project, but wanted to do 
some primary research.  With the 
help of her dad, she reached out 
to the Sisters of Providence.  Sister 
Susanne Hartung put her in touch with 
Yvette Payne, property manager at 
The Academy, the building designed 
and constructed by Mother Joseph 
in 1856 that now is owned by the 
Hidden Family.  Yvette graciously gave 
Jessica and her dad a private tour of 
the building, showing her the chapel, 
the belfry, the lockers where the 
sisters kept their habits, and more.  
“Iʼ’ll be able to give my presentation 
from the heart now that I have 
experienced the place she (Mother 
Joseph) created,” Jessica said. ●

That smiling “new” face you 
see at St. Joseph Residence in 
Seattle actually is a returnee.  In 
May, Sister Marie-Claire Soucy 
returned to the United States 
for good after decades serving 
in ministry in Haiti and also 
some time in Cameroon.  

Sister Marie-Claire entered 
the religious community in 1961 
after completing nursing studies.  
Soon after profession, she and 
three other Sisters of Providence 
went to Cuernavaca, Mexico, to 
study Spanish.  Even before she 
made final vows, Sister Marie-
Claire left for her first mission 
assignment in Comodoro Rivadavia, 
Argentina.  In the years since, she 
has served in Brazil, Cameroon, 
the United States, Chile and her 
most recent mission, in a clinic 
in the northern region of Haiti.

“Even if we are an international 
community, it takes a special 
grace to be a missionary,” Sister 
Marie-Claire said in an interview 
in Montreal for her 50th Jubilee 
in 2011.  “There is considerable 
effort involved and without faith 
and trust, we cannot do it. While 
we are adjusting to the reality of 
the place and reaching out to our 
brothers and sisters in need, at 
the same time we must give them 
the tools they need to develop 
and become independent.”

Welcome home, Sister 
Marie-Claire! ●


