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Provincial Superior Judith 

Desmarais accepted the award 
on behalf of all of the Sisters 
of Providence in Mother Joseph 
Province.  “This is not just work, 
it is a ministry, and one that is 
especially dear to our hearts since 
care of the elderly was the original 
work of our foundress Blessed Emilie 
Gamelin,” Sister Judith said.  “Today, 
Providence Marianwood is a House 
of Providence for the vulnerable 
elderly.  You provide comprehensive, 
professional skilled nursing care.  

Sr. Rebecca Berghoff 
reads to children at 
The Mount 

To the delight of 4- and 5-
year-olds at the Intergenerational 
Learning Center at Providence 
Mount St. Vincent in Seattle, 
Sister Rebecca Berghoff paid 
them a visit.  Sister Rebecca 
stopped by the “Bug Room” to 
read them a story and also sing a 
song with them.  She responded 
to the childrenʼ’s comments 
and questions, and made a few 
comments of her own.  One was 
that she taught the father of 
one of the children in the group 
in Yakima and worked with the 
childʼ’s grandma.  Sister Rebecca 
even recalled the grandmaʼ’s 
first name.  It was a great 
afternoon for all involved! ●

I have found that when people meet 
me, they are excited to practice 
English. I wonder what this is saying 
about todayʼ’s world. It does not 
seem to bother them that I do not 
understand French. However, it is 
difficult for me, as a trained listener, 
not to be able to really understand 
when someone speaks to me.

I have been volunteering three 
days a week at Exode, a rehabilitation 
house for people with addictions. 
It has been challenging and 
providential. I have been able to 
listen and be supportive to the 
residents who are English-speakers.

I have not experienced rejection, 
but the complete opposite. The sisters 
are very welcoming. They try very hard 
to help me understand French. Now, 
they are encouraging me to speak 

the little French I have learned. My 
English-French dictionary has become 
my Bible. I have seen that ways of 
doing things are different here in 
Montreal; I have accepted that is what 
makes this place and each place in the 
world unique. 
Even though it is 
difficult to learn 
and understand 
a new language, 
deep in my heart 
I still believe that 
God has called 
me to Montreal 
for a reason. ●
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Sisters of Providence 
honored for work 
serving the poor and 
vulnerable elderly

At its spring 
celebration luncheon, 
Providence Marianwood 
Foundation presented 
its Spirit of Marionwood 
award to the Sisters of 
Providence.  Providence 
Marianwood, located 
in Issaquah, Wash., 
offers comprehensive, 
professional skilled nursing care that 
includes physical, emotional and 
spiritual care for the whole person.  
The Spirit of Marianwood award is 
“given annually to a person, group or 
company who has given extraordinary 
support to Marianwood and whose 
acts exemplify the true essence of our 
mission:  ʻ‘As People of Providence, 
we reveal Godʼ’s love for all, especially 
the poor and vulnerable, through 
our compassionate service.ʼ’ ”

Sister Susanne Hartung is a 
member of the foundationʼ’s board 
and Sister Shirley Smith is a former, 
longtime board member.

Compassion, dignity and respect 
are hallmarks of the ways that you 
meet the physical, emotional and 
spiritual needs of the individual.  Like 
Mother Gamelin, you give the best of 
yourselves and also collaborate with 
others to meet the ultimate goals of 
providing care and improving lives.

“As Sisters of Providence, we 
are honored to have been a part 
of your journey, both past and 
present.  Thank you and God bless 
the work you continue to do for the 
poor and the vulnerable through 
Providence Marianwood.” ●

A new experience

When I arrived in Montreal on 
January 13th, it was with an open heart 
and mind and no expectations. Not 
knowing French has allowed me to 
become aware of a few things. I often 
think of Mother Joseph and how she 
came to Vancouver, Washington, not 
knowing the language. However, this 
did not stop her from doing what 
she was being called to do. I also 
think of the many immigrants from 
foreign countries.  How difficult it 
must be for them to find the basic 
resources to survive in a new home. 



G
SPs host WPC reps for vocation, 
formation and leadership at SJR
Sisters representing vocation, formation and leadership ministries met 

at St. Joseph Residence, Seattle, in April for a gathering sponsored by Women 
of Providence in Collaboration (WPC).  The group pictured here worked hard, 
but also played, enjoying a bevy of choices to spend a Saturday exploring 
Seattle.  Sisters from our congregation who participated were:  Sisters Alba 
Letelier and Mary Kaye Nealen from the General Council; Germaine Chalifoux, 
Betty K. Kaczmarczyk and Magdalena Chan from Holy Angels Province; 
and Jo Ann Showalter, Celia Chappell, Margaret Botch, Joan Gallagher, 
Beverly Dunn and Maureen Newman, from Mother Joseph Province. ●

Sr. Helen Brennan 
honored by IPJC

 Sister Helen Brennan was one 
of three women honored at the 
Intercommunity Peace & Justice 
Center (IPJC) Womenʼ’s Convocation 
in Bellevue in April for their work 
“on the margins.”  The theme of 
the convocation was “Grace on 
the Margins”.

“By their lives, each of them 
calls us to envision new ways of 
being human, of loving, and of 
participating as Godʼ’s partners in 
the transforming work of our God,” 
the presenter said.  Sister Helen 
was cited as a 64-year Sister of 
Providence who “has been an 
educator and a passionate 
advocate for justice.  Over the 
years, she has comforted the 
afflicted, and often afflicted the 
authorities, in every ministry, be 
it school, chancery or community.

“Always the educator, she 
encourages us all to be up to date, 
and when possible, be ahead of 
our time in our theology.  For her, 
there is no compromise when it 
comes to justice.  Wherever there 
is a community or person in need, 
she is there.

“She faithfully reminds us that 
NOW is the time for inclusive 
liturgy, NOW is the time for 
renewal of our church, and WE 
are the ones to rise up and claim 
our baptismal rights as priest, 
prophet and leader!  

“Sister Helen Brennan, we 
thank you for being Grace 
on the Margins!” ●

Once again, a packed house 
enjoyed the annual Motherʼ’s Day 
Tea held May 11 at The Sorrento 
Hotel in downtown Seattle to 
benefit Sojourner Place.  Friends of 
the Sisters of Providence ministry 
that empowers homeless women 
to rise above their challenges 
enjoyed a light lunch, high tea, 
silent auction and dessert raffle.  

http://www.facebook.com/sistersofprovidencemjp

There will be another opportunity to 
support Sojourner Place at A Cause to 
Dine For, a fundraising breakfast that 
will be held Wednesday, September 18, 
at the Hyatt Olive 8 hotel in downtown 
Seattle.  For more information, or to 
see more photos from the Motherʼ’s 
Day Tea, go to the Sojourner Place 
Facebook page at www.facebook.
com/providencesojournerplace. ●
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