
A New Era for

SOJOUR NER PL ACE
They drafted an agreement that would preserve Sojourner’s 
housing and support services and allow the sisters to transition 
their ministry to an organization positioned for growth.

 “The Sisters of Providence are excited to find an excellent 
partner in Jubilee Women’s Center,” said Provincial Superior 
Judith Desmarais, SP. “We feel strongly that the Jubilee Women’s 
Center’s board of directors and its executive director Cheryl 
Sesnon will provide the thoughtful leadership to make this 
collaboration a success—ensuring that this beloved ministry 
of the Sisters of Providence 
will continue to benefit home-
less women in the Seattle 
area for years to come.” 

“We are honored by 
the trust and confidence the 
Sisters of Providence have 
shown in placing this precious ministry in our hands,” said Cheryl 
Sesnon, Jubilee’s executive director. “This collaboration preserves 
a critical housing option in Seattle, and reduces operating costs 
so we can direct more resources to helping low-income women 
rebuild their lives.”

Though insiders and supporters had been informed of the 
pending alliance, the first formal public announcement welcoming 
Sojourner Place to the Jubilee Women’s Center community was 
made at Jubilee’s 17th Annual Benefit Breakfast on October 2. 
Several Sisters of Providence were in attendance and were recog-
nized at the event, which drew nearly 500 donors and friends of 
Jubilee Women’s Center who responded warmly to the news. 

Though it now operates as an extension of Jubilee, the Sisters 
of Providence continue to be involved with Sojourner Place. Some 
of the Providence Pariseau board members and at least one Sister 
of Providence have become part of the Jubilee Women’s Center 
board of directors, and others provide volunteer services. A 
commemorative plaque installed at the residence acknowledges 
the Sisters of Providence as founders and pays tribute to 
namesake Sojourner Truth—capturing the history and spirit 
of the ministry for its new era. l
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A fter months of 
careful exploration, evaluation and 
reflection, the Sisters of Providence 
officially gifted the Sojourner Place 
residence and transitional living 
program to Jubilee Women’s Center on 
October 25. The change in ownership 
marks the beginning of a new era for 

Sojourner Place—not only entrusting Jubilee with a cherished 
ministry, but also broadening the services, opportunities and 
community of support for the women of Sojourner Place.

Founded in 1983, Jubilee Women’s Center operates two 
residences in Seattle’s Capitol Hill neighborhood.  Last year 
Jubilee housed and supported a total of 53 women, and 
served nearly 1,300 others with referral services, educational 
programs, a computer lab and a free clothing boutique.

The story behind the collaboration began in 2013 when the 
Sisters of Providence and the Providence Pariseau board of 
directors began their search for a partner who could continue the 
Sojourner Place ministry.  They approached Jubilee Women’s 
Center and the parties spent several months considering the 
relationship, including a trial period in which the Jubilee 
executive director served as interim executive director at 
Sojourner Place.  

It was evident the organizations were well aligned in mission, 
values and programs, with a focus on providing caring, holistic 
support to help low-income women transition to independent 
living. Collaborating with Jubilee Women’s Center would enable 
the long-term sustainability of Sojourner Place, as well as 
deepen and expand services to the growing number ofwomen 
experiencing poverty and homelessness in the Seattle area. 

Going into school classrooms, creating 
immersion experiences with youths, 
offering Busy Person Retreats and partici-
pating in a Vocation Rally expanded my 
horizon of skills and abilities to tell our 
story of courage, risking our securities, 
being passionate about life and falling in 
love with Jesus.

Along the journey of my vocation min-
istry I asked probing and challenging 
questions to participants of all ages.  “What 
will you do with your one amazing life?” 
“How will you live out your passions?”  “How 
are you making a difference in society?”  

My ministry unfolded in surprising 
and enriching ways through collabora-
tions with different religious communities 
and visits with Catholic school students in 
the Archdiocese of Seattle and the Diocese 
of Yakima, as well as sixth graders in 
schools in the Archdiocese of Portland.

People often ask about the children’s 
questions to me.  The most frequently 
asked were: Do you retire? Do you have 
children? Can you have pets? Do you ever 
get angry with other Sisters? What do 
you like the most about being a Sister?

As you might imagine, framing thought-
ful answers was sometimes challenging.  
It required a foundation of time spent in 
prayer, community and service, as well as 
the ability to think quickly and answer 
honestly. I especially loved the questions 
about retiring.  To children who thought we 
retired from being a Sister, I asked if their 
parents would ever retire from being parents. 

At the close of my vocation ministry, 
I spent a month in Angela Montano, in the
Bajo Lempa region of El Salvador, where

Sister Bea LaFramboise (second 
from right) has spent the last nine 
years surrounded by students in 
her vocation ministry.

SOJOURNER PLACE
Founded by the Sisters of Providence in 1987,

and entrusted to Jubilee Women’s Center in 2014.
May all who enter be inspired, strengthened 

and find their voice
in the spirit of Sojourner Truth.
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the Sisters of Providence have served in 
ministry since 1995.  What a time of 
blessings and graces to be able to reflect
and be with others. I was able to spend 
quality time with children, creating activi-
ties for language and fun. One of the 
highlights was a spelling activity for the 
30 to 40 children between the ages of 
6 and 14 who came to the Sisters of 
Providence house/garage on Wednesdays 
and Thursdays. 

On my return to Seattle, I began to 
prepare for another ministry with the 
L’Arche community in a group home for 
adults with disabilities.  My ministry will 
be one of presence, listening with enthusi-
asm to make connections, especially with 
those who are non-verbal.  This ministry is 
about vulnerability, being honest and 
accepting oneself.  I know this will 
continue to be a time for me of growing in 
self-awareness and discovering new joys, 
graces and blessings. l



Following God’s call

Sister spends two weeks as a    
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The stories told are 
         heart-wrenching

E scaping domestic violence, Juana and her 4-year-old 
son Ryan fled Guatemala by bus, paying a coyote 10,000 hard-earned pesos 
for the privilege.  After three months in a “family residential center” in 
Artesia, N.M., she is with her uncle in Ohio.

Dora, traveling with her 11-year-old son Edgar and her partner, was 
distraught when they were separated at the border crossing from Juarez to 
El Paso.  When Immigration Customs Enforcement (ICE) learned that the man 
was not the boy’s father, they took him into detention, processing the mother 
and child and letting them go.  Then the long wait began to try to learn what 
will happen to him.

Family in San Diego purchased bus tickets that allowed Vilma and her 
two small children to escape from the threat of domestic violence and possibly 
death in Guatemala.

A terrorized extended family of 10 -- a mom, dad, sister-in-law and seven 
young children -- slipped away from their home in Guerrero, Mexico, in the 
middle of the night to steal across the border.  They know the threats are all 
too real.  A family member caught up in drugs and gangs was found murdered, 
his throat cut and his body dismembered.  The father paces the floor while the 
children cling to their mothers, whose faces are etched with worry. l

Sister Marisol Avìla 
accompanies two refugee 
children on part of their 
journey in El Paso, Texas.

In October, two Sisters 

of Providence from Mother 

Joseph Province journeyed to 

El Paso, Texas, to heed the cry 

of the poor.  We have all heard 

about the summer’s unpreced-

ented surge of refugees from 

Central American countries, 

many of them unaccompanied 

children, crossing the border 

from Mexico into southern Texas. 

Fear of violence and sheer terror 

were pushing mothers to send 

their young children and 

teenagers out into the unknown 

in search of safety, security and 

a better life.  

While the story has faded 

from the headlines, it is far from 

over.  Sisters Charlene Hudon and 

Marisol Avìla went there to find 

out more and to see how they 

could help ease this 

humanitarian crisis. 

Sister Charlene stayed 

for two weeks.  Sister 

Marisol was still there 

as of this writing.

Sister Charlene 

said before she left 

for Texas that she 

did not know what 

she would be able 

to do.  “I know I can 

clean toilets, make 

beds and help prepare 

for the next wave of 

people,” she said. 

“I hope that my 

little bit of Spanish 

and my presence 

will be of some 

help.”  She joined 

the other volunteers, 

including lawyers, 

social workers 

and counselors, 

determined to do something to 

make a difference. This is her 

reflection on the experience. l

Editor’s note: 

D uring the months 
of June and July of this year, 
thousands of refugees from 
Central America surged across the 
southern border of Mexico and 
into the United States.  The Border 
Patrol and Immigration Customs 
Enforcement (ICE) took the 
people who were seeking asylum, 
placed them in U.S. detention 
centers and processed them. 

People have always 
come across the 
border looking for a 
better life. Migration 
is a part of the human 
existence. 

c
• We can become more aware 

of the immigration issue, not 
only in the United States overall, 
but in the places where we live.

• We can invite friends and 
neighbors to a house party and 
share with them information 
such as articles, bishops’ 
statements on immigration, 
websites and action ideas.

What can 
     we do? 
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choice do they have? They can stay and be 
killed or they can suffer the dangers and 
indignities that await them on the way 
to el norte.  I don’t know what I would do 
if faced with those choices.  To do what 
they have done takes great courage.  I see 
them in my mind’s eye and I hold them in 
my heart.  This experience gave me a new 
insight into the work that the Providence 
Associates in El Salvador do to save 
young people from gangs and violence.  
I see more clearly how the Providence 
educational scholarship program can 
lead the way to a better path in life.

Annunciation House 
and Nazareth House

Sister Charlene 
Hudon confers 
with a woman 
at Nazareth 
House.

Refugees tackle the 
paperwork required to be 
processed by Immigration 
Customs Enforcement.

• We can contact our legislators 
and the president and urge them to 
put politics aside and work for comp-
rehensive immigration reform.

• We can join groups that promote 
justice for immigrants.  Ask questions.  
Locate detention centers in your area.  
Are they for profit?  What does that 
mean? Volunteer to be a presence 
outside an immigration detention 
center and meet with people who are 
visiting their loved ones.

• We can all do something: pray, 
attend a vigil and post articles on 
Facebook. 

More than 2,500 individuals came 
through the El Paso, Texas,  processing 
center from Honduras, El Salvador and 
Guatemala, along with a few from South 
America.  Once fingerprinted and given 
papers, they were either held at the 
detention center or sent to other places.

People have always come across the 
border looking for a better life. Migration 
is a part of the human existence. But 
terror and violence have been on the rise.  
Murders, threats to one’s livelihood, gangs, 
drug cartels, fear and poverty pretty well 
describe why families, women with children 
and unaccompanied youth flee their country 
and risk all to come to the United States.

They take buses, pay coyotes, and slip 
cash to corrupt police and army personnel 
to get over the border.  Many die on the way 
and some women have fled abuse in one 
place only to find it in another.  But what 

Annunciation House is the 
heart of answering the cry of the poor. 
It is from there in El Paso, Texas, that 
coordinators receive notices from ICE that 
immigrants will be coming to one of the 
three houses that take in the refugees.

Nazareth House, where I volunteered 
for two weeks in October, used to be a 
nursing center for the Sisters of Loretto. 
As it was not being used, Ruben Garcia of 
Annunciation House asked the sisters if it 
could become a transition place operated 
by volunteers. It is a temporary respite
 for those who have family or friends in 
the States. 

A call is received by a volunteer at 
Nazareth House and the word spreads that 
there will be three, four or five families 
coming that day between 1:30 and 3 p.m.  

That could mean six people or 36. With 
a knock on the door, customs agents 
deliver the families, who once again enter 
a strange place.  They arrive with literally 
nothing but the clothes on their backs.  For 
days and perhaps weeks they have been 
unable to shower or change clothes. They 
are exhausted and emotionally drained, 
But within moments of stepping inside 
Nazareth House, they know that this isn’t 
like what they had experienced before. 

They are received with smiles and assur-
ances that they are free here, that they will 
be given a room to rest and to take a shower 
in, that food will be served, and that trans-
portation will be provided to take them to 
their desired destination. Their stay could be 
for a few hours, a day or perhaps two. They 
are invited to take whatever clothing they 
want, but they don’t take much.  Marisol 
told me about a little boy who wanted two 
pairs of shoes but his dad said he only 
needed one pair.  He told him to choose 
one and leave the other for someone else.

My Spanish was not good but I tried to 
show compassion and caring. The refugees 
knew by touch and hugs that all would be 
well. I smiled a lot and played with the kids, 
trying to read to them from a baby book in 
Spanish with lots of pictures. I was relieved 
when they told me what the pictures 
were saying.

Once volunteers at Nazareth House 
make connections with family or friends 
and money for tickets is obtained, the 
refugees are on their way by bus, plane or 
car.  Each family will leave with a going away 
bag packed with water, juice, cookies, dry 
soup and toys and games for the journey.

Meanwhile, the volunteers begin 
cleaning the rooms to prepare for the next 
wave of guests who will surely come. l

compassionate            
    presence at the border
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“L et it be done to me according to 
your word.” Luke 1:38.  That expresses the faith and devotion 
which led Teresa Huong Thi Nguyen to make profession of first 
vows as a Sister of Providence in Seattle on September 14.  The 
vow ceremony was part of a liturgy at St. Joseph Residence 
attended by Sisters of Providence from Mother Joseph Province, 
in addition to members of the General Leadership Team 
from Montreal, Quebec.  Also in attendance were four family 
members from Sister Huong’s native Vietnam and many friends.

“Now the public will know that I am committed to religious 
life,” Sister Huong said in a recent interview.  “I know I am 
committed already, but people will recognize now that I am 
really a sister. I feel so blessed being a Sister of Providence.  This 
is a way for me to do my call, free myself and serve poor people.  
That is my goal.”  She hopes to achieve it through a ministry in 
organizing or administration.

Sister Huong was especially delighted to be joined in Seattle 
for her vow ceremony by her mother, Thu Tran, who traveled 
from Vietnam in her first visit to the United States, as well as by 
her adopted brother Father Joseph Ky Nguyen, her sister Bich 
Nguyen, and a brother-in-law, Hung Duong.

Bich Nguyen, who took over Huong’s florist shop when she 
moved to the United States, created the floral arrangements for 
the ceremony. Sister Huong used her talents as a seamstress to 
make her own dress for the occasion. Father Joseph was a 
concelebrant with Father Joachim Thanh, of the Vietnamese 
Martyrs Parish in Tukwila, Wash., who praised Sister Huong’s 
volunteer work with the parish.

It was a truly international and intercultural celebration, 
done in three languages – Vietnamese, English and 
Spanish – and followed by a reception.  The parish 
choir, directed by Oanh Nguyen, filled the chapel 
with beautiful music, aided by cantor Sister 
Margaret Pastro, SP. 

“My first thanks go to Almighty God for 
planting the seed of faith in my heart; and once the 
seed was planted thanks to so many people who 
have helped it grow,” Sister Huong told the guests in 
the packed chapel.  “. . . My heart is filled with 
gratitude to all of you for your love, support, 
prayers, inspirations and encouragement.”

Huong was born in 1975 in Thanh Hoa province, 
North Vietnam, the fifth of nine children.  After 
high school, she joined the Congregation of the
Lovers of the Holy Cross of Thanh Hoa, and then

later left that religious community to help her family during 
difficult times.  She worked as a seamstress and florist to help put 
her sisters through school. 

l
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Seattle ceremony

Teresa Huong Thi Nguyen professes 
                     first vows as a Sister of Providence

pSister Huong 
professes first vows 
in a dress she made 
for the occasion.

Provincial Superior 
Judith Desmarais 
(right) leads the 
first-vow ceremony 
for Teresa Huong 
Thi Nguyen. q

tFamily members 
and friends gather 
for a photo with a 
beaming Sister Huong.

“I don’t know the future. My dream is to follow 
my call,” Sister Huong said. “Yes, I’m here. Whatever 
you say, I will do it. I am open to it and willing.  I 
have the freedom to say ‘yes, I am open.’”  l 

Huong met the Sisters of Providence through Sister Lang 
Tran, who gave her the email address of Sister Clare Lentz 
along with the Sisters of Providence website address.  In March 
2008, when Sister Clare and Sister Beverly Dunn were visiting 
in Hanoi, they paid a visit to Huong and her parents. After 
studying English, Huong was invited to the United States for 
a “Come and See” experience in West Seattle.  While there, 
Huong lived with Sisters Beverly and Karen Hawkins and with 
another pre-candidate, Marie-Thèrèse Gnamazo, of Cameroon.

In Seattle, Huong continued to study English while volun-
teering at Vincent House, Elizabeth House and Providence 
Mount St. Vincent.  She also worked in food service at 
Providence Mount St. Vincent and at St. Joseph Residence.

In April 2010, Huong was welcomed as a candidate in a 
ceremony in the chapel at St. Joseph Residence.  As a candidate 
and a canonical novice, she spent time in Spokane, studying 
theology at Gonzaga University and earning an AA degree at 
Spokane Community College.  She also volunteered at the Women’s 
Hearth and at St. Ann’s Child Center. She returned to Seattle in 
June 2013 and began business administration studies at Seattle 
Central College.  She plans to transfer to Seattle University next 
spring.  Meanwhile, she is serving as a full-time service coordina-
tor for housing at Providence Joseph House, in White Center.

Sister Huong said her canonical novitiate ended last April, 
allowing her time to prepare for her temporary vows in this 

second religious community.  “This is my second 
time in formation, and the waiting time is not easy,” 
she said.  The journey leading to this point has 
been step by step, from Come and See to candidate 
and to novice, she explained.  But through it all 
she has learned and grown in her spirituality.

“My call is the same as our Mother of Sorrows, 
who said ‘yes’ to the Lord.  I follow in her footsteps 
and will keep my commitment and be humble,” Sister 
Huong explained.  “Mary did not understand what 
was happening to her.  The angel said, ‘Just say yes.’  


