
University in Washington, D.C., said the 
followup is research on 4,000 women 
entering today about their needs, 
challenges and contributions. Already, 
she has interviewed two dozen Sisters 
of Providence who entered Mother 
Joseph Province from other countries, 
including newer members, transfers and 
sisters who entered as far back as 1959.

Sister Mary spelled out the 
challenges presented by the changing 
demographics and geography of the 
80 million Catholics in the United 
States, about a quarter of the popula-
tion.  Once dominant in the East, they 
now are equally distributed around the 
country.  This is a young church, with 
the majority 20- to 30-year-old millen-
nials and post-Vatican II Catholics 
between the ages of 30 and 40. Their 
generations are shaped by events when 
they were coming of age and that define 
their culture, giving it distinct values 
and meanings. The ethnic mixture of 
the Church is rapidly changing, with 
Hispanics the largest ethnic group and 
Asians, the fastest growing.  Among 
women religious, 94 percent in final 

“Fourteen congregations!  Wow, 
that is so of the future,” the author, Mary 
Johnson, SNDdeN, told the attendees.  
Even more significant was the fact that 
the gathering was co-sponsored by 
Region 15 of the Leadership Conference 
of Women Religious (LCWR), the 
National Religious Vocation Conference 
(NRVC), and the Religious Formation 
Conference (RFC).  Bishop Skylstad 
called it “a blessing” to be able to attend 
a half day of the session before he had 
to leave to help with a retreat.  “From 
the early days of my priesthood, I have 
gotten to know the sisters well and that 
has really been a grace in my life,” he 
said.  “These topics are important for 
the status of the church, the religious 
community and the country in a very 
rapidly evolving and changing world.”

Why did this topic resonant with 
so many sisters?  “New Generations of 
Catholic Sisters” came out in 2014 and 
is now in its fourth printing.  It offers 
a comprehensive portrait of women 
religious who have entered since 1965.  
Sister Mary, a professor of sociology and 
religious studies at Trinity Washington 

vows are white, compared to 61 percent 
in initial formation, Sister Mary said. 

What does that mean for religious 
life today? “The new sisters look like 
the church.  God is inviting women 
who will be able to serve the new 
church in this country,” she explained. 
“Pope Francis has opened up the true 
meaning of Catholic: universal.”  Cross-
generational dialogue is essential, as 
is receiving and honoring the cultures 
and traditions of all.   “Listen to how 
they see it.  What words and images 
speak to them?  What is God’s action 
within and across this generation?”

Sister Mary described this as the 
beginning of a whole new era for women 
religious.  “Where we’re going there is 
no map.” The book’s authors hope the 
data they gather will contribute to the 
dialogue about how to help the nation 
become a true multiracial society.

Today there often is talk about 
the dwindling number of sisters in the 
world, but there are nearly 1 million 
sisters remaining in the world today, 
she said.  “This is a shift in thinking.  It 
is not about dying; it’s about living.”  l
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  draws 134 sisters and a bishop

“Pope Francis has 
opened up the true 
meaning of Catholic: 
universal.”

Sheila Lemieux, CSJP, 
speaks in front of images 
of sisters participating 
via videoconference 
in Portland, Seattle 
and Spokane. u

t Chero Chuma, CSJP, 
addresses the group.
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Dorothy Zimny, SP
(Sister Margaret Yvonne)

Sister 
Dorothy Zimny, 
age 99, a Sister of 
Providence for 80 
years, died March 
23 at St. Joseph 
Residence, Seattle.  

Dorothy 
Elizabeth Zimny was 
born January 27, 
1917, to Andrew and Elizabeth Zimny in 
Melrose Park, Ill.  She was the youngest 
of four children. When she was 9 months 
old, the family moved to Spokane, Wash.  
In 1918, her mother and one brother died 
during the flu epidemic.  Dorothy entered 
the Sisters of Providence in July 1935 at 
Mount St. Vincent, Seattle.   On July 19, 
1937, she professed first vows and received 
the name Sister Margaret Yvonne, and on 
July 19, 1940, she professed final vows.  

Sister Dorothy’s first ministry was 
teaching:  in Great Falls, Mont., St. 
Thomas Home and St. Gerard School; in 
Missoula, Mont., St. Francis Xavier School 
and Sacred Heart Academy; in Sprague, 
Wash., St. Joseph Academy; in Colfax, 
Wash., St. John Academy; and in Wallace, 
Idaho, Our Lady of Lourdes Academy.  

In 1951, Sister Dorothy received 
a Bachelor of Arts degree in education 
from the College of Great Falls, Montana.  
In 1967, she received a Bachelor of 
Science degree in medical record library 
science from Seattle University, and a 
registered medical records certification 
from Providence Hospital, Seattle.  

From 1955 to 1978, her ministry 
was in health-care services, including as 
bookkeeper, admissions clerk, medical 
records department head, librarian, 
consultant, chronicler, receptionist and 
secretary.  She served in Washington 
at St. Ignatius Hospital and Whitman 
Community Hospital, Colfax; at Sacred 
Heart Medical Center, Spokane; at St. 
Mary Hospital, Walla Walla; and at 
Providence Medical Center, Seattle.  
In 1978, Sister Dorothy had various 
administrative roles at Mount St. Joseph’s 
Provincial Administration office in 
Spokane until she retired at age 80.  

She enjoyed doing arts and crafts 
decorating, crossword puzzles, calligraphy, 
crocheting, and embroidery, while reading, 
writing letters for the sisters, keeping in 

touch with family, relatives, friends, and 
sharing cherished time together.  In 2012, 
she moved to St. Joseph Residence, Seattle. 

Sister Dorothy is preceded in death 
by her parents and three siblings.  She 
is survived by nieces and nephews. 

Vigil Service was held March 30 
and the Funeral Mass was celebrated 
March 31, both at Mount St. Joseph, 
Spokane.  Burial was at Holy Cross 
Cemetery, Spokane, after the Mass and 
reception.  Holy Cross Funeral Home 
was in charge of arrangements. 

Memorial contributions may be 
made to the Sisters of Providence 
Retirement Fund, 1801 Lind Avenue SW, 
#9016, Renton, WA  98057-9016. l

Shirley Smith, SP
(Sister Bibiana)

Sister 
Shirley Smith, 
age 84, a Sister of 
Providence for 62 
years, died April 
19 at St. Joseph 
Residence, Seattle.  

Shirley 
Marlene Smith 
was born August 
27, 1931, to Willard and Mabel Smith 
in Steamboat Springs, Colo.  She was 
the second of three children. When she 
was 12, the family moved to Oakland, 
Calif.   After high school graduation she 
was granted a nursing scholarship at 
Providence School of Nursing in Oakland, 
Calif.  Shirley entered the Sisters of 
Providence in November 1952 at Mount 
St. Vincent, Seattle.  She professed first 
vows on November 18, 1954, and received 
the name Sister Bibiana. On November 
19, 1957, she professed final vows.  

In 1952, Sister Shirley received her 
registered nursing license, and in 1969 
she received a Bachelor of Science degree 
in nursing from Seattle University.  
She also completed the National 
Association of Catholic Chaplains (NACC) 
program with certification in 1981.

Sister Shirley began her ministry in 
1954 as a nurse at St. Mary Hospital in 
Walla Walla, Wash.  From 1956 to 1986 
she continued her ministries in nursing, 
health-care administration, pastoral 
care and community service.  She served 
in Washington, at Providence Medical 
Center and Mount St. Vincent, Seattle; at 
St. John Hospital, Port Townsend; and 
at Providence Heights, Issaquah. She 
also served in California, at Providence 
Hospital, Oakland, and in Alaska at 
St. Joseph Hospital, Fairbanks.  

From 1971 to 1974 and from 1986 
to 1992, she served on the Provincial 
Council of Sacred Heart Province and was 

appointed assistant provincial.  In 1994 
she began serving as local superior of St. 
Joseph Residence for six years.  From 
2000 to 2006 she served on the boards 
of directors of Providence Marianwood 
in Issaquah, St. Patrick’s Hospital in 
Missoula, Mont., and Sojourner Place, 
Seattle.  When she retired, she volunteered 
at Providence Mount St. Vincent and 
the Veterans Administration Hospital.  

During retirement, Sister Shirley 
enjoyed playing the piano, baking 
and being outdoors while sharing 
cherished time together with family, 
relatives, friends and her sisters.  

Sister Shirley is preceded in 
death by her parents and two siblings.  
She is survived by her sisters in the 
religious community; brother, Sean 
Smith, Union City, Calif.; nieces, 
Linda Fritz, Holualoa, HI, and Carrie 
Pinsky, Fort Collins, CO; and nephew, 
Dana Smith, San Francisco, Calif.

Vigil Service was held April 25 
and the Funeral Mass was celebrated 
April 26, both at Providence Mount 
St. Vincent, Seattle.  Burial followed at 
Calvary Cemetery, Seattle, after the Mass 
and reception.  Bonney-Watson Funeral 
Home was in charge of arrangements. 

Memorial contributions may be 
made to the Sisters of Providence 
Retirement Fund, 1801 Lind Avenue SW, 
#9016, Renton, WA  98057-9016. l

Rest in Peace
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Georgette Blunt, PA, 

died January 1, 2016, in 
Bellevue, Wash.

Robert T. Frank, brother of 
the late Sister Mary Priscilla 
Frank, died February 29 in 
Edmonds, Wash.

Mimi Moffat, sister-in-
law of Mary Wilson, SP, 
died April 16 in Mount 
Vernon, Wash.

Ada Wilson, sister-in-law 
of Mary Wilson, SP, died 
April 25 in Snohomish, Wash.
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St. Joseph Residence, Seattle, 
was delighted to receive a grant from 
Humanities Washington to sponsor 
a program on March 8 on “Islam 
101: Perceptions, Misconceptions 
and Context for the 21st Century”.  
Vicky Smith, SJR activities director, 
said the sisters had expressed an 
interest in exploring world religions.  
The program offered an opportunity 

for them to explore Islam with 
someone intimately acquainted 
with Islamic culture and traditions, 
as well as its religious doctrines.

The presenter was David Fenner, 
whose interest in Islam dates back to 
his experience as a young man 
traveling to the region to live in the 
Sultanate of Oman on the Arabian 
Peninsula for six years. He retired from 
the University of Washington in 2007 
as the assistant vice provost for 
international education, following a 
career that included establishing 
exchange programs with universities in 
Egypt, Morocco, Uzbekistan, Turkey 
and Pakistan. He returned to the 

Sister Jacqueline Fernandes 
(right) welcomed presenter 
David Fenner and his wife 
Elisabeth to SJR.

Exploring world religions at SJR

Islam 101: Perceptions, 
Misconceptions, and 
Context for the 21st 
Century 

Cheryl Sesnon (left), executive director 
of Jubilee Women’s Center, received 
the “Golden Tennis Shoe” award.

Another honor for 
Cheryl Sesnon, JWC 
executive director

Cheryl Sesnon, executive director 
of Jubilee Women’s Center, Seattle, 

got the star treatment on March 21 
when she was presented with the 
“Golden Tennis Shoe” award by Senator 
Patty Murray, D-Washington, and 
Vice President Joe Biden in front of an 
audience of more than 1,200 at the 
Washington State Convention Center.  
The award celebrates people who have 
accomplished something extraordinary in 
service of others.  Cheryl was nominated 
by JWC board member Mary Beth 
Gemperle.  Congratulations, Cheryl!  l

Sister Rosa Sen Nguyen is 
rejoicing because, after “nine blessed 
Easter celebrations with our Sisters 
of Providence,” she became a U.S. 
citizen on April 21 in a ceremony in 
Burbank, Calif. 

Sister Rosa Sen Nguyen becomes a U.S. citizen
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Arabian Peninsula with his wife 
Elisabeth to found an educational 
center for Arab and Western students 
that is designed to explore faith, 
language, natural resources and 
diplomacy. 

“‘Islam 101’ was a wonderful, 

interactive presentation,” Vicky said.  
“David Fenner put Islam into a 
context of history, present day, 
religion, politics, economics, 
geography, etc.  He asked the 
audience to give the five Pillars of 

Islam, which they were able to do.   
He appreciated that he was 
addressing a faith-based group, with 
a solid religious background, and he 
appreciated the open mindedness of 
the audience.  There were some very 
informed questions from the sisters.”  
In addition to SJR residents, other 
sisters and guests attended, as well.

SJR also received a grant from 
Humanities Washington for another 
presentation, “Human Rights in 
History”, presented on May 24 by 
Nancy Koppelman, Ph.D., an 
instructor at The Evergreen State 
College. l

Among those sharing the special day 
with Sister Rosa were her co-workers 
on the staff and faculty at Providence 

High School.  “It was a remarkable 
event in my life,” she said. “Providence 
of God, I thank you for all!” l

“There are no words to thank you 
enough for your support, prayers, gifts, 
calls and cards on my day of becoming 
a U.S. citizen,” she wrote. “Also, I would 
like to give special thanks to our Sisters 
who were able to attend the Natural-
ization Oath Ceremony with me in 
person and to those who were with me 
in spirit. The celebration went well and 
was so meaningful. Before it began 
we had a short refection on the beauty 
of our country, the U.S.A.  I really 
appreciated having that moment of 
reflection. Now, I can say that I am 

a Vietnamese American Sister.”

Sisters of Providence gathered 
to congratulate Sister Rosa Sen 
Nguyen (center) on her citizenship.

Providence High School 
colleagues also celebrated 
with Sister Rosa.
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Dedication of 
Mother Joseph Farm

This is a photo taken at the 
newly expanded Mother Joseph 
Farm, created on the west side of 
the Southgate II building on the 
campus in Renton that is home to 
the Sisters of Providence Provincial 
Administration and to Providence 
Health & Services. The dedication and 
blessing of the farm was on Earth 
Day, April 21, and was attended by 
more than 300 people.  Sister Susanne 
Hartung, Providence chief mission 
integration officer, said more than 

50 volunteers will maintain the farm.  
Its onions, lettuce, corn, tomatoes, 
peppers, potatoes and carrots will be 
given to the food bank at Providence 
Regina House to feed the poor. l
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Sister Kathryn “Kitsy” Rutan 
speaks at the University of Great 
Falls graduation ceremony.

Sister Susanne Hartung (center) 
leads the blessing and dedication 
of the Mother Joseph Farm.

Distinguished alumna

Sister Kathryn “Kitsy” 
Rutan is honored at  
UGF graduation

Sister Kathryn “Kitsy” Rutan 
received the Distinguished Alumna 
Award at the graduation ceremony 
at the University of Great Falls on 
May 7.  Sister Kitsy, Class of 1961, 
received the honor from Sister Lucille 
Dean, who has been serving as interim 
university president.  The award 
was conferred “for her dedication, 
faith and support of the University 
of Great Falls, and her demonstrated 
understanding and promotion of the 
University’s commitment to fostering 

‘Uncommon Courage’ through her 

lifelong career of ministry in education, 
leadership, and promotion and 
recognition of the marginalized.”

“. . . She is truly a woman of 
Providence,” Sister Lucille said.  “. . . 
Her life story is one of service, of 
leadership, of reaching out to the 
poor and the vulnerable and in doing 
so finding the greatest of rewards.”

Congratulations, Sister Kitsy! l

Jack Mudd receives  
Mother Joseph statue

Jack Mudd, 
Providence Health 
& Services senior 
vice president 
for mission 
leadership, was 
presented with 
a Mother Joseph 
statue on March 9 
by the Providence 
Ministries 
sponsors and 
the Leadership 
Team of Mother Joseph Province.  
The essence of Jack’s role with 

Providence was to see that the 
mission and values were reflected 

in daily decisions and practices 
across the five-state system. 

Jack, who retired March 31, 
was born at St. Patrick Hospital in 
Missoula, Mont., and was educated 
by the Sisters of Providence as a 
day student at St. Thomas Home 
in Great Falls.  His father was an 
attorney and a board member of 
the College of Great Falls for many 
years.  Jack’s aunt, Sister Rita Mudd, 

was president of the College of Great 
Falls when it moved to the current 
University of Great Falls campus.

“Providence Ministry Sponsors 
have been blessed to have Jack 
as our liaison to management in 
Providence Health & Services,” said 
Sister Barbara Schamber.  “Jack 
is a person of great integrity, so 
his contacts with the bishops in 
our regions are recognized as 
having been thoroughly vetted 
and discerned before decisions 
are concluded.  Jack’s legacy will 

truly live on in Providence.” l


