An intercommunity project

Mercy Housing Northwest

breakfast celebrates
its 25th anniversary
O
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n Friday, October 13,

Mercy Housing Northwest (MHNW)
hosted its Power of Home fundraising
breakfast at the Sheraton Seattle Hotel.
In honor of MHNW’s 25th anniversary, this year’s event welcomed the
largest crowd and highest fundraising results to date! With the help of
so many new and old supporters and
friends who attended the breakfast,
MHNW was able to raise over
$280,000 (and counting!) in support
of program services for residents.
This year’s event highlighted the
importance of MHNW’s work to help
residents and families thrive. The event
program featured a mother-daughter

pair of resident speakers, Kadijatou
and Mariam, who shared their
inspiring story of how the resources
provided at Mercy Housing have
supported their family. The program
closed with powerful words from
featured speaker Washington State
Attorney General Bob Ferguson.
MHNW is excited to be adding
more family housing in Seattle this
upcoming year, as part of the solution
to becoming a more welcoming city
for families to thrive. To learn more
about Mercy Housing Northwest
and to support its programs and
services that help its residents and
families thrive, please visit: www.
mercyhousing.org/Northwest. l

p Two Mercy Housing Northwest board
members, Jo Ann Showalter, SP, (left)
and Georgia Yianakulis, SNJM, attended
the Power of Home breakfast.

Transitions –
Spokane, Washington

People
Who
Care

o

event raises
$134,000

O n October 5,

members of the Spokane community
joined together to celebrate “Respect
for Human Dignity” at the 15th annual
People Who Care event hosted by the
Transitions intercommunity ministry.
Over 700 guests attended the breakfast
and lunch and raised more than
$134,000 to support Transitions’ work
to end poverty and homelessness for
women and children in Spokane.
Transitions also acknowledged
Michael Phalen with the Marie Pizelo
Award. This award, created in honor
of longtime volunteer Marie Pizelo,
honors a volunteer who has been
involved at Transitions for seven years
or longer and embodies the values
of welcoming, creativity, spirituality and compassion. At the podium
that day, Michael shared: “True, good
work is non-denominational. I’m just
grateful for the skills and resources to
be able to help. Everyone should look
at what they have to oﬀer and give
the best they can, however they can.”
Other event highlights included
participants from Transitions’
Miryam’s House and New Leaf Bakery
Café. Speaking of her time at Miryam’s
House, Megan shared, “When I visit
Miryam’s House it still feels like home,
perhaps my first home.” Sandee, a
former New Leaf participant, shared
pictures previously published on
Facebook that helped catalog her
experience of homelessness. She was
particularly proud of the pretzels she
made while enrolled in the program
and credits New Leaf with helping her
find stable employment and housing.

A special thank you to the
Sisters of Providence who both
sponsored and filled multiple
tables at both breakfast and
lunch. The event wouldn’t be a
success without your support.
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– Mary Reinbold, Transitions
Development Director
For more information
about Transitions, visit

www.help4women.org. l
u Ami Manning, program
director for Miryam’s
House, (left) honoree
Michael Phalen and Edie
Rice-Sauer, Transitions’
executive director of
mission and services, are
pictured at the People
Who Care event.

Sisters Support Jubilee’s

O n October 25,

Jubilee Women’s Center celebrated
The Power of Possibility at its 20th
annual fall fundraiser at the Sheraton
Seattle Hotel. The luncheon featured
moving personal stories from two
Jubilee clients, an update on Jubilee
program innovations from Executive

Power of Possibility
Director Cheryl Sesnon, and a video
showcasing Jubilee care managers,
including Sister Jessica Taylor.
The event was a success, raising
$246,967 to support the nearly 60
residents and 2,000 additional lowincome women who will use Jubilee
services this year. Funds raised enable

Jubilee to continue to provide women
experiencing homelessness with
safe and aﬀordable housing, holistic
support services, and expanded
employment readiness options to
better prepare them to navigate the
path out of poverty. Funds also benefit
non-resident women in need of free
clothing, referrals, computer
lab, and learning opportunities.
Sincere thanks to the
Sisters of Providence, Mother
Joseph Province, for being
a sponsor of the event!
-- Anita Cech,
Jubilee Women’s Center
Marketing Manager
For more information about
Jubilee Women’s Center, visit
www.jwcenter.org. l

t St. Joseph Residence
hosted a table to support
the Jubilee Women’s Center
annual fundraiser.
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Sister Mary Agnes Namutebi

Welcome to another

Daughter of Mary from Uganda

S
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ister Mary Agnes

Namutebi, DM, had a good idea of
what to expect when she arrived in
Seattle from her home in Uganda on
September 5. For a year she had known
that she was coming here, following in
the footsteps of scores of Daughters of
Mary who have done the same thing
for more than 50 years. They journey
thousands of miles to an unfamiliar country and culture to take up
residence with the Sisters of Providence
and remain there long enough to earn
a college degree at Seattle University.
It helped that Sister Mary Agnes
would be joining a sister who was a
classmate, Paskazia Nakitende, DM.
She and another Daughter of Mary,
Sister Maria Gorreth Nassali, were
right there to show Sister Mary Agnes
the ins and outs of this new adventure.
When Sister Mary Agnes was
given a Starbucks card, she felt right
at home. She loves coﬀee, although
the beverage dispenser has a diﬀerent
name back home in Uganda.
Sister Mary Agnes wasted no time
getting started, with classes in an
intensive English language program
that began September 18. Told that
she speaks English well, she explained
that writing it is another matter. “It
is challenging because American
English is so diﬀerent,” she said. Once
the language program is completed,
she will begin studying for a degree
in education, aiming to teach at the
college level. It’s tougher to teach

p Mary Agnes Namutebi, DM,
(third from right) is pictured
in one of her first outings with
the Sisters of Providence.

children, but as the firstborn of five
siblings, three girls and two boys, she
knows how to handle them, she said.
Sister Mary Agnes is no stranger
to religious life. She entered the
Daughters of Mary four years ago and
her second-oldest sister also is in the
religious community, as is an aunt. “I
was attracted to the sisters, how they
behave and how they treat others. I
think it is within me,” she explained.
One of her uncles is a priest. Her
parents are farmers, and her mother
also raises and sells chickens.
“At first, I was scared to leave my
people and my country,” Sister Mary
Agnes said. She relaxed a bit when
she was assured that she would come

Sister Mary Agnes
Namutebi, DM
back to Uganda after she completes her
studies. “That gave me a bit of courage.”
She enjoys riding the bus to school
each day. (‘It’s great! If you miss one,
you can catch another.”) Her few
hours of free time each day are spent
reading and sleeping and she has tried
a lot of new foods. (“I try whatever is
on the table. I am just adapting.”)
She arrived in Seattle in time to
experience the Jubilee celebration, which
was later than normal this year because
of the General Chapter in Montreal.
The next new experience could well be
snow in the winter months, something
she has so far only seen in films.
Welcome, Sister Mary Agnes! l

Rosa Nguyen, SP, of Burbank, California,
and Marita Capili, SP, of El Salvador,
renewed their vows during liturgies
at SJR. Sister Marita is pictured with
Provincial Superior Judith Desmarais.

Renewal

of Vows

I

n September, two
Sisters of Providence renewed their
vows during separate liturgies in the
chapel at St. Joseph Residence, Seattle.
On Sunday, September 10,
Sister Rosa Sen Nguyen renewed
her vows for one year. On Friday,
September 15, Sister Marita Capili
renewed her vows for two years.
Sister Rosa serves in ministry in
the Finance Department of Providence
High School in Burbank, California.
Sister Marita is president/administrator of the Providence “Beca”
Scholarship Program in El Salvador.
As each of these sisters continues
her journey as a Sister of Providence,
we give them our love and support. l

