
 

Mother Joseph Award 2018
Nomination Criteria & Form

“We entrust ourselves to Divine Providence and do our best… More and 
more, I feel that to be happy, I must reach out and relieve the destitute.

“Do not say: ah! this does not concern me, let others see to them … 
whatever concerns the poor is always our affair.”

Mother Joseph



The Mother Joseph Award  

What is it?
The MOTHER JOSEPH AWARD is named in honor of Mother Joseph of the Sacred Heart, the first 
Superior of the Sisters of Providence in the West. Mother Joseph was a distinctive figure of early 
Northwest history, a woman of extraordinary compassion and vision. When Mother Joseph arrived in 
the Washington Territory in 1856, she encountered a strange new world of physical hardships, cultural 
and religious diversity, and rapid change. There were no hospitals, few schools, and little in the way of 
charitable services for those suffering the misfortunes of life on the frontier. 

Equipped with simple tools, enormous gifts for creating and building, and deep faith in Divine 
Providence, Mother Joseph and her sister companions stepped into the breach to fill these unmet 
needs. Under her leadership, more than 30 hospitals, schools, and homes were opened for orphans, 
the elderly, and the sick in what is now Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Montana, and southern British 
Columbia. 

In May 1977, Washington State Governor Dixie Lee Ray signed into law a bill authorizing a statue of 
Mother Joseph to be cast and placed in the nation’s Capitol. On May 1, 1980, the Mother Joseph statue 
was placed in Statuary Hall, Washington, D.C., as Washington state’s second honoree. Mother Joseph 
was cited as a “historic leader of national renown” and “to commemorate her fame and historic services 
as a great Washingtonian and a great American.” April 16th, Mother Joseph’s birthday, has been 
declared a state holiday by the Washington Legislature.

Who is eligible to receive it?
The Mother Joseph Award is given to a person within the areas where Sisters of Providence and 
Providence Associates of Mother Joseph are located (Alaska, Washington, Oregon, California, Idaho, 
Montana, Florida, Georgia, El Salvador, and Philippines) who exemplifies the values and courage of 
Mother Joseph. Those eligible to receive the award are lay persons, clergy, or religious (other than a 
Sister of Providence), employees, board members, volunteers, physicians, benefactors, etc. The 
award cannot be given to a Sister of Providence or a deceased person. 

Who may nominate?
Any Sister of Providence in Mother Joseph Province or any person associated with the Sisters of 
Providence (employee, board member, volunteer, physician, teacher, benefactor, Providence 
Associate, etc.) is eligible to submit nominations. If a nominee is being presented by more than one 
person, it’s extremely helpful to have more than one letter signed by the group doing the 
nominating. Individual letters of recommendation can each be used as supporting documentation for 
the nominee’s value and courage of Mother Joseph. 
  

If you have submitted a nomination in previous years, but your nominee was not 
selected, please consider resubmitting your nominee.



How is the nomination made?
The form to be used in submitting a nomination is attached. It is very important that the person being 
nominated not be told, since only one person can be selected for this award. 

How is the recipient selected?
The Provincial Superior and members of the Provincial Council review all nominations and may ask 
for further information or a personal presentation. 

How is the Mother Joseph Award presented? 
The Provincial Superior or member of the Provincial Council will make the presentation on behalf of 
the Sisters of Providence. Since it is a Sister of Providence Award, sisters and guests in the local area 
are invited to attend the presentation. It may be awarded at a tea, luncheon, dinner, or as part of a 
regular meeting or function.  

Nomination Guidance
After reading the EXCERPTS FROM CONSTITUTIONS OF THE SISTERS OF PROVIDENCE below, what do 
you see in this nominee’s life and service relative to Sisters of Providence as well as other civic/
community organization involvements that identify the nominee with these characteristics? 

• The mission of our community is to proclaim Providence as the loving presence of God, watchful 
over the created universe, attentive to the needs of all, active in us and through us.  We also 
proclaim the compassion of our Mother of Sorrows, who participated intimately in the saving 
death and resurrection of Jesus.  We live these mysteries primarily by our compassionate love of 
the poor.   

• This mission calls each of us to discover Jesus more particularly in those who suffer by serving 
him through the spiritual and corporal works of mercy, especially towards the poor, whether 
young, or sick or aged, bringing a sign of hope and resurrection to the world.  

• The motto of the Congregation, “The Charity of Christ urges us.” 

Nominations are to be received by Thursday, February 1, 2018. 

Please click here to complete the nomination form. To ensure the process is fair, no supportive 
documents will be accepted. 
  
For additional information or assistance please contact: 

Elinor Alexander 
Provincial Administration  
1801 Lind Ave SW, #9016  
Renton, WA 98057-9016   

http://bit.ly/2CtxrY3

