
Evelyn Nell 
Jenda, PA

 Evelyn Jenda, PA, 
died surrounded by loved 
ones on December 23 in 
Gresham, Oregon, after a 
long period of illness.  Born May 18, 1930, she 
had been a faithful Providence Associate for 
many years. 

Evelyn raised her grandsons and, in her 
younger years, invested several years and 
countless hours promoting scouting activities 
for her grandsons and their friends. Despite 
her health problems, she would struggle with 
her walker while taking public transporta-
tion to and from her apartment in Gresham 
to attend monthly Providence Associate 
meetings at St. Vincent Hospital & Medical 
Center in Portland. She also found great 
pleasure in hosting the associates’ annual 
summer picnic two years ago at her assisted 
living facility in Gresham.

Evelyn was preceded in death by her 
husband, Leo L. Jenda. Survivors include four 
children, Sharalee Jenda, Patty Caver, Paul 
Jenda and Scott Jenda; nine grandchildren 
and eight great-grandchildren.

Her funeral liturgy was celebrated on 
January 12 at St. Anne’s Catholic Church in 
Portland followed by private inurnment at 
Lincoln Memorial.  Donations in her memory 
may be made to St. Anne Catholic Church, 
1015 SE 182nd Avenue, Portland, OR 97233, or 
to your local charities in her name. l

In 1967 Sister Margaret Mary earned a 
Bachelor of Science degree in nursing from 
Seattle University.  From 1967 to 1977, she 
was engaged in nursing and for a short time in 
pastoral care at Providence Hospital in Seattle 
and St. Vincent Hospital in Portland, Oregon.  
She took a sabbatical year in the CREDO 
program at Gonzaga University in Spokane, 
Washington.  After that she became the 
executive receptionist for Sisters of Providence 
Provincial Administration and Providence 
Health System, in the corporate headquarters 
in downtown Seattle. 

In 1992 Sister Margaret Mary became the 
sacristan for St. Joseph Residence, Seattle, 
where she served in other roles over the years, 
such as staff member and councilor until 2010.   

She retired in 2011.  Her favorite pastimes 
were cooking, enjoying music, the outdoors 
and spending cherished time with friends and 
her sisters in community.  

Sister Margaret Mary is preceded in death 
by her parents and three brothers and is 
survived by nieces and nephews.  

Vigil service was held February 4 and the 
Funeral Mass was celebrated February 5, both 
at St. Joseph Residence, Seattle.  Burial was 
at Calvary Cemetery, Seattle.  Bonney Watson 
Funeral Home was in charge of arrangements. 

Memorial contributions may be made to 
the Sisters of Providence Retirement Fund, 
1801 Lind Avenue SW, #9016, Renton, WA 
98057-9016.  l

In 1948 Sister Maryann first served as a 
companion in the infirmary at the Provincial 
House, Seattle, and from 1949 to 1970 she 

Rest in Peace 

Margaret 
Mary Wilson, 
SP
(Sister Jean Ellen)

Sister Margaret 
Mary Wilson, age 89, a 
Sister of Providence for 
59 years, died January 
25 at St. Joseph Residence, Seattle. 

Margaret Mary Wilson was born February 
2, 1928, to James and Nellie (Corby) Wilson, 
in Chicago, Illinois.  She was the third of 
four children.  In 1944 she graduated from 
St. Martin Commercial High School in 
Chicago.  She attended the National Institute 
of Practical Nursing in Chicago, where she 
received her Licensed Practical Nursing 
certificate. She was then employed at Lewis 
Memorial Hospital, where some Sisters of 
Providence were nurses.  She grew to love the 
sisters who “practiced what they preached.”

Margaret Mary entered the Sisters of 
Providence in July 1958 at Mount St. Vincent, 
Seattle and became a novice in July 1959.  The 
following year she professed first vows and 
received the name Sister Jean Ellen, and then 
in August 1965 she professed final vows.  

Maryann 
Bochsler, SP
(Sister Mary 
Carmelita)

Sister Maryann 
Bochsler, age 96, a Sister 
of Providence for 71 
years, died January 29 
at St. Joseph Residence, Seattle.  

Maryann Elizabeth Bochsler was born 
June 16, 1921, to Albert and Hedwig 
(Wellman) Bochsler in St. Paul, Oregon.  She 
was the oldest of seven children.  In 1939 
she graduated from Mt. Angel Academy, Mt. 
Angel, Oregon.  

Maryann entered the Sisters of Providence 
in July 1946 at Mount St. Vincent, Seattle, 
and in January 1947 she became a novice.  
In July 1948 she professed first vows and 
received the name Sister Mary Carmelita.  She 
professed final vows in July 1950.  

After high school, Maryann received her 
nursing diploma from St. Joseph Hospital 
School of Nursing, Vancouver, Washington, 
in 1946.  In 1959, she earned a Bachelor of 
Science degree in nursing from the Catholic 
University of America, Washington, D.C.  
Sister Maryann received her chaplain’s certi-
fication in 1984 and in 1985-86, she did 
additional Clinical Pastoral Education studies 
at Seattle University.  She was a member of 
several professional organizations:  Sigma 
Theta Tau Honorary Nursing Sorority, Greater 
Seattle Association of Chaplains, National 
Association of Catholic Chaplains, and the 
Puget Sound Council of Senior Citizens. 

Virginia L. 
Murphy, PA

Virginia L. 
Murphy, age 93, died 
January 27 in Spokane, 
the city where she was 
born on February 3, 1924, to Matthew and 
Georgia Tompitch. Her father died when 
she was an infant and her mother remarried 
Charles Callaway.  Except for a few years in 
Walla Walla, Washington, while she was in 
high school, Virginia lived her life in Spokane.

She graduated from Sacred Heart Nursing 
School and worked as an RN at the hospital.  
In 1946 she married Daniel R. Murphy and 
their life centered around faith and their 
family. They were blessed with ten children, 
but still Virginia was an active volunteer at 
Sacred Heart Parish for more than 65 years, as 
well as at her children’s school activities.  She 
also volunteered as a nurse at the House of 
Charity.

She spent the last few years of her life as a 
beloved resident of Rockwood South.  

held numerous nursing, medical and surgical 
supervisory positions at various hospitals.  In 
Washington:  Walla Walla– St. Mary Hospital; 
Yakima – Providence Yakima Medical Center (St. 
Elizabeth Medical Center); Seattle – Providence 
Medical Center; Vancouver – St. Joseph 
Hospital; and Everett – Providence Medical 
Center.  In Oregon:  Portland – Providence St. 
Vincent Medical Center; Medford - Providence 
Medical Center (Sacred Heart Hospital); and 
Astoria – St. Mary’s Hospital.  In California:  
Burbank – St. Joseph Medical Center. 

From 1970 to 1995 Sister Maryann served 
as a spiritual coordinator and provided pastoral 
care in Portland, for a short time at Providence 
St. Vincent Medical Center; and in Seattle, for 
20-plus years, at Providence Mount St. Vincent.  

When she retired in February 1995 at St. 
Joseph Residence, Seattle, Sister Maryann did 
volunteer work, giving spiritual and pastoral 
care to many.  Some of her hobbies were reading, 
making flower arrangements and sharing 
cherished time with family, friends and her 
sisters in community.    

Sister Maryann is preceded in death by her 
parents, her sister Adelene Hammelman, and 
three brothers, Joseph, John and Thomas.  She 
is survived by two brothers, Albert Jr., Mt. 
Angel, Oregon, Ralph (Louise), Stayton, Oregon; 
sisters-in-law Barbara and Dorothy, and many 
nieces and nephews. 

 Vigil service was held February 4 and the 
Funeral Mass was celebrated February 5, both 
at St. Joseph Residence.  Burial was at Calvary 
Cemetery, Seattle.  Bonney Watson Funeral 
Home was in charge of arrangements. 

Memorial contributions may be made to  
the Sisters of Providence Retirement Fund,  
1801 Lind Avenue SW, #9016, Renton, WA 
98057-9016.  l

She is survived by her ten children: Dan 
(Janet), Kathleen Murphy-Carey (Don), 
Tom (Betsy), Chuck (Linda), Paul (Lori), Pat 
(Heather), Mary Gumaer (Dick), John (Connie), 
Sheila Yamamoto (Mark), and Maureen Ritter 
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Rose Byrne, SP
(Sister Kevin)

Sister Rose Byrne, 
age 93, a Sister of 
Providence for 69 years, 
died February 18 at St. 
Joseph Residence, Seattle.  

Rose Josephine Byrne was born July 22, 
1924, to Patrick and Bridget (Condron) Byrne, 
in Ballinahown, County Offaly, Ireland.  She 
was the second oldest of six children.  Rose 
entered the Sisters of Providence in July 1948 
at Mount St. Vincent, Seattle, Washington, 
and in January 1949, she became a novice.  In 
July 1950 she professed first vows and received 
the name Sister Kevin, and in July 1953 she 
professed final vows.  

In 1950 Rose was a companion at St. 
Vincent Home for the Aged in Seattle.  She 
graduated in 1953 from St. Patrick High School, 
Walla Walla, Washington.  In 1965, she earned 
a Bachelor of Science degree in education and 
social studies from the College of Great Falls, 
now the University of Providence in Great Falls, 
Montana.  Sister Rose received her Master of 
Education degree in June 1971 from Seattle 
University, and in September she earned 
American Studies Teaching credentials from the 
UCLA.  In 1993 Sister Rose received diplomas 
in religious studies from St. Patrick’s College, 
a Pontifical University, Maynooth County, 
Kildare, and from the International Summer 
School, Trinity College, Dublin, in Ireland.  

Sister Rose’s first ministry, 25 years from 
1953 to 1978, was in education as an elementa-
ry teacher in Washington:  Yakima – St. Joseph 
Academy and St. Joseph Grade School; Seattle 
– Holy Family School; Vancouver – St. Joseph 
School;  and Moxee – Holy Rosary School; and 
then in California: Sun Valley – Our Lady of the 
Holy Rosary School; Pasadena – St. Philip the 
Apostle School; Temple City – St. Luke Catholic 
School; and Burbank – St. Francis Xavier 
School, and then St. Finbar School, where she 
concluded her teaching ministry.

After her clinical pastoral education 
in 1979-80, Sister Rose became a pastoral 
care associate at St. Joseph Medical Center, 
Burbank, for a short time.  Then from 1981 to 
1992, and from 1993 to 1997, she served as 
director of ministry to the sick and elderly at St. 
Patrick Parish in North Hollywood, California.  

Rest in Peace . . .
(Alex). She also had enormous pride and love 
for her 23 grandchildren and 19 great-grand-
children.

The Rosary was celebrated at Sacred Heart 
Church, Spokane, on February 5, and the 
funeral Mass was celebrated the following 
day followed by a reception in the parish hall. 
Hennessey Funeral Homes was in charge of 
arrangements.

Donations to honor her memory may be 
made to the House of Charity, PO Box 2253, 
Spokane WA 99210.  l

From 1998 to 2014, Sister Rose was the 
representative for the Sisters of Providence at 
Providence St. Joseph Medical Center, Providence 
Holy Cross Medical Center and Providence St. 
Elizabeth’s Care Center.  She worked with the 
foundation department at both medical centers, 
providing a “sister presence” in addition to 
attending funerals, meetings and events at which 
she delivered invocations, prayers and reflections 
that she composed herself.  She also conducted 
hospital visits to the sick and their families, as well 
as visits to staff and employees. 

On January 6, 2015, Sister Rose received 
a Certificate of Recognition from the City 
of Burbank for her work with the Sisters of 
Providence and Providence St. Joseph Medical 
Center, for her years of charitable service, and 
for the positive impact she had on the city of 
Burbank.  Shortly after, Sister Rose retired and 
moved to St. Joseph Residence, Seattle, where she 
continued to share spiritual wisdom with those 
around her.  She enjoyed visiting with friends and 
her sisters in community.    

Sister Rose is preceded in death by her 
parents, her brother John, and her sisters, Anne 
Maguire, Dympna Ryan, and Mary and Philomena 
(twins).  She is survived by nieces and nephews. 

Vigil Service was held February 25 and the 
funeral Mass was celebrated the following day, 
both at St. Joseph Residence, Seattle.  Burial was 
at Calvary Cemetery, Seattle.  Bonney Watson 
Funeral Home was in charge of arrangements. 

Memorial contributions may be made to the 
Sisters of Providence Retirement Fund, 1801 Lind 
Avenue SW, #9016, Renton, WA 98057-9016.  l

Briefs

 A reception was held in 
Renton on January 9 to say thank 
you to Pat Carroll for 19 years of 
service, including as coordinator of 
the Providence Health & Services 
(PH&S) chronicles for the past nine 
years.  The chronicles are an 
unbroken historical record of PH&S 
ministries that stretch back to the 
mid-1800s, when the first Sisters of 
Providence arrived in the Pacific 
Northwest. In effect, Pat has 
overseen and curated the history of 
Providence for nearly a decade. His 
life has been one of compassion 
and service, including his years as 
assistant director of Providence 
Vincent House in Seattle and four 
decades as a member of the Jesuits, 
serving as a pastor and educator.  

“We thank Pat for his 
commitment to the collection of 
narratives begun by the Sisters of 
Providence and for nearly 20 years 
of service,” said Provincial Councilor 
Joan Gallagher, SP.  “He has played 
an integral role in preserving a 
record of the good works of 
Providence Health & Services.” l

Pat Carroll, 
Providence 
Health & Services 
chronicles 
coordinator, retires
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Sisters Chauncey Boyle 
(left) and Mary Grondin 
congratulate Pat Carroll 
on his retirement.

u
u

P LEASE              
 REMEMBER 
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Jack Pearce, husband of Liz Pearce, PA, 
died December 12 in Spokane, Wash.

Steve Kuklish, father-in-law of 
Maribel Kuklish, PA, died December 13 
in Lakewood, Wash.

Marie Smith, aunt of Sharon Fitzpatrick, 
SP, died December 21 in Gilbert, Ariz.

Veronique Gnamazo, mother of Marie  
Thérèse Gnamazo, died December 22 
in Cameroon.

Adeline Hammelman, sister of Maryann 
Bochler, SP, died January 7 in Mount 
Angel, Ore.

Ken Marceau, brother of Ida Mae Marceau, 
SP, died January 10 in Omaha, Neb.

David Walters, brother-in-law of 
Mary Butler, PA, died January 17 
in Fort Lauderdale, Fla.

Tommy Lathrop, husband of Karen 
Lathrop, PA, died January 21 in Great 
Falls, Mont.

Albert Zanni, uncle of Sue Orlowski, SP, 
died March 8 in Springfield, Mass.
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  Find us on        
Facebook!

Thanks to the efforts of Washington 
State University Vancouver and the staff 
and historical resources at Providence 
Archives, The Historic Trust is offering a 
new way to explore Providence Academy, 
the former orphanage and school built in 
1874 by Mother Joseph of the Sacred Heart 
and other Sisters of Providence.  The four-
story brick building at 400 East Evergreen 
Blvd., in Vancouver, Wash., operated as a 
school until 1966 and is being renovated 
by the trust, formerly known as the Fort 
Vancouver Historic Trust.

The heart of what’s new is an app for 
mobile devices that was developed by 
students in the university’s digital 
technology and culture program. The app 

www.facebook.com/sistersofprovidencemjp
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Sister Anita Butler and her brother attended a surprise 
dinner hosted by Providence Health & Services Ministries 
and Sponsors in December.  Sister Anita recently ended 
her term as one of the initial co-sponsors, as treasurer.  

Rob McCann, 
president and 
CEO of Catholic 
Charities Eastern 
Washington

Images, text and artifacts tell the story of the Sisters of Providence 
and their ministries across the West and southern Canada.

2017 Sister Peter 
Claver Humanitarian 
Award

Re-discover Providence Academy 
through a new historic tour!will allow visitors to engage in a virtual 

history through two- and three-
dimensional interactive experiences.   
Also new is an interpretive installation 
with panels that use images, text and 
artifacts to tell the story of the Sisters of 
Providence and their ministries across 
the West and southern Canada.

  The new features were unveiled at 
an open house at the site, now known as 
The House of Providence, on December 
8, marking the 161st anniversary of the 
sisters’ arrival in Vancouver in 1856. For 
more information about tours, visit The 
Historic Trust’s website at https://
thehistorictrust.org/tours/providence-
academy. l

New officers for the Providence St. Joseph Health Co-
Sponsors' Council are Bill Cox, chairman; Mary Therese Sweeney, 
CSJ, vice chairwoman; Eleanor Brewer, secretary; and Barbara 
Schamber, SP, treasurer.

The initial Co-Sponsors’ Council was created through a 
covenant signed by all members of the Providence Health & 
Services and St. Joseph Health public juridic persons when the 
two organizations came together. The initial members were co-
chairs Juliana Casey, IHM, and Johnny Cox, along with Anita 
Butler, SP, as treasurer; and Mary Therese Sweeney, CSJ, as 
secretary.

Please join us in thanking the initial co-sponsors for their 
service and in wishing the new officers the best as they lead the 
sponsors over the next year. l

Providence St. Joseph Health    
Co-Sponsors’ Council has new officers

 
The 2017 recipient of the Sister Peter 

Claver Humanitarian Award is Rob McCann, 
Ph.D., president and CEO of Catholic 
Charities Eastern Washington. The award 
presented by Providence Health Care is 
named for Sister Peter Claver, who led 
Sacred Heart Medical Center from 1964 to 
1987.  It honors her legacy of 
compassionate service and dedication to 
improving the lives of others, especially 
those who are poor and vulnerable.

Rob joined Catholic Charities in 2000 
and has been its leader since 2005. The 
organization, based in Spokane, 
Washington, has built nearly 1,000 
residences for people who are homeless 
and poor, serves thousands weekly and 
delivers food to disaster victims.  Rob’s 
prior experience includes four years with 
Catholic Relief Services, two years as a 
Jesuit Volunteer in Oregon and Mexico, and 
one year in East Los Angeles as a youth 
advocate in Gang Alternative Programming. 
Rob is currently a board member and past 
chair of the USCCB national advisory board.  
He also serves on various community 
boards, including Providence Health Care, 
Sacred Heart Medical Center Foundation, 
Jesuit Volunteers Corps Northwest, 
Nazareth Guild, and Spokane County 
United Way.  

Congratulations, 
Rob, on this well-
deserved recognition! l



T he international 
congregation of the Sisters 
of Providence is celebrating 
the 175th anniversary of its 
foundation. At the request of the 
General Leadership Team, a special 
175th Anniversary Committee has 
been established “to instill in the 
entire Congregation of the Sisters of 
Providence a creative and unified sense 
of gratitude and celebration for the 
blessings received during the 175 years 
since the founding of the Congregation 
by Blessed Emilie Gamelin and 
Bishop Ignace Bourget in Montreal.  

“This spirit of Providence inspires 
us to journey into the future with 
great hope, reaching out to those in 
need,” the General Leadership Team 
wrote to the sisters.  Among the values 
that the committee kept in mind in 
planning activities for the year were 
simplicity, unity, hope, engagement, 
connecting past, present and future, 
and reflecting the Providence charism.  

The celebration began on March 
24, 2018, the day before Palm Sunday, 
and will close on March 29, 2019, the 
anniversary of the very first profession 
of Sisters of Providence, including that 
of Blessed Emilie Gamelin in 1844. 

For the opening ceremony, all 
the provinces held liturgies in festive, 
prayerful celebrations highlighting 
the history of the congregation and 
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The logo for the celebration features 
175 on our unifying Providence 
symbol with its Resurrection cross 
and the P in three colors:  green, 
a sign of hope for our future,  
emerging from blue, our heritage 
story and our trust in Providence, 
and red,  sign of the Holy Spirit 
and our passion for the mission.  
Extending from the symbol are 
ribbons of blessings that have been 

and are yet to be received 
and given through the life 
and ministries of the Sisters 
of Providence, Providence 
Associates and Providence 
Companions, collaborators 
and all associated with the 
Providence family. Together 
we share in all the blessings 
and move into the future 
as ONE in Providence.

the works carried out 
over these 175 years.  In 
Mother Joseph Province, the year of 
celebration began with prayer services 
on March 24 in each region, including 
one at St. Joseph Residence in Seattle. 

For the closing ceremony in 2019, 
a Eucharistic celebration of thanks-
giving followed by a reception hosted 
by the General Leadership Team will 
be held in Montreal with participa-
tion from throughout the congrega-
tion. Local ceremonies also will be 
planned within the provinces.

Mother Joseph Province’s repre-
sentative on the committee is Sister 
Susanne Hartung.  “As we reviewed 
our history, it’s beyond almost my 
comprehension to see where we are 
today after 175 years,” she said, “a 
very small group of women starting 
amazing ministries of taking care of the 
poor and the underserved in Montreal.  
They faced struggles 
and challenges to get to 
where we are today and 
the story continues.”

Much more infor-
mation will be shared as 
the 175th Anniversary 
Committee and the 
provinces continue to 
plan and as this celebra-
tory year unfolds. l

Members of the 175th Anniversary 
Committee are (from left): Nadia 
Bertoluci, PA, Toyleen Fook, SP, 
Hortense Demia-Mbaïlaou, SP; Mariana 
Peña, SP, Gloria Keylor, SP, Susanne 
Hartung, SP, and Lucille Vadnais, SP.

of congregation’s founding
175th anniversary 
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A yearlong celebration begins

Sisters of Providence celebrate 
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