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Linda Jo
Reynolds, SP
JWC resident Cassie

A Jubilee Resident
Receives
Her Calling

C assie isn’t shy about

proclaiming her spirituality.

When asked if she would be willing
to share her story, she said, “Yes, but
it is a story to glorify God, not me.”
When she came to the Jubilee
Women’s Center, Cassie was recently
out of prison, in recovery from
drug addiction, managing a mental
illness, and ready to open her heart
to permanent change. “God came
and found me in prison,” she said.
“He created a relationship with me
that was very positive and loving
. . . He healed my brain and body,
took away my unbelief, and exposed
evil. He has given me life purpose
and love to give to others.”
Sitting in the dining room
at Jubilee’s Sojourner Place with
a warm smile on her face, Cassie
talked about how Jubilee’s stable
housing and support also contributed to her healing, giving her the
opportunity to pursue spiritual
growth. Then she shared exciting
news: she is applying to seminary,
with a dream of introducing others
to Jesus through missionary work.
“At first, when she told me she
wanted to be a pastor, I was surprised
given her history,” said Sister Jessica
Taylor, case manager, “but she’s
been touched with vocation. Cassie
realized she was on the wrong
path, and God gave her healing and
repentance. Though she has some
obstacles to overcome, she is focused
on following God’s call and being
in ministry to serve Him. Cassie
will make it because she’s focused,
organized, and has a strong faith life.”
Cassie agrees. “I’m not going to
get pulled into that old life,” she said.
“The Holy Spirit continues to come to
me and check me so I can work out my
flaws and mistakes. I am humbled.” l
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ister Linda Jo
Reynolds, age 70, a
Sister of Providence
for 51 years, died
May 12 at St. Joseph
Residence, Seattle.
Linda Jo
Reynolds was born
November 15, 1947,
to Joseph and Anita
(Long) Reynolds, in Portland, Oregon. She
was their only child. Linda Jo entered the
Sisters of Providence in September 1965 at
Providence Heights, Issaquah, Washington,
and became a novice in August 1966. In
March 1968 she professed first vows, and in
June 1974 she professed final vows.
Linda Jo graduated in May 1965
from Providence Academy, Vancouver,
Washington. In 1971 she earned a Bachelor
of Science degree in nursing from Seattle
University. She also earned specialization nursing certificates in 1973 from St.
Elizabeth Hospital, Yakima, Washington,
and in 1974 from Carville, Louisiana. Sister
Linda Jo received several diplomas in
pastoral studies in 1995-97 from the East
Asian Pastoral Institute, Loyola Heights,
Quezon City, Philippines.
From 1995 to 1998 she was a member
of the Association of Major Religious
Superiors of Women. Sister Linda Jo
received a certificate of appreciation as
the 2002-03 formator of the Juniors–
Seminarians Forum (JFS) XVIII Metro
Manila, Loyola Heights, Quezon City. In
2010 she attended the School of Applied
Theology Sabbatical Program, in Berkeley,
California. In addition, in 2015 she
completed the three-summer sessions of
Legal Education for Leadership of Religious
Institutes, St. Paul University in Ottawa,
Ontario, Canada.
Sister Linda Jo’s first ministry was in
nursing for 13 years, from 1968 to 1981, in
California: Oakland – Providence Hospital
and Burbank – St. Joseph Medical Center;
and in Washington: Yakima – St. Elizabeth
Medical Center; and Seattle – St. Joseph
Residence.
In 1976 she transferred to the Sisters of
Providence in Montreal, Quebec, Canada,
to prepare for missionary work. Then
from 1977 to 1981 she was a missionary
in Lokoja, Nigeria, Africa, at Koton Karifi
General Hospital. For a time in 1981, she
worked in parish ministry in Lokoja.
In 1982 Sister Linda Jo returned to the
United States and ministered to the elderly
at Blessed Sacrament Parish in Seattle.
Then, from 1985 to 1989, she was the TriProvince Formation Novitiate Director in
Spokane, Washington.

In August 1989 Sister Linda Jo was one of
the five foundresses of the Philippine Sector,
and became its first formation director until
July 1994. From 1995 to 2001 she was the
superior of the Philippine Sector, and then
from September 2001 to October 2012 she
was Councilor Secretary-Treasurer. Having
been elected General Councilor-Secretary in
the summer of 2012, the following November
she went to Montreal to take up her responsibilities for the position. In 2016, Sister Linda
Jo celebrated her Golden Jubilee as a Sister of
Providence.
Due to ill health, she left Montreal and
went to Seattle in November 2017. On
February 23, 2018, there was a special
missioning ritual for Sister Linda Jo to leave
the General Leadership Team and become a
member of Mother Joseph Province, based
in Seattle. She is preceded in death by
her parents and survived by her sisters in
community.
Vigil service was held May 18 and the
Funeral Mass was celebrated the following
day, both at St. Joseph Residence, Seattle.
Burial followed at Calvary Cemetery, Seattle.
Bonney Watson Funeral Home was in charge
of arrangements.
Memorial contributions may be made to
the Sisters of Providence Retirement Fund,
1801 Lind Avenue SW, #9016, Renton, WA
98057-9016. l
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Bette Kay Marshall
Farrell, a former Sister of
Providence, died March 14
in Santa Maria, Calif.
Rosalice Elmore, mother of
Dixie Elmore, PA, and Nancy
Elmore-Ward, PA, died
March 30 in Auburn, Wash.
Iona McDougal, sister
of Clarella Fink, SP, died
April 1 in Butte, Mont.
Martha Velazco, aunt of
Brenda Velasco, PA, died
April 6 in Mexico City.
Doris Green, sister-in-law
of Joyce Green, SP, died
April 8 in Park Hills, Mo.
Rosemarie McCartin, formerly
Sister Rose Amata, died
May 2 in Vancouver, Wash.
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Briefs

Dominican Sisters
and Associates
of Tacoma joined
in a march for
sensible gunviolence legislation
in Tacoma, one of
many nationwide,
in March.

Standing with the children
SP and OP sisters
support call for sensible
gun-violence prevention
legislation

S
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isters of Providence, Mother Joseph
Province, and Sisters of Saint Dominic of
Tacoma gave their support in March to
school children’s nationwide movement
demanding that more is done to keep
them safe in schools and public places by
enacting sensible gun-violence protection
legislation. Support also came from the
Leadership Conference of Women Religious
(LCWR) in the wake of the February 14
shooting deaths of 14 students and three
staff members at Marjory Stoneman
Douglas High School in Parkland, Florida.
Gun violence is a critical issue not just
in Parkland, but in Orlando, Las Vegas, San
Bernardino, Charleston, Newtown,
Columbine, Sutherland Springs and
countless other cities and towns across the
nation. Guns are linked to roughly 33,000

Sister Maria Lourdes
leaves Spokane for Seattle

Sister Maria Lourdes Cleto
(left) is pictured with Provincial
Secretary Wendy Iwami.

S

ister Maria Lourdes Cleto moved
from Emilie Court in Spokane to
St. Joseph Residence in Seattle on
February 21. Her drivers to her new
home were Sisters Ida Mae Marceau,
Liz Gress and Rosalie Locati. Pictured
here at the birthday bash for 100year-old Sister Rita Ferschweiler, she’s
settling in just fine. You are missed in
Spokane, Sister Maria. Best wishes. l

deaths in the United States per year,
according to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention; about two-thirds
of them are suicides.
Gun safety is not a new issue for
sisters to address. They have actively been
engaging gun manufacturers and retailers
for meaningful change through the
Intercommunity Peace & Justice Center
(IPJC) and the Northwest Coalition for
Responsible Investment (NWCRI). Sister
Judy Byron, OP, said some of the successes
have been decisions by retailers Dick’s
Sporting Goods and Walmart to “take
important and courageous steps to do their
part to end gun violence”. As this
newsletter went to press, a majority vote by
shareholders supported calling for a report
from gun manufacturer Sturm Ruger on its
activities, if any, to promote gun safety.
The sisters, through their
intercommunity ministries, are calling for
“an open and respectful dialogue in our

Members of the
region pictured
here are (from
left) Providence
Associates Shirley
McKay, Ann
Buchanan and
Kathy Mulvaney,
and Sister Mary
Wilson, sister
liaison, and Phyllis
Silva-Keith, PA, regional
coordinator. Not
pictured is member
Susan Keyes, PA, who
now lives in Rathdrum,
Idaho, and participates
by phone and email.
Welcome back, East Lake
Washington Region!
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communities, our states and in Congress
about effective gun control legislation that
promotes the common good and public
safety, and that promotes respect for life.
The time is now to enact common-sense
legislation that:

• Requires universal background checks and
mandatory waiting periods for all gun
purchases;
• Bans civilian ownership of high-capacity
weapons and magazines; and
• Makes gun trafficking a federal crime.”
They concur with LCWR’s admonition:
“There is much to mourn, but mourning is
not enough. Prayers and condolences are
not enough. The killing must stop. It is well
past time that we enacted sensible gun
violence prevention legislation. This is not
about protecting the Second Amendment.
It is about protecting the most precious
resource we have, the gift of life.” l

East Lake Washington Region of
Providence Associates is back!

T

he East Lake Washington Region of the
Providence Associates of Mother Joseph has been
joyfully re-established! Because of transportation
difficulties and availability for weekend meetings
and activities in Seattle, the PA Board of Directors
made that decision to better meet the needs of the
associates living east of Seattle and Lake
Washington. l

Dave Underriner receives
MJ statue from the sisters
and the sponsors

Sisters attend annual Providence
High School gala in Burbank

D

ave Underriner, who left Providence
last month after 35 years to join Kaiser
Permanente Hawaii as regional president,
was presented with a Mother Joseph statue
on April 30. The presentation of the
miniature bronze statue of the foundress
of the Sisters of Providence in the West was
made in Portland on behalf of all the Sisters
of Providence and Providence St. Joseph
Health co-sponsors by Provincial Councilor
Jo Ann Showalter and Sister Barbara
Schamber, PSJH sponsor.
Dave has served in a number of
leadership roles, most recently as the
executive vice president and chief
executive of the Oregon Region of
Providence Health & Services, since March
2013. He has also served in clinical
services, service area operations and as
chief delivery system officer. Perhaps he
was destined to become an integral part
of Providence since his father, Tom
Underriner, was the first lay leader of
Providence St. Vincent Medical Center,
in Portland.

The annual

Providence High
School gala was
enjoyed by (from
left) Sister Lucille
Dean, PHS Head of
School Joe Sciuto,
and Provincial
Superior Judith
Desmarais, SP.
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Two PHS alumni – PHS Principal Allison DeFrancesco Castro

(left), Class of ’02, and Sister Mary Alice Miller (right), Class
of ’61 – shared a moment with the new chaplain at Providence
St. Joseph Medical Center, Sister Suzette Bautista.

Sister in transfer
process becomes
a U.S. citizen

Dave Underriner
Only 100 of the miniature statues
were cast by Felix W. de Weldon, who
created the statue of Mother Joseph that
has been housed in the U.S. Capitol
since 1980. The mini version that Dave
received is of Mother Joseph kneeling
next to tools she used to make
architectural drawings for construction
of hospitals and schools in Washington,
Oregon, Idaho, Montana and southern
British Columbia.
Aloha, Dave! Thank you for all you
have done to support the Sisters of
Providence and their mission with love
and compassion. l

Sister Phuong Ha Nguyen, LHC,

t

Find us on
Facebook!

who is in the probationary transfer
process to the Sisters of Providence,
took the oath of U.S. citizenship on
May 1 in a naturalization ceremony
in Spokane Valley, Washington.
A total of 103 people representing
41 countries were sworn in as
new American citizens by Chief
U.S. District Judge Thomas O.
Rice, pictured here with Sister
Phuong Ha. Congratulations!

www.facebook.com/sistersofprovidencemjp
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Sisters’ panel
shares with
PSJH leaders on
mission, values
and heritage
20

Four Sisters of Providence

shared insights with Providence
St. Joseph Health leaders on April
10 at the Archbishop Brunett
Retreat and Faith Formation
Center at the Palisades in Federal
Way, Washington.

Pictured from left are
Sisters Rosalie Locati, Joan
Gallagher, Maribeth Carson
and Jo Ann Showalter.
This was the final session
for the 14th cohort
participating in Providence
Leadership Formation
gatherings to discuss
the mission, values and
heritage of the sisters. l

Introducing the new mission

statement for Providence

St. Joseph Health

W

e are pleased to share
with you the new mission statement
and values of Providence St. Joseph
Health, formed by the sponsors of
Providence Ministries and St. Joseph
Health on July 6, 2016. They reflect the
charisms and legacy of two congregations of women religious – the Sisters of
Providence and the Sisters of St. Joseph
of Orange -- that came to the West 160
years ago to address the unmet needs
of people who are poor and vulnerable.
Their missions have not changed,
but the new words create a common
language to express a shared mission.
They are an embodiment of what
Sponsor Barbara Schamber, SP, has
described as, “Two beautiful cultures
united in faith for a future full of hope.”
The new mission and values are
the result of a yearlong process with
participation of caregivers, providers,
board members and volunteers. Sisters
of Providence also were an integral part
of the discussion in regional meetings
hosted by the Providence Ministries
sponsors. Once the language was
agreed upon, rituals were held to share
the words and embrace their meaning,
including reflections to “honor the
past and celebrate the future.”
“We ask God’s blessing on each
one of us as we strive to remain
faithful to the Mission as we respond
to the signs of our times.” l

Our Mission
As expressions of
God’s healing love,
witnessed through
the ministry of Jesus,
we are steadfast in serving all,
especially those who are
poor and vulnerable.

Our Values
Compassion – Dignity – Justice
– Excellence – Integrity

