
The Day of Reflection 
was a meaningful beginning to the 
sisters’ annual “family reunion.”  The 
remaining two days were spent taking 
care of community business and hearing 
from both the General Leadership Team 
and the Leadership Team of Mother 
Joseph Province, as well as the  
Co-Sponsor Council of Providence  
St. Joseph Health (PSJH). They shared 
prayer, meals and celebrations, including 
a special liturgy and banquet for the 
175th anniversary of the founding of the 
Sisters of Providence.  Here are a few of 
the highlights from the 19th Provincial 
Chapter, facilitated by Sister Peggy 
Kennedy, SNJM:

• “This is not an ordinary time,” 
General Superior Karin Dufault, SP,  
told the group. It has been a time of 
unexpected change, including the   
illness and death of General Secretary 
Linda Jo Reynolds, SP. Sister Kathryn 
“Kitsy” Rutan arrived in Montreal to 
help out until Sister Annette Noel was 
chosen to take the role of general 
secretary. “We will be a new team 
starting in September with reflection 
and planning days,” Sister Karin said.  
One of their immediate challenges  
is that the General Leadership   
Team members do not share a  
common language.

• It was announced that the liturgy to 
end the year of celebration of the 175th 
anniversary of the congregation’s 
founding will be March 29, 2019, at the 
motherhouse in Montreal.

• Provincial Superior Judith Desmarais 
gave an update on the covenant process 
with the Sisters of Saint Dominic of 
Tacoma and said Seattle Archbishop J. 
Peter Sartain will celebrate a liturgy for 
both congregations at 1:30 p.m. Sunday, 
October 21, in the Mount St. Vincent 
chapel, followed by a social.

• Sister Margarita Hernandez, new 
MJP vocation director as of July 1, said 
she is not doing this ministry alone.   
A vocation promotion team has been 

formed with sisters in Seattle, Yakima, 
Spokane, Portland, Burbank, El 
Salvador, the Philippines and Orlando. 

• Members of the PSJH Co-Sponsors 
Council, who joined the meeting in 
person or by telephone, shared about 
their required biannual meeting at the 
Vatican with the Congregation for 
Institutes of Consecrated Life and 
Societies of Apostolic Life. They also 
praised the new PSJH mission  
statement that was “built from the 
ground up, not the top down.” l

tMembers of the PSJH Co-Sponsors 
Council addressed the group along with 
PSJH CEO Rod Hochman, MD, at right.  
Others pictured are (from left) Juliana 
Casey, IHM, Barbara Schamber, SP, Jeffery 
Flocken, and Katherine “Kit” Gray, CSJO. 
Other members participated by phone.

p Sisters and 
associates eagerly 
accepted the invitation 
from Sister Margarita 
Hernandez, MJP’s new 
vocation director, to 
join in the dance.

pMJP’s Leadership Team shared 
insights with the group.  Pictured 
are (from left) Provincial Councilor 
Josefina “Josie” Ramac, SP, Provincial 
Treasurer Jennifer Hall, Provincial 
Secretary Wendy Iwami, Provincial 
Councilors Jo Ann Showalter, SP, and 
Joan Gallagher, SP, and Provincial 
Superior Judith Desmarais, SP.

tThe Provincial 
Chapter’s theme 
was: Living God’s 
Dream with Arms 
Wide Open.

t General Councilor 
Hortense Demïa-
Mbailaou, is the liaison 
to the congregation’s 
Providence Associates 
and is pictured with some 
who were in attendance.
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Jubilee 2018

p Several concelebrants 
participated in the Jubilee 
Mass at Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Parish in Seattle on August 4.

p Two Ritas celebrated their 75th 
year of religious life: (left) Sr. Rita 
Ferschweiler and Sr. Rita Bergamini.

q Front-row seats, the best in the house, 
were reserved for the honorees.

p A celebration also was held May 31 at St. Joseph Residence in Seattle. 
Pictured in the front row, from left, are Sisters Mary Clare Boland, 
Lucy Villanova, Jeannette Parent, Rita Ferschweiler, Irene Charron 
and Therese Multz. In the back row, from left, are General Superior 
Karin Dufault, Sisters Rita Bergamini, Pauline Lemaire, Charlene 
Hudon, Kaye Belcher, Susanne Hartung, Julie Macasieb, Patricia 
Hauser, Alice St. Hilaire and Provincial Superior Judith Desmarais.

q Gifts brought forward by (from left) 
Sisters Virginia Miller, Kitsy Rutan, Josie 
Lerios and Karin Dufault were received 
by the presider, Father Jack Walmesley.

q General Councilor Nancy Arévalo joined 
the other General Leadership Team members 
in an enthusiastic blessing at the Jubilee 
banquet that followed vespers at SJR.

u Sisters Vilma 
Franco and 
Ana Orellana 
were the candle 
bearers/acolytes.

  6

d



p Smiles were plentiful at the Jubilee reception after 
the big event.  Pictured here, back row from left, are 
Provincial Superior Judith Desmarais and Sister Margaret 
Botch. In the front, from left, are Sisters Kitsy Rutan, 
Maggie Pastro and Paula Cosko.

q Sister Jacqueline Fernandes (right) gives 
direction to the sisters at the Jubilee banquet at 
SJR as Provincial Councilor Joan Gallagher (left) 
and Vicky Smith, activities director, listen. 

uThe Jubilarians, 
directed by Provincial 
Superior Judith 
Desmarais, prepare 
to renew their vows.

p Sister Gabrielle Nguyen (left) 
congratulates Sister Mary Clare Boland 
on her 70 years of religious life.

q Sister Dolores Ellwart, who celebrated 
her 70th Jubilee in a special Mass in Spokane, 
is shown with Provincial Superior Judith 
Desmarais as she renews her vows.

pThis congregation definitely embodies the 4 Is – international, 
intercultural, intergenerational and interdependent.  Pictured 
seated from left are Sisters Charlene Hudon, Mary Grondin and 
Chauncey Boyle and, standing from left, Sisters Joyce Green, 
Beverly Dunn, Jessica Taylor, Maureen Newman, Karin Dufault, 
Hortense Demïa-Mbailaou and Marie-Thérèse Gnamazo. 
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qThe highlight of the 
banquet at SJR is a special 
song performed for the 
occasion by sisters and staff.



Over the years, the lives of the 
Tacoma Dominican sisters and the 
Providence sisters have intersected 
in places where we taught, during the 
years of the Sister Formation Program, 
and also since 1991, when our sisters 
began going to St. Joseph Residence in 
Seattle when they needed skilled and/
or supportive care. We have also been 
together in the Northwest collabora-
tion among religious communities, 
particularly the Intercommunity Peace 
and Justice Center (IPJC), Mercy 
Housing Northwest, the Northwest 
Coalition for Responsible Investment 
(NWCRI), and the Northwest Women 
Religious Investment Trust (NWRIT).

At our Chapter in 2014–15, we 
affirmed that it was a natural unfolding 
to choose to request to covenant 
with the Sisters of Providence, MJP. 
A letter to Sister Judith Desmarais, 
SP, provincial superior, from Sister 
Sharon Casey, OP, president, formally 
asking to covenant with the Sisters of 
Providence was graciously accepted. 
Over the next three years, the MJP 
Leadership Team and the Tacoma 
Dominican Leadership Team met 
frequently to talk about process and 
the implications of this relationship 
and what it would mean in practical 
terms. We have also held two “meet 
and greets” for the sisters to reconnect 
with old friends and to make new ones.

This past June we began our last 
General Chapter and formally voted 
to request a canonical leader from the 
Sisters of Providence, MJP, beginning 

July 1, 2019. Because we are both 
pontifical congregations, this request, 
along with other documents, must 
be approved by the Congregation for 
Institutes of Consecrated Life and 
Apostolic Life in Rome, Italy. During 
our June Chapter, we invited Sisters 
of Providence, including the MJP 
Leadership Team, to join us for a 
retreat day with Sister Mary Hughes, 
OP, director of transitional services 
for the Leadership Conference of 
Women Religious (LCWR), as she 
explored the journey of crossing the 
threshold into the future – a time of 
unknowns but of great hope as the 
covenant relationship moves forward.

For us, this has been a time 
of letting go and addressing the 
challenges of our congregation eventu-
ally coming to completion. But it is 
also a time of great blessing. In this 
covenant relationship, both commu-
nities retain their unique identities. 
The Tacoma Dominicans will remain 
Dominican and continue to live 
out our charism until the last sister 
dies. We also retain control over our 
finances and investments, although 
they are managed by the Sisters of 
Providence. Our preaching charism 
and mission statement will continue 
to impel us to work for an eradica-
tion of injustice and oppression. Our 
corporate stances challenge us to work 
against human trafficking, for compre-
hensive immigration reform, and to 
stand against the death penalty. l

The last General Chapter

      Sisters of St. Dominic 
               of Tacoma 
journey toward the future
By Sharon Casey, OP

p Joan Gallagher, 
SP, Mary Hughes, 
OP (Amityville 
Dominican), 
and Mary Pat 
Murphy, OP

p Tacoma Associate Linda 
Parrish and Virginia Miller, SP

uOP General 
Chapter image 
of Crossing the 
Threshold with Hope
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I n 2002, the Sisters
of St. Dominic of Tacoma  
(Tacoma Dominicans) explored several 
models including creating a preferred 
future.  We knew we did not want to 
merge with another congregation, nor 
join with other communities in creating 
a “new” community.  At the time we did 
not know what that preferred future 
would be. In 2010, however, canon and 
civil lawyer Dan Ward, OSB, developed 
the concept of “covenant relationship,” 
in which communities retained their 
own identity and promised to walk 
together into the future.  This covenant 
concept resonated with us and we 
began to seriously explore it. In 2011, 
we were invited to participate in a 
“planning and implementation process” 
sponsored by the National Religious 
Retirement Organization (NRRO). 

Once we as a congregation affirmed 
that this was the way to go, we began 
a process of naming which communi-
ties to consider. Among them was the 
Sisters of Providence, Mother Joseph 
Province (MJP).  As Dominicans, it 
was natural that we would consider 
Dominican congregations because of 
our shared charism.  However, as we 
continued the process we realized that 
long-term relationships and proximity 
of congregations were as important 
as a shared charism.  Our relationship 
with the Sisters of Providence dates to 
1888, when our three foundresses came 
from Caldwell, New Jersey, and landed 
in Portland, Oregon. Because there 
was no one to meet them in Portland, 
it was suggested that they travel to 
Vancouver, Washington, to meet the 
Sisters of Providence. The Providence 
sisters welcomed the Dominican 
sisters warmly and encouraged them 
to stay with the Providence sisters 
in Walla Walla, Washington, before 
continuing to Pomeroy, Washington, 
our first foundation.  Thus began 
our long and lasting relationship.
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