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“Mother Joseph Build”
provides two affordable homes for families
Providence organizations contribute dollars and volunteer labor

O

▲

n Saturday, June 22, Habitat for Humanity celebrated the success of
its “Blitz Build” in Spokane, in which five homes for families in need were
completed in a 10-day period. The cost of two of those houses was sponsored
by Providence organizations — Providence Services, Providence Services
Eastern Washington, the Sisters of Providence, and the Providence Associates.
They also volunteered nearly 5,000 hours of construction time. ➺ ➺ see back cover
“Mother Joseph”
(Sister Rosalie
Locati) lends a
hand to Providence
volunteers putting
siding on one of
two Habitat for
Humanity houses
in Spokane.

▼ Sister Margaret
Botch (left) works
wearing a hardhat
during her shift as
a volunteer.
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Will be first U.S. citizen to serve
as General Superior
INSIDE:

Seven Sisters of Providence Celebrate Jubilee

●

A Seed Bears Fruit

●

El Salvador Update

Kathryn Rutan, SP,
prepares to lead Sisters of
Providence International
“We commemorate
and sum up in an
offering of love what
one we love has
been, IS and will be
as she moves out
…like a rainbow ...
coming around
the bend.” – from a

General Superior Kathryn Rutan

special liturgy dedicated
to Kitsy Rutan in 1973
by Virginia Cosner, Inez
Arkell, Carol Ann Richlie
and JoEllen Shannon.

N

ext month, Sister Kathryn “Kitsy”
Rutan will become the first U.S. citizen to
lead the 1,000-plus members of the Sisters
of Providence from six provinces and two
sectors throughout the world. She was
called to the post in July by the delegates
at the General Chapter held in Edmonton,
Alberta.
She will serve alongside another sister
from Mother Joseph Province, Judith
Desmarais, SP, who was elected to a second
five-year term on the General Council.
Sister Judith, a native of Yakima who grew
up in Moxee, Wash., entered the religious
community 40 years ago.
Other members elected to the new
General Council are Sisters Claudette
Chenier, councilor/secretary; Rollande
Malo, councilor/treasurer; Maria Inelia
Munoz and Yolande Gagnon. Together, the
General Council members will operate in a
circular, collaborative model of leadership
endorsed by the General Chapter of 2002,
Sister Kathryn says.
The announcement of Sister Kathryn’s
selection as General Superior sparked
excitement and approval from sisters,
Providence Associates and friends of Mother
Joseph Province, where she has been
serving as a member of the provincial
Leadership Team. But at the same time,
there is an unmistakable air of sadness at
the thought of seeing her leave for the
Motherhouse in Montreal, Quebec, where
she will spend her five-year term.

There is no question that Sister
Kathryn is well-prepared for the task ahead
– from her developing Spanish language
skills and international experience to her
deep compassion, analytical mind, refreshing candor and keen organizational skills.
She is, those who know her say, uniquely
positioned to guide the international
religious community into the future.

A

W

ho Sister Kathryn Rutan is really
stems from her upbringing in Great Falls,
Mont., the second of six children of the
late Joseph and Helen Rutan. Born in
1936, she grew up in a working class
neighborhood of Italians, Croatians,
Slovakians, Germans and Irish, within
walking distance of the Anaconda Smelter.
She attended St. Mary’s
School through the
fifth grade.
“From an early age,
I understood God to be
the one who loves us
and helps us and who
wants us to love and help
others,” she wrote in an
autobiographical essay.
“My parents frequently
had someone down on
their luck or in some
kind of need staying
in the empty room in
our basement.”

bout Kitsy...
■ “I taught Kitsy in the 6th grade,
at St. Gerard’s School. I really don’t
think I taught her so much, as she
was a very good student. She
helped others who were not so
gifted, and she came early every
morning to help me before school.
“Through the years, I have seen
her develop and grow, and use her
gifted self in many ways. She
always has a smile for everyone,

▲ Members of the incoming General Council
are (standing from left) Sisters Rollande Malo,
treasurer; Kathryn Rutan, general superior;
Judith Desmarais; and (seated from left) Maria
Inelia Munoz, Yolande Gagnon, and Claudette
Chenier, secretary.
▲
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When Great Falls Central High School
opened in 1950, Kathryn Rutan was in the
first freshman class. St. Mary’s, the
Ursuline Academy and St. Thomas girls’
high schools combined to make one
Catholic high school. She graduated in
1954 and entered the Sisters of Charity of
Providence in Seattle that same year.
“I know that the life of a Sister is a life
of sacrifice, that it holds crosses and
hardships as well as consolations, but with
the help of God and for the love of God I
want to give myself to do His will,” she
wrote in a letter to Mother Brendon,
Provincial Superior, requesting entrance.
“I want to work for Him. I want to love Him
as a Sister.”
Sister Kathryn entered the novitiate
and made first profession at Mount St.
Vincent, in Seattle, taking Sister Jean
Patrice as her name in religion. Her first
ministry was as a fourth-grade teacher at
St. Francis Xavier School in Missoula. She
earned her bachelor’s degree in education
from the College of Great Falls in 1961,
then held teaching assignments at Our Lady
of Lourdes Academy in Wallace, Idaho,
St. Thomas Home and as a teacher and
principal at Sts. Peter and Paul School in
Great Falls.

Sister Kathryn Rutan in her habit, circa 1960.

In 1966 she headed east to Georgetown
University in Washington, D.C., earning her
master’s degree in political science in 1969.
In later years she did post-graduate work at
Seattle University and at Louisiana State
University.
In 1967, she served as a summer intern
in the offices of 1st District Congressman
Arnold Olsen, and in 1970 she was named
both Outstanding Young Woman and
Outstanding Educator of the Year for the
state of Montana.
Sister Kathryn was a political science
and history instructor at the College of Great
Falls from 1969 to 1971, then became
director of the community development
section of Opportunities Inc., in Great Falls.
After a five-year term as provincial councilor
for religious and personal development, she
returned to Opportunities Inc. as a community development specialist.

H

er experiences in ministry have been
broad and multi-faceted. She served as
provincial superior of the former St. Ignatius
Province from 1986 to 1992. She also has
worked as legislative policy coordinator for
Providence Services, served as interim
director at Providence Renewal Centre in

Edmonton, and even spent a year as a
dishwasher at Eddie’s Fine Foods in Boise.
She is a doer, whose affiliations over the
years have included NETWORK, a training
organization for citizen lobbyists which she
helped to found; the Spokane Peace and
Justice Center, the National Assembly of
Women Religious, Common Cause, New
Directions, Pax Christi, and the Fellowship
of Reconciliation.
Ask Sister Kathryn about her ministries,
and the passion and fire are most evident
when she discusses her opportunities to
work at a grassroots level in communities,
whether at the local/regional or national/
international levels. “All my life I have been,
one way or another, a teacher,” she says.
That extends to her work as assistant
director of the Montana Encampment for
Citizenship, 1969-71.
Her life’s passion has been working with
the poor and the powerless to find solutions
to problems.
In January of 1995, she traveled with
four other sisters to La Papalota, El Salvador,
to establish a mission. She remained there
until 1998, but even after her return to the
United States, she has continued to be
active in improving the lives of the Salvadoran people she has come to hold dear.

S

he is similarly drawn to the plight of
the people of Haiti, where she participated
in 1993 in Cry for Justice, the nonviolent
presence of an international group of people
during the return of ousted president Jean
Bertrand Aristede and the transition of Haiti
back to democracy. One of 28 observers, she
spent two months in that country, watching
repression in action.
Those who know Sister Kathryn have no
doubt that the next five years in the leadership of the international congregation can
only benefit from the personal qualities
and the experiences that she brings to her
new position.
“The General Chapter of 2002 has set the
course for the Sisters of Providence for the
next five years,” Sister Kathryn says. “We
will deepen our commitment to each other
as an international and multicultural
congregation and will work together for peace
and justice in the global community and in
the societies in which we live and minister.
“With the members of the General
Council, I look forward to centering our
thoughts and actions as an international
congregation around these orientations,”
she says. ●
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is kind and helpful to anyone who
needs assistance. I am very proud
to have had her as a pupil, as she
also taught me throughout my
religious life.” Dorothy Zimny, SP

■ “As long as I have known Sister
Kathryn (Kitsy), she has shown a
passion for justice, based on her
knowing real people and also
knowing how government and
public policy work. She can go
to the heart of a situation and
respond to it in a way that is both
deeply interior and astutely
practical. She will approach the
leadership of an international
congregation with the spirit that
made her successful at teaching
first graders with one week’s
advance notice.” Mary Kaye
Nealen, SP

■ “My memories go back to July
17, 1954, and the day Sister
Kathryn Rutan entered the
novitiate. By then I was an ‘old
time’ postulant, and had a pretty
fair understanding of the ‘expected
rules and traditions of proper
decorum’ – at least I thought I
did, and then that whistling,
red-haired girl called Kitsy from

us beyond what is and enabling
Missoula, Montana, appeared on
■ “The Sisters of Providence
have chosen a woman of great
us to envision a new way of being
the scene, and life in the novitiate
faith, compassion, humility and
and living team ministry with
took on a new pace! “Over the
wisdom. Although she will be
homeless women and children.
intervening years I have been
sorely missed here in Mother
Thank you for your faithfulness to
aware of and impressed by her
Joseph Province, her gifts of
listening and responding to the
ability to look outside the box to
leadership and vision will now be
call of leadership.” Beatrice
find ways to reach out to those in
shared with the entire internaLaFramboise, SP
need as we Sisters of Providence
tional religious community.
are called to do. The Church and
I imagine that Mother Emilie
we are most fortunate that she
■ “I was privileged to be present
Gamelin’s spirit will be a source
when the first U.S.-born sister was
will step into the role of congregaof strength for Sister Kitsy as she
called to the leadership for the
tional leadership this fall.”
assumes her new role as General
international community. There
Lucille Dean, SP
Superior.” Bill Bouten, PA
is no doubt in my mind that she
■ “Kitsy is one of the most
will be instrumental in moving the
congregation forward, to choose
integrated persons I know.
■ “Sister Kathryn is just the
person to lead the Sisters of
life today and to the future. She
In the midst of all the newness
Providence for the next five years
is very creative, a visionary, and
of El Salvador, she related with
as she has a wonderful grasp
she believes in each one of us,
each of us in community, and
of where we have been as a
our gifts and our capabilities.
with the campesinos of our
congregation, and a vision of
She is a gatherer, a woman of
area, with attentiveness and
where God might be calling us
faith, and one who knows ‘how to
encouragement.” Fran Stacey, SP
in the 21st century. In a spirit
come home.’” Blanca Sagles, SP
of trust in Providence, I can
■ “Kitsy Rutan is a woman of
imagine her bringing her gifts
prayer, simplicity, social justice
■ “During the General Chapter,
and (the) talents of the sisters
and compassion. Having her be
Kitsy spoke from her heart about
from very diverse backgrounds
our liasion person these past three
who we are as Sisters of Providence
and cultures to do God’s work
years has been a real gift. With
and about our future. When she
among the poor, where we
her listening ear, compassionate
did this she articulated the deep
are most needed.”
heart and insights, she has
values of the delegates in such a
Mary Kay Cummings, SP
enabled the team and Advisory
way that we knew she felt the
Board of Providence Hospitality
pulse of the group. She helped us
House to dream, create and
‘come home to ourselves’ and we
experience new life in this viable
trust her to help us live our values
ministry. We thank her for moving
together.” Margaret Botch, SP

Discernment process
leads to selection

T

he discernment process for the
calling forth of the 17th General
Superior was a time of intense prayer
and listening to the movement of the
Spirit among us. Each of the three
candidates shared deeply with the
delegates from their lived experience
as Sisters of Providence and their
insights into the direction for the
future of our community.
As the discernment moved ahead,
there was a sense of Kitsy being called
to General Superior leadership for the
next five years. We experienced what
in discernment is called a “tapping, ”
in which each delegate wrote down
the name of the person that she
believed God was calling to be General
Superior along with the reason.
Finally, the canonical ballot was cast
to confirm the discernment and Kitsy

was asked by Gloria Keylor, SP, if she
would be ready to serve the community as General Superior. After Kitsy
answered, "Yes, I am willing to
serve," the delegates stood and each
one greeted Kitsy as well as the other
two candidates, Sisters Claire Houde
and Annette Noel. It was truly a
moment of joy and peace for our
entire community.
Mother Joseph Province feels
great joy in Kitsy's being called to
leadership as General Superior, but we
also know that a woman who has
been instrumental in weaving Mother
Joseph Province together will be
truly missed among us. She is the
person for the times and God has
blessed our Community in her gifts.
– Barbara Schamber, SP, Team
Leader/Provincial ●
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At the General Chapter
The presence of the Sisters in Formation during parts of the
General Chapter brought new life and energy to the proceedings.
They enthralled the delegates with a slide show on who they are and
where they come from, a spirited multicultural evening, and their
sharing of dreams and hopes for the future of the congregation.

Sprague
Anniversary

T

he community of Sprague,
Wash., turned out Sunday,
July 14, to celebrate the
100th anniversary of
Mary Queen of Heaven
Church. Among the
honored guests were the
Sisters of Providence,
who founded St. Joseph
“We are proud to
Academy in the small
be a part of your
town on the Palouse in
1886. The historic events
history, and to
were commemorated with
have the parish
a Mass celebrated by The
of Sprague as a
Most Rev. William S.
Skylstad, bishop of
part of ours.”
Spokane, followed by a
reception and lunch.
St. Joseph Academy, which began with
12 students, was the first parochial school in
Lincoln County. It grew with the town, with
new buildings added in 1887, 1905 and 1955.
A shortage of sisters led to the closure of the
school in 1965.
Sister Donna Burkhart, secretary for Mother
Joseph Province, represented the Sisters of
Providence at the anniversary celebration. In
her remarks, she noted that the Daughters of
Charity of Providence initially declined the
request to teach at the new Catholic school
because of a lack of personnel. However, when
another religious community that initially
had agreed to come had to decline after the
convent had been built, the Providence
sisters were invited again. Through God’s
Providence, and with the help and intervention
of Mother Joseph of the Sacred Heart, this
time the Mother General’s response was,
“Mission accepted.”
There were significant challenges to the
resulting partnership and collaboration over
the years, including epidemics of scarlet fever,
mumps and diphtheria when the school was in
its infancy. Still, the school’s enrollment grew
and the community supported the effort with
donations, contributions of food and supplies
in lean times, and with prayers. “And let’s not
forget the bazaars that became a Sprague
tradition, not only as big social events but as
one of the sisters’ chief sources of income,”
Sister Donna added.
Even the fire of 1895 that destroyed most
of Sprague did not harm the church and the
school. Years later, in 1924, financial
problems led to a decision to close the school,
but the community would not accept that.
Because of strong community financial
support, not only did St. Joseph Academy
remain open, but the facilities were improved.
“For all those things and more – including
the vocations of approximately 40 women
religious from Sprague – we say thank you,”
Sister Donna told the anniversary celebrants.
“We are proud to be a part of your history,
and to have the parish of Sprague as a part
of ours.” ●

Nome
T

Celebration

he Sisters of Providence,
first invited to Nome, Alaska,
by its city council in 1902 to
bring health care to the
booming mining community,
were invited back again in
June. This time, the invitation was to participate in the
city’s celebration of the
centennial of the sisters’

service, held during the
Midnight Sun festivities,
June 20-23.
Four Sisters of Providence
came to Nome with the Gold
Rush population explosion in
1902, a year after Nome
became a city. The sisters
founded Holy Cross Hospital,
which provided health care for
the miners as well as for many

others. In 1904 the sisters
opened St. Joseph School,
offering religious and general
instruction. At Nome’s heyday,
from 1907 to 1908, the
Sisters of Providence cared for
407 patients, educated 40
students, and served 2,575
free meals.
One of the gifts from
Nome to the sisters that was
recalled during the centennial
celebration was Sister Ursula
Maureen, a Nome native who
became a Sister of Providence.
Born in 1893, Sister Ursula

Maureen entered the novitiate
in 1928 and died in 1981.
Both the hospital and the
school were closed in 1918,
after the decline of the mining
industry resulted in a population shift to other Alaskan
cities. The Sisters of Providence
moved on to Fairbanks and
then to Anchorage, offering
health care and social services.
The sisters operated St. Joseph
Hospital in Fairbanks from
1910 to 1968. In Anchorage,
they have operated Providence
Hospital since 1939. ●

The power of one
A seed planted by Sister Simonne bears fruit in North Carolina

T

he search began with only a first name. For weeks, North Carolina health
care officials had been trying to find the Sister of Providence who, eighteen
years earlier, had established a health clinic for migrant farm workers and their
families in a pup tent under a tree in Nash County.
The fact that the sister’s name – “Simonne” – was a distinctive one helped
the North Carolinians find their target. When registered nurse Patricia Earp
contacted Providence Health System via e-mail, she struck gold when she was
referred to the Seattle office of Loretta Greene, the archivist for
the Sisters of Providence, Mother Joseph Province. The archivist
connected the first name with a retired sister living in Spokane.
Simonne Begin, SP
Since Sister Simonne Begin does not have e-mail access, the news
from North Carolina had to reach her by snail mail.
The letter Sister Simonne received was an invitation to participate this fall in the
dedication of a new building for what is now known as the Harvest Family Health Center.
“After all, it was your vision and your mission that first brought critically needed
healthcare services to the farmworkers in our community,” read the letter from Dee
Johnson, executive director.
The new 5,500-square-foot facility will be built on 5 acres in a development whose
funding partners include two local foundations, the federal government and the state of
North Carolina.
Sister Simonne has clear memories and a few Polaroid pictures to remind her of the
old, makeshift health clinic. “It had no water and no chairs. It was as primitive as you
Future site of the new
Harvest Health Center
make it,” she recalls. A doctor and two nurses did every type of medical procedure that did not require
in North Carolina.
the use of electricity, including lab work. Services, offered three times a week, were provided free
of charge.
“The seed that you planted in North Carolina has grown into a year-around, full time, comprehensive community health center that continues to provide primary healthcare and associated services to
migrant and seasonal farmworker families,” the Harvest Health Center’s executive director wrote. The
center’s staff consists of a medical director who is a Yale graduate, three registered nurses, two physician
assistants and one family nurse practitioner. In addition to a full-time dental program, the center has
an outreach coordinator who offers health screening and education. It is supported with a combination
of local, state and federal funds.
Sister Simonne is delighted to be afforded the opportunity to see what has grown from the tiny seed
she planted in North Carolina 18 years ago. Her little clinic in a tent is a good example “of what one
person can do without the backing of any financial institution,” she declares. ●
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Seven Sisters of Providence

Celebrate Jubilee
Claire Bouffard

Virginia Cosner

Cecile Roux

Dorothy Klingele

Naomi Hurd

Rose Estelle Harvey

Mary Leona Miller

Congratulations
to all the
Jubilarians!
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“I have chosen you”
was the Jubilee theme chosen
by the seven Sisters of Providence
from Mother Joseph Province
who marked 70-, 60- and 50-year
anniversaries of religious life
on Saturday, August 10, at
Sacred Heart Parish in Spokane.
The Most Reverend William S.
Skylstad, Bishop of Spokane,
presided at the liturgy, which
was followed by a luncheon.

c

Celebrating 70 years since
taking first vows are Sisters
Virginia Cosner, Spokane; and
Rose Estelle Harvey, Spokane.
Celebrating 60 years are
Sisters Naomi Hurd, Seattle; and
Mary Leona Miller, Vancouver.
Celebrating 50 years are
Sisters Claire Bouffard, Spokane;
Dorothy Klingele, Everett; and
Cecile Roux, Seattle.

Sister Virginia Cosner,
a Missoula native, was a primary grade
teacher, superior and school principal in
Wallace, Idaho, and for many years in
Missoula and Great Falls, Mont. Trained
in Montessori teaching methods in
Washington, D.C., she later directed a
Montessori school at St. Thomas Home in
Great Falls. She retired at the end of
1995 to Mount St. Joseph, Spokane,
where she offered volunteer assistance
to the activities director. c

Sister Rose Estelle Harvey,
born in Washburn, Wisc., taught drama,
business, choreography and music at
schools in Walla Walla and Great Falls,
in addition to the College of Great Falls.
She later became an administrator, then
served as provincial secretary before
becoming administrative secretary at
St. Joseph Care Center in Spokane.
Sister Rose Estelle loved girls’ sports
and taught cheerleaders in Sprague,
Great Falls, Wallace and Walla Walla.
She retired to Mount St. Joseph in 1990,
but for many years assisted in the
Providence Archives. c

Sister Naomi Hurd, born in
Cle Elum, Wash., entered the religious
community in 1941 and began her years
in education ministry as a primary school
teacher in Tacoma, then moved to Seattle
and Yakima. For the next 14 years she
taught at Sisters of Providence schools in
Burbank, Vancouver, Walla Walla and
Olympia. Sister Naomi later was principal
and eighth grade teacher at Sacred Heart
School in Tacoma, then went to the
theology department of John F. Kennedy
High School in Seattle. After earning a
master’s degree in library science from
Portland University, she went to Providence High School in Burbank as the
librarian. From there, she went to Saint
Joseph Medical Center, where she helped
plan and build its new medical library.
She remained there as director for 22
years. She retired to St. Joseph Residence, Seattle, in 1998 and later moved
to Caritas Court, where she is assistant
manager of the residence for sisters. c

Sister Claire Bouffard, born in
Winooski, Vt., served in ministry in small
rural missions in the former St. Ignatius
Province, which included eastern Washington, Idaho and Montana. She served
many years in finance, including as
treasurer of schools and hospitals in
Wallace, Fort Benton, St. Ignatius,
Missoula and Walla Walla. She was
director of finance for St. Joseph Care
Center in Spokane and later archives
assistant in the provincial administration
office. She retired in 2000 to Mount
St. Joseph, Spokane. c
Sister Dorothy Klingele, born
in Yakima, has had a long career in
medical technology. Sister Dorothy holds
a bachelor’s degree in medical technology
from Seattle University, and a master’s in
biochemistry and a Ph.D. in developmental biology, both from the University of
Notre Dame. She interned at the former
Providence Hospital in Seattle and
worked as the only medical technologist
in a small Yakima clinic with two doctors
from 1949 to 1951. She served as a postdoctoral resident in human genetics at
Sacred Heart Hospital in 1969, then went
to Philadelphia for post-doctoral research
at the Children’s Hospital and the
University of Pennsylvania. Another
post-doctoral fellowship took her to the
University of Oregon Health Sciences
Center in Portland, where she worked
with families with Downs Syndrome
children. She also taught with the Holy
Names sisters at Fort Wright College in
Spokane until it closed in 1981. Today,
Sister Dorothy is sister representative
at Providence Everett Medical Center,
where she makes sure that the sisters’
mission and values are part of the
decision making. c

Sister Cecile Roux, born in
Westford, Mass., to French-Canadian
parents, began her ministry as a teacher
of third graders at Maryville Academy, in
Des Plaines, Ill. Multiple sclerosis led to
deteriorating health, but after months
recuperating in Montreal, she was sent to
Washington to teach at Sacred Heart
School in Tacoma, followed by assignments at St. Catherine School in Seattle.
Later, she began teaching children
reading in small groups, which she did for
years at St. Finbar School in Burbank,
and later as a volunteer back at St.

Catherine School. Other ministry
assignments included serving as house
bookkeeper at the Sisters of Providence
residence in Burbank, as a member of the
board of directors of the Rowe Memorial
Day Care Center in Los Angeles, as a
multiple sclerosis counseling intern at
the University of Oregon Health Science
Center in Portland, and as a part-time
receptionist at the Lifetime Learning
Center in Seattle. She also was a patient
visitor at Esther Pariseau Pavilion in
Burbank before retiring at St. Joseph
Residence in Seattle in 1986. c

and friends

Sisters

Sister Mary Leona Miller,
a native of Glen Wood, Minn., who grew
up in Longview, has received regional and
national recognition for excellence in
education. She first taught 32 secondgraders at Sacred Heart School in Tacoma
in 1943 in a classroom that doubled as
the school stage. She then spent five
years teaching first and second grade in
Moxee, then in Yakima and in Burbank,
followed by 12 years teaching at St.
Joseph School and 23 years at Our Lady
of Lourdes, both in Vancouver. When she
retired in 1990, she was the last Sister
of Providence teaching in Vancouver,
where the Sisters of Providence first
arrived in 1856. c

“Is God calling you
to be part of a
community of love?”
That is one of the
questions young
women explored
with the sisters this
summer in weekend
retreats in Spokane
and Seattle.

Eight young women from Seattle, Yakima,
Poulsbo and Spokane attended a Seattle retreat
August 2-4, shown here. They visited with the
sisters at St. Joseph Residence, discussed
spirituality, and participated in projects.

B r ie fs

Catholic Foundation of
the Spokane Diocese
honors Myrta Iturriaga, SP

Lang Tran, SP,
becomes a U.S. citizen

SIturriaga,
ister Myrta
who directs

Sister Lang Tran receives
her certificate of citizenship

prison ministry for the
Diocese of Spokane,
was a nominee for the
Catholic Community
Service Award
presented by the
Myrta
diocese’s Catholic
Iturriaga, SP
Foundation in June.
Sister Myrta, who actively works
with both priests and lay people
to bring the word of God to
prisoners, has been on the board
of Kateri Northwest Ministry
Institute and started the diocese’s
Multicultural Committee. She
was nominated by Father Tom
Colgan, SJ. ●

from U.S. Magistrate Judge
Cynthia Imbrogno. ●

Network Lobby Day

“M

aking a Noise about the Need,” a Network
Lobby Day on welfare reform reauthorization,
drew Sisters Peggy Alcorn (second from left) and
Margaret Botch (right) to Washington, D.C., in
May. They are pictured here visiting with U.S.
Sen. Maria Cantwell, D-5th (center), along with
Rita and George Waldref from Spokane. The two
sisters from Spokane also participated in the
“One Spokane” summit on poverty in June. ●

Sister Fidela

RETURNS TO THE WEST
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S

ome 40 years ago, Sister Fidela
required in her work. She
Adriano first set foot in the Pacific
trained in pastoral ministry in
Northwest. A native of a village about 70
Albuquerque, returned to Walla
miles from Manila in the Philippines, she
Walla and then was transferred
was a new entrant into the Sisters of
to Sacred Heart Medical Center
Providence with a student visa who had
in Spokane. In 1989 she
been sent to her first post in the United
returned to the Philippines.
States to become adjusted to the climate.
“In 1989 there were only
She wound up in Idaho, where it was “as
five of us,” she says with a
cold as it can be,” she recalls.
chuckle. “All of us were
Today, Sister Fidela is back in the
members of the council and I
Northwest, this time as a retiree and a
was the secretary.” All of the sisters
transfer from the Philippine Sector to
lived in the same house together for one
Mother Joseph Province. The former
year, with the American sisters taking
sector superior, novice director and
lessons in Tagalog, a language Sister
council member is residing at
Fidela already spoke.
Emilie Court in Spokane.
After three years she
Trained as a registered
became sector superior
nurse in the Philippines,
for a three-year term,
Sister Fidela took a refresher
followed by a stint as
course at the University of
novice director, from 1997
Washington extension in
to 2000. I had contact
Spokane so that she could
with all that entered up
practice in Washington and
until the last one that
Fidela Adriano, SP
Montana. Her first ministry
Sister Josie Ramac has
was at St. Joseph Nursing Home, then she
now, who will enter this year. I still got
went to St. Patrick’s in Missoula. The
to know her because she lived with us for
cold there and a bout of arthritis led to a
over a month,” Sister Fidela explains.
transfer to Walla Walla, followed by a
Of the many jobs in the Philippine
switch to pastoral ministry in 1978
sector, she says she liked working with
because of pain resulting from the lifting
the novices the best. “It’s like you’re

Three novices from the Philippine sector show
their love of Sister Fidela Adriano (left).
Pictured with her are (from left) Sisters
Christina Ilmeng, Mary Grace Valdez, and
Nimpha Matias.

going through the process also, to deepen
your relationship with God and to develop
your connection to the community.
The learning in working with the
novices is two-way, she suggests.
Because of her declining health, when
it was time for leadership discernment
again, Sister Fidela decided she needed
some time off.
Even in her retirement, she expects to
remain somewhat active. She is content to
create space for herself through reading,
taking walks and watching television, but
she is eager to find volunteer work that
will “match with the gifts I have.” ●

El Salvador Update
Hospice of Snohomish
County honors
Georgette Bayless, SP

N

o one should die or experience
the death of a loved one alone.
That simple but profound thought
propelled Sister Georgette Bayless
into action more than 20 years ago.
Then the chaplain at Providence
Hospital in Everett, she began
working to find a way to bring
physicians, nurses and volunteers
together to
provide hospice
services to that
community. The
fruit of her labors
is Hospice of
Snohomish
County, which
honored Sister
Georgette for
her efforts
Georgette Bayless, SP
in June.
The project
began with patients seen on an
informal, no-fee-for-service basis.
Physicians had to be recruited,
volunteers had to be trained and,
in the true spirit of the religious
community’s foundresses, donations had to be sought.
In 1980, Hospice of Snohomish
County expanded to become a fullfledged, tri-county hospice, using
seed money from the foundations
of Everett General and Providence
hospitals, as well as a $20,000
grant from United Way of
Snohomish County.
“The values espoused by Sister
Georgette and followed by the early
founders and participants in the
efforts of Hospice of Snohomish
County are lived out each day in
the services we provide,” says Mary
Brueggeman, executive director of
Providence Hospice and Home Care
of Snohomish County.
In honor of Sister Georgette,
who currently lives in Yakima, the
agency’s board of directors created
The Bayless Society, which “serves
as a stewardship tool for recognition, acknowledgement and
appreciation of the agency’s annual
and major gifts. Members of The
Bayless Society are annual donors
with cumulative giving levels of
$1,000 and more, lifetime donors
with one-time, cumulative and
irrevocable planned gifts of
$25,000 and more, and longevity
donors with a giving history of
more than 10 years and more than
$1,000 cumulatively. Approximately 100 donors were members
of The Bayless Society in 2001. ●

Computer brings new opportunity
for the poor
T

he dream of Providence people for
campesino youth is coming true. The
Center for Professional Formation (CPF)
opened its doors July 1 to 40 computer
students from 12 communities in one of the
poorest areas of rural El Salvador. Providence friends donated funds to purchase 10
computers, plus tables, chairs and a printer,
and to provide a teacher/administrator for
one year. Sister Frances Stacey, representing the area’s Christian Base Communities,
has been working with this project since its
inception after the devastation of
Hurricane Mitch in
November 1999.
The idea was
born as the Christian
Base Communities
reflected on the
realities of unemployment and the
constant migration
of youth to the
north. The disintegration of families that results from
these realities is harmful to the basic fabric
of life for the poor. As the center develops
over time, it will provide courses in
domestic and industrial electricity, house
construction, soldering and other metal
work, carpentry, tailoring and
industrial sewing, professional
cooking, auto mechanics
and other trades.
Rotary International built the threeclassroom facility on
the main highway
on two acres of
land donated by
Nancuchiname, the
campesinos’ agricultural cooperative. It is
located within walking distance of Angela
Montano. Fe y Alegria (Faith and Joy), a
nonprofit education group founded by
Jesuit martyr Joaquin Lopez y Lopez,
agreed to administer the center. After
meeting with representatives of the
pastoral team where the Sisters of Providence serve, Rotary agreed that the project
was important and began fundraising to
build the center. Friends of Providence
provided the money to build the computer
classroom that will be in use year-round.
Sister Fran and Gregoria Rivera, a 25year-old teacher, represent the Christian
Base Communities on the administrative
board that is developing the center’s future
directions. Besides serving as representatives on the board, members of more than
10 of the 50 Christian Base Communities
are committed in a Committee of Solidarity

that 1) helps with the information flow in
this area that still has few telephones and
poor transportation, 2) surfaces policy and
planning ideas for the center, and 3) helps
look for apprenticeship opportunities for
program graduates. ●

Help comes to
Angela Montano

S

ocorro Padilla Garcia, a Mexican lay
woman experienced in pastoral work,
arrived in El Salvador in early July to
live with Sister Frances Stacey and
assist with the development of Christian
Base Communities. Socorro, whose
name means help or assistance in
Spanish, had lived and worked with the
Sisters of Providence in Yakima, Wash.
This positive experience sparked her interest
in continued work with the religious community. Hearing of the need in El Salvador, she
decided to leave her family and friends in
Mexico to volunteer in El Salvador for an
extended time.
Socorro is now a familiar
figure in Angela Montano
and the surrounding area.
She participates in Christian
Base Community meetings
and assists with youth
Socorro Garcia
groups, sacramental
preparation and the local
food bank project. The elderly and the ill in
the community are especially happy that she
brings communion to them, and doing it
brings her special joy. But most important,
Socorro is being a friend. She is like a
magnet; a gentle, prayerful, happy person
who delights in being with people of all ages.
She offers a class in cutting hair, which
she teaches on the front porch of the
Providence House in Angela Montano.
Passersby feel free to stop in, to watch and
chat. There is no sewing machine available,
but she teaches hand sewing and embroidery
on the porch. She is proving every day that
there are many ways to build community.
Socorro is learning, too. She attends the
basic computer class at the new Center for
Professional Formation.
Sister Fran is delighted to have the
opportunity for daily faith sharing with
Socorro, and the opportunity to share the
joys and challenges of this life-giving
ministry with the Salvadoran people. ●
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Rest in
Please

Remember
in Prayer

u

George Johnstone,
brother-in-law of Sister
Georgette Bayless, SP,
died April 24 in Visalia,
Calif.
Ruth Longacre,
mother of Annie Lind, PA,
died May 18 in Ephrata,
Penn.
Jack Wilson, brother
of Sister Mary Berenice
Wilson, SP, died May 20 in
Toronto, Calif.
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Anna Ray, sister of
Sister Blanche Dufault, SP,
died May 26 in Yakima.
Verna Herb, mother
of Sister JoAnne
Showalter, SP, died May
31 in Sublimity, Ore.
Lawrence Glassy,
brother of Marilyn
Wittenmyer, PA, died July
15 in Tacoma.
Bill Pearce, father-inlaw of Liz Pearce, PA, died
July 25 in Spokane.
Sister Anne Marie
Beaulieu, SP, sister of
Sister Ursula Emily
Beaulieu, SP, died July 27
at the Motherhouse in
Montreal.
Joe Mudd, brother of
Sister Rita Mudd, SP, and
father of Jack Mudd, who
died August 20 in Great
Falls, Mont.
Martin Dillman,
brother of Sister Rose
Marie Dillman, SP, who
died August 20 in Yakima.

u

Peace

Germaine
Denise
Drogue, SP
Sister Germaine
Denise Drogue, age 86, died May
10 at St. Joseph Residence,
Seattle. She had been a Sister
of Providence for 64 years.
She was born Lucienne
Drogue on October 3, 1915,
along with her twin brother, in
Ste-Brigide, Quebec, to Delphis
Drogue and Berthe Saint Jean.
The family had 10 children and
lived on a farm in the French
Canadian countryside.
A small, frail baby, Lucienne
was not expected to live, but a
Gray Nun on an annual begging
tour for the poor told her
mother, “If this girl lives, she
will be a sister missionary.”
Some of her school years
were spent at a convent
boarding school run by the
Sisters of Providence. As a little
girl she considered joining a
religious community, and when
she was 19 she decided to enter
the Sisters of Providence, like
her older sister, Sister Therese
Drogue, now at the Motherhouse
in Montreal.
Sister Germaine Denise
entered the religious community
in 1935 in Montreal and
professed first vows in 1937,
receiving Germaine Denise as
her name in religion. She was
assigned to the American West
and after the long train ride,
her first assignment was at
Providence Hospital in Seattle.
Before she could start a
nursing program, she needed to
perfect her English, which she
did within a year’s time. She
then was assigned to St.
Elizabeth Hospital in Yakima for
nursing studies, but illness

required her to postpone her
studies and move to Mount St.
Vincent, Seattle. She completed
her nurses’ training at St. Peter
Hospital, Olympia, as a licensed
practical nurse.
Sister Germaine Denise worked
at Providence Seattle Medical
Center (1938-39), Providence
Mount St. Vincent, Seattle (194041, 1948-50, 1952-53, 1966-69,
and 1973-90), Ozanam Nursing
Home, Tacoma (1941-43, 196366), Providence St. Vincent
Medical Center, Portland (194346), St. Joseph Hospital,
Fairbanks (1950-51, 1962-63),
Providence Yakima Medical Center
(1951-52), St. Luke Infirmary,
Centralia (1953-54), St. Mary
Hospital, Astoria (1954), St. Peter
Hospital, Olympia (1954-57), St.
John Hospital, Port Townsend
(1957-62, 1969-71), and
Providence Anchorage Medical
Center (1971-73).
In 1973, Sister Germaine
Denise began a ministry of
pastoral care at Mount St. Vincent.
In 1990, she retired from active
ministry and later suffered a
severe stroke that left her
paralyzed. She regained mobility
but lost her ability to speak and
understand English.
Vigil service was May 15 and
the Mass of Christian Burial was
celebrated May 17, both at St.
Joseph Residence. Burial was at
Calvary Cemetery. ●

Bernadine
Ginder, SP
Sister
Bernadine Ginder
died May 15 at Mount St. Joseph,
Spokane, at the age of 86. She
had been a Sister of Providence
for 67 years.
Bernadine Mary Ginder was
born August 1, 1915, in Osage,
Iowa, the second of seven
children of Albert Ginder and

Rose Hahn. A year later, the
family moved to a farm in
Columbus, Mont. When Mrs.
Ginder died in 1926, Bernadine’s
father managed to keep his seven
children together, including the
youngest who was only 13
days old.
When Bernadine graduated
from eighth grade, she and her
oldest and youngest sisters went
to St. Thomas Home, a boarding
school in Great Falls that was run
by the Sisters of Providence.
After completing the tenth grade,
she left school to enter the
religious community. She entered
the novitiate in January 1933.
Correspondence courses allowed
her to receive her high school
diploma from St. Thomas.
Sister Bernadine professed
first vows in July 1934 and
received Sister Rose of Providence
as her name in religion. She
professed final vows in July 1937.
She received her bachelor’s degree
in pharmacy from the University
of Montana in 1942 and certification as a pharmacist from the
State of Washington in 1942.
Sister Bernadine’s ministry
assignments, primarily in the
health care pharmacy field,
included: Providence Hospital,
Wallace, Idaho (1934-36); Sacred
Heart Hospital, Spokane (193839, 1942-44, 1951-66, and 198388); St. Patrick Hospital, Missoula
(1944-51) and Columbus Hospital,
Great Falls (1966-67). She served
as provincial secretary from 1975
to 1982 and later served as
community annalist from 1988 to
1993, when she retired at Mount
St. Joseph.
Survivors include two sisters,
Alice Eyrich of Chico, Calif., and
Marie Newell of Mololla, Ore.
Vigil service was held May 17
and the Mass of Christian Burial
was celebrated May 18, both at
Mount St. Joseph. Burial was at
Holy Cross Cemetery. ●

Rita Mudd,
SP
Sister Rita of
the Sacred Heart
(Vera Ellen Mudd),
age 87, died August 3 at Mount
St. Joseph in Spokane. She had
been a Sister of Providence for
69 years.
The second of seven
children, Vera Ellen Mudd was
born December 28, 1914, in
Marysville, Mont., child of John
Otis Mudd and Vera Guilbault.
She attended public elementary
school in Winnett and
graduated from Sacred Heart
Academy in Missoula.
She entered the novitiate
of the Sisters of Providence in
Seattle in 1933. She professed
first vows in 1934 and final
vows in 1937. She received a
bachelor’s degree in English
from the University of Great
Falls in 1941, a master’s degree
in sociology from Gonzaga
University in 1955, and a Ph.D.
in education from St. Louis
University in 1961. She did
post-graduate study at George
Washington University in
Washington, D.C.
Sister Rita spent most of
her life as a teacher and
administrator, including at St.
Francis Xavier School, Missoula
(1936-38); St. John Parish
School, Colfax (1938-40);
St. Joseph Academy, Sprague
(1940-49); Sacred Heart
Academy, Missoula (1949-52,
54-55); Our Lady of Lourdes
Academy, Wallace, Idaho
(1952-54); and University of
Great Falls (1955-57). She was
the third president of the
University of Great Falls
(1960-68).

In 1969 she went to
Washington, D.C., to work with
Msgr. Geno Baroni in the Office
for Urban Affairs. In 1971 she
became the assistant director of
the Center for Urban Ethnic
Affairs in Washington, D.C. In
1973 she became the executive
secretary for the National
Catechetical Directory sponsored
by the U.S. Catholic Conference,
a position she held until 1977.
In 1978 she became the
assistant director of development,
alumni director and theology
coordinator at Loyola-Sacred
Heart High School in Missoula.
She also served on the St. Patrick
Hospital Foundation Board,
Missoula.
She retired to Mount St.
Joseph, Spokane, in 2000.
Sister Rita is survived by
three sisters, Mary Moholt of
Bloomington, Minn., Rose Richlie
of Missoula, and Doris Haggarty
of Missoula.
Vigil Service was held August
6 and the Mass of Christian Burial
was celebrated August 7, both at
Mount St. Joseph, Spokane. Burial
was at Holy Cross Cemetery. ●

Eugenia
O’Brien, SP
Sister Eugenia
O’Brien died July
12 at St. Joseph
Residence in Seattle at the age
of 89. She had been a Sister of
Providence for 70 years.
The second of six children,
she was born to Paul O’Brien and
Rose Unser on February 9, 1913,
in St. Joe, Idaho. She entered
the novitiate of the Sisters of
Providence in Seattle in 1932.
She professed first vows in
1933, receiving Sister Rosaleen
for her name in religion. She
made final vows in 1936.

Sister Eugenia received her
bachelor’s degree in philosophy
in 1946 and her master’s degree
in music in 1949, both from
Seattle University.
She had a great love of
music and most of her ministries
were as a music teacher. Her
assignments included Providence
Academy, Vancouver, Wash.,
(1934-37); St. Michael School,
Olympia (1937-41, 1952-53);
St. Catherine School, Seattle
(1941-43, 1959-60); Holy Family
School, Seattle (1943-50);
Sacred Heart School, Tacoma
(1950-51); Holy Rosary School,
Moxee (1951-52); St. Finbar
School, Burbank, Calif. (1953-54,
1965-82); Holy Rosary School,
Sun Valley, Calif. (1954-57,
1961-63); St. Vincent Academy,
Walla Walla (1957-59); and
Immaculate Conception School,
Fairbanks, Alaska (1964-65).
Sister Eugenia retired to
St. Joseph Residence in Seattle
in 1993. She is survived by
a brother, Victor O’Brien of
Walla Walla.
Vigil service was held July 16
and the Mass of Christian Burial
was celebrated July 17, both at
St. Joseph Residence. Burial was
at Calvary Cemetery. ●

Eleanor
Tuma, SP
Sister Eleanor
Tuma, who had
been a Sister of
Providence for 78 years, died
June 6 at St. Joseph Residence,
Seattle, at the age of 98.
The fifth of six children, she
was born April 13, 1904, in
Dubuque, Iowa, to John George

Tuma and Sophie Loretta
Zemanek, both natives of
Bohemia.
Sister Eleanor entered the
novitiate of the Sisters of
Providence in Seattle in 1924.
She professed first vows in
1925 and received Sister
Berchmans of Jesus as her name
in religion. She professed final
vows in 1928.
She attended the School of
Nursing, Providence Hospital in
Oakland, Calif., becoming a
registered nurse in 1930. She
earned a bachelor’s degree from
the School of Nursing, Seattle
University, in 1944.
Sister Eleanor served in the
dietary at Providence Mount St.
Vincent, Seattle (1925 and
1936-37), at Providence Seattle
Medical Center (1926), at
Providence Oakland Medical
Center (1927-30), and at
Providence Everett Hospital
(1937-38). She served as a
nurse at Providence Seattle
Medical Center (1930-36, 193844), St. John Hospital, Port
Townsend (1944-47), Providence Anchorage Medical Center
(1948-52), Providence Yakima
Medical Center (1952), and St.
Peter Medical Center, Olympia
(1953-54). She worked in
Central Supply at St. Mary
Hospital, Walla Walla (1956-62)
and assisted at Providence
Heights, Issaquah (1964-72).
In 1973, Sister Eleanor
retired to St. Joseph Residence,
where she did volunteer work
with the poor.
She had no surviving
brothers or sisters.
Vigil Service was held
June 7 and the Mass of
Christian Burial was celebrated
June 8, both at St. Joseph
Residence. Burial was at
Calvary Cemetery, Seattle. ●
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“Mother Joseph Build”...

The Providence project was called the “Mother Joseph Build,” in honor of Mother

▲
▲

▲ These two homes were funded
and built by Providence
organizations and volunteers.

Jean Carman (right), who works
in Patient Information Management
at Sacred Heart Medical Center,
participates in the dedication of a
house for Aleksandr and Nelya Kutsar.
Jean also is a member of Habitat for
Humanity’s board of directors and
served as volunteer coordinator for
the “Mother Joseph Build.”
❪

Volunteers join in
the dedication of
a house built for
Ivan and Varvara
Kutsar, whose
relatives will live
in the homes on
both sides of it.

▲
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Joseph of the Sacred Heart, foundress of the Sisters of Providence in the West. It is
the legacy of this pioneer in caring for the sick and the poor that Providence health
care ministries emulate today.
“Mother Joseph,” portrayed by Sister Rosalie Locati in habit and tool belt, visited
the Habitat construction site, located near Felts Field at Union Avenue and Fancher
Road, to encourage the efforts of the Providence volunteers. ●

www.sistersofprovidence.net

Skip Davis,
president and CEO
of Providence
Services Eastern
Washington, thanks
the volunteers and
donors who made
the Habitat for
Humanity project
a success.

