Providence
Vincent House
Providing affordable
housing for downtown
Seattle’s elderly and disabled

(Top) Tenant Council
members include
(from left) Gladys
Robinson, secretary;
Kay Anne Sampson,
third and fourth
floor representative;
Tad Wimberly,
president; and Pam
Yirgashewa, fifth floor
representative.

is the focus of Providence Vincent
House. Since 1985 it has provided
a very welcome alternative to
homelessness for some of Seattle’s
most vulnerable residents.
Pictured separately are
Built in collaboration with the
(center) Bill MacDermid,
City of Seattle, Vincent House
6th floor representative and
offered the area’s first religious
(bottom) Rose St. Amand,
community sponsored housing
vice president.
complex for the low-income elderly.
With the involvement of the federal Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD), the availability of housing has expanded.
Today, Vincent House is a 60-unit low-income building located in
downtown Seattle by the Pike Place Market with studio apartments that
are home to single adults. It does not have an advisory board, but a
Tenant Council elected by the tenants determines the social activities,
decides any charity activities such as collecting food for the Food Bank,
and brings concerns raised by tenants to the attention of the council
and the staff.
Vincent House is one of 10 low-income housing developments
sponsored by Providence. It is unique in that it is the only one that
is solely funded by the Sisters of Providence religious community.
For information on how you can help with the work of Vincent
House, call its director, Geri Anne Johnson, at 206-682-9307. ●

The atmosphere is homelike, with staff members and
residents living as family members. Sister Beatrice
LaFramboise and other team members act as house managers, assisting mothers in learning basic skills like parenting,
budgeting, making decisions, organizing their personal
lives and cooking. They strive to create a space and place
for each person to feel loved, nurtured and appreciated.

The volunteers who make up the advisory board for
Providence Hospitality House meet monthly to help
the team continue its focus on the mission.
Families stay at Providence Hospitality House for a
month to six weeks while they obtain transitional
housing. Most of the mothers are newly homeless
women for the first time. Some work, go to school or
attend GED or English as a Second Language classes.
Watching their fear and anger disappear is one of the
small miracles at Providence Hospitality House.
Providence provides, and that is especially evident
at Hospitality House, where monetary and in-kind
donations seem to appear when they’re most needed.
That’s especially important to mothers and children
who sometimes find it hard to believe that anyone
cares about them and how they’re doing.
For more information about Providence Hospitality
House, call Sister Bea at 206-322-2107. ●
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PHS EMPLOYEES

E

model the mission for nine nonprofits

ach year for the last decade, Providence
Health System employees in the System
Office in Seattle have gathered on a day
dedicated to reflecting on the mission of the
Sisters of Providence and its continuing
relevance to the work they do. They also
have demonstrated their love of the mission
by giving of themselves.
The Emilie Gamelin Awards are truly an
employee recognition since nonprofit
recipients are nominated, interviewed and
selected by employees, says Jerry O’Connell,
chair of the Mission Committee. The
recipients are organizations “whose goal in
daily work reflects the compassion” of the
foundress of the Sisters of Providence.
On October 4, the System Office employees gave $13,000 — the proceeds of a year’s
worth of bazaars, bake sales, soup lunches,
donated honorariums, auctions and other
special events — to local organizations. The
designated recipients were thrilled with the
employees’ generosity, and were amazed by
the presentation of matching awards from
the office of the health system’s president.
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“It’s the organization supporting the
individuals,” said Hank Walker, president
and CEO.
The recipient of the Emilie Gamelin
Grand Award, a total of $6,000 including
the president’s match, was Safe Place for
Newborns, the baby of two nurses concerned about abandonment of newborns.
Each year, approximately 90 newborn
babies are abandoned in the United States,
and about a third of them die. Their
mothers generally are between the ages of
14 and 24, “from average homes, average
schools and average families,” says Virginia
Pfalzer, an RN who co-founded Safe Place
for Newborns. Their babies are abandoned
because of isolation and denial. Through
the efforts of Pfalzer and Joan Dedman,
also an RN, nine hospitals in
Snohomish, King and Pierce
counties in Washington have
agreed to allow a mother to bring
a newborn to the hospital
emergency room within 72 hours
of birth, “no questions asked and

EMILIE GAMELIN AWARDS
Providence Health System, Mission Day 2002
The office of the president matched these awards, given by System Office employees.

EMILIE GAMELIN GRAND AWARD ($3,000)
Safe Place for Newborns exists to save the lives of newborn babies in danger of abandonment by mothers who believe, for whatever reason, that they have no alternative. Safe Place
serves as the advocate, providing community education to raise awareness of this life-saving
program.

EMILIE GAMELIN SUPPORTING AWARDS
Seton House ($2,000) is a parish-sponsored house in the Bothell area that provides transitional housing to eight homeless pregnant women and their children, with a long-term goal of
healthy births, healthy babies, and healthy moms.
Faith in Action ($1,500) is a volunteer-driven program that helps the Eastside elderly,
disabled, or chronically ill remain independent and in their own homes by providing help with
simple chores such as yard work, shopping, rides to the doctor, or companionship.
The Aversano Foundation for Children ($1,500) is a family founded charitable foundation
that honors the life work of their daughter, sister, teacher and friend Tracy Aversano by supporting
children and families in need.
Central Youth and Family Services ($1,000) offers skill development for personal growth
and success to Seattle area youth through a comprehensive, culturally sensitive program including
community accountability, counseling, chemical dependency prevention, and treatment and work
with families.
Athletes for Kids ($1,000) is an Issaquah-area mentorship program that matches local high
school athletes with elementary school children with special needs or disabilities.
Providence ElderPlace-Seattle ($1,000) is an innovative program of customized medical and
social services that provides comprehensive life care for frail elderly in an effort to retain their
health and independence as long as possible.
Friend to Friend ($1,000) matches volunteers on a one-to-one basis with residents in local
nursing and assisted care facilities who have few, if any, visitors from the outside.

EMILIE GAMELIN SCHOOL CHILDREN AWARD ($1,000)
New Beginnings has a mission to provide shelter, advocacy and support for battered women
and their children and to provide community education to change attitudes and social institutions
which foster and perpetuate violence.

Virginia Pfalzer
accepts the
Emilie Gamelin
Grand Award.

no police or prosecutors,” Pfalzer says. The
hospitals make medical
care and counseling
available.
Safe Place for Newborns, which is
planning to take its efforts statewide,
provides community education, a 24-hour
live crisis line and web page. Since the
program’s inception a little more than a year
ago, three babies have been turned in and
several parents have received help, Pfalzer
told the health system employees.
No one had to get the PHS employees
hyped up about this daylong Mission Day
program; they eagerly participate in the
opportunity to become reenergized and
revitalized by the mission they embrace.
Still, they were visibly
moved by the inspirational speech by
Canadian mountain
climber Alan Hobson,
who has climbed
29,035-foot Mount
Everest but also a
“medical mountain,” a
diagnosis of leukemia.
Hobson achieved
his lifelong dream of
climbing Everest in
1997 on his third
attempt. He climbed
his “medical mountain”
through a stem cell
transplant, manageAlan Hobson likens
ment of his fear, and
the challenge of
focus – planning,
climbing Everest to
the challenges facing developing a strategy
and implementing it.
PHS employees.
“As a patient, I
realize that I am alive
because of you and
the work that you do,” he told the health
system employees.
The challenges that mountain climbers
and those in the medical profession face
are similar – size, change and risk, Hobson
told the employees. For PHS, the challenges include rising costs, declining
Medicare and Medicaid reimbursements, and
an aging population. The stakes are high
because lives are at stake, he explained.
“You are living a dream of positively
affecting the lives of millions,” Hobson told
the PHS employees. He described Mother
Joseph as a “mountain matriarch” who
founded 33 institutions in 45 years, armed
with “nothing but raw ambition, passion
and a dream.”
“We’re all climbing our own mountains,” Hobson said. “We must always keep
climbing. How? By believing that we can
and we will.” ●
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Sister Kathryn Rutan farewell
and blessing

Sister Myrta receives
citizenship

O
n October 15, Sister
Kathryn “Kitsy” Rutan

began a five-year term
in Montreal as General
Superior of Sisters of
Providence International.
Farewell and blessing
celebrations (left) were held
for her in both Seattle and
Spokane. Sisters at Mount
St. Joseph in Spokane
(below) wave their handkerchiefs in farewell. ●

Scomed
ister Myrta Iturriaga (left) is welas a new citizen of this country

by U.S. Magistrate Judge Cynthia
Imbrogno. It was a hard decision to
give up her citizenship in Chile, Sister
Myrta says, but she rejoiced at being
sworn in on August 20, the Feast of St.
Bernard, as it reminded her of Mother
Bernarda, the first Sister of Providence
to minister in Chile. ●
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Missoula memorial service
remembers Sister Rita Mudd

A
memorial service was
held for Sister Rita Mudd on

September 13 at St. Anthony
Church in Missoula. Sister
Rita, who died August 3 at
Mount St. Joseph in Spokane,
had been a longtime teacher
and administrator at Sacred
Heart Academy and Loyola-Sacred Heart
in Missoula.
Since school was not in session at
the time of her death, the memorial
service was scheduled for the following
month so that students could attend
and give tribute to their longtime
friend.
Speakers fondly recalled that Sister
Rita was present at most of the school’s
basketball and football games and that
the teams attributed their successes to
Sister Rita, who constantly recited the
rosary as they played.
The Mass was concelebrated by
Fathers George Dumais, Gerald Miller,

pastor of St. Anthony’s
Church; Edward Hislop,
liturgist for the Diocese
of Helena; and Robert
Beaulieu. Father Dumais,
SJ, who taught at LoyolaSacred Heart with Sister
Rita, gave the homily.
The eulogy was given by Sister Rita’s
nephew Patrick Haggarty, who is
principal and administrator of the
high school.
The church was filled to capacity,
with 200 high school students and many
relatives, co-workers and friends of
Sister Rita. The attendees also included
Sister Dorothy Zimny, a friend of Sister
Rita’s for more than 60 years, and Sister
Anna Marie Koval, both of Spokane.
The high school has established the
Sister Rita Mudd Scholarship Fund in
her memory. Contributions can be
sent to Loyola-Sacred Heart High
School in care of Patrick Haggarty. ●

Please

Remember
in Prayer
David Belcher, brother of
Sister Kaye Belcher, SP, died
September 3 in Salem, Ore.
Kathleen Aune, sister of Ann
Olson, PA, died September 24 in
Spokane.
Mary Buckley, retired employee of Providence Mount St.
Vincent, Seattle, died October 10
in Port Orchard, Wash.
Toni Reuland, sister of Jay
Ilch, PA, died October 22 in
Salem, Ore.
Dale Seed, husband of
Colleen Seed, PA, died October 22
in Beaverton, Ore.
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Building with a rich history

gets a new life

REDEDICATION/RENAMING held for Mother Gamelin Center
12 ●

O

n September 23, a ceremony was held in the Providence Center for
Faith & Healing Garden in Spokane to rededicate, rename and bless the
Mother Gamelin Center next door. Sister
Rosalie Locati welcomed sisters and other
guests at the brief ceremony in remarks that
explained the building’s history.
The facility, located at 20 West Ninth
Avenue, was built to accommodate the
burgeoning enrollment in the Sacred Heart
School of Nursing in the post World War II
years. The nursing school closed in 1973.
In 1975, St. Joseph Nursing Home moved
into the facility, which was renamed
St. Joseph Care Center. Later, the care
center moved to a site a block away, just
northeast of Sacred Heart.
As the Mother Gamelin Center, located on
the campus of Sacred Heart Medical Center,
the building will provide office and meeting
space. Rooms in the center are named after
the provinces of the Sisters of Providence
congregation in the western United States, Canada and Chile: Mother
Joseph, Holy Angels, Elisabeth, Emilie, Notre Dame and Bernarda Morin.
There also is a St. Ignatius Room, named after the former province
located in Spokane. ●
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Sister Barbara Schamber, team leader/
provincial of Mother Joseph Province,
(right) offers remarks at the renaming
of the Mother Gamelin Center. Also
pictured (from left) are Deacon Hugh
Polensky, Sister Rosalie Locati, and
Sister Dorothy Zimny.

