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Editor’s note:

This is the story
of a medical mission to Guatemala
and El Salvador to provide medical
primary care outreach and some
measure of acute care to a population that ordinarily would be
unlikely to receive such help. The
care is simply not available and/or
there is no money to pay for it.
As in so many stories about the
works of the Sisters of Providence
and the Providence Associates,
minor miracles happen when
individuals driven by faith and
compassion see a way to make a
difference in the lives of others.

INSIDE:

Sisters and Associates reach out around the world

DELEGATION BRINGS

health care and hope

TO GUATEMALA AND EL SALVADOR

T

by Roberta Rorke, SP

he last time I visited our Providence Associate, Chris Halter, in Guatemala,
I was struck by the need for health care in the Mayan villages. So, for the last
two years I hoped to find a doctor willing to give time there. This dream was
fulfilled in October when two emergency room specialists — Dr. Anthony Dunlop,
of British Columbia, and Dave Engebo, RN, of Longview, Wash., — set out with
me for a tour in El Salvador and Guatemala. ➺ ➺
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health care and hope...
We embarked on our three-week journey with

the aim of providing material and moral support to resident field
workers, including our sisters and associates. We also planned
to gather information about acute and chronic needs in the
communities served to assist our long-term planning for medical
outreach in the two countries.
We were met in San Salvador by Sister Maria Antoineta
Trimpay and Javier, a young man who works for the sisters. We
went to the
village of La
Papalota for
the night and
began seeing
patients in
San Marcos
Lempa early
the next
morning. This
is an area
where there
was intense
fighting
during the
civil war and
the outer
church wall
carries the
Mission team members (from left) Tony Dunlop, MD;
bullet holes
Chris Halter, PA; Roberta Rorke, SP; and Dave Engebo, RN.
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Our plan for the

as evidence. One of Dave’s first patients was a young woman
who has a bullet wound scar.
In many ways, this was the best possible beginning since it
introduced us to the experience of many of the people we
served. Whenever we learned the history of someone, it included
stories of struggle and tragedy. For example, one woman had
lost four sons. Others had lost parents or siblings. Yet, the
spirit of the people is incredible.
Another day, we took a boat up river to Linares. This is a
village Sisters Isabel Cid and Marilyn Charette used to visit,
spending the night in a family’s hammock and returning to La
Papalota the next day. That family’s house was destroyed in the
earthquakes, so its members have moved in with another family
in what is no longer a house but where some walls remain.
During the war, people of Linares fled to Honduras, where
they lived in such difficult conditions that they moved on to
Panama. When they returned after the war, they were given land
far from any cities and where the roads were dangerous because
of bandits.
The people frequently travel by boat and agriculture is the
only work. The river water, which some drink and others wash
clothes in, is brown in color. The people are extremely poor
and have many physical ailments, including dysentery, scabies
and malnutrition.
I think all of us were impressed by the three sisters
serving in ministry in El Salvador. Sisters Fran Stacey and Maria
Antoineta live alone in the “campo” (countryside). Sister
Monica Campillay lives in San Salvador at the formation house
with Sisters of Providence candidates Vilma Franco and

future is to continue to encourage physicians to visit El Salvador and
Guatemala to provide a greater continuity of care.

SISTERS AND LAY PEOPLE COLLABORATE TO MEET GLOBAL NEEDS

T

he global economy and the
spread of U.S. culture are issues
being addressed in many forums.
The ability to communicate and
influence persons worldwide is a
characteristic of our age. We both
learn from others and teach others
our values. The Sisters of Providence
have a history of adventurous
undertakings in distant areas calling
for our presence, e.g., the Northwest
in the 1850s, Alaska in the early
1900s, and the Philippines and
El Salvador in the 1980s and 1990s.
With the religious community’s
outreach to distant areas, there
always have been lay collaborators
as an integral part of a new mission.
In the 21st century, our reduced
number of vowed members makes it
even more important to work with
laity to serve global needs which call
out to us.
Editor’s note:
Judy Johnson, CSJP, a member of the board of
Providence Hospitality House, was misidentified in
the Winter 2002 issue of Caritas.

by Roberta Rorke, SP
One way to meet global needs is
to collaborate with other groups.
The following are a few examples
of this outreach:
•Providence Health System,
headquartered in Seattle, budgets
funds each year for aid to developing
countries. (See chart for a sample of this
year’s donations.) This year, with the
help of funds added by the religious
community, Providence Health System
now has a full-time director of outreach,
Mark Koenig. Mark’s assistant Peter Barry
manages a warehouse in Tumwater,
Wash., where donated medical supplies
are stored and then shipped to areas
where the equipment is needed. The
health system teams with Catholic Relief
Services, the Medical Mission Board and
others to ship containers of supplies to
countries including Guatemala, Lithuania,
the Philippines and Tanzania.

St. Vincent Hospital, in Portland, also
part of Providence Health System, has a
program to send medical residents to Nairobi,
Kenya. Nurses from St. Vincent’s have
participated with a medical group in
Moscow, Russia.
•In Spokane, where Providence
Services is headquartered, Sacred Heart
Medical Center has rented space to store
and distribute medical supplies to the poor,
under the direction of Sister Rosalie Locati.
Usually, the donations are to a foreign
country, but local charities also have
received supplies. Sacred Heart staff
members Chris Peterson, RN, from Heartsin-Motion, and Maureen O’Keefe, from Heal
the Children, are members of medical teams
which go to Guatemala each year.
•Volunteers from both health systems
have gone to El Salvador to help build
houses after the last earthquake. Many
others who could not go contributed
financially to the rebuilding effort.

An open sewer
runs by the
house of this
squatter family
in Cocales.

Margarita Hernandez. Dave and Tony were inspired by what these
women do. And despite working 12-hour days in high heat and
humidity, they fell in love with El Salvador.
Dave said his parish in Longview has a sister parish in
El Salvador but he didn’t know where. When I spoke with Sister
Eleanor Gilmore, CSJP, who lives in San Salvador, she said, “Why,
that’s Fran’s parish!” When Sister Fran found out that Dave was
from her sister parish, she gave him the grand tour of Sector
Rutilio Grande.
From El Salvador, we went to Guatemala. We had a lot
of medicine and the bus driver refused to take it, saying we
wouldn’t be able to get it through customs. Enter the Chileans –
Sisters Monica and Maria Antoineta! They drove home, got their
passports and drove to Guatemala with the medicine. They were
stopped at the border but were permitted to type a letter saying

Emaciated bodies
are signs of the
malnutrition that
endangers the lives
of children.

the medicine was their gift to Guatemala. Then they were permitted through. We were all impressed with their ingenuity and their
willingness to help.
Chris Halter met us in Guatemala City and brought us to
Panajachel, which is near his home in Santa Catarina. We had
clinic in Santa Catarina each day and then moved on to Cocales,
where we served the medical needs of the squatters along the
railroad tracks. Then on to the “finca” (coffee plantation) where
we planned to meet Dr. Carlos Gonzales, who had received a pro
bono heart surgery from Providence Hospital in Seattle. Unfortunately, Dr. Gonzales died five days before our arrival. His wife,
Senora Flor Gonzales, had us come anyway.
The team saw more than 100 patients a day during the week we
were there. My part was organization and some translation. While
the experience was fruitful, we had too short a time in each area.
And while we had medicines for many things, what the people need
most is long-term care. Some people we saw never had been to a
doctor. In Guatemala, even if a Mayan Indian gets to a hospital,
the racial prejudice there is so strong that some doctors will not
treat them.
Our plan for the future is to continue to encourage physicians
to visit El Salvador and Guatemala to provide a greater continuity
of care. Dave is active in public speaking about his experiences
and Tony would like to go back some day.
For myself, I have contacted an eye clinic in Guatemala as a
place to send patients with cataracts. Some people we encountered are blind but could see if they had cataract surgery. The
sister running the clinic said she would accept those we send
when another team comes from the United States. ●
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Catholic Partnership for
International Missions

•The religious community itself
has sent aid to St. Xenia’s Hospital in
St. Petersburg, Russia, and helped build a
church in Magadon, Russia. The community partnered with religious in Lithuania
and helped build a home for the aged and
a soup kitchen. The community also is
paying for a program in Lithuania to
update sisters theologically since their
years under communist Russia prevented
their knowledge of Vatican II and its
teachings.
Sisters from both Lithuania and
Uganda have been welcomed at Mount St.
Vincent in Seattle for training in geriatric
nursing. While our outreach in Africa is
limited, we have funded projects in
Kenya, Uganda and Cameroon.
•Providence Associates also play a
part in this global outreach. Some
groups of associates contribute financially
to the missions. Others take a more

hands-on role, like Chris and Laura Halter
who live and work in Guatemala. Chris
has established two health clinics and
organized the women in Antigua who
do weaving to earn a living, thereby
compelling the city to provide water and
garbage disposal for them. Chris also
has been involved in a re-forestation
project and has built and furnished a
small technical school.
In El Salvador, Anibal and Transito
Castro are very active in social justice
causes. For example, Transito works with
at-risk youth. She is known internationally for this ministry and has been
invited to Germany and other countries
to share her expertise.

T

hese endeavors show what all
of us as a team can do. Each one
plays their small part, but the result
is a major contribution to building
a better, possibly more just global
society. In theological terms, we
are God’s caring providence to a
world in need. ●

Summary of 2002 Mission Contributions
(medical supplies)
January
February

March
April
May

June

July
September

TOTAL

Cameroon
Vietnam
Tanzania
El Salvador
Cuba
Micronesia
Mexico
Vietnam
Mexico
Colombia
Democratic Republic
of the Congo
Russia
Afghanistan
Panama
West Indies
Liberia
Guatemala
Honduras
American Samoa
Nicaragua
Haiti
Mexico
Guatemala
Cameroon

$ 23,008
$ 1,861
$ 79,668
$ 1,710
$ 1,160
$ 109,951
$
926
$ 2,973
$ 1,242
$ 1,490
$ 89,890
$ 1,432
$
949
$
250
$ 1,799
$ 2,564
$ 102,637
$
750
$
484
$ 3,834
$ 2,475
$
250
$
338
$ 84,915
$516,556

SCHOOL OF THE AMERICAS PROTEST

Sister risks her freedom to

RAISE AWARENESS
Maureen Newman, SP, (second from right) joins in
protest with other members of Peace Community and
friends (from left) Sue Boyle; Karin Dufault, SP;
Chauncey Boyle, SP; Miriam Spencer, CSJP; Kathleen
Jess; Mary Grondin, SP; Jeri Johnson, PA; Corky Muzzy,
CSJP; Teresa White, SP; and Kay Van Stralen. The
photograph was taken by Charlene Hudon, SP.
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ister Maureen Newman decided to
lay her freedom on the line on November 17 at Fort Benning, Ga., in hopes
that the act of a 57-year-old Sister of
Providence from Seattle risking arrest
and a possible six-month jail sentence
would open some eyes.
After two nights in jail awaiting
arraignment and the spectre of
returning to Georgia for trial in
February, she still is convinced that
her decision was the right one.
She was compelled to risk her own
security to focus attention on the
attacks, rapes and murders of innocent

Editor’s note:
Maureen Newman, SP, was
sentenced on February 10 to serve
three months in a federal prison at a
location that was still to be determined at press time. In a note to
other Sisters of Providence after her
trial, she wrote: “I could not have
made it through this last two
months, and especially this week,
without your prayers. Because of
them, I have been at peace.”

people in Latin America by soldiers
trained in the School of the Americas.
“I believe every person in the
United States cares about human
rights,” Sister Maureen said in an
interview after her return to Seattle.
“If they knew how many human rights
violations were done with their tax
dollars, they would be appalled.”
Sister Maureen wants Americans to
understand that U.S. tax dollars fund
the training of military personnel who
commit violent terrorist acts in the
name of freedom. Though today the
Department of Defense’s school for
soldiers bears a new name, the
Western Hemisphere Institute for
Security Cooperation, its agenda and
practice are the same, she asserts.
Her decision to cross the line onto
the military base was not made
lightly, Sister Maureen explained. For
the past three years, she has been one
of thousands who traveled to Georgia
in the annual protest of the school to
remember the 1989 massacre of six
Jesuit priests and their housekeeper
and her daughter at the University of
Central America in San Salvador. This
year, even while preparing to participate she did not know for sure if she

would cross that line, so she did not
tell her family. Her sister and two
aunts back in Walla Walla, Wash.,
already were nervous about her
participation because of the way the
right of dissent is being challenged in
America today.
“Today in the U.S., it is very
difficult to have dissent,” Sister
Maureen explained. Another factor was
talking with religious sisters and
brothers from other countries about
their views of the United States and its
military stance. “People in the United
States don’t understand how some view
these actions.”
Sister Maureen said she had always
asked herself what if – what if she
crossed the line and risked arrest and
the possibility of a six-month prison
sentence for the misdemeanor offense
of trespassing. But in prior years, her
responsibility to return to the children,
as vice principal of St. Therese School
in Seattle, kept her from taking that
step. She felt an obligation to them
that she no longer has since she
is transitioning to a new education
ministry.
“Probably what pushed me over the
edge was an experience two weeks
ago,” Sister Maureen related. At a
forum at Seattle University that was
sponsored by Catholic Relief Services,
two Colombians were speaking on
human rights violations supported by
U.S. government funds. “The same
human rights violations in Nicaragua
and El Salvador are escalating in
Colombia, where one archbishop, eight
priests, one woman religious and
thousands of indigenous people and
African Colombians have been killed,”
she said. The speakers described rapes,
kidnappings and executions.
“The eyes of the women who were
raped, who had seen their husbands
and children killed, were in my mind,”
Sister Maureen said, her voice welling
with emotion. The images and descriptions stayed with her, and on the
Thursday before leaving for Georgia,

