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Footsteps of Mother Joseph

P

Farewell after 40
years in Portland

P

rovidence Portland
Medical Center hosted a
farewell party for Sister
Germaine Chabot in September
as she prepared to move
to Seattle and St. Joseph
Residence after nearly 40 years
living at the medical center.
Current and retired nurses
and administrators came to
wish her well and to present
her with gifts including a
special album of memories,
photos and tributes. In this
photo, comments by Dave
Underriner, chief executive of
the Portland Service Area for
Providence Health & Services,
delight Sister Germaine. ●
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Ministry award

D

olores Ellwart, SP,
receives the ministry
award from Bishop Michael
Driscoll for her years of
outstanding service on the
Coeur d’Alene Reservation.
Sister Dolores was born
in DeSmet, Idaho, where
she has served in ministry
since 1965, when she
was missioned to Mary
Immaculate School. She
taught all of the grades
and served as superior
and principal. When that
school closed, she moved
across the road to Sacred
Heart Indian Mission,
where she continues to
serve as parish minister.
Sister Dolores received the
ministry award in October
at the 2006 Fall Conference
in the Diocese of Boise. ●

Sister receives honors for alcohol
treatment and education

articipants in a governance heritage tour to Vancouver,
WA, gather to pray at the gravesite at St. James Acres of
Mother Joseph, foundress of the Sisters of Providence in
the West. The tour in September to places identiﬁed with
Mother Joseph included
the board and senior
leaders of Providence
Health & Services,
members of the Portland
Service Area Governing
Council, members
of the Providence
Health Plans board of
directors, managers
from Oregon, and several
guests from Southwest
Washington Medical
Center. Provincial/Leadership Team Coordinator Margaret
Botch, SP, Provincial Councilor Kaye Belcher, SP, and Provincial
Treasurer Anita Butler, SP, also were part of the tour group. ●

Change a Light; Change the World

M

ary Grondin, SP, manager of Vincent House near Pike
Place Market in Seattle, shares the news about signiﬁcant
energy savings as a result of replacing incandescent bulbs with
compact ﬂuorescent Energy Star bulbs provided to residents
by the City of Seattle. The Sisters of Providence, who ﬁrst
partnered with the city 20 years ago to open the subsidized
housing for low-income elderly, embrace the energysaving initiative as an effort to provide good stewardship
of the earth’s resources, in line with the Earth Charter.
Tenants were among the audience members for the
October 4 event kicking off Energy Awareness Month. It was
estimated that each tenant’s utility bill will drop by about
$95 a year and that total energy use at Vincent House will
be reduced by about 108,543 kilowatt hours per year. ●

S

isters from Yakima welcomed Sister Pat Hauser (center)
when she came from her home in Forks, WA, to be honored
with the James Oldham Award by Sundown M Ranch. The
award is named for the man who pioneered alcohol treatment
and education in Yakima County. The plaque presented to
Sister Pat reads “… for your pioneering spirit of alcoholism
and chemical dependency treatment. Your knowledge and
passion is a rich heritage for all of us.” Sister Pat served
in ministry at the treatment center three times, as a parttime counselor loaned by Catholic Charities when Sundown
opened 35 years ago, then as a full-time counselor and later
as full-time chaplain about six years ago. She is shown here
with (from left) Sisters Silvia Troncoso, Alice St. Hilaire,
Rebecca Berghoff, Georgette Bayless and Roberta Rorke. ●
Listening to Sister Mary Grondin in the Vincent House courtyard
are, from left, Kaye Belcher, SP, a member of the Leadership Team of
the Sisters of Providence, Mother Joseph Province; Michelle Pirzadeh,
acting deputy regional administrator for the Environmental
Protection Agency; Adrienne Quinn, director of housing for the
City of Seattle; Orlando Cabrera, assistant secretary for public and
Indian housing for the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD); and John W. Meyers, HUD regional director.

PA commitment
renewal -- Seattle

Four Providence

Associates celebrated
the 20th anniversary
in September of their
commitment as individuals
who share the mission and
spirituality of Providence
without seeking vowed
membership. They are (from
left) Marilyn Sendek, Philip
Lamebull, Nancy ElmoreWard, and Barbara and
Stuart Cox. The ceremony,
held in conjunction with
the vow renewal of Sisters of
Providence, was held at St.
Joseph Residence, Seattle. ●

Ritual of
Remembering and
Transition

P

rovincial/Leadership Team
Coordinator Margaret Botch,
SP, points out a familiar spot
to Owen Robinson, a member of
the board of Providence Health
& Services and a former board
member of Beneﬁs Healthcare
in Great Falls. The two were
among the participants at a
ritual in October marking the
separation of Beneﬁs from
PH&S. In an exchange of gifts,
the Sisters of Providence gave
Beneﬁs a living gift of trees
and Beneﬁs gave the sisters
the print of the old Columbus
Hospital that is shown here. ●

PA recommitment retreat -- Walla Walla

D

eacon Jim Barrow
blesses Providence
Associates at the
close of the annual
recommitment retreat
held in September
at St. Mary Medical
Miryam’s House
Center, Walla Walla.
Pictured from left
celebrates 20 years
are Agnes Mason,
urrent and former
PA; Kathie Oreb, a PA candidate; Mary Jane
residents, staff, board members Fehrenbacher, PA; and Phyllis Davis, PA. ●
and friends of Miryam’s
House, a haven for women
in transition in Spokane,
St. Finbar’s honors Sister Rose Byrne
gathered in September to
celebrate its 20th anniversary.
hen someone knocks and asks the Sisters of
Among the guests were one
Providence to serve, they answer, emcee Michael Hastings
of its foundresses, Sister
said as he presented the 2006 Harvester of Faith award to
Bernadette Ries, OP, and Becky
Sister Rose Byrne at the St. Finbar Harvest Ball in Burbank
Ward, a Providence Associate
in October. In her 57 years as a Sister of Providence, she
and a board member of the
has served in teaching, including at St. Finbar School, and
intercommunity ministry
in parish ministry and health care. “Sister Rose has been
Transitions, which includes
the heart and SOUL of Providence St. Joseph Medical Center
the Transitional Living Center,
for many years,” Michael says. “Anyone who has been a
EduCare and Women’s Hearth
patient at Saint Joe’s has been blessed with the presence of
in addition to Miryam’s House.
Sister as the face and compassionate heart of The Sisters of
Becky is a longtime volunteer
Providence.” In addition to her work at St. Joseph’s, she has
at Miryam’s House, teaching
been sister representative at Providence Holy Cross Medical
quilting to residents. ●
Center and Providence St. Elizabeth’s Care Center since 1998.
Sister Rose shared this year’s award with Michael’s
mother, Mrs. Joan Hastings, blessed with a beautiful
Sister Peter Claver
voice she has shared with St. Finbar’s community for
Award nominees
more than 45 years. Her many contributions include
serving as a volunteer teacher for the Released Time
education program and as cantor for weekday masses.
hree Providence
Both recipients also received proclamations
Associates were among the
nominees for this year’s Sister from Burbank Mayor Todd Campbell. Proceeds
from the fourth annual gala event, held at the LA
Peter Claver Award given by
Equestrian Center, beneﬁt the parish school. ●
Sacred Heart Medical Center.
They are Patricia Connell, of
Hayden, ID, whose volunteer
Sister Anita Butler, provincial
work spans more than 20
treasurer, joins other guests at
organizations and over 40
the St. Finbar Harvest Ball in
years and currently includes
applauding Sister Rose Byrne.
compassionate care to the
dying through “No One Should
Die Alone;” Becky Ward, who
reaches out to homeless and
battered women at Miryam’s
House and elsewhere and
works with other PAs to
provide bi-annual retreats
to women in transition; and
Vivian Wendt, a longtime
nurse and child life specialist
at Sacred Heart. Recipient of
this year’s award, honoring
In addition to Sister Anita, guests at the Harvest Ball in
an individual who reﬂects
Burbank included (from left) Lorraine Faiola, PA; Sister Mary
the values of Sister Peter
Alice Miller; Provincial Secretary Alaine Qualls; and Sisters
Claver, is John Condon, DDS,
who has practiced pediatric
Rose Byrne, Lucy Villanova, Mary Hawkins, Lucille Dean and
dentistry in Spokane for
Renate Hayum. Sister Lucille is a previous recipient of the
more than 40 years. ●
Harvester of Faith award.
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A Cause To Dine For
Gala in Seattle beneﬁts
two Providence ministries
for women
to escape a turbulent marital

G

14 ●

uests ﬁlled a ballroom at the
Westin Hotel in Seattle on September
29 for “A Cause To Dine For,” a gala
evening of “good food, good fun and
good company.” But more importantly,
the gathering was a beneﬁt for a good
cause, or to be speciﬁc, two of them:
Providence Hospitality House, a shelter
for mothers with children in crisis, and
Sojourner Place, a haven for women
in transition. It was the 8th annual
event, but the ﬁrst time both Seattle
ministries were the beneﬁciaries.
Items sold in live and silent
auctions, support from generous
sponsors, and the hard work of
advisory board members, residents
and volunteers associated with both
ministries made the evening a great
success. (Over $140,000 was raised
this year!) But it was the stories of
two women whose lives were changed
by the ministries that will long be
remembered and shared with others.
Essie Thomas, a former resident
of Providence
Hospitality
House, told
of coming to
Washington
from Colorado

Providence Hospitality
House, founded in 1979 by

the Sisters of Providence, serves
homeless women with children,
guiding them through the confusing
maze of social service programs so
they have a solid start on the road
to stability and hope. More than
1,169 women and 1,891 children
have been served by this ministry.

relationship that turned to violence.
Four months pregnant and living
with her mother and other relatives
in crowded conditions, she found
PHH and volunteer Sister Marie
Bernadette. “Within days we were
part of the family … It is more than
just a family, it is a second home,”
said Essie, adding that her son Khalil
calls Sister Marie “Grandma.”
Christmas at Providence
Hospitality House was the best she
and her children had ever had, she
said, adding that this was not her
ﬁrst time being homeless. Essie
and her children moved out in
February but she continues to go
back to Providence Hospitality
House. “You make lifelong friends.”
Chris Hendrickson, a current
resident of
Sojourner
Place,
expressed
her elation
at being two
years clean
and sober
after years of
abuse, lifethreatening situations and crimes to
support her drug addiction.
“Polly Irish (former Sojourner Place
director) allowed me to move in on
the word of my attorney without even

Sojourner Place,

founded in 1987 by the Sisters
of Providence, helps homeless
women make the transition to
independence through a program of
accountability, life skills classes,
one-on-one guidance and women
helping women. Well over 300
women have found shelter, support
and peace at Sojourner Place.

meeting me ﬁrst,” Chris said. Polly gave
Chris her own room and the keys to the
house. “I knew in my heart that I could
not let this woman down,” Chris explained.
Despite the setback of a three-month
return to prison, she said, “Sojourner
Place was there for me when I got out.”
Today, Chris is in school with
a 4.0 GPA and a state award for
vocational excellence that gives her
a two-year scholarship. “I have goals
today and hope for the future.” ●
Ministries like these are a vital
part of the mission of Providence.
The Sisters of Providence welcome
your support of women and children
in need. Donations, payable to
“Sisters of Providence,” may be
sent to: Sisters of Providence,
Ofﬁce of Development, 9 East 9th
Avenue, Spokane, WA 99202-1209.
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REMEMBER
IN PRAYER
Mary Edith Halter, mother of
Thomas Halter, PA, and grandmother
of Chris Halter, PA, died August 15 in
Vincennes, Ind.
Gary Kowalsky, former husband of
Mary Doherty, PA, died August 29 in
Milwaukee, Wis.

✳

Caroline McGill, mother of Marilee
Hedemark, PA, died September 4 in
Cheney, Wash.

Howard Vincent Doherty, father of
Mary Doherty, PA, died September 10
in Port Angeles, Wash.

✴

James “Jim” McGill, father of
Marilee Hedemark, PA, died September
15 in Cheney, Wash.
Ann Providence Duffy, longtime
employee of Providence Hospital in
Everett, died September 22 in Everett.
Jim Scott, son of Kathleen Scott,
PA, died October 18 in Yakima, Wash.
Jack Marceau, father of Ida Mae
Marceau, SP, and brother of Loretta
Marie Marceau, SP, died October 22
in Spokane.

✵

Jacqueline O’Brien, sister of
Joan O’Brien, SP, died October 27
in Montreal.

Rest in

Peace

Marie Emmeline
Ladd, SP

S

ister Marie Emmeline
Ladd died October 4 at 79
years of age, after 60 years as
a Sister of Providence. She
was born Lois Francine Ladd
in Kellogg, ID, in 1927, the
ﬁfth and youngest child of
George Rance Ladd and Ella
Mae (Irwin)
Ladd. When
she was in
third grade,
the family
moved to San
Diego, then
returned to Kellogg in 1937.
She graduated from Kellogg
High School in 1945.
She entered the novitiate
of the Sisters of Providence in
Seattle in August 1946. Sister
Marie Emmeline professed ﬁrst
vows in February 1948 and
ﬁnal vows in 1951.
Her education included an
RN diploma from Columbus
Hospital School of Nursing,
Great Falls, MT, 1952; a BSN
in nursing from Seattle
University, 1954; and a
certiﬁcate in nurse-midwifery
from the Catholic Maternity
Institute in Santa Fe, NM,
1966.
Sister Marie Emmeline’s
ministry assignments in the
health-care ﬁeld included:
Columbus Hospital (now
Beneﬁs Health Care),
Great Falls, MT, nursing in
maternity department and
night duty (1953-58); St.
Patrick Hospital, Missoula, MT,
director of nurses (1956-58),
in-service education (196364), nursing service director
(1966-67); St. Ignatius
Hospital (now Whitman
Community Hospital), Colfax,
WA, maternity and surgical
ﬂoor supervisor (1958-59);
Sacred Heart Hospital (now
Medical Center), Spokane,
WA, obstetrics supervisor
(1959-63 and 1968-69);
Catholic Maternity Institute,
Santa Fe, NM, instructor

( 1967-68); Kings County
Hospital, Brooklyn, NY,
clinical instructor, nurse
midwifery program (1970-73);
University of Illinois College
of Nursing, Chicago, clinical
instructor (1973-74); and St.
Luke’s Presbyterian Hospital,
Chicago, Lamaze instructor
(1974-76).
For two years, from 1974
to 1976, she served in the
nurse midwifery program for
the Chicago Department of
Health. She then returned
west to Spokane to pioneer
nurse-midwifery in this region,
becoming involved with a
private practice associated
with nurse Nancy Davidson
and physicians John Moyer
and Larry Brewer at the
Spokane Family Birth Center.
She remained there from 1976
to 1985. Following that,
Sister Marie Emmeline served
in missionary preparation and
missionary work in Alexandria,
Egypt, (1985-87); midwifery
in Brownsville, TX, (1988);
and as prenatal coordinator
and nurse midwife at Columbia
Basin Health Association,
Othello, WA, (1989-94).
Sister Marie Emmeline
considered the most rewarding
aspects of her career were the
years at the Birth Center in
Spokane and the many home
births she facilitated. She
estimated that she delivered
more than a thousand babies
with no maternal deaths and
only two infant deaths in the
early days following birth.
After 1994, she did
volunteer work at the food
and clothing bank in Othello,
WA, and Habitat for Humanity.
She also was secretary of the
parish council and a lector and
eucharistic minister at Sacred
Heart Parish in Othello. She
retired in 1995.
Sister Marie Emmeline is
survived by her nieces, Sharon
(Kurt) Kromholtze, Spokane,
WA; Pauline Crabb, Lake
Elsinore, CA; Terry Parsons,
Kingston, ID; and Christine
Otero, Altadena, CA; as well
as a nephew, Donald Crawford,
Janesville, CA, the community
of Sisters of Providence, and
many friends.
Vigil Service was held
October 8 and Funeral Mass
was celebrated October 9,
both at Mount St. Joseph,
Spokane. Burial was at Holy

Cross Cemetery, Spokane.
Arrangements were handled
by Hennessey-Smith Funeral
Home.
Donations in memory of
Sr. Marie Emmeline Ladd to
support the ministries of
the Sisters of Providence
may be sent to: Sisters
of Providence, Ofﬁce of
Development, 9 E. 9th Ave.
Spokane, WA 99202-1209. ●

Agnes Rohr, SP
(Sister Augustinus)

S

ister Agnes Rohr died
September 18 at Mount St.
Joseph, Spokane, at 89 years
of age. She had been a Sister
of Providence for 71 years.
She was born in 1916
in Brooklyn, NY, and grew
up in Yakima, WA, with the
adoptive family of Peter and
Mary Rohr, whom she joined
in July 1919. Her adoptive
sister, who later became
Sister M. Cabrini Rohr, SP,
was 8 years old when her new
baby sister arrived by train.
She died in 1997.
Sister Agnes graduated
from St. Vincent Academy,
Walla Walla, WA, in 1936.
She entered the novitiate
of the Sisters of Providence
in Seattle in January 1935,
professing ﬁrst vows in July
1936 and ﬁnal
vows in 1939.
She earned
teaching
credentials
from the
College (now
University) of Great Falls,
MT, in 1940; and a BA in
education in 1943 and an MA
in education in 1956, both
from Seattle University. She
completed the CREDO Program
at Gonzaga University,
Spokane, in 1980 and took
additional studies at: Kinman
Business College, Spokane;
the College of St. Catherine,
St. Paul, MN; the University
of Washington, Seattle; and
(Spanish institute) at Mount
St. Mary’s, Los Angeles.
Her ministry assignments,
primarily as a teacher,
included: St. Michael School,
Olympia, WA, 1936-37; St.
Joseph Academy, Yakima,
WA, 1937-42, 1952-54; Holy
Rosary School, Moxee City,

WA, 1942-43; Providence
Academy, Vancouver, WA,
1943-44, 1949-52, and as
teacher and principal of high
school, 1959-60; St. Vincent
Academy, Walla Walla, WA,
1944-49; Blanchet High
School, Seattle, 1954-59;
North Catholic High School,
Portland, OR, 1960-66;
Providence High School,
Burbank, CA, 1966-68; and
Monroe High School, Fairbanks,
AK, 1968-71. While teaching
in Fairbanks, she accompanied
a group of students to Spain,
Portugal and Africa. Later, as
part of the CREDO Program,
she visited the Holy Land,
Rome, Athens and Copenhagen.
Sister Agnes worked in
medical records at Providence
Hospital, Portland, 1971-72,
then went to St. Vincent
Hospital, Portland, where she
served in the admitting ofﬁce,
1972-74, as an audiovisual
aide, 1974-78, on the
information desk, 1978-79,
and as receptionist, 198081. She moved to St. Mary
Medical Center, Walla Walla
WA, serving as admitting clerk,
1981-83, then as director of
volunteer services, 1983-85.
She worked on the switchboard
and was a driver at Mount
St. Joseph, Spokane, from
1985-88, when she retired.
She then ministered at St.
Aloysius Parish, Spokane, as
a parish visitor to the sick
and homebound, a Eucharistic
minister and as a member
of the funeral reception
committee until 1997, when
she moved to Mount St.
Joseph.
She is survived by the
community of the Sisters of
Providence, including her
longtime friend, Sister Marleen
Hull, and her many other
friends.
Vigil Service was held
September 19 and the
Funeral Mass was celebrated
September 20, both at Mount
St. Joseph. Burial followed at
Holy Cross Cemetery, Spokane.
Hennessey-Smith Funeral Home
was in charge of arrangements.
Donations in memory of
Sr. Agnes Rohr, SP, to support
the ministries of the Sisters of
Providence, may be sent to:
Sisters of Providence, Ofﬁce
of Development, 9 East 9th
Avenue, Spokane, WA 992021209. ●
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Here I Am, Lord (Habla Señor, Que Tu sierva Escucha)

Sister of Providence from El Salvador
professes ﬁrst vows in Spokane

A

16 ●

s Maria Vilma Franco, 27,
watched from the altar, a collage of
photos of family and friends in her
native El Salvador was carried down
the aisle by Sister Maria Lourdes
Cleto. The chapel at Mount St. Joseph,
Spokane, was ﬁlled as Sister Vilma
made ﬁrst profession of the vows of
poverty, chastity and obedience as
a Sister of Providence on October 7.
Concelebrants for the Spanish and
English Mass were the Most Reverend
William S. Skylstad, Bishop of Spokane,
and the Reverend Michael Cook, SJ.
Music for the Mass was provided
by Sisters of Providence and friends.
Their voices rang out in the entrance
hymn, “Vienen con Alegria/People
of God, O Sing.” Sisters Marilyn
Charette, Josie Ramac and Ana
Dolores Orellana sang “Presentacion
de la Biblia” in Spanish. In addition,
Sister Margarita Hernandez, a
Salvadoran novice, moved gracefully
in a liturgical dance to “Thank you
for my life,” by de Violeta Parra.

Sister Vilma beamed as she
pronounced her vows before Margaret
Botch, Provincial/Leadership Team
Coordinator, then joined her novitiate
directors Sisters Marilyn and Josie
to sign the documents. A reception
in Sister Vilma’s honor followed.
She has been living at the
novitiate in Spokane since February
after spending a canonical year
in Chile to explore in depth the
call to vowed life in the religious
community. She ﬁrst met the Sisters
of Providence when Sister Fran
Stacey came to her village of Angela
Montano in 2000. Sister Fran, who
remains in ministry in El Salvador,
was present for the vow ceremony. ●

Maria Vilma Franco, SP,
makes her ﬁrst vows (at left)
before Provincial Margaret
Botch and Bishop William
S. Skylstad, then signs the
formal documents (above)
with Sr. Margaret and Sr.
Josie Ramac.

www.sistersofprovidence.net

from Sister Vilma Franco:
“First of all, I want to give
thanks to God, to my family, and
to all my friends for being with
me. I also would like to thank my
religious community, the Sisters of
Providence. I appreciate the whole
formation that they have given
me, that brought me to this stage
of my religious life. My response
to God’s call and making my ﬁrst
profession are very important to me.
Thank you to each of you
who have celebrated with me.
In gratitude to all the people
who helped prepare for today’s
celebration; the musicians, the
liturgist, the liturgical dancer,
the presiders, for each one who
made this day a great success,
a million thanks! “Gracias!”
Primero, quiero dar Gracias a Dios,
a mi familia a mis amigos, por todo
el tiempo que han estado conmigo.
También, a mi comunidad Religiosa
las Hermanas de la Providencia, por
toda la formación que me han dado
para poder llegar a esta segunda
etapa, muy importante de mi vida,
en este llamado, que Dios me hace,
a través de mis primeros votos.
Gracias, a cada una de las
personas que han compartido conmigo
en esta celebración, por la ayuda
recibida por mi preparación, ya sea
en la música, en la recepción, en la
liturgia, en la danza, el celebrante
de Eucaristía, para cada una de
ustedes mil gracias! “Thank you!”
En la providencia
María Vilma Franco, SP

