
Lucille Dean, SP, 
Providence High School 
principal, helps a 
student prepare for 
the graduation.

Women find hope 
at Hope House

T he refuge formerly known 
as the Downtown Women's 
Shelter has provided hope to 
homeless single women, age 18 
and older, since i t was opened 
by the Coalition for Women on 
the Street in 1999. But the 
shelter did not have a perma
nent home of i ts own unti l  last 
April. Thanks to the interven
tion of Sacred Heart Medical 
Center in purchasing the 
building at 111 West Third 
Avenue, and to U.S. Rep.
George Nethercutt's efforts 
to obtain a $98,980 federal 
appropriation, today there is 
a secure future for the 
shelter now known as Hope 
House -  a Women's Shelter 
and Residence.

The shelter and i ts 28-bed 
dormitory and 19 apartments 
now are part of the Volunteers 
of America family of programs. 
Eventually, the VOA will own 
the building that houses the 
center when funds are 
raised to repay Sacred Heart. 
Last year the shelter served 
450 women.

The development office of 
Sisters of Providence, Mother 
Joseph Province, continues to 
help the shelter raise funds 
for needed expenses such as 
toi letry, cleaning and food 
supplies. •

The province hosted a group of  international  pi lgrims touring the 
Pacific Northwest in July, including a visit with Spokane Bishop 
William S. Skylstad. Shown with the bishop (from lef t) are Sr. 
Annette Noel, provincial of  Elizabeth Province;  Father Emmanuel 
Mbock Mbock, of  Cameroon;  Sr. Barbara Schamber, team leader/  
provincial of  Mother Joseph Province;  Mother Mary Magdalen de Pazzi 
Nakiriggya, superior general of  the Daughters of  Mary in Uganda;
Sr. Maureen Newman;  and Sr. Leonora Kasiulyte, of  L ithuania.

INTERNATIO
PILGRIMAGE
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Jubi tarians celebrating 60 years are Sisters Simonne Begin 
and Cecilia Paganessi, Spokane; Sister Maryann Benoit, Great 

Falls, Mont.; and Sisters Joan O'Brien 
and Elizabeth Sandmeyer, Seattle. 
Celebrating 50 years are Sisters Mary K. 
Cummings and Anna Marie Koval, 
Spokane;  and Sisters Scholastica Lee 
and Christopher Querin, Seattle. 
Jubilarians celebrating 25 years are 
Sisters Patricia Glen, Seattle;  Josefina 
Ramac, Quezon City, the Philippines;  
and Anna Loan Nguyen, Spokane. •

JUBILEES
Spokane & 
Seattle

Jubi lee celebrations were 
held with the Most Rev. 
William S. Skylstad, bishop 
of  Spokane (photo above) 
and with the Most Rev. 
Alexander J. Brunett, 
archbishop of  Seattle 
(photo at right). Team 
Leader/Provincial Barbara 
Schamber, SP, pictured in 
both photos, is joined in 
the Seattle photo by 
Mother Mary Magdalen de 
Pazzi Nakiriggya, Superior 
General of  the Daughters of  
Mary in Uganda.

Sr. Christopher's
Jubilee party

at the zoo
Sister Christopher Querin 
invited Providence 
employees, to the 
Woodland Park Zoo 
in Seattle to celebrate 
her Jubilee.



More than 800 pilgrims 
head for Rome

for beati f ication of foundress,

Emil ie Gamel in

experienced the tragic deaths, in rapid succession, of  her 
husband and her three sons. She turned her sorrow into 
action, organizing chari table works through the House of 
Providence and, w i th Ignace Bourget, Bishop of M ontreal, 
f ounding Sisters of Providence in 1843.

M other Gamelin wi l l  be beati f ied 
along w i th six other indiv iduals in a 
ceremony outside the Basi l ica in 
St. Peter's Square, fol lowed by a buf fet- 
reception hosted by the Canadian 
A mbassador to the Holy See. The 
fol lowing day, there wi l l  be a Papal 
A udience at St. Peter's Square, fol lowed 
by a Thanksgiving Mass. Two days later, 
the pi lgrims wi l l  travel  to Assisi for 
another Mass of  Thanksgiving.

Group i ncludes more than 330 Sisters of  Prov idence

M ,l ore than 330 Sisters of  Providence, including 65 f rom 
M other Joseph Province, wi l l  make a 10-day pi lgrimage to 
Rome, I taly, for the October 7 beati f i cati on of the rel igious 
communi ty 's f oundress, M other Emil ie Gamelin of M ontreal. 
Beati f i cation is Cathol icism's second step in the process of 
proclaiming a person a saint. (See related story  on beati f i ca
ti on below.)

"This is an im portant moment in the history  of  our 
congregation,"  said Sister Barbara Schamber, SP, Team 
L eader/Provincial  of  M other Joseph Province. " M other Emil ie 
Gamelin has been a model  of w hat i t  means to l ive a l i fe of 
service to others. Her commitment to al l  those in need is the 
f ount f rom w hich al l  of  our ministries f low."

M other Gamelin was born at the turn of  the 19th century  
in M ontreal . A t the age of  28, the young wife and mother

Mother Gamelin's cause of beatification explained
(courtesy of  Archives for Sisters of  Providence, Mother Joseph Province)

Sisters of Providence going on the 
pi lgrimage to Rome f rom M other Joseph 
Province come from Seattle, Spokane, 
Great Falls, M ont.;  Los Angeles;  Port

land;  and San Francisco, as well  as the Phi l ippines and El 
Salvador. Other Sisters making the journey  come f rom f ive 
provinces:  Holy A ngels Province, Edmonton, A lberta, Canada;  
Bernard M orin Province, Santiago, Chile;  and three provinces 
headquartered in Quebec, Canada, Emil ie, Notre Dame and 
El isabeth provinces. Some 500 fami ly members and f riends 
wi l l  accompany the Sisters. •

Look f o r  stories and photos 
f rom this historic pi lgrimage 
in the next issue of  Cari tas.

J r l  cause of  beati f i cati on is 
part of  the formal  process by 
which a deceased person 
may be named a saint 
(canonized) in the Roman 
Cathol ic Church. A cause is 
a lengthy and compl icated 
process, carried out at 
several  levels w i thin 
the church.

Each step requires 
involvement and approval  
of  the candidate's home 
diocese;  consul tants w i thin 
the church, such as theolo
gians or physicians;  and the 
Congregation for the Causes 
of  the Saints (a panel  of  
cardinals, bishops, and 
others), before approval  is 
granted by the Pope.

The cause of  beati f i ca
tion of  M other Emilie 
Gamelin, foundress of  the 
Sisters of  Providence, is

based in the Diocese of  
M ontreal , Quebec. I t  is 
coordinated by the Reverend 
James Fi tzpatrick, 0M I, 
Postulator, and Sister 
Therese Frigon, SP, V ice- 
Postulator, who has been 
involved in the process for 
more than forty years.

Ther e ar e t h r ee main 
st ep s towar d sain thood:  
declar at ion  of  V ener abi l -  
i t y, B eat i f i cat ion  and 
Canonizat ion. A person who 
is declared V enerable is 
recognized by the church as 
having l ived a saintly  l i fe 
and practiced the v i rtues of  
Fai th, Hope and Chari ty (and 
others) to a " heroic degree."  
M other Gamelin was named 
V enerable in 1993.

M other Gamelin's cause 
now has reached the second

step in the process, B eati f i 
cation. Before a person is 
beati f ied, the church must 
determine that  God has 
worked a miracle through 
the intercession of  the 
V enerable one. The miracu
lous heal ing attr i buted to 
M other Gamelin's interces
sion occurred in 1983 and 
was accepted as authenti c 
by the Pope in December 
2000.

On October 7,2001, 
M other Gamelin wil l  be 
beati f ied, and wil l  become 
known as Blessed Emil ie 
Gamelin. She wi l l  be hon
ored w i th al l  holy persons 
each year on November 1, 
the Feast of  All Saints.

I t  is possible 
th at  M other Gamelin 
someday wil l  be canonized, 
and recognized as a saint for

the universal  church. This 
would require documentation 
of  another miracle worked 
through her intercession. 
Many who are beati f ied never 
are canonized, but thi s does 
not diminish thei r  role as 
models for people of  f ai th. •

For more information on 
Mother Emilie Gamelin and 
Sisters of  Providence, please 
refer to the Archives' website:  
http: //www. providence, org/  
archives

http://www


National honors for  
nur se- midwife

M arie 
Emmeline 
Ladd, SP, of 
Spokane, was 
presented with 
one of eight 
national fellowship awards in 
June at the annual convention of 
the American College of Nurse- 
Midwives, held in Washington, 
D.C. Sister Marie Emmeline, who 
retired in 1995, is one of the 
pioneer nurse-midwives in 
Washington State. •

Three candidates 
enter  novit iate

Three women entered the 
novitiate in a simple prayer 
service on August 20 at the 
Candidate House in Yakima, 
Wash., where they have spent 
the past year becoming 
acguainted with the religious 
community.

A nne Rising, 
of ChuLa Vista,
Calif., was for
merly adminis
trative assistant 
to the chairman of Brento Cor
poration in San Diego. Born in 
Pittsburgh, she holds a diploma 
in religious education from the 
University of San Diego and the 
Diocese of San Diego.

Jessica 
Taylor, of 
Sumner, Wash., 
had been a 
special educa
tion teacher at 
Highline High School in Burien, 
where she was born. She holds 
bachelor's degrees in psychol
ogy and special education from 
Central Washington University.

Brenda 
Velasco, of 
Spokane, 
formerly worked 
in news 
production at 
local television 
stations in the Tri-Cities and 
Spokane. Born in Santa 
Barbara, Calif., and raised in 
Wisconsin, she holds a 
bachelor's degree in journalism 
from the University of Wiscon- 
sin-Madison. •

Sister  Blanca Sagles 
pr ofesses per petual vows

Blanca 
Sagles, SP, 
professed 
perpetual vows 
August 19 at St.
Joseph's West in 
Yakima. Born in
the Philippines, she entered the 
novitiate of Sisters of Providence, 
Sacred Heart Province, on August 
15, 1996, and professed f irst 
vows on August 9, 1998. On 
September 3, Sister Blanca 
began serving as director of 
Emilie House, a low-income 
housing facil i ty for the elderly 
in Portland. •

L eadership Team 
honor ed for  Native 
Amer ican suppor t

The Leadership Team of the 
Sisters of Providence, Mother 
Joseph Province, was honored in 
April for many years of direct 
and indirect support of the work 
of Pax Christi Pacific Northwest.

The presentation was made at a 
reception at the Chief Seattle 
Club, a downtown service 
center for Native Americans. At 
the same event, representatives 
of the Native American 
community also expressed 
thanks and presented a gi f t to 
the Sisters of Providence for 
their support over the years. •

Sister  attends WUCWO 
meeting in Rome

Jean Schultz, SP, 
attended the international 
meeting of the World Union of 
Catholic Women's Organiza
tions (WUCWO) in Rome in

Sister Barbara Schamber admires 
the gif t from the Native American 
community.

WUCWO delegates in St. Peter's 
Square in Rome are (from lef t) 
Sisters A nnette Boucher, Jean 
Schultz, Judy Desmarais, and 
A nnette Aspirot.

March as a non-voting associ
ate. The meeting was attended 
by 600 women from about 58 
countries on five continents. •

1 ~<£ALEASE REMEMBER 
IN PRAYER

Frances Casteel, mother of  
Lily May Emert, died April 16 
in Spokane.

Mabel Matz, mother of  Sister 
Eileen Croghan, passed away 
May 8 in Buena Park, California.

Ellen Betassa, the sister of  
Providence Associate Marian 
Rogers) died May 6 in 
Ellensburg, Washington.

Lucien Roux, father of  Sister 
Cecile Roux, died May 25 in 
Massachusetts.

Hazel Hudon, mother of  
Sister Charlene Hudon, died in 
Yakima on May 26.

Mrs. Mary Ellen Botch, 
mother of  Sisters Margaret and 
Bernadette Botch, died at 
Mount St. Joseph in Spokane 
on May 27.

Sister Florence Gaetz's 
sister, Margaret Pleasant, died 
May 30 at the Mother Joseph 
Care Center in Olympia.

John Kohls, the cousin of  
Sisters Alice and Lucy St.
Hilaire, died June 3 in Spokane.

Sister Elizabeth Dechant,
SP, of  Holy Angels Province, 
died at the Infirmary in 
Edmonton on June 5.

Robert Ryan, brother of  
Providence Associate Joan 
McGavick, died May 7 in 
Ridgeway, Iowa.

Neil Gallagher, uncle of  
Sister Joan Gallagher, SP, died 
June 7 in Salem, Oregon.

Maria Theres Vides, 
grandmother of  Sister Beatrice 
LaFramboise, died in El 
Salvador on July 10.

Rest in
Peace

Margaret 
Jane
Carroll, SP

Sister 
Margaret Jane 
Carroll, age 81, died August 9 
at St. Joseph Residence in West 
Seattle. She had been a Sister 
of Providence for 62 years.

She was born Josephine 
Patricia (Patsy) Carroll on March 
17, 1920, in Vancouver, Wash., 
child of Charles and Sarah Jane 
(Counerton) Carroll. Her early 
years were spent on the 
Vancouver Barracks, where her 
father was stationed in the Army.

After graduating from 
Providence Academy, Vancouver, 
she entered the religious 
community of the Sisters of 
Providence in 1938 in Seattle 
and professed vows in 1940. 
After profession, she taught at 
St. Joseph Academy, Yakima, and 
Maryville Academy, Des Plaines, 
III. She served in business and 
administration for 28 years, 
including as administrator/  
superior at Mount St. Vincent, 
Seattle, and at Ozanam Nursing 
Home, Tacoma. She also 
ministered at Providence Yakima 
Medical Center, Providence 
Seattle Medical Center, St.
Joseph Residence in Seattle, 
Providence Medford Medical 
Center and Providence General 
in Everett.

In 1989, Sister Margaret 
Jane retired at St. Joseph 
Residence in West Seattle. ** ->

Stephen Hawkins, Sister 
Mary Hawkins' brother, died in 
Gig Harbor on July 12.

Narciso Rodriguez Faz, 
f ather of  Ninfa Gutierrez, PA, 
(Yakima region) died July 29 in 
Toppenish, Washington.

Anona Adams, mother of  
Burbank region Providence 
Associate Lillian Rouzan, died 
July 30 in Burbank.

Victor Gagnon, the brother 
of  Claire Gagnon, died August 6 
in La Perode, Quebec.

Rosemary Hughes, the 
youngest sister of  Jeannette 
and A nnette Parent, died 
August 23 in Otis Orchards. •
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Rest in
Peace

Her favorite hobby was crochet
ing afghans and blankets for 
poor children in Alaska.

Sister Margaret Jane is 
survived by her nieces and 
nephew, Patricia Carroll Goodson, 
Susan Carroll Joseph and Charles 
Allen Carroll.

Mass of Christian Burial was 
celebrated August 15 at Mount 
St. Joseph, West Seattle. •

Mary 
Hoiland, SP

Sister Mary 
Hoiland died 
April 5 at 
Swedish Medical Center, 
Providence Campus, in Seattle at 
the age of 80. Leona Mary 
Hoiland was born to Enevold E. 
Hoiland and Anna E. Moller on 
April 1, 1921, in Seattle. She 
grew up in North Seattle, 
attending Holy Names Academy 
and graduating from high school 
in 1939. Later, in 1980, she 
earned a bachelor's degree from 
Marylhurst College in Oregon.

Her f i rst job af ter high 
school was in the admitting 
office at Providence Hospital in 
Seattle. She entered the 
Providence community at Mount 
St. V incent in Seattle in July of 
1945, at the age of 24. At 
profession of vows in 1947, she 
was given the name in religion 
of Sister Mary of Mercy and 
remained at Mount St. Vincent, 
assigned to care of the aged 
Sisters.

A publ i cati on for the Sisters of  Providence and Friends •  FALL 2001

During most of her religious 
life, Sister Mary served as a 
dietician and later as a licensed 
practical nurse af ter her training 
at Bellevue Community College. 
She served in several Providence 
hospitals, nursing homes and 
other facil i ties in Washington.

In 1990, she retired at St. 
Joseph Residence. Survivors 
include several cousins in 
Washington, including Ann 
Benzon, Bellevue;  Joan Benzon, 
Maple Valley; John and Jean 
Redmond, Yakima; and Mike 
Redmond, Federal Way; along 
with a number of relatives in 
Norway.

Vigil Service was held at 
St. Joseph Residence on April 8, 
where the Funeral Mass was 
celebrated the following day, 
followed by burial at Calvary 
Cemetery. •

Rosemary 
Kistner , SP

Rosemary 
Kistner, SP, 
died April 10 
at St. Joseph 
Residence in West Seattle at the 
age of 90. She had been a Sister 
of Providence for 73 years.

She was born Rose Mary 
Kistner on November 5, 1910, 
in San Jose, Argentina, one of 
Heronimus Kistner and Monica 
Walter's nine chi ldren. Her 
parents immigrated from Odessa, 
Russia, in 1909 and later settled 
in the United States in 1913. She 
entered the religious community 
of the Sisters of Providence in 
1927 in Seattle and professed 
vows in 1929. After profession, 
she was a dietician and served in 
Washington and Alaska.

Sister Rosemary was known 
for her work at The Emilie Shop, 
a thri f t shop located at Mount 
St. Vincent, Seattle, and as a 
sacristan and a gardener at St. 
Joseph Residence, where she 
retired in 1984.

Survivors include her sister, 
Emily Kistner Pastro of Seattle, 
and her brother Jack Kistner of 
Port Orchard, as well as 
numerous nieces and nephews. 
Mass of Christian Burial was 
celebrated April 16 at St.
Joseph Residence. •

Margaret 
Joan 
Long, SP

Sister 
Margaret Joan 
Long, age 100, 
died August 15 at St. Joseph 
Residence in West Seattle. She 
had been a Sister of Providence 
for 73 years.

She was born Nora Irene Long 
on September 2, 1900, in 
Franklin, Minn., child of John 
and Margaret (A llen) Long, both 
of whom were born in County 
Cork in Ireland. After graduation, 
Nora worked at Myer and Franks 
Department Store in Portland, 
Ore., as a buyer and 
merchandiser.

She entered the Sisters of 
Providence in 1927 in Seattle 
and professed vows in 1929.
A lifelong nurse and nurse 
educator. Sister Margaret Joan 
ministered in nearly every Sisters 
of Providence hospital from 
Anchorage to Burbank during her 
45 years in health care. In 1974, 
Sister Margaret Joan went to 
Holy Rosary Parish, Seattle, to do 
parish work. In 1975, she retired 
at St. Joseph Residence, Seattle.

She has no surviving 
immediate family, but has many 
cousins.

Mass of Christian Burial was 
celebrated August 18 at St. 
Joseph Residence. •

Mary Lois 
Rochester , 
SP

Sister Mary _
Lois Rochester, 
a Sister of Providence for 69 
years, died April 8 at Mount 
St. Joseph in Spokane at the 
age of 94.

Anna Mary Rochester was 
born Sept. 28, 1906, in Tuxedo, 
Md., and her family moved to 
Edmonton, A lberta, when she 
was 12. Two years later, they 
moved to Spokane.

She attended public school 
there, as well as two Catholic 
high schools—Marycliff and 
Holy Names Academy. She 
graduated from St. Joseph 
Academy, Sprague, Wash., 
in 1931.

Sister Mary Lois, who 
entered the novitiate in Seattle 
in 1932, professed her f irst 
vows in 1933 and her perpetual 
vows in 1936. Her ministries, 
primarily in domestic duties, 
were in Montana and Idaho.

She enjoyed gardening 
and doing craft work for the 
bazaars at Mount St. Joseph.

Survivors include a sister, 
Mabel Suitter of Smelterville, 
Idaho, and a brother, Floyd 
Rochester of Libby.

Funeral Mass was celebrated 
on April 11 at Mount St. 
Joseph, with burial at Holy 
Cross Cemetery, Spokane. •
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