t oday in t he cit y of ar t ist s — Florence, It aly.
n., we boarded our buses for the f our-hour tri p. Some of us chose
n Rome and to spend the day resti ng and relaxing.
our f i rst opportuni ty to travel outsi de the ci ty of Rome, and on
Florence we had an opportuni ty to see the beauti f ul I tal i an
countrysi de — lush rolling greenery and trees. I t was a beauti f ul drive.
When we arrived at the outski rts of Florence, we stopped and got a pass to
enter the
:he ci ty.
t The ci ty of Florence keeps control of the amount of touri st
traf f ic t h at eenters the city.
The buses are not allowed to go beyond thei r parking area, and so we made the 45-m i nute walk i nto the ci ty of Florence.
I n the city, the roads are very narrow and there are many cars, motorcycles and ci ty buses. Our
guides were looking for breaks in the traf f ic so th at some of us could get across the streets. And
these streets are made of huge cobbl estones from the 14th century, uneven with rough edges.
The w heelchairs have speci al dif fi culty on these cobbl estone pavements and there are
no " handi capped access curbs." People have been so good to help with the w heelchairs, some
ti mes for two or more miles at a time.
We are in groups and each group has two tour guides. We were free to choose where we
w anted to go af ter lunch. Some groups chose to take the tw o-hour tour of Florence. Others
chose to shop and others w ent directly to M ichelangelo's museum to spend ti me there.
We all met at 4 p.m. at the museum and viewed the work of M ichelangelo, especiall y
" David," which is trul y magni f i cent. In the museum, there are huge marble blocks of
carvings never f i ni shed or, some say, they are f i ni shed. In thi s l atter view, the carvings
portray " man coming out of a block of marble."
We took tax i s or made the 55-m i nute walk back to where the buses were parked, boarded
the buses and made the tri p back to Rome. We arrived at our hotel at 9: 30
p.m.and wereat
our restaurant by 10 p.m. Every other ti me we have been at the restaurant around7: 30 p.m.
and there w eren't many peopl e there. Tonight, at thi s
hour, the restaurant was very crowded. This is the supper
hour in I tal y! We had ordered a l i ght supper of pizza and
salad and so were abl e to eat w i thout much w aiting and
return to the hotel for a short ni ght's sl eep.
Once agai n, we are remembering you in our prayers
and though we do not have much access to the
he tr ip to A ssisi was beautiful and not without its anxious
" news of the world," we are with you in prayer f or an end
moments. We boar ded our buses and lef t the hotels at 7 a.m.
to violence and for peace with j usti ce in our world.
for the thr ee- hour drive. We wer e on the main highway f or a
Providence of God, we hope in you.
Lovingly in Providence,
Sr. Barbara

time and then we wer e on back r oads that took us thr ough
some beautiful countr yside.

A ssisi is up on the top of a mountain and the city has a
lower and an upper part. The buses took us to the Santa
M aria section of the city, where there is a very large basilica,
bui l t in 1211, with an imposing and huge dome. I nside this
basilica is another, smaller church, and the place where St.
Clare received the veil f rom St. Francis. This church is called
"The Porti uncul a."
There are beauti f ul pai nti ngs in this huge cathedral. I t is
so large and the al tar so f ar back that television screens are
used to show the al tar during Mass.
Our M ass was celebrated by Bishop Gean-Juy Hamelin from
Quebec. He greeted us in English, French and Spanish, but he
gave the homily in French.
Sr. Pi errette Chevrette had prepared this liturgy. The logistics,
the materials and the remote and immediate preparati ons are
amazing - the large pi cture of M other Gamelin in the basilica f or
this liturgy, the liturgical books in three languages, the vestments,
the music...
A t the conclusion of this liturgy, Gloria thanked Sr. Rollande
M al of or all she had done to make this pilgrimage possible.
There was a long and enthusi asti c appl ause of thanks.
A fter the liturgy, all of the Providence pilgrims gathered f or
a lunch together. This was the f i rst j oi nt meal f or all of the
language groups together and i t was a grand occasion.
Then we took the buses up to the upper level of Assisi.
The 15-minute bus ride was like going up to Snoqualmie Pass.

What a view of the valley below! Then we walked or took
the escalators up to the M onastery of St. Clare and the Church
of St. Clare. All of these buildings sti l l have the scaffoldings
around them. I t is three years since earthquakes did
si gni f i cant damage to these structures. St. Clare is buried
in this church.
Then we walked down very steep steps or took one of the
taxis to the Basilica of St. Francis. The entire roof of this
church is caved in and is under repair. There is a second chapel
one level below the main church and a thi rd chapel below that.
This third-level chapel is in honor of St. Francis. One more
level down and we were at the tomb of St. Francis. I t is hard
to explain the f eel i ngs at being present at the tomb of
St. Francis of Assisi.
We left the basilica and boarded our buses, ready f or the trip
back to Rome. The count was taken and two persons, Billy Jo
and Jerry Cooper, Providence A ssociates f rom Great Falls, were
missing. We waited, waited, and they didn't come. Some of us
wanted to go and look f or them but the guides would not l et us
of f the buses. Sister Roberta Rorke said, "Let's ask M other
Gamelin to f i nd them ," and we prayed. A t 5 p.m. the buses left
w ithout them. Our tour guides sai d the buses must go on
schedule. Needless to say, we all were quite worried about them
and could not imagine w hat had happened. The Coopers had
been more than prompt on every other occasion and i t was not
typical f or them to miss a departure time.
A bout an hour into our return trip, I received a cell phone
call. I t was f rom the Coopers. Billie Jo had hurt her back and
they had stopped in a restaurant f or her to rest. By the time
they got a taxi and made i t to the bus parki ng area, the buses
had left. They sai d they would catch a trai n, transf er once and,
af ter arriving in Rome, take a taxi to the hotel.
We arrived in Rome and were in the restaurant f or supper
about 10: 30 p.m. when Jerry walked in. What a rel i ef i t was to
see him and to know that they were okay and back with us!
We returned to our hotel, gratef ul f or the wonderful day and
especially gratef ul that the Coopers were back, safe and sound.
(Billie Jo is doing well.)
Everyone is doing well through the activity-packed days.
We are staying in 12 dif ferent hotels here in Rome. For example,
some of us are in a hotel on the outski rts of Rome, about an
hour's travel f rom the center of the city, and others are in the
heart of the city.
We had a USA Today paper
today and were able to read some
of the stories about the attacks on
A fghanistan and rel ated news.
L et us continue to thank God
f or the blessings of these days and
f or peace and j usti ce f or all in
our world.
Lovingly in Providence,
Sr. Barbara

oday was a " do w hat ever you w ant t o do" day,
and i t was m ost w elcom e!
Some of us visit ed t he churches of Rome and
t he cat acom bs. Ot hers t ook t ax is and visit ed sp ecial
places of in t er est , and som e of us t ook t im e t o do
some shopping.
Those who visit ed t he cat acom bs
of San Seb ast ian said t h at t here are
about 40 m iles of underground
caverns in t h is cat acom b. I t i s dark
and very cool t here, lik e a coal
m ine, and i t is very im port ant to
st ay close t oget her w hile t ouring.
The guid es in sist ed t h at no one
w ander away f rom t he group, as it
would be very easy t o becom e lost
in one or anot her of t he t unnels.
On t he sid es of t he t u n n els are
plat f orm s where t he Christ ians are buried. Some of
t hese t om bs are marked w it h a m arble slab and ot hers
are open. This i s t r u ly t he sit e of " t he underground
church of t he m art yrs."
I learned t oday t h at we had a couple of m ishaps
yest erday in A ssisi . Sr. Lillian DesLauriers was hit by a
car and i s black and blue. Anot her sist er f rom Quebec
was hit by a m ot orcycle. Bot h Lillian and t he ot her
sist er are bruised but ot herw ise are doing f ine.
Sr. Robert a Rorke w ill leave a day early and w ill
be back in Seat t le on Sat urday evening. She w ill go
d irect ly t o Yakim a t o be w it h her mot her, who has
been i l l , and w it h ot her m embers of her f am ily who
are t here.
Tomorrow, we st ar t our day a b it lat er. At 9:30 a.m .
we w ill board t he buses f or a v i si t t o t he Tivoli Gardens
and w e' ll spend part of t he day preparing f or our
depart ure early Sat urday m orning. We'll leave f or t he
airp ort at 5:30 a.m . Sat urday and are scheduled t o
arrive at SeaTac on Sat urday evening.
It has been a blessed and w onderf ul pilgrim age.
We are so very grat ef ul and we are looking f orward t o
being home once ag ain. We are ready t o come hom e!
We are unit ed w it h you in a prayer of grat it ude
t o our Provident God and we t hank you f or your
prayers. Please pray f or a saf e ret urn t rip f or t he
Providence pilgrim s.
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Sisters Have an
Audience with the
Holy Father
wo Si sters f rom M other Joseph Provi nce
were among those who recei ved a papal
bl essi ng- Sr. L oretta Marie Marceau (abov e)
of Spokane, and Sr. Carol yn Koreski of
Ol ympi a (l ef t), assi sted by Provi dence
Heal th System President/ CEO Hank Walker.

Photos courtesy of Servizio Fotografico De "L'O.R."
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Jo Marie
Einen, PA
Jo Marie
Einen, a Provi
dence Associate
from Great Falls, Mont., died
October 26 of compl i cati ons
from di abetes.
Jo Marie served as co
di rector for the Providence
Associ ates in Great Falls, and
was campus mi ni ster at the
University of Great Falls unti l
she reti red in 2000. She also
served as chapl ain for the
St. Vincent de Paul Society in
Great Falls.
She became a Providence
Associate in 1995 and was
j oi ned in 1999 by her husband,
John, and her mother Stella
Janosov.
Vigil Service was held
October 28 at O'Connor's
Funeral Home in Great Falls
and the f uneral liturgy was on
October 29 at St. Luke's Parish
Church in Great Falls. I nurn
ment was at Mount Olivet
Cemetery. •

Julian
Moran, SP
Sister
Jul i an Moran,
age 93, died
November 10 at Mount St.
Joseph, Spokane. She had been
a Si ster of Providence for
74 years.
Sarah Marie Moran was born
January 6, 1908, in Moore,
Mont., the only girl among five
chi ldren of Timothy J. and Sarah
(Clark) Moran. For a ti me she
attended the Ursuline Sisters
school in Great Falls and also
lived at St. Thomas Home. In
1923, she and her family moved
to St. I gnati us, Mont. She
graduated from Sacred Heart
Academy in Missoula in 1927.
That same year, she entered
the novi ti ate of the Sisters of
Providence in Seattle, profess
ing fi rst vows in 1928 and
receiving Si ster Jul i an of the
Blessed Sacrament as her name
in religion. She made fi nal
vows in 1931.
Si ster Jul i an earned a B.A.
in education from the University
of Great Falls and an M.A. in
English from DePaul University
in Chicago. She also attended
the CREDO program at Gonzaga
University.
Si ster Jul i an taught in
Montana at Sacred Heart
Academy and St. Francis Xavier
School, Missoula; St. Thomas
Home, Great Falls; and

Rose Dolores
Reisenauer,
SP
Sister
Rose Dolores
Rei senauer died
October 3 at Mount St. Joseph,
Spokane, at the age of 87.
She had been a Sister of
Providence for 67 years.
She was born Mildred Mary
Rei senauer on Jul y 7, 1914, in

various mi ni stries over the
past 100 years in Alaska and
i nto the f uture."
The Sisters of Providence
have served in mi ni stry in
Alaska since bei ng called to
Nome in 1902. The religious
communi ty will celebrate its
100 years of mini stry in Alaska
with speciaL events in April. •

Anchor age Chamber
honor s SPs with Gold
Pan Award
The Anchorage Chamber of
Commerce has presented the
Sisters of Providence with i ts
presti gi ous Gold Pan Award for
di stingui shed communi ty
service by an organi zati on. The
award was presented on
September 22, on the eve of
the anni versary of the death of
f oundress Mother Emilie
Gamelin, and j ust two weeks
before her beati f icati on
ceremony in Rome.
The Sisters of Providence
were one of three nomi nees for
the annual award. Si ster Kaye

St. Benedi ct School, Roundup, in
addi ti on to St. Mary's Training
School, Des Plaines, III., and
St. Joseph Academy, Yakima.
She also was novice director at
Mount St. Vincent, Seattl e, from
1953 to 1962, and pri nci pal at
St. Louis School, Winooski,
Vermont, and St. Patrick School,
Walla Walla.
Other assi gnments i ncluded
di rector of admi ssi ons at the
University of Great Falls,
admi ni strator and superi or at
Mount St. Joseph, Spokane, and
recepti oni st for the Provincial
Admi ni strati on and l ater for
Mount St. Joseph before she
reti red in 1989.
Si ster Jul i an was preceded
in death by her four brothers.
Vigil Service was held
November 16 and the f uneral
Mass was cel ebrated November
17, both at Mount St. Joseph.
Burial was at Holy Cross
Cemetery. •

Belcher accepted the honor
"on behal f of the hundreds of
Sisters of Providence who have
mi ni stered in Alaska and on
behal f of the thousands of
Si sters of Providence mi ni ster
i ng around the world!"
She al so thanked " the
peopl e of Providence and the
peopl e of Anchorage who have
partnered with us in our

Colton, Wash., to John and
Margaret (Becker) Reisenauer.
She graduated from Colton High
School and began nurses'
trai ning at Sacred Heart School
of Nursing in Spokane in 1932.
She entered the noviti ate as a
postul ant in 1933.
Si ster Rose Dolores resumed
her nurses' trai ni ng at St. Patrick
School of Nursing in Missoula,
Mont., and graduated as a
regi stered nurse in 1938. She
earned a bachel or's degree in
nursing educati on from the
College of Great Falls (Mont.) in
1952 and also studi ed at
Gonzaga University and Seattle
University.
She professed f irst vows in
1935 and perpetual vows in
1938. Her mi ni stry assi gnments
were chiefly in heal th care in
Great Falls, Mont.; Colfax, Wash.;
Wallace, Idaho; and Walla Walla,
Wash. She reti red in 1971 at
Mount St. Joseph, where she
was a swi tchboard operator
unti l 1981.
Survivors incl ude two
brothers, Edmund and Mark
Reisenauer, both of Colton,
Wash.; a sister, Bernadine Greiser
of Genesee, Idaho; and a
brother-i n-l aw, George Scharbach
of Colton. The Vigil Service was
held at Mount St. Joseph on
October 5, and the f uneral Mass
was cel ebrated there October 6.
Burial was at Holy Cross
Cemetery, Spokane. •

her life to giving to peopl e
and serves as a role model for
countl ess teachers, admi ni stra
tors, students and parents."

Sr. Rebecca Ber ghoff
named 2001 Woman
of Achievement
Si ster Rebecca Berghoff,
vice pri nci pal of St. Joseph
Marquette School in Yakima,
has been named a recipi ent
of the YWCA's 2001 Women
of Achi evement Award for
communi ty service, with
recogni ti on for her more then
50 years in educati on. The
awards program notes that
Si ster Rebecca " has dedi cated

www.si stersof provi dence.net

Her communi ty i nvol ve
ment also i ncl udes service as a
Camp Fire board member and
as a presenter at the YWCA
Week Wi thout Violence. •

Leon Ward, f ather and
father-in-law of Mike & Becky
Ward, PA, died November 3 in
Redmond, Wash.

Francis Bouffard, brother of
Sister Claire Bouffard, SP, died
August 30 in Battle Creek, Mich.
Dr. Ed Weaver, husband of
Marian Julum-Weaver, PA, died
September 22 in Burien, Wash.
Mary Ellen Turley, aunt of
Sister Chauncey Boyle, SP, died
September 22 in Seattle.
Ray Gott, uncle of Sister
Donna Burkhart, SP, died
September 25 in Lafayette, Ind.
Elizabeth Tyrrell, aunt of
Sister Clare Lentz, SP, and Marilyn
Sendek, PA, and mother of Father
Michael Tyrrell, SJ, died October
14 in Yakima.
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Conrad Mary
Bomer, SP
Sister
Conrad Mary
Bomer, age 85,
died November 2 at St. Joseph
Residence in Seattle. She had
been a Si ster of Providence for
66 years.
Born Margelet Bomer on
December 18, 1915, in
Portl and, she was one of four
chi ldren of George Grover and
Katherine (Fox) Bomer. In
1935, Margelet entered the
novi ti ate of the Sisters of
Providence in Seattle. In 1937,
she made her f irst profession of
vows and received Sister Conrad
Mary as her name in religion.
She made fi nal vows in 1940.
Sister Conrad Mary gradu
ated from Seattle University
with a B.A. in nursing in 1941.
She had a long career in the
nursing field, with assi gnments
at Providence Seattl e Medical
Center, Providence St. Peter
Hospi tal in Olympia, Mount St.
Vincent in West Seattle, St.
John Hospi tal in Port
Townsend, Providence Everett

Aurore Baker, oldest sister
of Sisters Annette and Jeanette
Parent, SP, died October 16 in a
nursing home in Baker, Mont.

Bob Tormaschy, brother-inlaw of Sister Charlene Hudon, SP,
died October 30 at Providence
Yakima Medical Center.

Sister Nora St. Denis, SP, of
Holy Angels Province, died
October 18 at University of
Alberta Hospital.

Frederic Fortier, grand
nephew of Sister Madeleine
Monica Fortier, SP, died Novem
ber 2 in Australia.

Jim Kurtz, brother of
Kathryn Kurtz, died October 25 in
Puyallup, Wash.

Barbara Depenbrock,
mother-in-law of the uncle of
Adrienne McKenzie, Seattle
Provincial Administration, died
November 3 in her home in
Washington, DC.

Hospital, Providence Hospital
in Anchorage, St. Joseph
Hospital in Fairbanks, and
Providence Hospital in
Medford, Ore. During her last
ten years in Medford, she was
di rector of the Pastoral Care
Department. She reti red to St.
Joseph Residence in West
Seattl e in 1991.
She was the l ast surviving
sibl ing in her family.
Vigil Service was held
November 5 and the f uneral
Mass was cel ebrated November
6, both at St. Joseph Resi
dence, Seattle. Burial was at
Calvary Cemetery, Seattl e. •

Chrysanthe as her name in
religion, and was missioned
to Spokane. She professed
perpetual vows in 1931.
Si ster Rosalie's mi ni stries
were primarily in the di etary
field, at Sacred Heart Medical
Center, St. Joseph Care Center
and Mount St. Joseph,
Spokane; Sacred Heart
Academy, Missoula, Mont.; St.
Thomas Home and Columbus
Hospital, Great Falls, Mont.;
Our Lady of Lourdes Academy,
Wallace, Idaho; and Mary
I mmacul ate School, DeSmet,
I daho. She also did social
service work in Spokane,
incl udi ng at Catholic Charities.
Si ster Rosalie was the last
surviving sibl ing in her family.
Vigil service was Nov. 2 at
Mount St. Joseph, followed by
the f uneral Mass on Nov. 3.
Burial was at Holy Cross
Cemetery. •

Rosalie
Dionne, SP
Sister
Rosalie
Dionne, age
96, died October 30 at Mount
St. Joseph, Spokane. She h
been a Si ster of Providence
74 years.
The youngest of 12 chi l 
dren, she was born Rosalie
Blanche Dionne on April 16,
1905, at St. Epiphane, Quebec,
Canada, the daughter of Amable
and Emma (Bouche) Dionne.
In 1927, she entered the
novi ti ate of the Sisters of
Providence at the Motherhouse
in Montreal. In 1928, she made
her f irst profession of vows,
received Si ster Marie

Esther
Dufault, SP
Sister
Esther Dufault,
age 84, died
November 8 at
St. Joseph Residence in
Seattl e. She had been a Sister
of Providence for 63 years.
One of five chi ldren of
Peter Noel and Dulcina
(Beaul auri er Dufault), Esther
Mary Dufault was born
February 1, 1917, in Yakima.

Mrs. Jeannette Drouin,
cousin of Sister Madeleine
Monica Fortier, SP, died Novem
ber 7 in Quebec.
Bill Markel, nephew of Sister
Katherine Ann Markel, SP, died
November 8 in Portland.
Kathleen Seifert, cousin of
Sister Clare Lentz, SP, and
Marilyn Sendek, PA, died
November 13 in Seattle.
Sister Pearl Herard, SP, of
Holy Angels Province, died
November 15 in the infirmary at
Providence Centre, Edmonton.

In 1938, she entered the
novi ti ate of the Sisters of
Providence in Seattle. She
professed fi rst vows in 1939 and
received Si ster Marcella Ann as
her name in religion. She made
perpetual vows in 1942.
Si ster Esther graduated from
the University of Great Falls
with a B.A. in educati on in
1944, then began a long career
in the educati on field. Her
assi gnments incl uded Sacred
Heart School, Tacoma; St.
Patrick School, Walla Walla; St.
Joseph Academy and School,
Yakima; Holy Family School,
Seattle; Providence Academy,
Vancouver; St. Finbar School,
Burbank, Calif.; St. Michael
School, Olympia; Holy Rosary
School, Sun Valley, Calif.; and
Providence Child Center,
Portl and. She also served in
pastoral care at Providence
Yakima Medical Center. She
reti red to St. Joseph Residence
in West Seattl e in 1987.
Si ster Esther is survived by
her si ster and four brothers:
A nnette Sorenson, Leon Dufault,
and Conrad Dufault, all of
Prosser, Wash.; Marcel Dufault,
Moxee, Wash., and Emile
Dufault, San Carlos, Calif.
Vigil Service was held
November 12 at St. Joseph
Residence. Funeral Mass was
cel ebrated November 13
followed by burial at Calvary
Cemetary, Seattl e. •

