Briefs

Ordination
Anniversary Deacon Adams
Providence Associate
Deacon Emile Adams Jr.
celebrated the 25th
anniversary of his ordination
in May at a Solemn Mass of
Thanksgiving at St Bernadette
Church, Los Angeles. ●

New PA in Seattle, Jeanne Bouten
Jeanne Bouten, of Seattle, was welcomed as a new
Providence Associate at a commitment ceremony in the
chapel at St. Joseph Residence on
April 16. Jeanne works in ﬁnancial
management and is a member of
the Vocation/Communications
Advisory Group that helps get the
word out about the lives and works
of the Sisters of Providence. ●

Sr. Anna Loan goes to
Vietnam to teach

12 ●

Anna Loan Nguyen, SP, is in
her native country Vietnam until
December to teach third-year theology
students at the Inter-congregational
Institute in Ho Chi Minh City. ●

A new “habit”?
Srs. Georgette & Dorothy become
bikers for hospice

Georgette Bayless, SP

Sisters Dorothy Klingele,
78, and Georgette Bayless, 82,
donned bikers’ leather in June to
help raise $3,000 for Providence
Hospice of Snohomish County,
which Sister Georgette founded 26
years ago. The sisters climbed on
Harleys behind John Ziemer and Dean
Felthous and
rode 47 miles
in the “Angel
Ride” beneﬁt. ●

Dorothy Klingele, SP

Nimble ﬁngers
Sisters Gabrielle
Nguyen (left) and Lang
Tran put their talents
to work preparing 400
eggrolls for the Provincial
Chapter in August. ●

Sr. Karin Dufault as
CHA chair-elect
Karin Dufault, SP, RN, Ph.D.,
has been elected as chairpersonelect of the Catholic Health
Association (CHA). Sister Karin
is vice president of mission
leadership for Providence
Health System. She will serve
as CHA chair in 2005-06. ●

Special presentation
Sr. Marta Alvear, Provincial Superior of Provincia
Bernarda Morin, pictured with General Superior Kathryn
Rutan, presented a wood carving of Mother Bernarda
to the sisters of Mother Joseph Province at vespers
the night before
the annual Jubilee
celebration in Seattle
in June. The carving
joins the one of
Mother Joseph that
hangs in the front
corridor of Mount St.
Joseph in Spokane. ●

Sr. Louisa
Hageman’s 100th
Flowers and friends ﬁlled the
room on July 7 when Sister Louisa
Hageman celebrated her 100th
birthday at Mount St. Joseph,
Spokane. Sister Louisa, who has
been a Sister of Providence for 74
years, advised those
who want to live a
long life to “work
hard, eat oatmeal and
pray for peace.” ●

Sr. Fe Sumalde nominated
in Yakima
Fe Sumalde, SP, was nominated
for Yakima Valley’s 2004 One World,
One Valley Award for “unsung
heroes.” A pastoral care associate
at Yakima Regional Medical and
Cardiac Center, Sister Fe is on call
24 hours a day to provide patients
and their families with spiritual
and emotional support. ●

Stained glass window
donated in Worley
Sisters gathered at St. Michael’s Church in Worley, Idaho,
in May to view the renovated and enlarged building and the
stained glass window Mother Joseph Providence donated.
Some items
in the church
had been part
of the chapel
in the school
at DeSmet,
Idaho. ●

(Photo by Mike Rapp)
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Rachel Hofmeister, SP
(Sister Mary Rachel)

S

ister Rachel Hofmeister
died May 20 at St. Joseph
Residence, Seattle, at the age
of 77. She had been a Sister of
Providence for 59 years.
A delightful sense of humor,
a sunny disposition
and deep concern
for others made
Sister Rachel’s
presence a gift in
classrooms and
ofﬁces throughout
the province. Her
essential joie de
vivre shown forth in
a saying she liked,
“Life is uncertain.
Eat dessert ﬁrst.” Sister Rachel’s
lighthearted joy in living
leavened a ministry ﬁrm in
faith and conﬁdence in Divine
Providence.
Born February 5, 1927, in
Glendive, Mont., and baptized
Arvella Mary, Rachel was the
eldest of four children of
Margaret Kastner and Andrew
Hofmeister, a school teacher.
Her parents instilled in their
children the importance of
education and service to others.
When she was 3, the family
moved to Yakima. “I remember
Lorraine (her sister, now also
a Sister of Providence) and I
walked up and down the aisles
of the train to Yakima, making
friends and eating oranges
people had given us,” Rachel
said. Once in Yakima, the pair
skipped off to kindergarten
together to enjoy the wonders
of reading, printing, art and
music. This was the beginning
of a lifelong love of music for
Rachel. Her mother sewed for
the Sisters of Providence and in
return they taught the children
piano.
In kindergarten the two
sisters were so thirsty for
learning and were so good

at their lessons that they
were advanced together to
second grade at St. Joseph
School. These years saw
the development of both a
profound love of learning
and heartfelt devotion to the
Sisters of Providence. “I wanted
to be a sister from ﬁrst grade
on up. I even had something
I called my ‘sister
box’ with things
in it a sister could
use for teaching,”
she recalled.
During high school
her desire was
strengthened
during Vocation
Week, when the
Hofmeister girls and
their classmates
at St. Joseph Academy took
the train to Seattle to witness
a profession ceremony of the
Sisters of Providence.
Arvella Mary entered
the postulancy in July of
1944. Eleven months later,
she was delighted that her
sister Lorraine entered the
community. Arvella Mary
became a novice in January of
1945. She made ﬁrst vows in
July 1946, taking the name in
religion of Mary Rachel, and
made ﬁnal vows in July 1949.
She received her bachelor’s
degree in education from
the College of Great Falls in
1963. Sister Rachel served as a
teacher at Sacred Heart School,
Tacoma (1946-47), St. Catherine
School, Seattle (1947-49), St.
Vincent Academy, Walla Walla
(1949-50), and Immaculate
Conception School, Fairbanks
(1950-54). She took special
delight in teaching ﬁrst graders
to read and sharing with them
the wonder of learning.
Sister Rachel was also a
teacher at Providence Academy,
Vancouver, Wash. (1954-56),
St. Joseph Academy, Yakima
(1956-57), and Providence
High School, Burbank (1957-63,
➺ ➺
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Rachel Hofmeister, SP
(Sister Mary Rachel)
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67-75). She was principal
at Providence Academy,
Vancouver (1963-64) and
Catholic Junior High,
Anchorage (1964-67).
In 1975, Sister Rachel was
asked to serve as assistant
to Sister Mary Gleason, then
the provincial secretary.
She next served for a year
as assistant to Jack Brown,
president of the health care
corporations of the Sisters
of Providence. In 1979, she
began a six-year ministry as
assistant provincial superior,
then had a writing internship
in the department of Public
Relations at the Sisters of
Providence corporate ofﬁce.
She then was invited to
work as a project writer and
newsletter editor at Good
Health Plan of Oregon in a
ministry that extended into
caring for the employees.
She listened to them, offered
her wisdom and often was
present at their important
events such as weddings,
baby showers and funerals.
Sister Rachel retired
to St. Joseph Residence in
Seattle in 1995. Vigil service
was held May 22 and the
Funeral Mass was celebrated
May 23, both at St. Joseph
Residence. Burial was at
Calvary Cemetery. Surviving
immediate family includes
Lorraine Hofmeister, SP, of
Portland; Jerry & Shirley
Hofmeister of Vancouver,
Wash.; and Jean Randall of
Portland. ●

Elizabeth Sandmeyer, SP
(Sister Martha of
Providence)

S

ister Elizabeth Sandmeyer
died June 13 at St. Joseph
Residence, Seattle, at the age
of 86. She had been a Sister of
Providence for 63 years.
Known for her abounding
energy, social and global
insights, and concern for
the poor, Sister Elizabeth
was always on the move
to make the world a better
place. She actively helped
the marginalized and those
neglected by the system.
“Being a Sister of Providence
has helped me be available
to their struggle,” she said.
“In faith, I believe my call to
be a Sister of Providence is
a challenge to help change
the structures of society so
peace and social justice can be
realities.”
The youngest of four
children, Elizabeth was born
August 8, 1917, in the then
small town of Yakima, child of
John Joseph and Ellen (Devine)
Sandmeyer. Her father had
worked at one of the local
lumber mills when she was
growing up. Like her two sisters
and brother, she attended
Catholic schools. She graduated
from St. Joseph Academy, where
her love began for a higher
education, especially in the
arts. She then attended Seattle
University where she was active
in theater using her talents of
acting, singing and dancing.
“I didn’t know the sisters
well then. I was more interested
in getting a college education
than in religious life,” she
said. “I had a friend who had
entered the Community. When
I was in college, I used to go
out to West Seattle to visit
her. She seemed so satisﬁed
and peaceful each time I saw
her. That intrigued me. I was
restless and dissatisﬁed. By my
third year of college, I knew the
stage was not the answer. The
thought of entering religious
life kept coming at me. I didn’t
like it at ﬁrst, and I resisted.
But it was a call. That was a
hard struggle, but faith made
the response. I made the
decision as an act of faith.”
Elizabeth became a
postulant in 1940 and a novice

in 1941. She made ﬁrst vows
in 1942, receiving the name of
Sister Martha of Providence.
She professed perpetual
vows in 1945. She received a
bachelor’s degree in literature
from Seattle University in 1943,
a master’s degree in literature
from Notre Dame University in
1960, and a master’s degree in
social gerontology
from Columbia
University in 1972.
After
profession, Sister
Elizabeth was
sent into high
schools to teach.
She taught English
and drama, and
occasionally
religion, science,
French and algebra, at St.
Joseph Academy, Yakima (194243), Providence Academy,
Vancouver (1943-45, 52-55,
59-60), Holy Rosary School,
Moxee (1948-49), St. Vincent
Academy, Walla Walla (1949-52,
57-59), and Providence High
School, Burbank (1960-66).
In 1968, while at the
University of San Francisco for
a year of renewal, a university
ofﬁcial recommended her
for a job teaching at Union
City [California] Public High
School. Sister Elizabeth taught
English and also English as a
Second Language (ESL) there
for a year. Then in 1970, she
went to Columbia University
in New York on a grant to
study social gerontology. “My
research was done in home
care, which later became
The Chore Service Program
of 1974, heavily funded out
of the Older Americans Act.
While at Columbia, I spent
summers in a home care
project called Mountain
Empire, outside of San Diego,
as a practicum related to my
studies. Then I accepted a job
with the Center on Aging for
the Diocese of San Diego.” In
this program, Sister Elizabeth
trained parish volunteers in
visiting homebound elderly.
She organized groups of older
adults and even taught them
dancing and body ﬁtness.
In 1975, Sister Elizabeth
was project director for
the federally funded Foster
Grandparents Program at
Providence Child Center in
Portland. She returned to

Yakima from 1979 to 1982 to
work for the State of Washington
as supervisor of a chore service
program. Then parish ministry
became part of her life. She taught
ESL and helped with the Rite of
Christian Initiation for Adults
at St. Finbar Parish in Burbank.
She then helped develop base
communities at St. Theresa Parish
in Federal Way, Wash.
In 1990, Sister
Elizabeth returned to
working with the elderly
at Heritage House in
downtown Seattle and
helped provide pastoral
care services. “I’ve always
enjoyed the elderly. From
my ﬁrst days with the
Community, I lived and
worked with our elderly
sisters, and came to know them
and to appreciate this stage in
life,” she reﬂected. “Both ends of
the continuum, the elderly and
children, need our attention. All
the needs that concern me come
down to the issue of justice.
Somehow, we must become
involved, changing the causes of
injustice, many of which are due
to a lack of balance in economic
resources.”
From 1992 to 1998 she was a
volunteer ESL teacher at Seattle’s
community colleges and at the
immigrant service agencies.
She was given the Washington
Distinguished Citizen award
in 1994 for her work with ESL
students.
In April 1997, she visited the
Sisters of Providence mission in
Haiti. She witnessed ﬁrst hand
the desperate need of a people
faced with rampant poverty,
unemployment, illiteracy,
malnourishment, and disease.
“This journey was both a cultural
sadness and a human joy. I visited
the St. Anne Clinic and School
in Les Cayes, which my brother’s
estate monies helped fund.
There is very little land to work
on, no tools, no water, and the
generator was broken. A typical
Haitian ‘Catch 22,’ but I do believe
Providence is taking care of these
people.”
In early 1998, Sister Elizabeth
retired to St. Joseph Residence,
Seattle, after having dealt with a
cancer surgery. Vigil service was
held June 16 and Funeral Mass was
celebrated June 17. Burial was at
St. James Cemetery, Vancouver,
Wash. Her brother and two sisters
preceded her in death. ●

Florence Mary Gaetz, SP
(Sister Mary Maurice)

S

ister Florence Mary
Gaetz died July 6 at St. Joseph
Residence, Seattle, after 71
years as a Sister of Providence.
She came from a true
pioneer family. Her paternal
grandparents
ﬂed their native
Bavaria to escape
an escalating war
with Germany; her
mother’s family left
Ireland because of
the great famine.
Both families found
their way to the
promising farmlands
around Millersville,
Minn. Eventually
some, including the families of
Florence’s parents, moved to
Canada.
Joseph Gaetz and Ida Lynch
married at Lake Lenore, near
Saskatoon, in Saskatchewan,
Canada, in 1911. The second
of seven children, Florence
was born February 23, 1915,
in Lake Lenore. The family
persevered there for a number
of years before deciding, in
1923, to move to Tumwater. Mr.
Gaetz worked for many years
in the lumber mills, eventually
becoming a foreman.
Mr. and Mrs. Gaetz wanted
their children to have a Catholic
education and made many
sacriﬁces to send them to
Catholic schools. The Gaetzes
literally teamed up with their
dairy farmer neighbors and
took their own children by
wagon to St. Michael’s Parish
School on their twice daily
trips into Olympia. It was there
that Florence ﬁrst became
acquainted with the Sisters of
Providence and was educated
by them. She later attended
Providence Academy, Vancouver.
Florence had thoughts
of becoming a sister since
she was a child. She recalled
mysterious and somewhat
scary recollections of her ﬁrst
encounters with the somberly
robed nuns who visited their
home while on begging tours.
She and her sisters played
“sister” a lot at home, using
their mother’s dish towels for

veils. Later, she felt at ease and
at home with the sisters during
her summer work experiences at
St. Peter Hospital, Olympia.
Florence entered the
postulancy of the Sisters of
Providence in Seattle in 1932.
She became a novice in 1933
and professed temporary vows
in 1934, receiving her name
in religion, Sister
Mary Maurice. She
professed perpetual
vows in 1937. She
received a master’s
degree from the
College of Great
Falls in 1942 and
a master’s degree
in education from
Seattle University
in 1962.
Sister Florence spent 41
years in the ﬁeld of education,
followed by a period of pastoral
care and parish ministry, and
then 19 years with the Emilie
Thrift Shop at Providence Mount
St. Vincent.
Sister Florence ﬁrst served
as a teacher at St. Joseph
Academy, Yakima (1934-40,
44-49). She eventually moved
across the street to the boys’
school, Marquette. She next
taught at Sacred Heart School,
Tacoma (1940-44), St. Vincent
Academy, Walla Walla (1942-43,
54-55), Immaculate Conception
School, Fairbanks (1949-54, 5658), St. Finbar School, Burbank
(1955-56), Holy Family School,
Seattle (1958-61), Catholic
Junior High School, Anchorage
(1961-64), and St. Joseph
School, Vancouver (1965-66).
She was principal at Our Lady
of Lourdes School, Vancouver
(1966-67) and Immaculate
Conception School, Fairbanks
(1967-74). She worked in
medical records at Providence
Hospital, Anchorage (1974-75)
and served in parish ministry at
Holy Rosary Parish (1975-76).
She was director of the Emilie
Shop in Seattle from 1976 to
1995.
Sister Florence used
her organizational and
administrative experience from
her many years teaching to
organize teaching curricula in
Anchorage and Fairbanks. Many
summers she taught religious
vacation school in the Alaskan

bush country. Another highlight
of her teaching years was her
role in the establishment of
Catholic Junior High School
in Anchorage. She spent more
than half of her education
ministry in Alaska, a state she
dearly loved. She was there
during its two big natural
disasters – the Fairbanks ﬂood
and the Anchorage earthquake.
Sister Florence enjoyed
working at the Emilie Shop.
She said of working there,
“This is a great opportunity to
help people. The shop exists
to carry on the tradition of
its namesake, Mother Emilie

Gamelin, by responding to
unmet needs.”
Sister Florence retired at
St. Joseph Residence, Seattle,
in 1995. There she enjoyed
reading and gardening and
created exquisite stuffed
animals which became coveted
prizes at the yearly bazaar
beneﬁting Mount St. Vincent.
Vigil service was July 9
at St. Joseph Residence and
Funeral Mass was celebrated
July 10. Burial was July 10
at Calvary Cemetery, Seattle.
Sister Florence was the last
survivor of her six brothers and
sisters. ●

P

LEASE REMEMBER
IN PRAYER
Mr. Baleto, husband of Regina Baleto,
PA, died early June in Santa Rita, Guam.
Gen Duve, sister of Mary Leona Miller,
SP, died June 2 in Arizona.
Franc Wilson, brother of Mary Wilson,
SP, died June 12 in Laudsdale, Penn.
Jainee Abrera, teacher of religious
studies at Providence High School, died
July 16 in Burbank, Calif.
Carol Madden, sister of Judith
Desmarais, SP, died July 28 in Spokane.
Maureen Ingoldsby Cross, former
employee of St. Joseph Hospital, died
August 9 in Reno, Nev.
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“Blessed with new life throughout the world”

SISTERS LOOK TO THE FUTURE

at General Conference in Chile

By Jessica Taylor, SP

T

he week that the sisters in initial formation from seven countries spent in
Temuco, Chile, in April was a gift not only for the energy but for the spirit that each
sister brought. The theme of the gathering was “Choose Life Now and For the Future.”
We met to envision the future of the community and to share our hopes for our own
formation and our lives as Sisters of Providence in the present and the future.
We had time for sightseeing both before and after the General Conference. Even
more important, we renewed friendships and came to realize how we really are an
international community. We also realized that we will be the ﬁrst sisters to live with the
full understanding and the expectations of a community that is
truly international. With that awareness, we expressed our desire
to have training in the international aspect of the community.
Recommendations by all the sisters present to the General
Conference for an intercultural experience as part of initial
formation included multicultural experiences, an international
canonical novitiate, an international
formation directory, international
identity of the congregation,
and language learning.
The gathering left me with energy,
passion and joy, knowing how blessed
I am to be a sister in formation
at this time in our community’s
Jessica Taylor, SP
development and desire to step out
in the world. I was delighted to
have the opportunity to share with all the sisters present
the result of my discernment regarding my own multicultural
experience. I begin an 11-month immersion experience
with the sisters of the Philippine Sector in September.
Please keep me in your prayers on this journey. ●

www.sistersofprovidence.net

Renewing
friendships
Sisters in early formation and
formation team members who
ﬁrst met at an international
meeting in Edmonton in 2002
welcomed the chance to get
together again at the General
Conference in Chile in April
2004. Pictured are (back row
from left) candidate Margarita
Hernandez, El Salvador; Sisters
Mary Jane (Maja) Balasi,
Philippines; Gerardina Bustos
and Esperanza Medina, Chile;
Jessica Taylor, Spokane; JoAnn
Showalter, Yakima; Celerina
Estacio, Philippines; Margarete
(Maggie) St. John, Edmonton;
Merci Christ Sylmeon, Haiti;
Diane Sarrasin, Haiti; and
Mariana Pena, Chile. Pictured
in front are Sisters Monica de
L. Campillay, El Salvador, and
Estelle Boisclair, Montreal.

