
   Sisters of Providence honor the 
late Msgr. Doogan with liturgy 
and scholarship presentations
 

ather Joseph Doogan was invited to celebrate a special liturgy 
with the Sisters of Providence at St. Joseph Residence in Seattle 
on January 19 in memory of his brother, Monsignor John P. 
Doogan, who worked with the sisters for many years.  January 
22 marked the six-month anniversary of the death of Monsignor 
Doogan.  In his honor, the Leadership Team of Mother Joseph 

Province presented two $2,500 scholarship donations -- one for a student 
at each of the high schools where Msgr. Doogan served as principal.  
      “The Doogan family and the Sisters of Providence have a long and 
cherished history,” said Sister Barbara Schamber, Team Leader/Provincial 
of Mother Joseph Province, in making the scholarship presentation. John 
Doogan was born at Providence Hospital, Seattle, across the street from the 
Doogan family home.  He later worked as an elevator operator at Providence 
and was driving for the sisters at the hospital when he entered the seminary. 
“The very day after his ordination as a priest, John came to Mount St. 
Vincent to celebrate Mass with the Sisters,” Sister Barbara recalled.  His 
first assignments were in places where the Sisters of Providence also served 
in ministry, St. Catherine’s in Seattle and St. Michael’s in Olympia.
      In 1953, he was asked to be the founding principal of Bishop Blanchet High 
School, the first Archdiocese of Seattle co-educational high school, where he served 
in ministry with a number of Sisters of Providence until 1964.  He also served as 
chaplain at Providence Heights College of Sister Formation from 1961 to 1966.  
      In 1966, he was asked to be the founding principal and planner of another 
new high school, John F. Kennedy Memorial, where he again served in ministry 

with a number of Sisters of Providence from 
1964 to 1969.  Monsignor Doogan also gave the 
homily when the statue of Mother Joseph was 
unveiled at Statuary Hall in Washington, D.C. 
      “How fitting the Monsignor died back with 
the Sisters of Providence at Providence Mount St. 
Vincent on July 22, 2003, and that we gather in 
community today in gratitude for his presence 
and ministry among us,” Sister Barbara said.
      The liturgy in Monsignor Doogan’s 
honor also welcomed the General Council 
of the sisters’ international community 
from Montreal to the West for an official 
monthlong visitation (see page 6). The General 
Superior for the international community is 

Kathryn “Kitsy” Rutan, SP, who was a 
member of the province’s Leadership 
Team prior to her election. ●

Sister Carolyn Koreski 
enjoys the dedication 
of Carolyn’s Café with 
Alex Drake, the son 
of a longtime friend 
and co-worker, Cathy 
Johnston (Drake).

Providence 
Centralia 
Hospital 
dedicates 
Carolyn’s Café

The renovated cafeteria 
at Providence Centralia 
Hospital was renamed Carolyn’s 
Café in October in honor of 
Sister Carolyn Koreski.  The 
hospital staff voted to name 
the cafeteria in her honor in 
recognition of her 18 years 
as sister representative and 
patient advocate there.  Sister 
Carolyn, who retired last year, 
blessed the café, which now 
offers gourmet food service.  
She was presented with a 
“free pass” to use whenever 
she visits the hospital.  ●
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Father Joseph Doogan joins in 
remembering his brother, Monsignor 
John P. Doogan (above) at a special 
liturgy at St. Joseph Residence.  
Sharing in the celebration are General 
Superior Kathryn “Kitsy” Rutan, SP,  
and Team Leader/Provincial Barbara 
Schamber, SP.



Virginia Cosner, SP
(Sister Rose Olive)

Sister Virginia 
Cosner took 
seriously the 
words she 
heard at the 
end of a Mass 
two years ago: 
“The Mass is finished, but you 
bring Jesus to whomever you 
meet.” “That is my vocation,” 
she said, “to bring Jesus to 
whomever I meet.” She spoke in 
the self-assured tone that came 
from, at that time, 87 years of 
life, including 70 as a Sister of 
Providence.  She died December 
20 at Mount St. Joseph, 
Spokane.  Surviving immediate 
family members include Rose 
Caplis of Helena, Mont.

Virginia was born in 
Missoula on August 25, 1914, 
to Ruell and Alice (Kellum) 
Cosner. She was the second of 
three children, with a sister 
five years older and a brother 
six years younger. Mr. Cosner 
owned and operated the Cosner 
Hardware Company in Missoula. 
Virginia attended St. Anthony 
Grade School and Missoula High 
School. Her mother died during 
the summer of her freshman 
year. By that September, her 
older sister had become a 
teacher and she and her 6-
year-old brother were sent by 
their father to boarding school 
at Sacred Heart Academy in 
Missoula for education and 
supervision. On weekends, their 
father would bring them home. 

Virginia had the 
responsibility of taking care 
of her younger brother and 
the house. Mr. Cosner married 
Florence Gallagher and they had 
a daughter Rose.

Being so close to the Sisters 
of Providence in boarding 
school, Virginia was attracted 
to their way of life. When 
Sister Agnes Delphine asked 
young Virginia if she ever 
thought about being a sister, 
she had a ready answer. If the 
religious community could 
accept the only sister she had 
ever known – a former ‘flapper 

P LEASE REMEMBER 
      IN PRAYER

Ruth Amelia Learned, mother of Deborah Learned, 
PA,  died November 9, 2003, in Atascadero, Calif.

Dr. Frank DiRocco, former academic dean and professor emeritus of 
biology at the College of Great Falls, died November 23 in Idaho Falls.

David Bishop, husband of Marty Bishop, PA, and a Sacred Heart 
Medical Center employee, died December 1 in Spokane.

Catherine Miller, mother of Sister Mary Alice Miller, 
SP, died December 1 in North Hollywood, Calif.

Ann Newhoff, medical librarian at St. Joseph Medical 
Center, Burbank, died December 2 in Burbank, Calif.

Bud Hubbard, brother-in-law of Sister Lenora 
Donovan, SP, died December 3 in Portland.

Joe Kuglin, son of Stella Janosov, PA, and brother of the late 
Jo Marie Einan, PA, died December 4 in Great Falls, Mont.

George Parent, brother of Sisters Jeannette and Annette 
Parent, SP, died December 21 in Post Falls, Idaho.

S. William McGlynn, father of Barbara Savage, 
PA, died January 14, 2004, in Seattle.

Seraphin Parent, brother of Sisters Gilberte and Jeanne 
Parent, SP, died February 1 in Granby, Quebec, Canada.

Dr. Elmer George, MD,  father of Sister Judy George, 
SP, died February 13 in Missoula, Mont.

Emily Pastro, mother of Sister Maggie Pastro, 
SP, died February 14 in Seattle.

Emily Marie Miller, mother of Barbara Cox, PA, and mother-
in-law of Stuart Cox, PA, died February 17 in Tacoma.

and a fashion plate’ – she was 
certain to be accepted. With her 
father’s permission, in 1931 she 
applied to enter the postulancy 
in Seattle and finished high 
school in her two years of 
novitiate at Mount St. Vincent, 
Seattle. In 1933 she made first 
vows and was given Sister Rose 
Olive as her name in religion. 
She professed perpetual vows in 
1936. 

She received a B.A. degree in 
English from the College of Great 
Falls in 1942.  Sister Virginia’s 
first assignment was St. Thomas 
Children’s Home in Great Falls, 
where she accompanied Sister 
Amelia begging for money to 
operate the orphans’ home. 
“That really opened my eyes 

to the fact that when a family 
breaks up, it is the children 
who suffer most,” she recalled. 
Virginia spent the next four 
decades teaching children, 
serving as a teacher, reading 
specialist, superior and school 
principal. She taught at St. 
Thomas Home, Great Falls (1933-
36, 40-42, 47-49, 52-53, 56-62, 
68-76); Our Lady of Lourdes 
Academy, Wallace, Idaho, 
(1936-40, 51-52, 62-66); St. 
Francis Xavier School, Missoula 
(1942-47, 49-51); and St. Gerald 
School, Great Falls (1947-49, 
53-56). 

After she received special 
training in Washington, D.C., 
she spent the last seven years 
of teaching in a Montessori 

classroom. She once wrote, “The 
training and experience with 
children had a profound effect 
on my life. You must go through 
a conversion – a change of 
values, a respect for life and 
for your environment. The 
realization of the uniqueness 
of the individual has influenced 
my life. In Montessori, I could 
let the children go at their own 
rate and be the way they were 
without having the pressure 
of putting them into a mold. 
The results of respecting the 
child’s way and rate of learning 
brought about marked growth 
in children and caused me to 
grow in respect of my own 
uniqueness and that of others. 
Montessori put me in touch 
with the mystery of the human 
person.”

Sister Virginia also served 
as administrator of St. Thomas 
Home in Great Falls, and 
while doing this was involved 
with United Way, Focus on 
Children, Malmstrom Air Force 
Base, St. Thomas Camp, and 
several boards working for 
the betterment of neglected, 
handicapped and dependent 
children. She was very active in 
social justice concerns in the 
Northwest and while she was a 
student in Washington, D.C. 

Her last ministries were 
in pastoral care. She served 
as activity director with the 
senior sisters in Spokane and 
then as parish visitor at St. 
Gerard Parish in Great Falls.  
She considered pastoral care 
ministry to the sisters as a 
gift. “One of the greatest 
gifts has been to be with our 
dying sisters,” she wrote. “The 
unfamiliarity and fear of death 
has disappeared. Our sisters die 
very peacefully and lovingly in 
the Lord. We sing and pray and 
celebrate their passing. I have 
grown through the experience 
with the death and dying of 
our sisters.”

Whenever she moved into 
a new neighborhood, Sister 
Virginia introduced herself 
gradually to the neighbors 
within a two-block radius. She 
wrote,  “After a few months I 
was able to greet the neighbors 
and they knew the sisters were 
close. About a week after I had 
called on an elderly lady with a 
sickly husband and a retarded 

Rest in 
    Peace
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Dixie Lee 
Mulvaney, SP
(Sister Anita Marie)

Sister Dixie Lee 
Mulvaney died 
December 21 at her 
home in Spokane 
at the age of 68.  
She had been a 
Sister of Providence 
for 50 years.

The eldest of 
two children, Dixie was born 
February 20, 1935, in Spokane 
to Jack and Kay (Boehl) 
Mulvaney. The family was very 
close and loved each other 
dearly. Dixie attended Catholic 
schools, except for one year. 
The family moved around 
quite a bit when Dixie was a 
child. She wrote, “I’ve always 
considered it an act of Divine 
Providence which brought us 
back to Vancouver, where we 
had lived earlier, so that I could 
attend Providence Academy 
for my last three years of high 
school.” She graduated from 
PAV in 1953.

Dixie held the sisters 
“in the highest esteem and 
affection.”  It was in her senior 
year at PAV that she decided to 
enter the Sisters of Providence. 

son, I received a phone call at 
3 a.m. one morning. The son 
said, ‘My dad just died and Mom 
wants you to come.’ When I 
reached the house, the son and 
the mother were sitting in the 
dining room with a policeman. I 
was happy that the son and the 
mother felt free to call me to be 
with them in their loss.”

Due to the effects of an 
aneurism, Sister Virginia moved 
to Mount St. Joseph, Spokane, 
in 1986. Throughout her life, 
she helped people come alive 
– exuding the joy to be alive. 
She was an active person and 
an engaging conversationalist. 
She enjoyed cooking, painting, 
making music and singing.   
     Sister Virginia greatly loved 
being with people – children, 
teenagers, adults, seniors, 
and the sisters. She loved her 
community and enjoyed her 
ministries. ●

She wrote, “One thing that 
helped me to decide was a 
retreat made during this year at 
Mount St. Vincent given by Rev. 
Father Anthony Throckmorten. 
Some of my teachers were also 
a very wonderful help during 
those days of decision.” Her 
family supported her in the 
decision to become a sister. Her 
mother later told Dixie that she 
had prayed a long time that God 
would call one of her daughters 
to the religious life.

The summer after her 
graduation, Dixie entered the 
postulancy in Seattle along 
with three other close friends 
and classmates from PAV. She 
became a novice in 1954, made 
first vows in 1955 and received 
Sister Anita Marie as her name 
in religion.  She professed final 
vows in 1958. She received a 
B.S. degree in education from 
the College of Great Falls in 
1964, an M.A. in administration 
from Marquette University, a 
B.A. in drama from Gonzaga 
University in 1977 and an M.A. 
in culture and spirituality from 
Holy Names College in 1984; as 
well as teaching and principal’s 
credentials for the states of 
Montana and Washington.

Sister Dixie ministered 
chiefly in the fields of 
education and social work: 
teaching at Holy Family 
School, Seattle (1955-
57); St. Patrick School, 
Walla Walla (1957-60); 
St. Gerard School, Great 
Falls (1960); St. Joseph 

Academy, Sprague (1960-62); 
Our Lady of Lourdes Academy, 
Wallace, Idaho, ((1962-64); St. 
Francis Xavier School, Missoula 
(1964-76); and DeSales High 
School (1977-83). Teaching 
was a very fulfilling ministry 
for Sister Dixie. She loved the 
young people, especially eighth 
and eleventh graders. Drama 
was one of the great loves of 
her life. She acted in and was 
involved with many productions, 
both during her teaching years 
and afterwards.

After years as a grade and 
high school teacher, Dixie began 
volunteering to teach English 
as a Second Language to poor 
immigrants. When hip surgery 
stopped her from going into the 
classroom, she began teaching 
the classes at home rather than 
give up the work. “It matters to 
me to see somebody take hold 

of their life and say, ‘I’m a 
good person; I can do this.’  
I try to get them in touch with 
their gifts and abilities to help 
balance their lives.”

Sister Dixie became a 
member of the sisters’ formation 
team from 1984 to 1988. In 
1988, she became a staff 
member at Miryam’s House of 
Transition for Women, Spokane, 
until 1995. She worked with 
women recovering from abuse 
and addictions. She wrote, 
“Witnessing others grow in the 
realization of their giftedness 
and spirituality delights my 
heart.” People searching for a 
way to help the needy during 
the holidays contacted Sister 
Dixie because they knew she 
devoted her time and energy 
to helping the poor. Lay people 
gave her items and money to 
pass along, and she delighted 
in canvassing the secondhand 
stores looking for bargain 
clothing for babies and children. 
One winter, when she forayed 
into department stores for 
shopping carts full of boots on 
sale, she left the salesclerks 
wondering just how many 
children she had at home!

In 1992 she was elected to 
the Provincial Council of the 
Sisters of Providence and served 
through 1999. Her ministry as a 
provincial council member in the 
former St. Ignatius Province was 
a privileged time for growing 
closer to the sisters.

She had many special 
interests, including outreach 
with the poor, creation-centered 
earth spirituality, creating 
prayer and liturgical experiences, 
involvement in peace and 
justice issues, and dabbling in 
theatrical adventures. Whenever 
she discovered that a film crew 
would be in town, she would try 
to show up at the action. She 
spent hours watching the filming 
of the movies “Benny and Joon” 
and “Dante’s Peak.”

Sister Dixie also enjoyed 
photography, dance, crafts, and 
attending theater and films. 
She enjoyed being with her cat, 
Tommy, and the neighborhood’s 
cats. She dearly loved her 
cat Precious One, who is now 
deceased. She loved being with 
friends, reconnecting with 
former students, and spending 
time with her sister Kathy and 

her children and grandchildren, 
all in Spokane.

Even during this past 
year, Sister Dixie continued 
her many charitable acts. She 
supported other chemotherapy 
patients while she herself was 
going through chemotherapy. 
She was always upbeat and 
ready to listen. She also 
collected over twenty boxes 
of toys (dressed bears, dolls, 
wagons, etc.) to be taken 
to “Our Place” for Christmas 
presents to the needy. She 
began to work on this project 
from December 26, 2002, until 
the last few days before her 
death.

Sister Dixie wrote the 
following letter to be read 
during her funeral liturgy:

Dear Ones, As I left you, 
my last breath did not say 
“goodbye,” for my love for 
you is truly timeless. I leave 
my thoughts, my laughter, my 
dreams to you whom I have 
treasured. I give you what no 
thief can steal, the memories 
of our times together: the 
tender, love-filled moments, 
the successes we have shared, 
the hard times that brought 
us closer together and the 
roads we have walked side 
by side. I also leave you a 
solemn promise that I will 
still be present, whenever and 
wherever you call on me. My 
energy will be drawn to you 
whenever you are in need, 
call me; I will come to you. I 
truly enter my new life as a 
millionaire, taking your love 
and the many memories that 
we have shared. My roots and 
yours are forever intertwined.   
      Love, Dixie

Sister Dixie greatly loved 
her religious community and 
was proud to be a Sister of 
Providence. She was always 
involved in the life and 
ministry of the community. 
Surviving family members 
include her sister, Kathy 
Mulvaney of Spokane, nephew 
Chris Mulvaney, niece Laura 
Camacho, grandnephew and 
grandniece Brandon and Kayla 
Camacho, and cousins Judy 
MacCulloch and Stephanie 
Kreshal. ●

 ● 15  

 



C
a

ri
ta

s

A publication for the Sisters of Providence and Friends   ●  SPRING 2004

CARITAS is published  

by The Office of 

Communications,  

Sisters of Providence,

Mother Joseph 

Province. 

Jennifer E. Roseman, 

Director of   

Communications & 

Development

Sisters of Providence
Provincial Administration, Mother Joseph Province
9 East Ninth Avenue
Spokane, WA 99202-1295

Non Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Spokane, WA 

Permit #4

●

www.sistersofprovidence.net

As a novice, 
Catherine Chan 
is trying out a 
number of new 
things, including 
ikebana flower 
arrangement.
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here’s something about Catherine Chan that 
automatically brings a smile.  Her manner is 
bright, cheery and slightly mischievous, making 
her seem like a longtime friend even at first 
meeting.  Sisters in Mother Joseph Province 
have been delighted to get to know her since she 

moved into the novitiate in Spokane at the end of August, 
bringing with her lots of laughter and easy banter. 

The surroundings and the sisters are different than the ones 
she has known since she entered the community as a postulant 
in Edmonton, Alberta, but Catherine fits 
in well in this place where she will 
spend a year.  Between novitiate 
class, religious study at Gonzaga 
University and helping at a parish 
school, she stays busy.  However, she 
still has found time for recreational 
activities like an ikebana flower 
arrangement class next door at St. 
Joseph Family Center.  “I’m not an artist 
and I have no idea about it, but I try,” 
she says with a laugh.  “I am learning in 
different ways, different perspectives as 
I look into my relationship with God.”

Just like the students, Catherine is 
learning through her ministry of helping 
a teacher with 30 third-graders at 
St. Aloysius School.  She admires the way students in North 
America have access to lots of resources and learn in a variety 
of ways, “not just from books but from outside activities.”  The 
discipline also is very different, “very free,” which can be a plus 
and a minus, she suggests.  Her free time is full of prayer, quiet 
time and fun time, including playing cards, watching videos and 
needling her new friend, Sister Lang Tran, who recently completed 
her transfer from a religious community based in Vietnam.

Teasing her “big sister” Lang is one of the joys of the Novitiate 
House, where “all the sisters are supportive and we get along 
well,” Catherine says. Having an Asian sister as a companion here 
has been a special blessing, she explains.  “We are from close 
cultures but not exactly the same, so we tease each other.”  The 
two have fun shopping at an Asian food store and cooking.  
“She has taught me many things already,” Catherine says of 

New face in the province
 Catherine Chan comes to Novitiate House

T
Sister Lang, “like how to grow in community.  
Having a companion makes a difference, just like 
in married life, family life or with brothers and 
sisters.  It gives you more energy to get going.”  

Born and raised in Hong Kong, Catherine moved with 
her family to Canada in 1992.  She is the youngest of the 
family’s three girls. After graduating from high school, she 
took a secretarial course and later studied English as a Second 
Language.  Before entering the religious community, Catherine 
was a data entry employee for nearly eight years for a garment 

manufacturing company before it 
closed.  “That moment I felt God was 
kind of giving me the right chance,” 
Catherine recalls.  “It was unexpected.  
I think that’s God’s plan.  I’m following 
His plan; doing it my way.”

The mysteries of God’s plan 
brought her to the Sisters of       

Providence, Catherine  
says.  “I never 
searched for it; 
it just came                       
by chance.”  
Growing up in a 
Catholic family 
in Calgary, she 
had attended the 
neighborhood 

church every Sunday and attended events like the sisters’ 
jubilee in Edmonton.  Her parents, who taught catechism, 
knew a Chinese sister who was helping to teach religious 
education classes in their parish.  A priest from Hong Kong 
by way of Australia came to visit, and Catherine’s mother 
asked her to be the driver for a tour around the province. 

 “By chance, I met this sister …” Catherine explains. 
“She was welcoming and nice and she welcomed me to join 
in the functions and activities.”  Catherine continued to do 
so on and off for the next four or five years.  “I got to know 
the group of sisters she lived with,” Catherine recalls.  “I 
started my journey at that time, just to help my spiritual 
life, not to be a sister.  It was one step, one step, one 
step…”  Where the steps lead is up to God, she believes. ●


