
Frank T. 
Weidinger, 
PA

Frank T. 
Weidinger, 
86, died February 16 at his 
home in Camas, Wash.  He and 
his wife, Pat (Halla), a former 
Sister of Providence,  have been 
Providence Associates since 
1991.  

He was born March 26, 1917, 
in Ballantine, Mont., where he 
grew up on the family farm.  He 
received a bachelor’s degree 
from Marquette University 
and went to St. Edward’s 
Seminary in Kenmore, Wash., 
becoming ordained as a priest 
in June 1944.  He ministered 
to parishes in the Great Falls-
Billings, Mont., diocese for 30 
years, including 21 years at 
St. Gabriel’s Church, Chinook, 
Mont., from 1950 to 1971.  He 
asked for a leave of absence 
in August 1974 and moved to 
Morden, Manitoba, where he 
worked in a nursing home.  
In January 1975, he married 
Patricia Halla and they moved 
back to the states in 1976 with 
their 6-month-old daughter, 
Mary Pat, and settled in Camas.

Mr. Weidinger went to work 
at Highland Terrace Nursing 
Home as an activity director. 
In 1977 he began work as a 
custodian for the Camas School 
District, continuing there until 
he retired in 1994.  His ministry 
as a Providence Associate was 
in the nursing home, where he 
visited at least weekly if not 
more often to help residents 
and pray with them.

He was diagnosed with 
Parkinson’s disease in 1996 and 
suffered a stroke in October 
2000.  For the past few years he 
was confi ned to his wheelchair, 
then was bedridden in the last 
few months, but he continued 
to minister to others in his 
quiet, prayerful manner.   

Melvin F. 
Tamberg, PA

Melvin 
Francis Tamberg, 
74, died March 5 in Mission 
Hills, Calif.  He and his wife 
of 43 years, Bebe, have been 
Providence Associates for about 
15 years.  

He was born April 11, 1929, 
in San Francisco, the third son 
of immigrants from Estonia.  He 
earned a bachelor’s degree in 
business from the University 
of California and was a real 
estate appraiser for more than 
45 years.  

A Vigil and Rosary were 
held at Mission Hills Catholic 
Mortuary on March 9.  Mass of 
Christian Burial was celebrated 
March 10 at Mission San 
Fernando Rey de Espana Mission 
Chapel.  Internment was at San 
Fernando Mission Cemetery.

Cardinal Roger Mahony 
celebrated a memorial Mass 
for Mr. Tamberg on Easter 
Monday, April 12, at St. Charles 
Borromeo Church in North 
Hollywood.

In addition to his wife, 
Mr. Tamberg is survived by 
two sons, Tod and Scott.  The 
family requested that donations 
be made in his memory to 
the Diabetic Foot Center at 
Providence St. Joseph Medical 
Center, 501 S. Buena Vista St., 
Burbank, CA 91505. ●

Gabrielle Nguyen, 
CMR, gets to 
know the Sisters 
of Providence

Rest in 
    PeacePeace

He is survived by his wife, 
Pat; a daughter, Mary Pat, and 
her husband, Chet; a sister, 
Helen Dietzman of Camas; 
and two brothers, Charles of 
Clovis, Calif., and Gregory of 
Billings, Mont., as well as two 
granddaughters, Kylie and Ava.  
Mass of Christian Burial was 
celebrated February 20 at St. 
Thomas Church, followed by 
burial at the Camas cemetery. 
●

“Come “Come 
      and See”      and See”

Working in the garden

Gabrielle 
Nguyen, CMR

After maintaining contact with 
the Sisters of Providence for more 
than a year, Sister Gabrielle Nguyen, 
CMR, is taking a closer look.  She is 
living with sisters in Spokane in a 
“Come and See” experience to explore 
whether a transfer of vows into the 
community would be right for her.
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