We’re on the
radio!

Key collaborators on the project
to create the book include (from
left) Marilyn Thordarson, Betty
Harrington, PA; Charlene
Clark and Sister Pam White.

The book provides insightful context,
including what was happening to the nursing
profession, to health care in general, and to
Sacred Heart Hospital during those years. It
also oﬀers glimpses of the Sisters of Providence who taught at the school, the many
nurses who studied there, and the alumni
who continue to revere the time spent there.
“Living the Legacy” was commissioned
by the Sacred Heart School of Nursing
Alumni Association and was produced and
published through generous donations.
Proceeds for the sale will establish an
endowed nursing scholarship fund.
The book was written by Marilyn
Thordarson, former director of public
relations and marketing for Sacred Heart
Medical Center, with Betty Harrington, PA,
a retired nurse and former director of the
School of Nursing; alumni Charlene Clark
and Virginia Hutton, and Pam White, SP,
volunteer archivist for the medical center.
“Living the Legacy: A History of Sacred
Heart School of Nursing” is priced at $40
including tax. (Shipping and handling is $6
per book.) It is available from the Public
Relations Department at Sacred Heart
Medical Center, PO Box 2555, Spokane
WA 99220-2555. For more information,
send an e-mail to servinp@shmc.org. ●

A

t the invitation of Sacred Heart Radio,
Catholic Radio for the Northwest (AM 970
in the greater Spokane area), Sisters of
Providence are participating in a series of 5minute radio interviews. The ﬁrst program,
on Nov. 4, was an interview with Marilyn
Thordarson, Betty Harrington, PA, and Sister
Pam White about “Living the Legacy: A
History of Sacred Heart School of Nursing.”
Other interviews scheduled
through the end of the year are:
Nov. 18 – Sister Rosalie Locati, on her
ministry at Sacred Heart Medical Center;
Dec. 2 – Provincial Councilor
Charlotte Van Dyke, SP, on ministries
to women and children in need;
Dec. 16 – Sr. JoAnn Showalter,
on reclaiming the Earth; and
Dec. 30 – Sr. Barbara Schamber, on
writing a history of the community.
A new interview will be broadcast
every other week at 7 a.m. Tuesday, 7
p.m. Wednesday, and 11 a.m. Saturday.
You can also listen to past interviews at
any time on the radio station’s website at
http://www.sacredheartradio.org. (You’ll
also ﬁnd a link to the radio station on
the Sisters of Providence website, http://
www.sistersofprovidence.net). ●
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t was a whirlwind nearly
monthlong canonical visitation that the
General Leadership Team concluded
on September 30. Provincial Superior
Kathryn Rutan and General Councilors
Rollande Malo, Claudette Chènier,
Elizabeth Kaczmarczyk, Marìa Antonieta
Trimpay and Alba Letelier arrived in
Seattle on September 5. The sisters of
Mother Joseph Province delighted in
the Montreal visitors’ oﬃcial meetings
with individual sisters and groups,
but they also enjoyed showing their
visitors a good time as they journeyed
to Portland, Burbank, Yakima, Great
Falls, Spokane and back to Seattle.
A lot of activity was packed into the
General Leadership Team’s days and
nights in the Paciﬁc Northwest.
In Seattle they toured ministries, took
a ferry ride to Blake Island’s Tillicum
Village for dinner and entertainment,
visited the Space Needle and took the
Duck Ride. The Portland stop included
a visit to Vancouver, Wash., and a
Mass and vow/renewal of commitment
ceremony for Sisters of Providence and
Providence Associates. In Burbank,
lunch and a tour at Providence High
School were on the calendar. Dinner and
an evening of prayer, followed by Mass
the next morning, were highlights in
Yakima. The drive to Great Falls allowed
time for tours and a brief stop in St.
Ignatius, Mont., on the way to Spokane,
where more tours were scheduled. The
return to Seattle included a meeting with
the Mother Joseph Province Leadership
Team, followed by dinner at Palisades
before the ﬂight home to Montreal.

General Councilor Claudette Chènier
(right) is greeted by former General
Councilor Judith Desmarais.

Members of the General Leadership Team are (from left)
Sisters Elizabeth (Betty) Kaczmarczyk, Rollande Malo,
Treasurer; Alba Letelier, Claudette Chènier, Secretary; Marìa
Antonieta Trimpay, and General Superior Kathryn Rutan.

General Councilor
Claudette greets (from
left) Sisters Margaret
Mary Wilson, Barbara
Schamber and Anna
Loan Nguyen.

General Councilor
Marìa Antonieta
converses with
Sister Rose
Marie Dillman as
Sister Mary Ann
Meyer looks on.

General Superior
Kathryn Rutan is joined
by General Councilor
Elizabeth as she
addresses the sisters.
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Informal discussion
groups were
held throughout
the province.

General Councilor
Elizabeth (center)
shares a moment
with Provincial
Superior Margaret
Botch (left) and Sister
Jeanette Benson.

The traveling was not done yet,
however. Sisters Kathryn and Claudette
also traveled to El Salvador Oct. 36 to visit with the sisters there.
By all accounts, the visits were a success.
As Provincial Superior Margaret Botch
reported in a message to the sisters: “Sister
Kathryn and members of the General Council
hoped that this oﬃcial visit would be an
opportunity to deepen their relationship
with the Sisters of Mother Joseph Province,
to know better the Providence Associates
and collaborators of the province, and to
broaden their understanding and appreciation of the Providence life and mission as it
is being lived in Mother Joseph Province.
They told us that their goals were wonderfully achieved.” The General Leadership
Team’s full report of the visit was to be
sent to Mother Joseph Province following
a conference call with the Province Team.
These photos, taken by Sister Felma
Cerezo in Seattle, are indicative of the warmth
and love with which the General Leadership
Team was received throughout the province. ●

Briefs
New roles at
the Providence
Associate
Executive
Committee
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eri Ann Johnson, PA, will
become executive director of
the Providence Associates on
January 1. She will assume the
position that has been held by
Marie Ilch, PA, who will move
into “a newly created and much
needed position” as executive
secretary. Marie, of Spokane,
has led the team that has put
the systems into place that allow
the Providence Associates to
function as a nonproﬁt entity.
Geri, who is retired and
lives in Republic, Wash., is
president of the Ferry County
Health Foundation. She has
a Ph.D. in health education
and has been a professor at
Ohio State, Virginia Tech, and
the University of Nebraska at
Lincoln. She has worked in
AIDS support and the Pike Place
Market Ministries outreach of
the Anglican Church. She also is
a former director of Providence
Vincent House in Seattle. ●

Geri Ann
Johnson, PA

Marie Ilch, PA

Father Michael Venneri prepares to bless the remodeled chapel at Sacred Heart
Medical Center that has been named in honor of Sister Ethel Richardson.

SHMC Chapel rededication
T

he newly remodeled chapel
on the main ﬂoor of Sacred Heart
Medical Center in Spokane has a new
look, a new altar and a new name in
memory of Sister Ethel Richardson.
At the rededication ceremony in
September, SHMC President Mike
Wilson recalled how managers
responded recently when asked to
describe Sister Ethel in three words.
“They all wanted to use more,”
he said. “Humorous, graceful,
positive, engaging, spiritual,
accepting … she lit up the world.”
Born in East Helena, Mont., Ethel
Richardson mailed her application
to enter the Sisters of Providence on
December 6, 1941, the day before
the attack on Pearl Harbor. In 1944,
after taking ﬁrst vows, she was
assigned to Sacred Heartʼs pediatric
unit and also worked night shift
on a surgical unit. She spent nine
years at the old hospital on Ninth
Avenue, serving as supervisor of
obstetrics from 1946 to 1954. She
returned to Sacred Heart in 1978,
when her former classmate and
lifelong friend Sister Peter Claver
invited her to direct the pastoral care
department. In 1992 Sister Ethel
began serving as administrative
representative, a title that gave her
the freedom to wear as many hats as
needed. She died of cancer in 1997.
At the close of the rededication
ceremony, Father Michael Venneri
blessed the chapel and said,

did before, Sister
Ethel Richardson will
continue to support
those who seek
Godʼs Providence in
times of need.” ●

Sister Ethel
Richardson

New Providence
Associate in
Greater Seattle
Region

A

t a September 23 gathering in
the chapel at St. Joseph Residence,
Seattle, Lori Engelking was received
as a Providence Associate. Lori, of
Tacoma, is a former employee of the
Sisters of Providence Health Plans of
Washington and a former volunteer
at Providence Hospital in Seattle. ●

Lori
Engelking, PA

