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Providence Associates from 
Mother Joseph Province, plus Provin-
cial Councilor Jo Ann Showalter, were 
among the 250 attendees at North 
American Conference of Associates 
and Religious (NACAR) Conference 
2012: A Journey of Blessings, June 
1-2 in Chicago.  The keynote speaker 
was Joyce Rupp, OSM, on “Journeying 
in the Land of Donʼ’t Know.”

Two weeks later they joined their 
counterparts in an annual gathering 
at St. Mary-of-the-Woods, Ind., 
June 17-18.  The gathering came 
on the heels of Providence Event 
2012, with featured speaker Ron 
Rolheiser, OMI, on “Providence: 
Mystical Window on the World.”  

 

Vocare 2012, a vocation 
retreat for young women ages 13 
to 18 who are discerning a call to 
religious life, was held June 26-28 
at Immaculate Heart Retreat Center, 
Spokane.  The retreat was put on by 
a committee of area women religious 
who encourage vocations by putting 
on Twilight Retreats, Busy Person 
Retreats, and handing out vocation 
materials.  Sister Maria Lourdes 
Cleto represented the Sisters of 
Providence in the planning group.

Sisters help cut the 

ribbon at Providence 

High School

August 20, the first day of 
classes at Providence High School 
in Burbank, Calif., was an especially 
festive occasion.  School officials, 
students and Sisters of Providence 
gathered for a ribbon-cutting at 
the science center, with three new 
state-of-the-art science classrooms.  
San Fernando Valley Bishop Gerald 
Wilkerson was present to bless the 
new building.

Sister Lucille Dean, former long-
time principal of Providence High 
School, said completing the science 
labs was “testimony to those who 
prayed and worked and waited and 
always believed in commitment.

The donor wall on the high 
schoolʼ’s campus notes the inspiration 
of Blessed Emilie Gamelin and lists 
the names 
of the 444 
science 
center 
donors. ●
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A full house of 31 young women 
responded to the invitation to 
participate at Vocare 2012.  They 

with each other, in addition to being 
immersed in the rich history of women 
religious in the Inland Northwest.

The retreat was supported by 
donations from the Knights of 
Columbus, the Catholic Daughters 
of the Americas, the Serra Club and 
various religious communities. ●

came from Spokane, Spokane 
Valley, Colbert, Walla Walla, Otis 
Orchards, Kettle Falls, Colville, 
Reardan, Deer Park and Farmington, 
Wash., as well as from Post Falls 
and Coeur dʼ’Alene, Idaho.

Retreat activities included visits 
with sisters from different religious 
communities, tours to ministries 
and sites including Providence 
Sacred Heart Medical Center and 
the campus of Gonzaga University, 
and a trip to Holy Cross Cemeteryʼ’s 
Memorial to the Sisters.  By the 
end of the retreat they had broken 
bread, prayed and worshipped 

Vocare retreat draws young women 

from across the Inland Northwest

Associates gather at WPC 

and at NACAR in Chicago

Both Sisters of Providence and 
Providence Associates from this 
province enjoyed the spiritual 
exchange and fellowship of 
that time together.  ●

KPatty Beattie, OP, has been 
hired by the Sisters of the Holy 
Names of Jesus and Mary and 
the Sisters of Providence as the 
new care coordinator in the 
shared Office of Health and 
Well Being.  Her start date was 
June 29.  She joins Melissa Neff, 
case manager assistant.  ●

New Health & 

Well Being 

coordinator
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On June 29, Sister Sue Orlowski 
took Sisters Cecilia Paganessi and 
Dolores Elwart to a class reunion for 
St. Johnʼ’s Academy in Colfax, Wash.  
Both had taught in elementary school 
there years ago when the Sisters of 
Providence ran the academy.  Sister 
Sue says the two did not expect 
to “know a soul” there, but were 
surprised by the reception they 
received.  When they went through 
the door wearing name tags that 
said Sr. Camilla (Sister Doloresʼ’ 
name in religion) and Sr. Beatrice 
(Sister Ceciliaʼ’s), former students 
swarmed around them.   Another 
Providence sister whose name often 
was mentioned was Sr. Margaret 
Yvonne (Sr. Dorothy Zimny), who was 
unable to attend but was remembered 
fondly by her many former students. 

Some of the former students at the 
reunion were brought to the United 
States from Cuba in the late 1950s 
and early ʻ‘60s, around the time of 
the Bay of Pigs.  Cuban children were 
brought to the states and sent to 
schools all around the country, many 
without their families.  St. Johnʼ’s 
Academy was chosen as one of the 
sites since it had a boarding school.  

Sister Cecilia was surprised by 
how many former students flew in 
from around the country to attend 
the reunion.  They returned to a 
building that is no longer a school 
but has become a parish hall for St. 
Patrickʼ’s Church.  Some remodeling 
has been done, but much of the 
building remains the way it was.  
The statue that formerly was in 
front of the hospital was moved 
to the front of the parish hall.  

Reunion attendees looked at 
pictures from the past and listened 
to the stories about graduatesʼ’ 
memories and their lives now as 
they shared a potluck meal.  ●

Sister Margarita 

Hernandez renews vows

Sister Margarita Hernandez 
renewed her temporary vows on 
August 15 in the chapel at St. Joseph 
Residence, Seattle.  Born in El Salvador, 
Sister Margarita is living with four 
sisters in Seattle while taking classes 
at Seattle Central Community College 
towards a degree in social work. ●

Sister Vilma Franco earns certificate 

in theological and pastoral studies

will help me to continue serving him 
from the realities that we are living 
in this moment in our world.”

Sister Vilma will profess perpetual 
vows on Sunday, October 7, at St. 
Aloysius Church in Spokane.

Congratulations and best wishes, 
Sister Vilma!  ●

Sister Vilma Franco recently 
completed studies for a certificate in 
theology and pastoral studies from 
the Jesuit Institute of the University 
of Santa Clara in Berkeley, Calif.  The 
program helped her to know and to 
understand the dynamics of working 
with Latinos and Anglos in the United 
States, she said.  It also helped her 
to meet with other people who are 
leaders in religious education and 
to learn from their experiences.  
In addition, the program helped 
her to create relationships 
with many people from 
different cultures and to obtain 
a greater understanding of 
the Latino traditions.

“Finally,” she explained, “this 
program helped me to learn many 
things about the history of the 
church and to go deeply into Godʼ’s 
relationship with us and especially 
in my relationship with him. That 

St. Johnʼ’s Academy reunion

Patty Beattie, OP, has been 
hired by the Sisters of the Holy 
Names of Jesus and Mary and 
the Sisters of Providence as the 
new care coordinator in the 
shared Office of Health and 
Well Being.  Her start date was 
June 29.  She joins Melissa Neff, 
case manager assistant.  ●

PA anniversaries 

in Walla Walla
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Phyllis recalled her childhood growing up in 
Spokane and how shocked she was when women 
with children came to the door of the family 
home, seeking help.  “It is a dynamic cycle; the 
more you give, the more you get back,” is a 
lesson Phyllis said she learned from her parents.

The longtime banking executive also 
served for six years as president of the Seattle 
Foundation, which has provided financial support 
to Sojourner Place, now celebrating its 25th year 
of providing housing and support for homeless 
women in transition who are motivated to grow 
and change toward independent living.  

A special celebration of Sojourner Placeʼ’s 
25th anniversary was held from 3 to 6 p.m. 
Saturday, September 22, at nearby Blessed 
Sacrament Parish, 5050 8th Avenue NE, Seattle, 
and University Playground.  All were invited to the 
outdoor celebration filled with friends, food, 
outdoor games and fun for all.  ●

Annual fundraiser benefits 

Sojourner Place ministry

Nearly 200 guests turned out at 
A Cause To Dine For, the annual luncheon to 
benefit Sojourner Place, a Sisters of Providence 
ministry that empowers homeless women to 
rise above their challenges.  The event was held 
August 15 at The Westin Hotel in downtown 

Seattle and 
featured Phyllis 
Campbell, Pacific 
Northwest 
chairman of 
JPMorgan Chase, 
as the keynote 
speaker.


