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Anna Marie
Koval, SP
(Sister Mary
Ursula)

S

ister Anna Marie
Koval, age 87, a Sister of
Providence for 64 years,
died June 10 at St. Joseph Residence, Seattle.
Anna Marie was born February 4, 1928, to
Joseph Michael Koval and Rose Marie Endres.
The oldest of five children, she grew up in
Staples, Minn. In 1936 the family moved to
Laurel, Mont., where her father worked on the
Northern Pacific Railroad. In 1938 the family
moved again when her father was transferred
to Missoula, Mont. She graduated from Sacred
Heart Academy in 1946 and completed nurse’s
training at St. Patrick School of Nursing in 1949.
On July 17, 1950, Anna Marie entered the
Sisters of Providence novitiate in Seattle, where
she professed first vows on July 19, 1952, and
final vows on July 19, 1955.
In 1957 Sister Anna Marie received a
Bachelor of Science degree from the College of
Great Falls (Mont.) and national certification as a
chaplain in 1987.
Her 30 years of ministry in nursing were
in Idaho, at Providence Hospital, Wallace; in
Montana, at Holy Family Hospital, St. Ignatius,
Columbus Hospital, Great Falls, St. Clare
Hospital, Fort Benton, and St. Patrick Hospital,
Missoula; and in Washington, at Sacred Heart
Hospital, Spokane. After nursing, Sister Anna
Marie was a chaplain at St. Patrick’s Hospital in
Missoula.
She retired in 2002 to Emilie Court in
Spokane, and in 2013 moved to St. Joseph
Residence in Seattle.
Sister Anna Marie was preceded in death
by her parents, brother David, and sisters
Mary Jane Reilly and Therese Donovan. She is
survived by her sister, Rose Marie Schaefer and
husband, Wilbur, in Dayton, Ohio; brothers-inlaw Richard Reilly and Dennis Donovan, and ten
nieces and nephews.
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Colleen Jones, sister of
Lauretta Frawley, SP, died
August 1 in Selah, Wash.
Dorothy Irene Smith, mother
of Katherine Smith, SP, died
August 7 in Portland, Ore.

Vigil Service was held June 16 and the
Funeral Mass was celebrated June 17, both at St.
Joseph Residence, Seattle. Burial was at Calvary
Cemetery, Seattle. Bonney-Watson Funeral
Home was in charge of arrangements.
Memorial contributions may be made to
the Sisters of Providence Retirement Fund,
1801 Lind Avenue SW, #9016, Renton, WA
98057-9016. l

Ann Dolores
Ybarrola, SP
(Sister Ann
Dolores)

S

ister Ann Dolores
Ybarrola, age 96, a Sister
of Providence for 78 years,
died July 1 at St. Joseph Residence, Seattle
She was named Catherine when she was
born March 8, 1919, to Martin Ybarrola and
Mary Kewe. The second oldest of six children,
she grew up in Havre, Mont. Following the death
of her mother in 1928, the family moved to
Great Falls, Mont., where she attended school at
St. Thomas Home and graduated in 1936.
On January 19, 1937, Catherine entered
the Sisters of Providence novitiate in Seattle,
where she professed first vows on July 19, 1938,
and received the name Sister Ann Dolores. She
professed final vows in Seattle on July 19, 1941.
In 1951 Sister Ann Dolores received a
Bachelor of Arts degree in English from the
College (now University) of Great Falls (Mont.).
In 1961 she received a Masters of Arts degree
in education from Gonzaga University in
Spokane, Wash. She received a State of Montana
secondary principal teaching certificate in 1966.
From 1957 to 1992 she held several administration positions in Montana as superior/
principal, Sacred Heart Academy; oﬃce manager,
Central Catholic High School; principal/
secretary, St. Thomas Home; and director of
institutional research and veterans’ counselor,
College of Great Falls.
Her 50 years of ministry in teaching were
in Montana, at Sacred Heart Academy and St.
Francis Xavier School, Missoula, and St. Thomas
Home and Central Catholic High School, Great
Falls; in Idaho, at Mary Immaculate School,
DeSmet; in Washington, at St. John School,
Colfax; and also at Maryville Academy, in Des
Plaines, Ill.
In 1992 she retired in Great Falls, where she
enjoyed reading, decorative painting and the
outdoors. In February 2015 she moved to St.
Joseph Residence in Seattle.
Sister Ann Dolores was preceded in death
by her parents, brothers John and Joseph, and
sister Ann Saunders. She is survived by her
brother James and sister Rosemary Latino, both
in Stockton, Calif.
Vigil Service was held July 9 and the Funeral
Mass was celebrated July 10, both at St. Joseph
Residence, Seattle. Burial was at Calvary
Cemetery, Seattle. Bonney-Watson Funeral
Home was in charge of arrangements.
Memorial contributions may be made to
the Sisters of Providence Retirement Fund,
1801 Lind Avenue SW, #9016, Renton, WA
98057-9016. l

Lois Hagen-Vodicka, PA

L

ois Hagen-Vodicka died July 20 at the age
of 95. She had been a Providence Associate since
about 1986.
She wrote in a book of profiles about Sisters
of Providence and Providence Associates in the
former Sacred Heart Province in 1997: “. . . if I
can claim any form of ministry in gratitude for
the experience, it can not be in the DOING of
important things so much as in simply BEING: a
listening ear, an encouraging voice, a smile and
a warm embrace for any who need these. I think
that once in a while I am able to help people
stretch a little in their thinking because I am
a gleaner of information about the way God is
evident in the universe and in the Church. Finally,
I am an interceder, a supporter and a pleader of
causes.”
Lois was born May 3, 1920, in Chicago and
was a member of St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic
Church in Camas, Wash.
She is survived by her daughters Robin
Lander and her husband Tom of Washougal,
Wash., and Susan Drain and her husband Tim
of Aloha, Ore.; 11 grandchildren and nine greatgrandchildren.
Funeral Mass was celebrated July 30 at St.
Joseph Catholic Church in Vancouver, Wash. l

Meet and
greet

t
A
“Meet and Greet” was held
in June at Caritas Court and St.

Joseph Residence in Seattle and at
Emilie Court in Spokane to allow
sisters to get to know Regina LeVine,
new coordinator for the Health
& Well Being Oﬃce. The sessions
were an opportunity for asking
questions and for sharing ideas.
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Missioned to Great Falls

Sister Lucille Dean is
acting UGF president

W
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hen University of Great Falls
President Eugene
McAllister, Ph.D.,
announced plans
to retire in June of
2016, Sister Lucille
Dean agreed to
serve as acting president for
one year. His title is now
president emeritus, a position
that recognizes his more than
12 years of leadership and
service to the university.
Sister Lucille, who is a UGF
graduate, has spent most of
her ministry career in education
and has served in a number of
leadership positions for Providence Health & Services, most
recently as chair of the board
of the health system. In August
she was missioned to Great Falls,
along with Sister
Mary Hawkins, who
serves as vice president of mission.
The search for
a new university
president will begin
in the fall. l

Sisters from St. Joseph
Residence enjoy a
relaxed afternoon in
the sun

U

nder three tents in
the backyard of the home
shared by Sisters Jacqueline
Fernandes, Felma Cerezo
and Josie Ramac, members
of the St. Joseph Residence
90s Club shared a summer
picnic. The mood was relaxed and the
picnic fare included smoothies, eggrolls
and pancit (noodles) made by Sister
Felma’s sister Paz. That was followed
by luscious fruit for salad and tropical
sherbet for dessert. The true delight
was seeing these sisters decked out in
their hats to ward off the sun as some
of them toured Sister Felma’s garden.
Quite the party! Sisters Virginia
Miller, Pat Eley and Jean Schultz
were delighted to help out. l

Sister Karin Dufault
gets a front-row seat
for President Obama’s
talk to CHA

G

eneral Superior Karin Dufault
was invited by Sister Carol Keehan,
DC, president of the Catholic Health
Association, to sit in the front row
with former CHA board chairs and
current board members at the
CHA assembly. She sat next to
Sylvia Mathews Burwell, Secretary
of Health & Human Services. Dr.
Rod Hochman, CEO of Providence

They enjoyed their picnic in
the sun in West Seattle.

Kindred spirits meet

Actor, author and activist Mike

Farrell, president of California Focus
Against the Death Penalty, was greeted
by Sister Joan Campbell at a recent
event sponsored by Oregonians for
Alternatives to the Death Penalty.
Sister Joan hopes that the involvement
of Mike Farrell, best known for the
television series “MASH,” could lead
to the beginnings of a WEST COAST
Coalition Against the Death Penalty.

Sr. Mary Hawkins

Celebrating 100 years

Members of the
90s Club at SJR
wore their hats to
the garden party.

a

Briefs

90s picnic

Health & Services and a new
CHA board member, was on
her other side. “After the
impressive presentation in
which he spoke of healthcare reform and CHA’s
part in it, President Barack
Obama shook hands with all
of us in the front row. It was
quite a thrilling experience.”
Other Sisters of Providence who attended the
assembly included Sisters
Chauncey Boyle, Barbara
Schamber, Mary Hawkins,
Lucille Dean and Anita
Butler. l

Sr. Karin Dufault,
Secretary of Health
& Human Services
Sylvia Mathews
Burwell and Rod
Hochman, MD, at
the CHA assembly.

President
Barack Obama
addresses the
CHA assembly.

Human trafficking
presentation makes
an impact

Sr. Marisol’s vocation ministry

Sister Marisol Avìla held a weekend

vocation gathering in Twin Lakes,
Idaho, for young women from Mexican
communities in Wenatchee and Walla
Walla. Pictured are (from left) Nancy,
Alejandra, Elizabeth and Celeste,
who ranged in age from 19 to 23.

The people from left to right
are: Imelda Virginia G. Villar,
Ph.D., Sister Mary John
Manazan, OSB, Elise DeGooyer,
Sister Charlene Hudon, Kay
Van Stralen and former
State Rep. Velma Valoria.
Providence Kay Van Stralen and
Elise Degooyer, co-director of Faith
and Action. Sister Mary John also
presented at Seattle University.
Sister Mary John works with
Sister Lucy Vasquez, SP, in the
Philippines. She is chair of the
board of trustees of Sister Lucy’s
ministry. Virginia also works with
victims of assault in the Philippines.
Sister Mary John is credited with
developing many women-centered
programs, including the Institute
of Women’s Studies, the Women
Ecology and Wholeness Farm, and
the Women’s Crisis Center. She
was national chairperson of
Gabriela in the Philippines and
served two terms as president
of St. Scholastica’s College in
Manila. l
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Find us on
Facebook!

Sister Vilma Franco
says thank you!

...F

Several sisters and friends went

to the University of Washington
campus in May to hear Sister Mary
John Manazan, OSB, and Imelda
Virginia Villar, Ph.D., speak about
human trafficking in the Philippines. The classroom was full of
students and others, including
Sister Charlene Hudon, former State
Rep. Velma Valoria and friends of

Romero beatification

The gathering
was called
Quinotzca,
which means
an intensive
call, and the
topics included
religious life
and vocations.
“They preferred
speaking in
Quinotzca
Spanish, their
mother language, when they were
speaking about God from the heart,”
Sister Marisol said. She plans to
repeat the gathering next summer.

irst, I want to give thank
you to God for this opportunity of
participating in Archbishop Romero’s
beatification. At the same time to
have time to stay with my Mother
in her house and I was able to take
care of my mom because she fell.
I also had time to share with my
friends. It was a wonderful gift that
I received from the community. . .
I also give thank you to God
because this was my first time to
meet with Sister Monica Campillay,
Sister Maria Antonieta Trimpay and
Sister Margarita Hernandez in the
Salvadorian land since we left for
diﬀerent countries. I really enjoyed
this opportunity to share with them
all our journey
as a Sister of
Providence. l
Sr. Vilma
Franco visited
her mother.

Sr. Vilma
holds a photo
of Archbishop
Oscar Romero.

WPC celebration

Mother Joseph Province was

well-represented at the Women
in Providence (WPC) 35th
anniversary celebration in June
at St. Mary-of-the-Woods, Ind.

Prior to that, the WPC Associate Leadership
Group met. Sisters Jo Ann Showalter (left)
and Celia Chappell (right) are with some
of the current leadership of Providence
Associates of Mother Joseph: Margaret Bauer
(back), Suzanna Harland and Kathe Boucha.

http://www.facebook.com/sistersofprovidencemjp
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18-year tenure

Sister Maggie Pastro passes the baton

F
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at Providence Health Plans

or 18 years Sister Maggie
Pastro was the “go-to” person for
employees of Providence Health
Plans as mission integration director,
dispensing advice, intervention
and support. She could be counted
on to ferret out resources when
they had serious needs, including
illness, subsistence and economic
problems. Always, she reminded
them: “Remember we carry the
name of Providence. God’s providence will carry us through.”
Sister Maggie began this year
with a sabbatical from her role as the
only mission integration director for
Providence Health Plans and its 900
employees in three locations – Eugene,
Portland and Beaverton, Oregon.
What began with a small number of
employees today has sales and medical
management review and its own
Information Technology department.
“My main focus has been to try
to help the employees, physicians
and staﬀ to integrate the mission;
to understand what it means practically with their daily work,” she said.
That has meant inserting herself
into diﬀerent levels of the organization and tackling a laundry list
of ministry facets, including:
• Levels of appeal involved in
making determinations about
payment for services to see that
justice is done,

• Senior administration team
participation to listen and ask critical
questions when determining the
impacts of entering or leaving a
market,
• Availability to employees in
times of trial in their lives, and
making them and their managers
feel comfortable to discuss “an
amazing variety of things,” including
transgender issues, clergy abuse
or domestic violence, and
• Bridging government regulations
and Catholic moral principles, and
articulating how the benefit structures
are in keeping with Catholic principles
and teaching.
She entered the religious
community in 1969 and professed
final vows in 1981. When she joined
Providence Health Plans it was
merging with SelectCare, a Catholic
health plan sponsored by the Sisters
of St. Joseph of Peace. “I learned
about spirituality and the development of a culture, and building trust
and relationships,” Sister Maggie
said. “Both entities were Catholic, but
there were issues to work through. It
took eight years to make a seamless
culture match.” The process, she
added, was intentional and took
time but was done well. “There
were good people on both sides.”
Her replacement at Providence
Health Plans is Father Tim Bushy,
from Providence Newburg Medical

Center, who serves as chaplain and
mission director. These days Sister
Maggie is more inwardly focused, on
“prayer, reflection, resting, relaxing
and enjoying life”. She describes her
activities as working with a spiritual
director with expertise in aging,
exploring her gifts and limitations,
and tackling things like catching
up on local community chronicles,
taking art and craft classes and
learning about soul collage (a creative
and intuitive collage process). She
is also integrating her past experiences through reflection, prayer and
reading. At this writing she was
looking forward to a two-week congregational renewal at the Providence
International Centre in Montreal.
She promises to share more about
the experience when she returns. l

Sister Maggie Pastro

Always, she reminded them:
“Remember we carry the
name of Providence.
God’s providence will carry
us through.”
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