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Bouﬀard, SP
(Sister Elaine
Frances)
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ister Claire Bouﬀard,
age 89 and a Sister of Providence for 62
years, died December 3, 2014, at St. Joseph
Residence, Seattle.
She was born September 21, 1925, in
Winooski, Vt., to Joseph Gilbert Bouﬀard and
Yvonne Marie Duquette. The third child in a
family of eight, she attended the local parish
school in Burlington, Vt., but illness struck her
mother and the children were eventually sent
to diﬀerent relatives. Sister Claire was taken
to the St. Joseph Orphanage, operated by the
Sisters of Providence.
She went on to work in diﬀerent fields,
but felt a call to become a religious and applied
to the Sisters of Providence. She entered the
religious community in 1951 in Montreal, and
then was sent to Seattle to enter the novitiate
on January 18, 1952. She professed first
vows on July 19, 1953, and final vows on
July 19, 1956.
Sister Claire earned a Bachelor of Science
degree in business administration from the
College of Great Falls (Montana, now the
University of Great Falls) in 1968.

She attended the CREDO sabbatical
program at Gonzaga University, in 1975
in Spokane, Wash.
Her years of ministry in finance were
at: Our Lady of Lourdes Academy, Wallace,
Idaho; St. Clare Hospital, Ft. Benton, Mont.;
Holy Family Hospital, St. Ignatius, Mont.;
Providence Hospital, Wallace, Idaho; St.
Mary Hospital, Walla Walla, Wash.; and at
St. Joseph Care Center, Spokane, as director
of finance. In 1993, she began working in
the archives in St. Ignatius Province.
She “fully” retired at the end of 1999.
Sister Claire served on the following
boards: St. Mary Medical Center, Walla
Walla; Sacred Heart Medical Center,
Spokane; and the Caritas and St. Joseph
corporations. She was also a member of
the Sisters’ Finance Committee for the
province. She enjoyed fine arts, crafts,
sewing and reading.
She is preceded in death by her parents
and siblings. She is survived by two nieces,
Kathy van Lieshout, in Florida, and Debra
Morrison, in Rhode Island.
Vigil service was held December 8 and
the Funeral Mass was celebrated December
9, both at St. Joseph Residence, Seattle.
Burial was at Calvary Cemetery, Seattle.
Bonney-Watson Funeral Home was in
charge of the arrangements.
Memorial contributions in Sister
Claire’s honor may be made to the Sisters
of Providence Retirement Fund, 1801
Lind Avenue SW, #9016, Renton, WA

98057-9016. l
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Mary Margaret Underwood, sister
of Susan Fitzmorris, SP, died January 4
at her home in Tacoma, Wash.
Joseph Campagna, father-in-law of
Rene Campagna, PA, died January 7
in Milwaukie, Ore.
Concha Yanez Rojas, aunt of Brenda
Velasco, PA, died January 9 in Mexico.
Florence Grimm, sister of
Carolyn Entel, PA, died January 24
in Lewiston, Idaho.
Marion Watkins, aunt of Provincial
Leader Judith Desmarais, SP,
died January 24 in Yakima, Wash.
Hugh Thomas, uncle of Provincial
Treasurer Jennifer Hall, died
February 2 in San Jose, Calif.
Tom Hedemark, husband of
Marilee Hedemark, PA, died
February 22 in Spokane, Wash.
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“Wake up the world!”
“Be witnesses of a different way of doing
things, of acting, of living!”– Pope Francis
As Sisters of Providence, we
respond to the cry of the poor and
the vulnerable wherever we encounter
them. That is why two sisters
journeyed to the U.S. border with
Mexico to assist an unprecedented
wave of families and unaccompanied
children
from Central
America.
That’s also why we have been bringing
scholarships and hope for a brighter future to
young people in El Salvador for nearly 20 years.
Learn more in a video on our website
(www.sistersofprovidence.net). Let us know if we
can help you explore whether you are called to this
very special life.

Sisters of Providence
Mother Joseph Province

Karen Hawkins, SP, Vocation Director
Seattle, WA – (206) 661-5925
vocations@providence.org

www.sistersofprovidence.net
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www.facebook.com/sistersofprovidencemjp
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Briefs
Fort Vancouver
National Trust
acquires

Providence
Academy
Providence Academy,
the historic landmark built by
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Mother Joseph at Fort Vancouver,
Washington Territory in 1873,
has been purchased by the Fort
Vancouver Historical Trust. The
trust took legal ownership of the
building and surrounding property
on January 30. “We have transitioned
from an acquisition campaign to a
renovation campaign,” said Mike
True, president of the trust.
Providence Academy served
as a school and orphanage, and
as the permanent home of the
Sisters of Providence when it
was built by Mother Joseph, who
went on to establish twenty-nine
hospitals, schools and orphanages
throughout the Northwest. In
2012, the trust began a $16 million
fundraising campaign to purchase
and restore Providence Academy
and its seven-acre grounds in

downtown Vancouver from the
Hidden family. “Acquiring and
preserving the Academy is critically
important as one of the most
significant historic buildings in
the region,” said Ed Lynch, chair
of the campaign. “The Academy
embodies the work of its most iconic
resident, Mother Joseph, which
means it also has national stature.”
Michael White, chief operating
officer for Providence Health Plan,
acknowledged all the people
of Providence who personally
contributed to the Academy
Campaign effort. “The Academy
is our historic home. Providence
grew out of the vision and efforts
of Mother Joseph, who was a
pioneer in establishing health care
in the Northwest, as well as the
Academy building itself. Hundreds
of our employees have visited
the Academy under the guidance
of Sister Susanne Hartung, SP,
who has played an instrumental
role in the Trust’s campaign.
“We could not be more pleased,”
said White. “We look forward to
partnering with the Trust in
establishing interpretive components
at Providence Academy that will give

tribute to Mother Joseph and
continue to tell the story of the
origins of Providence Health
& Services.”
Over the past several decades
the Academy has been under the
stewardship of Bill, Oliver, and
Monte Hidden, who noted: “The
Hidden family is so pleased to
pass ownership to Fort Vancouver
National Trust. We preserved this
historic building for 46 years, and
with such widespread community
support its preservation for
generations to come is ensured.
This fulfills our dream to have the
Academy protected in perpetuity.”
The brothers’ great-grandfather,
Lowell Hidden, supplied the bricks
to Mother Joseph to construct the
Academy. When the Sisters of
Providence closed the school and
offered it for sale, the Hidden
brothers and their father, Robert
Hidden, acquired the Academy in
1969 to prevent it from being
torn down.
Lynch said this is the first of a
three-phase initiative to acquire,
renovate and preserve the building
and develop the surrounding
property. Approximately $2 million
is needed to address immediate
preservation projects including
repointing the brick and replacing
porches and the roof of the
Academy. Fundraising for these
projects, as well as the planning
and development of the second
parcel, will begin immediately and
occur simultaneously over the
next three years. l

Yakima region welcomes four new
Providence Associates

Four new Providence Associates,
all Hispanics from Mexico, were

received by Provincial Councilor
Jo Ann Showalter, SP, in Yakima
on January 4.
• Sr. Maricela Contreras was a
teacher in Mexico and is learning
English. She is a Consecrated Virgin
and volunteers at Casa Hogar and
at St. Joseph’s Parish doing catechism
and retreats for both catechists
and parents.
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• Alba and Roberto
Rodriguez have two
teenagers and are active
at St. Joseph’s Parish.
Alba works at a nursing
home and enjoys visiting the elderly, especially
the poor. Roberto, who
was injured in a work
accident, is a member of the
Knights of Columbus.
• Martha Arellano is a housewife and has two young children.
She also is an active member of
St. Joseph’s Parish and a catechist.
Welcome, Maricela, Alba,
Roberto and Martha! l

Flanked by Provincial Councilors
Jo Ann Showalter, SP, (left)
and Josefina “Josie” Ramac, SP,
(right) are Sr. Maricela Contreras,
Roberto and Alba Rodriguez,
and Martha Arellano, new
Providence Associates in Yakima.

From glamour girl
to inmate

Sister Vilma Franco becomes a U.S. citizen

Sister Sue was
Orlowski, who
shown in

ister Vilma Franco, a
native of El Salvador, became a
U.S. citizen on January 6 in the
U.S. District Court of Eastern
Washington, in Spokane. The
oath was administered to her
and the other 38 applicants by
Magistrate Judge John T. Rogers
as nearly a dozen Sisters of
Providence and friends watched.
Sister Vilma came to Seattle
in 2012 from El Salvador, where she
had lost her father and six brothers
in the civil war from 1980 to 1992.
She professed perpetual vows as a
Sister of Providence in a bilingual
celebration in Spokane in the
fall of 2012. She has a degree
in child development from the
Community Colleges of Spokane
and teaches at St. Aloysius School.
“With gratitude I would like to
say thank you for your prayers,
cards and especially thank you for
celebrating with me this special
event in my life,” Sister Vilma

the last issue of
Caritas modeling
for a good cause,
is back again in
this issue, but
this time as a jail
inmate. “I was
in jail so I could
Sister Sue Orlowski bail myself out
to make money
for Transitions, the Spokane program
that works with homeless women and
children and women who live on the
street,” she explained. “My bail was
$1,000, but I raised $2,285 in one
hour. It took me almost two hours to
write the thank you cards!” Thanks to
Sister Sue and the other inmates for
a day who raised money to benefit
this ministry that is supported by
Sisters of Providence and three other
communities of women religious. l
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Magistrate
Judge John
T. Rogers
oﬃciated
when Sister
Vilma Franco
became a
U.S. citizen.

t

wrote to the sisters. “I believe that
becoming a U.S. citizen was the best
gift that I received in the epiphany
day because it is the best proof of
my reconciliation with this country
that welcomed me as who I am with
my tradition and especially with my
culture. Now with peace in my heart
I can say that I receive this country
as my home because it is the best
gift that God had given to me.”
Congratulations and welcome,
Sister Vilma! l

Seattle, Portland and Spokane events celebrate

Year of Consecrated Life

W

hile Catholic churches annually
observe a day to celebrate those called
to consecrated life, this year’s celebration is special. It is yearlong, in
response to the call of Pope Francis for
a Year of Consecrated Life. Events
marking the special year are being
held in many dioceses.
In Seattle, a Mass for the Year of
Consecrated Life was held Sunday,
February 8, at St. James Cathedral and
presided over by The Most Reverend
J. Peter Sartain, archbishop of Seattle.
Many representatives of communities of
women religious participated, including
Sisters of Providence Josefina “Josie”
Ramac, who carried a picture of
foundress Blessed Emilie Gamelin in the
processional, and Provincial Leader
Judith Desmarais, who carried the Book
of the Gospels and proclaimed the first
reading. Sister Claudia Ruiz, who is in
Mother Joseph Province from Bernarda
Morin Province in Chile for a crosscultural experience, served as an
intercessor in Spanish.
“To live means to be desired and
loved by God, moment after moment,”
the archbishop said in his homily “. . .

In forgetting myself, surrendering
myself to God as an instrument,
I find myself.”
The archbishop said there are about
500 women and men religious in the
Seattle Archdiocese. His request that
they stand for recognition prompted
applause and a standing ovation from
the packed church.
Joyce Cox, BVM, vicar for religious,
who offered a reflection, said the
“future of religious life lies in religious
continuing to respond to needs
united with lay men and women and
the clergy.”
At a Mass at St. Mary Cathedral
in Portland, Ore., on January 31,
women and men religious renewed
their vows of poverty, chastity and
obedience. “Their whole heart belongs
to Jesus Christ alone,” said Portland
Archbishop Alexander Sample.
“It’s really nice to have people
come support us because our life is
mostly supporting other people,” said
Providence Sister Margaret Bischoff.
Religious communities in Spokane
invited people to afternoon open
houses on February 8 to “Wake Up the

Find us on
Facebook!

Sister Josie Ramac (left)
carried a picture of foundress
Blessed Emilie Gamelin in the
processional and Provincial
Leader Judith Desmarais carried
the Book of the Gospels and
proclaimed the first reading.
World!” Sisters from Emilie Court plus
two other houses joined the novitiate
community to welcome guests to the
novitiate house at 1016 N Superior.
Other participating communities
in Spokane were the Sisters of St.
Francis of Philadelphia, the Franciscan
Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, the
Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus and
Mary, the Sinsinawa Dominicans, the
Poor Clare Nuns, the Missionaries of
Charity, the Sisters of Mary, Mother
of the Church, the Franciscan Friars,
and the Society of Jesus (Jesuits). l
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“Young” sisters share their

hopes and dreams for the

future of religious life
16

Sisters Marita
Capili (left) and
Marcia Gatica
participated from
El Salvador via
videoconference.
Sister Margarita Hernandez was
unable to be part of the gathering.
Sisters age 55 and younger pictured
here (front row from left) Jessica
Taylor, Gabrielle Nguyen, Marisol
Avìla and Ana Dolores Orellana
Gamero, and (back row from left)
Hong Nga Nguyen, Vilma Franco,
Rosa Sen Nguyen, Julie Macasieb,
Huong Thi Nguyen, and Claudia Ruiz
(visiting Mother Joseph Province
from Bernarda Morin Province, in
Chile, on a cross-cultural experience).

A s this year began,

sisters age 55 and younger were
invited to a daylong gathering “to
listen to your dreams and vision of
religious life into the future”. The
invitation to “Preparing and Imagining
the Future of SP Religious Life”,
facilitated by Kathleen Pruitt, CSJP,
on January 3 in Seattle, was extended
by the Mother Joseph Province
provincial and council.
When the sisters in initial formation finished the international experience in Montreal in spring of 2011,
provincial leaders wanted feedback
on their experience, any diﬃculties
they faced and what the leaders could
do to help them. “We decided to call
them together to get a sense of their
vision of what they want to do in the

future and how best to meet the
needs of their time and their
cultures – what tools, education and
experiences they will need,” said
Sister Maureen Newman, who
coordinated the gathering in
January. “We were there to really
listen to them; to let go of preconceived ideas and be truly open.”
Only one sister in the targeted
age group was unable to participate.
Two others joined in via video
conference from El Salvador.
“We could feel the spirit of
God’s presence,” Sister Maureen
said. “What excited me was the way
I heard them listen to each other
and that they want to get together
again very soon.” Planning is
under way for another session. l
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nly in religious life would
a 42-year-old woman be counted
among the “young.” That is a
memorable line from an article by
Susan Rose Francois, a member of
the Congregation Leadership Team for
the Sisters of St. Joseph of Peace. She
references the latest statistical report
from the National Religious Retirement Office that says fewer than
10 percent of women religious in this
country are under the age of 60:
• 4.7 percent are in their 50s;
• 2.4 percent in their 40s;
• 1.8 percent in their 30s; and
• 1 percent in their 20s.
“In case you are curious,” she wrote,
“16.9 percent of U.S. Catholic sisters
are in their 60s, with a whopping
73.2 percent over the age of 70.” l

