lancy at Mount St. Vincent, Seattle,
and professed first vows in 1956. She
taught in Yakima, Seattle, Vancouver
and Olympia, Wash.; Anchorage,
Alaska; Burbank, Calif.; and Portland,
Ore. Other ministries included parish
work and as a receptionist at St.
Peter’s Hospital in Olympia and in
the Providence corporate oﬃces. For
20 years she ministered in pastoral
services. She also volunteered with
community college English as a Second
Language (ESL) classes, assisted in
the Sisters of Providence library, and
was part-time chaplain at Providence
ElderPlace in Seattle. She continues
a volunteer music ministry at St.
Joseph Residence, Seattle. l

Kathryn
Rutan, SP
(Sister Jean
Patrice)

Montana
native Sister

Kathryn Rutan has
led the religious
community’s international congregation from its headquarters in Montreal
as the first non-French-speaking
general superior. Today, she has
returned to El Salvador, where she and
four other Sisters of Providence first
arrived in 1995 to establish a mission in
the civil war-ravaged Central American
country. Known as “Kitsy,” she and
other sisters in El Salvador are helping
to reinvigorate a ministry to provide
scholarships and life skills to young
people from campesino families in the
region of Jiquilisco, which is made up
of many small communities including
La Papalota and Angela Montano.
Born in Great Falls, Mont.,
Sister Kathryn joined the Sisters of
Providence as a postulant after graduation in 1954. She professed first vows
in 1956 at Mount St. Vincent in Seattle.
Her zeal for living and working with
the poor and disadvantaged has been at
the heart of every ministry, including
15 years of teaching at the elementary, secondary and college levels, 13
years in provincial administration and
leadership, and four years as superior
at Mount St. Joseph in Spokane. She
has worked with low-income Montana
residents, served as an international
observer of the return to democracy in
Haiti, helped install stoves in homes
in Guatemala with Providence Health
International, and served as interim
superior of the local Providence
community in Winooski, Vt. l
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50 years

Marilyn Charette, SP

S

ister Marilyn
Charette was born in
Schenectady, N.Y., and
moved with her family
to a small house on
the Columbia River in
Richland, Wash., at the
age of 6. She went to
Holy Names College in
Spokane, Wash., and studied biology and
chemistry to become a medical technologist.
After graduation, she worked in a hospital
laboratory in Richland and then moved to
the lab at St. Joseph Hospital in Burbank,
Calif. A Jesuit priest at St. Finbar Parish
helped her to discover her call to religious life
and she entered the Sisters of Providence,
working in her postulant year in the laboratory at Providence Hospital, Seattle. Her
ministry for many years was in hospitals as
a medical technologist, in the admissions
oﬃce, patient transport, and finally as a
chaplain. She served in Yakima, Everett and
Portland. She also was a team member at
Mount St. Joseph, in Spokane, a novitiate
team member and novitiate director.
Sister Marilyn was one of the five
sisters who established the mission to
El Salvador in 1995, remaining there
for five years. Today, she is once again
in El Salvador, returning in 2012. The
mission has refocused on the scholarship
program and the sisters there relocated to
their original house in La Papalota. l

Jacqueline
Fernandes,
SP

S

ister Jacqueline
Fernandes was born in
Kowloon, Hong Kong,
to a Portuguese father
and a Chinese mother.
The dangerous war years kept the family
on the move, and they survived a ship
bombing by the Germans enroute to India
and imprisonment in a Japanese concentration camp in Fukushima for three years.
After their release they eventually returned
to Hong Kong. Sister Jacqueline came to
the United States at the invitation of the
family of Dr. Ralph O’Brien, a professor at
Seattle University, where her older sister
Valerie was a student. Sister Jacqueline
finished high school and studied business
while living with the O’Briens and caring
for their three children. She also explored
the call to religious life and was drawn to

the Sisters of Providence by the variety of
ministries available and by meeting Filipino
sisters in the religious community and
sisters from Daughters of Mary in Uganda
who lived with the Providence sisters. She
entered the religious community in 1964.
Sister Jacqueline was assigned to
community services in the early years,
and then joined the treasurer’s oﬃce,
handling sisters’ moves, furniture, storage
and cars for nine years. For 16 years
she was registrar and oﬃce manager at
Providence High School in Burbank, Calif.
In 1996 she began the first of two terms
on the Provincial Council as the religious
community formed the new Mother Joseph
Province. For the past nine years she has
been administrator/superior in charge of
St. Joseph Residence, the Seattle home for
retired Sisters of Providence and sisters
from other religious communities. l

Helen Mason, SP

S

ister Helen
Mason lives in Walla
Walla, Wash., where
she was born in 1945
at St. Mary Medical
Center and baptized
at St. Patrick’s parish
church. It was there
that she received all
of her sacraments, professed final vows in 9
1973, and celebrated 25 years of religious
life in 1990. She knew Sisters of Providence
as her teachers for 12 years and as visitors
to the family farm. She entered the
religious community in 1964 at Providence
Heights in Issaquah, Wash. She taught for
two years in Missoula, Mont., and then
volunteered to take on a new ministry in
religious education as religious education
coordinator for hundreds of families in
12 geographically vast parishes in north
Idaho’s 120-mile panhandle, serving from
1971 to 1980. Other ministries included
serving as a member of the Sisters’
Senate in Idaho and Spokane and being
president of both; being one of two vicars
for religious in Idaho; coordinating the
Neighborhood Parish Program for 49 small
groups in St. Mary’s Parish in the Spokane
Valley, and coordinating the RCIA program
and visiting the homes of 1,440 families.
Sister Helen also served as provincial secretary for the former St. Ignatius
Province for 12 years and has served on
the boards of four Providence hospitals.
Since 2000 she has been on the family
farm in Walla Walla, caring for her mother
Agnes Mason, who died last March. Sister
Helen also has been doing home visiting for
Assumption Parish and writing the chronicles for 15 facilities in eastern Washington
and Montana that are part of Providence
Services (now Providence Health Care). l

Ten Sisters
of Providence

t

mark 50, 60
and 70 years of
religious life . . .
Maureen
Newman,
SP

S
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ister Maureen
Newman was born at
Sacred Heart Hospital
in Spokane in 1945
and grew up in Washington in Sprague
and Grandview in the lower Yakima
Valley, and in California in Burbank
and Tujunga. Part of a large pioneer
family in Walla Walla, Wash., one of
her cousins was Providence Sister
Barbara Schiller. When Sister Maureen
began to explore a call to religious life
she was a boarder taught by Sisters of
the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary at
Holy Names Academy in Seattle. She
chose life as a Sister of Providence,
in part because they were apostolic,
engaged in communities and in ministries other than teaching, and focused
on service and committed to works
of mercy. She wanted to teach but
also to act to make the world better.
She entered in 1964 at Providence
Heights in Issaquah, Wash., and joined
the College of Sister Formation with
sisters from other religious communities. She began her education ministry
as a teacher’s aide at St. Michael
School in Olympia, Wash. She taught
for 20 years, including at St. Joseph
School in Vancouver, Wash., and at
St. Therese School in Seattle, where
she also was assistant principal. She
also spent summers working at a day
care for migrant workers, tutoring
Hmong tribespeople, and volunteering in Central America with Going
Home and Witness for Peace.
In November 2002, she was
arrested for trespassing at the annual
demonstration at the School of the
Americas Watch (SOAW) at Fort
Benning, Georgia. She was jailed,
released and then ordered to return
for trial where she was convicted and
ordered to serve three months in the
federal prison in Dublin, Calif. Since
then Sister Maureen has had the
opportunity to work on committees
for the religious community’s 150th
anniversary and for the 150th celebration of Catholic schools in the Seattle

Archdiocese, and to serve as staﬀ and
interim administrator at St. Joseph
Residence, Seattle. At the end of 2014
she completed a five-year term as a
provincial councilor for Mother Joseph
Province. She lives in Seattle. l

Frances Stacey, SP

S

ister Frances
“Fran” Stacey was
born in Los Angeles
to Episcopalian
parents and
attended an
Episcopalian school
in North Hollywood
before enrolling at
Providence High School in Burbank.
She was a junior when she converted
to Catholicism. After graduation she
attended the University of Portland
and in 1964 she entered the religious
community. She professed final vows in
1972. For 18 years she was a member
of the former Sacred Heart Province
and then transferred to the former St.
Ignatius Province. Her varied ministries
included teaching at Providence High
School and being a consultant for adult

education for the Diocese of Spokane.
In Montana, she was a parish services
consultant for the Diocese of Great Falls
and the director of campus ministry at
the College (now University) of Great
Falls. She was formation advisor for
Bishop White Seminary in Spokane and
became a provincial councilor in 1989.
Sister Fran studied Spanish, not
to just learn the language but to live
it. While in Chile to strengthen her
language skills she accompanied families
as a listener. Her knowledge of Spanish
was a blessing when she volunteered
with Witness for Peace in Nicaragua for
two weeks in 1989, and again when she
accepted the call to become one of five
sisters to pioneer a mission in El Salvador
in 1995. Sister Fran helped the people
reeling from the civil war in any way that
she could: taking them to the doctor,
getting medical supplies from the United
States, home visiting, interceding for the
people in oﬃcial situations, starting a
fund for the education of young people,
and working with liturgies for the parish
priest. On her return to Seattle from
El Salvador in 2011, after 16 years of
service there, she was the guest of honor
at several festivities and celebrations. l

Washington poet laureate visits SJR
Elizabeth Austen shares
her works with sisters
at St. Joseph Residence

S

isters at St Joseph Residence
have been enjoying a monthly Poet’s
Corner, at which they learn about
a poet and then read and discuss
his or her poems. Earlier this year
they decided to read the work of
Washington State’s poet laureate. An
Internet search surfaced the name of
Elizabeth Austen, and they downloaded several of her poems but found
very little information on her and her
life. What they did find was a blog
that showed that she visits many
different groups around the state.
The sisters extended an invitation,
and Elizabeth Austen agreed to spend
the evening of March 11 with them.
It happens that she lives in West
Seattle, where SJR is located. She
also works for Children’s Hospital,
working on the website and ‘translating’ medical jargon so that stressed
parents can understand it. She also
holds poetry workshops for the staff
to help them deal with their very
emotional and stressful jobs. And
on top of all that, she shares her
poetry on KUOW public radio.

On her
evening with
the sisters,
she began
Elizabeth Austen, Washby reading/
reciting some
ington’s poet laureate,
poems from
was invited to share
other authors
poems with the sisters.
and then some
of her own,
first giving the background of each. She
discussed different types of poetry, how
writing poetry is a form of self-care, and
how it can be used for prayer and meditation. She ended her presentation with
conversation and questions. It was a most
enjoyable and very interactive evening.
If you want to experience her work,
Elizabeth donated her book “Every
Dress A Decision” to the Sisters of
Providence Library and also a CD of
her poems recorded at KUOW. She
said she could not be with the sisters
without reading the following poem:

In The Brides’ House
We know nuns’ bodies do not function
like ours.
Sister Carlotta blows her nose all day
and never exhausts the one tissue
she keeps tucked in the left cuﬀ
of her light blue cardigan. l

El Salvador update

Eucharistic celebration
held at home of Sisters
of Providence in La Papalota

O n April 18,

at the Sisters
of Providence house in La Papalota,
Bishop Orlando Cabrera presided at
a Eucharistic liturgy of thanksgiving for the Providence mission in El
Salvador and for the return of the
sisters to their house in La Papalota.
With the words of the prayer,
“Providence of God, we thank you for
all,” and in the name of the Sisters
of Providence in El Salvador, Sister
Marcia Gatica welcomed Bishop
Cabrera and Fathers Nilton, Benjamin
and Earlin from our parish church,
Our Lady of Guadalupe, in Tierra
Blanca, and Father Angel, OP, from
the Nueva Esperanza community.
The priests all concelebrated the
liturgy with Bishop Cabrera.
As Bishop Cabrera, the priests
and the more than 250 people
from fifteen different communities gathered together under the
large canopy in the front yard of our
house, there were many expressions of recognition and joyful
reunion. Led by the musicians
--Jose, Jonathan, Fernando, Noe,
Carlina and Sister Marcia -- the
people entered into the singing of
the familiar liturgical songs of the
Christian communities in El Salvador.
These are special hymns that give
expression to our life as communities of hope and our solidarity with
one another in the Risen Jesus.
In his homily, Bishop Cabrera
expressed his joy and gratitude
to be with the sisters and the
people once again in La Papalota.

He asked the people to support
the Sisters of Providence and to
recognize that they are members
of a religious congregation with a
mission to serve God’s people.
A number of the persons who
are collaborating with us in the
mission were also present, including
our collaborators in the Providence
Scholarship Program: Ana Delmi
Serrano Ayala and Transito Ruano
de Castro, coordinators, and Anibal
Castro and Tulio Mancia, consultants.
Also present were our professional consultants for the Association of
the Sisters of Providence in El
Salvador: Maria Catalina Avelar
Pleitez, accountant, and Cristina
Gomez, attorney, as well as translator Cristy Ayala.
As is customary in El Salvador,
the Eucharistic celebration was
followed by refreshments for
everyone. For three days prior to
the celebration, Sister Marita Capili,
wanting to serve a juice made from
natural Salvadoran ingredients,
had made 250 servings of jamaica
juice (a long process!) which she
sweetened with syrup she made

p Bishop Orlando Cabrera presides at
the Eucharistic liturgy at the Sisters
of Providence house in La Papalota.

(also a long process!) from harvested
sugar cane. The jamaica juice was
served with individual sweet breads
that had been baked that morning in
Tierra Blanca. Some of the scholarship students helped Sister Marita to
serve the juice and sweet breads to the
people at the conclusion of the liturgy.
When we asked Bishop Cabrera to
celebrate this liturgy, he told Sister
Marcia that he would like to have
some Chilean empanadas on that
day. The empanadas arrived from
San Salvador with Sister Marcia on
the day of the celebration. Following
the liturgy, Sister Marcia invited
11
Bishop Cabrera and the guest priests
into the house, where they enjoyed
the Chilean empanadas served with
a bottle of Chilean red wine.
The Salvadoran people and
our mission among them are in
the hands of a loving and
compassionate Providence . . .

Providence of God,
we thank you for all. l
q The musicians were led by
Sister Marcia Gatica (right).

q Sister Kathryn Rutan (right)
addresses the audience.
Sr. Marita
Capili made
jamaica
juice for the
gathering
after the
liturgy. u

p

Sisters of Providence
Torogoz Community, El Salvador

p Sisters Kathryn (center)
and Marilyn Charette (right)
greeted the guests who came
from 15 communities.

Provincial Administration staff members,
April 2015
I n baseball, they say you can’t know the players without a scorecard.
Seated in front from left:
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Jennifer Hall, provincial treasurer,
16 years
Elinor Alexander, project
coordinator, six weeks
Debbie Roth, fiscal coordinator,
25 years
Sr. Josie Ramac, provincial
councilor
Emily Hughes Dominick,
associate archivist, 7 ½ years
Wendy Iwami, provincial
secretary, 6 ½ years

That’s true today in Provincial Administration, where the lineup has seen
a lot of changes. The names, titles and faces of those who are proud to
serve the Sisters of Providence in Provincial Administration follow.

Standing in back from left:
Sr. Felma Cerezo, graphic art
designer/photographer, 13 ½ years
Lisa Cunneen, senior
administrative assistant, 2 years
Christina Kobbevik, accountant II,
13 ½ years

Sr. Jo Ann Showalter, provincial
councilor
Jayne Holmes, Communications &
Development assistant, 6 ½ years
Regina LeVine, office of Health
& Well-Being care coordinator,
one month
Diana Lee, senior accounting
assistant, 3 years
Sr. Joan Gallagher, provincial councilor
Celeste Diama-Wright, office
manager, four months
Peter Schmid, visual resources
archivist, 14 years
Pam Hedquist, archivist assistanttechnical, 21 years
Linda McMurdo, executive assistant,
two months
Kelly Davis, religious community
chronicles coordinator, 25 years
Luana Prueter, senior accountant,
ten months
Rosalie (Rosie) Stroud, property and
fleet coordinator, four months
Jennifer Roseman, director of
Communications & Development,
14 years
Loretta Greene, archivist, 30 years
Kathy Clark, finance manager,
4 ½ years
Sr. Jacqueline Fernandes, SP technical
computer support, 19 years
Sr. Judy George, assistant librarian
and Vocation Office manager,
15 years
Susan Selbach, librarian, 16 years
Sr. Judith Desmarais, provincial
superior
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