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g As we approach the season of Christmas, g

h

we welcome the gift of life made new each year as we celebrate Jesus becoming one of us.
We experience the generosity of people during this season, a time of giving especially to
those who have many needs. Our generosity is a reflection that all of our gifts have been
abundantly bestowed on us by God. We need to just look around us to be aware of the
numerous opportunities to share with those who are less fortunate, very vulnerable and
marginalized in our society. This season truly brings out the best in people who know and
experience the joy of giving to others.

In pondering the mystery of new life, especially at this time of year, we look around us
and see a world in need of peace, love, acceptance and joy. Many people do not experience
those things because of violence, war or natural disasters, or because they are refugees or
immigrants, are living in poverty, or are in fear for their lives. Jesus became human to
impress upon us the dignity of our humanness, regardless of our life circumstances.
We believe that “The earth is the Lord‘s and all it holds, the world and those who live
in it.” (Psalm 24:1) Thus, with our gift of knowing our worth as human beings, we live as
citizens of this world, with all the responsibilities incumbent in being created by God.
To love and serve one another as Jesus did is at the heart of who we are and who we are
continually called to become.
We have a living example of one who is following in the footsteps of Jesus in the person
of Pope Francis. His writings, “The Joy of the Gospel,” Laudato Si (“On Care For Our
Common Home”), his declaration of the Year of Consecrated Life, and now the beginning
of the Year of Mercy, give us a taste of the depth of his love for the poor and the vulnerable
of this world. Just as God’s love is abundant, we too extend that love and concern for all
creation, humans and the earth itself, as we wait in joyful hope for the coming of our Savior
in the celebration of Christmas.
Let us rejoice and be glad as we bring God’s loving care to all near and far, celebrating
Jesus’ life renewed in all of us, and as we share this good news throughout the world.
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INSIDE:

Have a blessed and peaceful Christmas and New Year!
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El Salvador ministry
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A CELEBR ATION
Sisters of Providence mark 25th
anniversary in the Philippines,
1989–2014 (2015)
25th anniversary celebration in
the Philippines, October 24, 2015

Provincial Superior Judith Desmarais,
SP, welcomes guests at the 25th
anniversary celebration liturgy.
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n the warm, bright
sunny afternoon of October 24,
the three Sisters of Providence
in the Philippines -- Sisters
Lucy Vasquez, Beth Rayray and
Julie Macasieb -- celebrated
God’s faithfulness to them and
the people with a liturgy and
reception at the Saint Augustine
Seminary in Quezon City. Sister
Judith Desmarais, provincial
superior of Mother Joseph
Province, extended a welcome
to all present, including Sisters
Karin Dufault, general superior;
Linda Jo Reynolds and Josie
Lerios, general councilors; Josie
Ramac, provincial councilor;
Sister Hong Nga Nguyen,
Providence Associates, clergy,
relatives, friends and colleagues.
The celebrant for the liturgy
was Father Jim Ferry, MM, vicar
for religious for the Archdiocese
of Manila. Concelebrants were
Msgr. Reggie Hizon, director of
Klinika ni San Jose and Bahay
Puso in Bataan, and Augustinian fathers Nelson Zerda, Jun
Borres and Nick Echebarda.
Providence Associates came
from Punta Sta. Ana and
Bataan. Two special guests were
former Sisters of Providence
Avelita Formeloza and Josepha
Aquino. The Forestry Mothers
(from the squatter areas) were
members of the choir and also
helped set up the reception.

Sister Judith was delighted to visit with former
sisters from her class, Josefa “Josie” Aquino
(left) and Avelita Formeloza (right).
The liturgy ended with Sister
Karin expressing gratitude to
the Augustinian sisters who first
welcomed the Providence sisters
upon their arrival in October of
1989. She also expressed thanks for
all those who have been a support
throughout the years, and for all
that Providence has accomplished
through the sisters in the Philippines.
The beautiful flower arrangements were provided by Sister

Hong Nga, who was in the Philippines for a cross-cultural experience, assisted by Hoang Nguyen,
who was with the sisters for a
“Come & See” experience.
After the liturgy and reception,
the sisters and a few guests went
to the house at Mystic Rose and
enjoyed one another’s company,
grateful to have the time to spend
together. Cards of congratulations
were read and shared among all.
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General Superior
Karin Dufault, SP,
expresses gratitude
to the Augustinian
sisters who first
welcomed the
Providence sisters on
their arrival in 1989.

Provincial Councilor Josie Ramac (left center) is joined by
Providence Associates in the Philippines.
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Providence
of God,
we thank you
for all!
Editor’s note:

This is an excerpt
from remarks made by
Sister Judith Desmarais,
provincial superior of
Mother Joseph Province,
at the anniversary
celebration.

ho has been called by the
Lord to go to the Philippines?” That
was the question asked in 1989 of 15
Sisters of Providence participating
in a discernment process for starting
our mission in the Philippines. Five
sisters ultimately received confirmation of that call and became foundresses of a new Philippine Sector.
The response to the call to serve
in the Philippines was an answer to
prayer for a group of Filipina Sisters
of Providence who belonged to the
three western provinces, two in
the United States – Sacred Heart
and St Ignatius, and one in Canada
– Holy Angels. Denise Robillard,
author of Adventures in the Shadow,
the story of our missions, described
those sisters’ “painful experiences
of double integration” of American
culture and of Sisters of Providence
culture. The Filipina sisters invited
other Sisters of Providence to
minister in the Philippines to work
with children, youth and families,
to do pastoral work and nursing,
and also to promote vocations.
The Philippine Sector was
established August 1, 1989, with
Sister Gloria Keylor, SP, provincial
of Holy Angels Province in western
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Canada, as administrator. She arrived
in the Philippines on October 14,
1989, along with the five chosen
to begin the sector: Sisters Clarella
Fink, Fidela Adriano, Lina Afinidad,
Linda Jo Reynolds, and the late Sister
Renate Hayum. Sisters Fidela and
Lina are native Filipinas. As noted
by the date of arrival, the 25 years
actually occurred in October of 2014.
When the sisters first arrived, they
were welcomed by the Augustinian
sisters in San Juan, who hosted them
in their convent for a month until a
suitable house was found.
The Providence sisters began
by simply being with the people,
immersing themselves in a new
culture, re-learning a culture after
living in the United States, and
becoming familiar with life in the
Philippines. They quickly realized
there was more to learn than about
culture, customs and language. As
Denise Robillard chronicles, they
also grappled with “volcanoes,
typhoons and government coups.”
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A dream realized

Sister Georgette
Bayless awaits

new
in-patient
hospice
center in
Everett
Sister Georgette Bayless
holds a plaque that will
decorate the in-patient
hospice room furnished by
a donor in her honor.
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Sister Georgette (left) is pictured
with a patient at Providence
Hospital, Everett, Washington,
ca. 1978.
Photo courtesy of
Providence Archives.

et’s do something,”

has long been her response when
93-year-old Sister Georgette Bayless
encounters unmet needs. Suﬀering
and sorrow spur her to action, and
to enlist others to join in creating
solutions. Back in the 1970s, she
felt called to respond to the inability
to fulfill a cancer patient’s simple
wish to die at home and began
advocating for a hospice program.
That dream was realized in
1978 by the opening of a hospice
program in Snohomish County that
provides services to dying patients
in their homes, in addition to
bereavement services and respite
care. Last year, the program served
1,942 adults and 34 children.
But Sister Georgette didn’t stop
there. By 2003, when the hospice
program was celebrating its 25th
anniversary, she was championing
a new dream: an in-patient hospice
center for individuals whose end-oflife care is more complex, requiring
a clinical setting. Unfortunately, the
recession thwarted plans to purchase
a site for it in 2009, but the dream

did not die. “We had the vision.
We didn’t let it go,” Sister
Georgette says.
Early next year, Snohomish
County will have its first in-patient
hospice service at Providence
Regional Medical Center Everett,
on the Colby Campus. It will be
the first in-patient hospice service
opened by Providence Health &
Services and one of six such programs
in the state of Washington.
The $5.3 million center will
serve up to 16 patients. One of
its rooms has been furnished
by a donor in honor of Sister
Georgette’s 70th Jubilee this year.
“Let’s get this show on the
road,” she told a reporter for The
Everett Herald. “We want to open
the doors for those people.” l

“We had the vision.
We didn’t let it go,”
Sister Georgette says.

