Sister Beverly Dunn
becomes candidate
director

S

ister Beverly
Dunn has been
named by the provincial superior and
council as candidate
director for a threeyear term ending August 31, 2018.
“Beverly brings much experience
and many gifts of having been on
the formation team previously and
is able to share and teach about our
community life and history,” Provincial Superior Judith Desmarais said
in making the announcement. “We
are grateful to Beverly for accepting
this call to formation ministry in
our religious community.” l

Recognition for service

S

ister
Charlotte Van
Dyke, a longtime
board member
and volunteer at
the Refugee
Women’s Alliance
(ReWA) in Seattle, was recognized
for her commitment to the group
at its annual benefit dinner in
September. Sister Charlotte, a
retired attorney, has served as
the board’s secretary. l
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Mission Week

S

ister Susanne Hartung,
chief mission integration
officer for Providence Strategic
and Management Services,
expressed gratitude for the
participation of Providence
caregivers (employees) in
Renton during Mission Week,
which included Community
Care Day in Kent, Wash.,
in October. She called the
activities “a true emulation
of the work of Emilie Gamelin,”
foundress of the Sisters of
Providence.
“We made over $10,000 from
the Table of the King on Tuesday
and at the Bank of America site
on Wednesday. We had over
150 volunteers serving the poor
in our communities as Mission
Ambassadors this week alone.
We will be donating the funds to
our food banks at Des Moines,
Joseph House and Providence
Regina House. Thank you
for your grace and love.” l

Pictured with Sr. Rosa Sen Nguyen (front
row, second from left) are (from left) new
Providence Associates Michele Mullaly,
Nicolas Estrada and Maribel Kuklish. Behind
them are (from left) Lillian Rouzan, PA; Judy
Umeck, PA; Sr. Joeline Santiago, SSS; Sr.
Teresa White, SP; Sr. Jo Ann Showalter, SP;
Irene Mullen, PA; Lorraine Faiola, PA; Deacon
Emile Adams, PA; and Linda Wyatt, PA.

New Providence
Associates in Burbank

T

hree new Providence Associates, all
employees of Providence High School,
were received at a reception in Burbank
Calif., on September 23, during the school’s
Blessed Emilie Gamelin prayer service.
The new PAs are Michele Mullaly, senior
counselor; Maribel Kuklish, 10th grade
academic advisor, and Nicolas Estrada,
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campus minister. Providence Associates
are women and men of all faiths who
share the mission and spirituality of the
Sisters of Providence. Welcome! l

Photo earns a magazine cover and story

S

Thank you for service

Provincial Superior Judith

Desmarais (center) was thanked
for her service on the board of
the Leadership Conference of
Women Religious (LCWR) at the
organization’s annual assembly
in Houston in August. She
recently completed her term
representing LCWR Region 15.

Find us on
Facebook!

ister Sue Orlowski got a surprise in September when she
opened the mailing envelope that contained her copy of Butterfly
Gardener magazine. She expected a photo she had taken to be
included inside the magazine, but was delighted to discover that it
also was used on the cover in addition to being featured along with
an article on a full page inside.
Sister Sue, a member of the North American Butterfly Association,
wrote: “One day last spring I went to Hawk Canyon Campground in Washington
State. As I walked around the campground I kept
seeing different species of swallowtails fly around
but then they would disappear over the bank of
the river. When I walked to the place where I saw
them fly, to my amazement there were about 25
butterflies and three different species all congregated on the bank. The dirt was moist and the
butterflies were drinking as well as mating. I must
have stayed there for almost an hour and I took
several pictures. It was a gift of a lifetime since
I don’t know when I might ever see so many
different swallowtails in one place.” l

A photograph taken by Sr. Sue Orlowski made
the cover of Butterfly Gardener magazine.

http://www.facebook.com/sistersofprovidencemjp
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Congregational renewal
engages and enlightens

“middle group” sisters

S ister Maggie Pastro
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was one of 22 sisters in “the middle
group” who participated in the
Providence Congregational Renewal
Program in Montreal,
Quebec, August 24 to
September 7, 2015. The
participants were sisters
who entered the
novitiate between 1965
and 2000, or who had
transferred to the Sisters
of Providence during that
time period.
The program was in
response to the General Chapter invitation: We move forward, enlivened by the
Spirit who invites us as a congregation to
weave together the threads of our intercultural reality for the sake of the Mission.
With Blessed Emilie, Mother Bernarda and
Mother Joseph, we want to live without
borders and to be interconnected, attentive
to the needs of the poor and of creation.
The theme of the gathering was, “My
Covenant with you is forever!” The image
of a rainbow symbolized diversity,
beauty, unity, hope and God’s fidelity.
The requirements for invitees
were specific: They could not have
participated in the 2011 international
formation program; had to have suﬃcient physical and emotional health;
had to be willing to engage in a multilingual/multi-cultural environment
and have a comfort level with selfinterpretation; and had to be endorsed
by their provincial leadership team.
Of the 22 sisters who met the
requirements and were accepted for this
gathering, four were from Chile, one

from Egypt, one from Holy Angels
Province, two from the Philippines, four
from Montreal, one from Winooski,
Vermont, and nine from Mother Joseph
Province.
Sister Maggie was intrigued that
Mother Joseph Province had the
majority of sisters able to participate in
the renewal program. She noted that it
was wonderful to witness the more
reserved, quieter sisters speaking up and
taking an active role in the process.
Theological presentations were given
by many of the General Council members
and other resource persons. General
Superior Karin Dufault gave a presentation on transformational leadership and
the importance of being a servant leader.
Sister Maria Antonieta Trimpay gave a
presentation on “Answering the Call to
be Missionary Disciples of Jesus.” Sister
Maggie said General Councilor/Treasurer
Rollande Malo gave a wonderful presentation on the actuarial study regarding
the future of the religious community
that was similar to the presentation she
gave at the 2012 General Chapter. Sister
Rollande framed her presentation
theologically and in a setting that invited
the sisters to trust in God’s Providence.
Those present were encouraged to grow
in contemplative listening and dialogue.
General Councilor Mary Kaye Nealen
gave a presentation on “Communion,
Community, the Cosmos” and caring
for the earth, which correlated with a
reflection on Pope Francis’ encyclical,
Laudato Si.
The highlight of the program for
many of the sisters was “walking in the
footsteps” of each of the foundresses
-- Blessed Emilie Gamelin,
Mother Joseph of the
Sacred Heart, and Mother
Bernarda Morin -- and
visiting Sorel, Laval and
Old Montreal, the heart of
the religious community.
The sisters present were

t Renewal program
participants gather
around the statue of
Blessed Emilie Gamelin
for a photo opp.

p Sisters work on a project
in Providence Congregational
Renewal Program in Montreal.
asked to act as resource persons for
diﬀerent skills, classes or hobbies.
Sister Maggie taught a class on the
art of Zentangle, intricate pen and
ink abstract drawings that bring focus
and creativity to the individual.
Toward the end of the program,
several in the group went to the
women’s prison for Mass and to visit
with the women. Three were being
released, and they were each given a
prayer card with the scripture saying
from Isaiah about being precious in
the Lord’s sight. On the other side of
the prayer card was a beautiful icon of
Jesus, the Word. The women shared
what they had learned from their
time in prison and their hopes for the
future. They also asked for prayers as
they moved forward to begin new lives.
“The Congregational Renewal was
a wonderful experience,” Sister Maggie
said. “I am so grateful to have had the
opportunity at this time in my life.” l

Books
for

Babes

celebrates
10th
anniversary
in Walla Walla

Contacts in English
and Spanish:
Marisol Avila, SP
(206) 765-7091
vocations@providence.org

Sr. Vilma
Franco (left)
and Sr. Marisol
Avìla at a
vocation event.

Sisters of Providence

The charism of our Providence

community is the manifestation
of the mysteries of God’s
Providence and of Our Lady of
Sorrows in compassionate
charity, and creative and prophetic
solidarity with the poor.

We invite you to share our

charism and mission.
Proclaim the God of Providence
with us.

S ince 2005,

Books for Babes has given out
7,000 bags of books to newborns and their parents at
Providence St. Mary Medical Center and Walla Walla
General Hospital. “Overall, the mission of Books for
Babes is to encourage the parents to begin reading to
their babies right away in order to take advantage of a
golden opportunity for brain development,” according to
the Books for Babes website. Each newborn receives a
bag containing soft books, hard books and a homemade
book created by students at Edison Elementary.
In September, Books for Babes co-founder Kay Barga,
PA, and volunteers handed out cupcakes on Main Street
downtown to mark the anniversary and to spread the
news about the program. The books given this fall are
courtesy of donations from the community and from
The Moms’ Network.
“It was so fun to be downtown promoting Books for
Babes and celebrating in the community,” Kay told The
Walla Walla Valley Weekly. “I feel our community and
organizations like The Mom’s Network are firm believers
in early literacy as they have shown and continue to
show in their support for Books for Babes. It takes a
village and Walla Walla is that special village.”

Kay Barga, PA, co-founder of Books for Babes, gets a
hand from 10-year-old Isa Sachs to hand out cupcakes
on Main Street in downtown Walla Walla to mark the
program’s 10-year anniversary.
Congratulations on this important ministry, Kay,
and thanks Sister Helen Mason, for spreading the
word about it! l
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Sisters of Providence mark 25th anniversary
in the Philippines, 1989–2014 (2015)
25th anniversary celebration
in the Philippines, October 24, 2015
16

Still, they persevered, receiving
incorporation as the Sisters of
Providence-Philippine Sector, Inc.,
on August 17, 1990, the same
year that they opened the first
house for aspirants. The following
year, 1991, they received Julia
Macasieb as the first candidate.
Over the years, the sisters
were engaged in various ministries: Basic Ecclesial Communities,
education, parish ministry, support
and community service – including
disaster relief, campus ministry,
collaboration – with prison
ministry, with justice and peace
work, and with the Association of
Major Religious Superiors. They
lived in a number of areas: Quezon
City, Dagupan in Pangasinan, Punta
Sta. Ana, Sta. Mesa, Balick-Balick,
San Miguel, Paco, and Bataan.
Of course, one of the great
certainties of life is change, and
that also has been true in the
Philippines. On February 19, 2007,
the anniversary of the birth of
foundress Blessed Emilie Gamelin,
the Philippine Sector had grown
large enough and became Our

q

A CELEBR ATION

Sisters at the 25th anniversary celebration in the Philippines gather
for a photo. From left are Srs. Linda Jo Reynolds, Beth Rayray,
Judith Desmarais, Josie Ramac, Hong Nga Nguyen, Lucy Vasquez,
Fidela Adriano, Josie Lerios, Julie Macasieb and Karin Dufault.
Lady of Providence Vice-Province.
Sister Kathryn Rutan, then general
superior, said the change process
included “the study of the availability of present and future sister
personnel for the mission and for
leadership and formation roles,
as well as the present and future
financial viability of the Sisters of
Providence in the Philippines.”
Like other areas in the
world where we have Sisters
of Providence, there develops
the movement of Providence
Associates, who are persons called
to live the Providence mission as
lay people. They wish to develop
Providence spirituality which

is expressed in ministry to the
poor and vulnerable. The first
Providence Associate group in
the Philippines began in Punta
Sta. Ana in 2007; a second group
was begun in Bataan in 2009.
However, the ways of
Providence are not always our ways,
and another change came seven
years later, on May 17, 2014, at
the close of the General Leadership
Conference in Edmonton, Alberta,
Canada. On that date, Mother
Joseph Province welcomed the
three remaining sisters in the
Philippines to membership in
the province . . . l

