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for its advocacy:  raising awareness, discussing the 
issue with others, and leadership.  Sister Joan took 
that third step in 1990 when she raised the issue of 
the death penalty in a meeting with Pope John Paul 
II.  The pope asked how he could get more practi-
cally involved on the issue in the United States and 
he followed through by contacting governors when 
death penalty cases became an issue in their states.  
Sister Joanʼ’s conversation with him provided input as 
he was writing the encyclical, The Gospel of Life.

Mother Joseph Provinceʼ’s initiative on the issue 
began as a statement and evolved into the stronger 
response of a corporate stance.  As the committee of 
sisters worked through the development of the stance, 
they offered education about the issue, including the 
death penaltyʼ’s high and inevitable risk of putting the 
innocent to death, and the unfairness of its application 
based on race, ethnicity and poverty.  They engaged 
in discussion of the issue, including inviting former 
Florida death row inmate Juan Melendez-Colon to St. 
Joseph Residence in Seattle in the fall of 2011.  His 
appearance was one of several sponsored by WCADP.  
Melendez-Colon had spent 17 years, eight months and 
one day on Floridaʼ’s death row for a crime he did not 

commit.  In 2012, Sisters Joan, Lenora and 
Charlene joined other anti-death-penalty 
advocates in taking their case to Olympia 
for a public hearing on SB 6283 and for 
a Lobby Day to End the Death Penalty.  
Their message to Washington State legisla-
tors was that life without parole is a safe 
and just alternative to the death penalty.

Implementation of the corporate stance 
will be discussed by the sisters in their local 
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communities.  Look for more information on this in 
the winter issue of  and on the Sisters of 
Providence website (www.sistersofprovidence.net) 
in the Social Justice section. ●

Sisters of Providence adopted a 
corporate stance to end the death penalty at their 
Provincial Chapter in August. The action is a result 
of “prayer, discernment and dialogue, and will be part 
of our prayer and action in the future,” said Provincial 
Superior Judith Desmarais.  This is the first corporate 
stance taken by Mother Joseph Province and has been 
in process for the last couple of years.   

The foundation for the corporate stance is rooted 
in the Sisters of Providence Constitutions, No. 26:  
“Attention to the needs of the poor and to situations of 
injustice which oppress them arouses in us a concern 
for the demands of social justice. We therefore consider 
it a duty to promote human dignity by acts of solidar-
ity with persons and groups, sharing what we have with 
them even to the point of risking our own security.”

A committee of sisters has been actively working 
on this initiative since the fall of 2011.  The committee 
members are Providence Sisters Joan Campbell, Charlene 
Hudon, Lenora Donovan, Lois Murray, Georgette Bayless 
and Charlotte Van Dyke, and Sister Eileen Walsh, OP.  
Sister Joan Campbell has been a longtime, tireless voice 
against the death penalty.  She is a board member of 

the Washing-
ton Coalition 
Against the 
Death Penalty 
(WCADP), 
which has 
adopted a 
three-step 
continuum 
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Guatemalan service trip
S  just 77 years 

young, traveled the twisting mountain roads and climbed 
the steep hillside in May towards a goal of reducing 
serious health hazards for 40 families in the village of 
Sehaquiba.  She brought with her the pioneering spirit 
and comforting presence of a Sister of Providence.

Here is an excerpt from Sister Kitsyʼ’s reflection:

Providence Health Internationalʼ’s Guatemala initiative 
provides opportunities for Providence employees to participate 
in international development, particularly around global 
health.  This shared experience allows them to live the legacy 
the Sisters of Providence have left them with and to really 
understand what it means to be a person of Providence. 

In this first year of the Guatemala initiative, PHI has made 
several service trips to Guatemala, but this is the first that 
included a Sister of Providence, said Aimee Khuu, program 
director for the Guatemala initiative.  “It was so important to 
have Sister Kitsy on this trip,” Aimee said.  “It put the group 
in touch with the Sisters of Providence in a real connection.

“Sister Kitsy offered a wonderful challenge through her 
ability to provoke conversation.  She called the team members 
sons and daughters of Mother Emilie Gamelin and asked, 
ʻ‘what would she say if she were with us?ʼ’  That took everyone 
to a deep place of contemplation.” 

Aimee said the group bonded before the service trip 
through three orientations, and during it through nightly 
reflections.  Team members have gathered several times 
since then, and a summer reunion was planned with 
family members. 

Eight trips to Guatemala are planned for 2014, 
Aimee said.  PHI hopes to have a Sister of Providence 
on more of these service trips in the 
future, providing teams with 
a deeper connection to 
the sistersʼ’ mission of 
international work.	 ●

Sister Kathryn Rutan 
adds pioneering spirit to                 

Editorʼ’s note:
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