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New PA in Burbank

New Leaf Bakery Café is a unique 
job training program that blends 
education, hands-on work experience, 
and supportive services designed to 
help low-income women gain the 
self-confidence and professional skills 
necessary for self-sufficiency. New 
Leaf is one of the programs that make 
up Transitions, an intercommunity 14

Program at Spokane intercommunity ministry 
adds a greenhouse

ministry sponsored by four communities 
of women religious in Spokane.

There are three main components of 
the New Leaf program— the kitchen 
where the women make all of the food 
and baked goods, the cafe and catering 
service where the food is sold, and the 
community garden.  And as of January 30, 
New Leaf has a new greenhouse.  ● 

T

Sister comes from Philippines 
for cross-cultural experience

On November 20, Sister Lucy 
Vasquez arrived in Seattle from Our Lady 
of Providence Vice-Province to begin a 
six-month, cross-cultural experience in 
Mother Joseph Province.  Sister Lucyʼ’s 
goals are to be involved in ministry 
with the sisters and to learn Spanish.

 After a weekʼ’sʼ’ stay at St. Joseph Residence that 
included the Thanksgiving celebration, Sister Lucy 
traveled to Yakima, Wash., to live with Sisters 
Alice St. Hilaire and Silvia Troncoso.

Welcome, Sister Lucy, as all of us share 
and learn during this six-month period 
of cross-cultural experience!  ●

Linda Wyatt, a longtime faculty 
member at Providence High School 
in Burbank, Calif., became a 
Providence Associate on November 
4.  Providence Associates are lay 
women and men of all faiths who 
desire to share the mission and 
spirituality of Providence and are 
drawn by the spirit and charism 
of the Sisters of Providence.

“My association with the Sisters 
of Providence began back in the fall 
of 1974 when I started teaching at 
Providence,” Linda said.  “I believed 
in the core values of the Sisters of 
Providence as well as their holistic 
philosophy of education.”  She 
became friends with then faculty 
members Sister Mary Hawkins and 
Sister Susanne Hartung and later 
was introduced to the Providence 
Associates Program by Judy Egan 
Umeck, PA, director of admissions, 
and Irene Mullen, PA, former 
director of finance.  Provincial 
Councilor Jo Ann Showalter, SP, 
traveled to Burbank to receive Linda 
as a Providence Associate.  ●
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http://www.facebook.com/sistersofprovidencemjp

Two artists meet

The next few weeks proved 
the resiliency of the sisters and 
staff, as rooms were evacuated to 
accommodate repairs.  Residents 
on the third and fourth floors were 
evacuated to the second floor, 
where they spent the daytime hours 
in the large or small dining room, 

A visit to Chihuly Garden and 
Glass in Seattle, Wash., was a treat 
for a group of Sisters of Providence in 
January, but it became extra special 
for Sister Lucy Villanova.  A special 
guest coming into its Collections Café 
that day for lunch paid the sisters a 
visit.  Sr. Lucy, an artist herself, asked 
internationally acclaimeded artist Dale 
Chihuly if she could shake his hand.  
This photograph of the moment, 
snapped by Vicky Smith, recreational 
therapy coordinator at St. Joseph 
Residence, is one for the scrapbooks. ●T

empty bedrooms or wherever space 
could be found.  Sisters Jacqueline 
Fernandes and Kaye Belcher, house 
superior and assistant superior, 
respectively, rallied the staff and 
volunteers in helping the sisters 
deal with the disruption and even 
find some fun in it.  When wallpaper 
and ceiling tiles had been replaced 
as needed, and carpets had dried 
out or been replaced, things were 
beginning to return to normal.

“This eve of the Immaculate 
Conception will be one remembered 
for a long time,” said Provincial 
Superior Judith Desmarais.  “We 
are most thankful that everyone 
was safe and there were no injuries 
during this huge disruption of 
their lives.  In fact, the sisters 
were most cooperative and ʻ‘went 
with the flow,ʼ’ no pun intended!  
Their emergency evacuation 
plan was carried out in record 
time, and this was not a practice 
session, but the real thing!” ●

Water damage at SJR
On December 7, just before 

the 11 a.m. Mass at St. Joseph 
Residence, Seattle, a sprinkler 
head broke on the south end of 
the fourth floor, near the chapel 
door of the balcony section.  
The amount of flowing water 
inundated the hallway and several 
rooms, then continued downward 
to the third floor, flooding that 
hallway and the kitchen area.  
Some water got into the library on 
the second floor, and eventually 
some water made its way to 
the basement, as well.  The 
fire department turned off the 
sprinkler system, but not before 
the water had done its damage.

Fortunately, the Providence 
Archives, housed at SJR on the 
second floor, was undamaged.

●

Sister Margarita leads retreat

SHMC dedicates new 
childrenʼ’s emergency center
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Editorʼ’s note:
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Sister Maria Reilly, SP


