
9

●



10

Remarks 
from the 
benediction
service 
in honor of 
Sr. Pauline 
Lemaire



A t commencement ceremonies 
in Great Falls, Mont., on May 11, the University 
of Great Falls presented its highest honor, the 
Manus Dei Award, to former faculty member Mary 
Kaye Nealen, SP.  Another former faculty member, 
Father James Sikora, also received the award.

The Manus Dei Award was created to recognize 
distinguished service to the Catholic faith and to 
the college, and to commemorate the centennial 
of the Sisters of Charity of Providence in Montana.  
No annual program of presentation was planned; 
instead, the awards were to be made “from time 
to time to honor outstanding men and women.”  

Sister Mary Kaye joined the UGF family in 1979 
as a part-time professor.  Over the next 33 years, 
she became a full-time professor of theology, 

provost and director of 
mission integration.  “Sister 
Mary Kaye was a gentle and 
constant presence on campus, 
helping shape the universityʼ’s 
Catholic identity and mission 
of offering students ʻ‘a liberal 
education for living and 
making a living,ʼ’” the univer-
sity said in a press release.  
Last January, Sister Mary 

Kaye began a five-year term as a general councilor 
focusing on continuing education and social 
justice issues for the international congregation of 
the Sisters of Providence in Montreal, Quebec.

Sister Mary Kaye, Provincial Superior Judith 
Desmarais and Providence Ministries sponsor Sister 
Anita Butler attended the commencement ceremonies.

Father Sikora began his journey with the univer-
sity in 1980, after serving the Diocese of Great Falls 
as director of religious education.  Over the next 
32 years he served as chaplain, dean of students, 
special advisor to the president, and dean of under-
graduate studies.  He retired last December. 

The Manus Dei medal was designed and 
handcrafted in silver in 1964 for the then-College 
of Great Falls by noted professor of art Sister Mary 
Trinitas, SP.  The name of the award, “Manus Dei,” 
means Hand of God.  The medal depicts a cross as 
the symbol of Christ and a dove as a symbol of the 
Holy Spirit.  The words “Manus Dei” are inscribed 
on either side of a replica of the collegeʼ’s bell tower, 
erected in 1964 as a memorial to the first 100 
years of the Sisters of Providence in Montana.

The first recipient of the medal was the Most 
Reverend William J. Condon, bishop of Great Falls.  
In 1993, the medal was presented to Sister Rita 
Mudd, SP (Sister Rita of the Sacred Heart). ●
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for homeless and underserved youth, 
ages 14 to 21, since it opened in 2009. 
Sister Josie Ramac first went there 
about two years ago at the invitation 
of one of its board members, Sister 
Roberta Rorke.  “She was showing me 
some neighborhood ministries,” Sister 
Josie recalled.  “She is always involved 
in things for the poor.”  This one was 
at 204 South Naches Avenue, just a 
few blocks away from where Sister 
Josie and Sister Fidela Adriano live.  

Sister Josie was introduced to the 
director and to some of the young 
people who frequent the drop-in 
resource center.  At first, she admitted, 
she was a bit uncomfortable because 
of their big hair, tattoos and enormous 
earrings.  But that all changed when 
the sisters got to know these young 
people through serving one meal 
a week at Rodʼ’s House.  Now, they 
canʼ’t do enough to help out and to 
encourage others to join them.

Comprehensive Mental Health 
donated the house in the fall of 2006 
and volunteers gutted and rebuilt it 
from inside out.  The vision of Rodʼ’s 
House is to reconnect kids with their 
community and to give them an entry 
point for finding resources, survival 
skills, support and safety. The need is 
clear.  It is estimated that about 700 
youth in that age group are homeless 
in Yakima County, 60 percent of them 
male and 40 percent of them female.

The list of their needs is daunting, 
but Rodʼ’s House is vital as a place 
that is free from drugs, violence and 
gang activity, and that offers food, 
clothing, showers, laundry facilities 
and school supplies.  In addition, it 
offers referrals for case management, 
access to health care, education and 
employment opportunities, and mental 
health, legal and financial counseling 

services.  It is a place to get mail and 
messages, use a computer, and to find 
someone willing to listen and help.

Sister Josie and Sister Fidela walked 
away from their initial visit wanting 
to help.  They began by serving one 
weekday meal, from 3 to 6 p.m., to 
between 15 and 30 young people each 
week. “We got to know the faces of the 
kids and they got to know us,” Sister 
Josie said.  When Sister Fidela was out 
of town, Sister Lucy Vasquez, here 
from the Philippine Vice-Province for 
a cross-cultural experience, stepped 
up to help.  At first their generosity 
was carved out of their own house 
budget, but as they talked about Rodʼ’s 
House to other people, they wanted 
to help, too.  Providence Associates 
in Yakima heard about it and put on 
a bake sale last year to benefit Rodʼ’s 
House, she said.  A catechist who 
owns a Mexican food restaurant gives 
discounted or free tamales when 
the sisters donʼ’t feel like cooking. 

So far, the sisters have not had 
to ask for money from their local 
community fund for the poor to pay for 
the meals at Rodʼ’s House because of 
the donations, Sister Josie said, adding, 
“Providence seems to provide.” 	 ●
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