
	 ●

K

disappear in record time to start the process and to keep 
the aisles and tables accessible to sisters using the library.  

“It was an adventure, thatʼ’s for sure, but it worked out,” 
Janelle said.  “I earned my volunteer merit badge that day!”

Janelle, who grew up in the Tri-Cities, feels extremely 
lucky to be volunteering in the Sisters of Providence 
Library.  “I would give up my lunch periods at school just 
to volunteer in the library, just to breathe books,” she said.  
She was fascinated by the Dewey Decimal system, a kind 
of secret code for librarians. She thought about becoming 
a librarian herself, but did not follow her passion.  Instead, 
she began a career as a medical speech pathologist and 
rehab manager at nursing homes and hospitals. Today, 
at 56, she finds herself with time to pursue that childhood 
passion after taking early retirement.  

“I love being here,” she said.  “This is such a fantastic 
experience!  Iʼ’m not a Catholic, but here I am in the 
sistersʼ’ library, making friends and getting to know the 
sisters who live here.  I really appreciate how accepting 
and wonderful Joan and the other sisters are.”

Thanks, Janelle, for all that you are and all that you 
do for the Sisters of Providence!  ●
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A casual question in a West Seattle 
used bookstore two years ago proved to be provi-
dential for Sister Joan Gallagher, librarian for Mother 
Joseph Province.  “How can you do that without Dewey 
Decimals (the official system used to catalogue 
and display library books)?” she asked the volunteer 
arranging books on the storeʼ’s shelves.  She and the 
volunteer, Janelle Otterholt, smiled, laughed and began 
a casual conversation.  

Sister Joan, who was doubling as province librarian 
and vocation director at the time, introduced herself 
and asked Janelle if she was looking for a different 
type of volunteering with books.  Janelle, who admits 
to being an active bibliophile since her elementary 
school days, eagerly said “Yes!”  Thus began a fruitful 
partnership for both parties.

For the past two years, Janelle has been volunteering 
for a few hours at least one day a week, and sometimes 
two days, in the library at St. Joseph Residence.  Her 
routine has been to check books in and out, to shelve 
them and straighten the libraryʼ’s holdings.  Then there 
are the other tasks Sister Joan gives her, which are always 
fun but can be challenging.  One of the biggest adven-
tures was dealing with the sudden arrival of 80 boxes 
of donated books when Sister Joan was away from the 
library.  Someone who has never worked in a library 
has no idea how many steps it takes to process a book 
before it hits the shelf.  With the skill of a magician, 
Janelle threw herself into making those boxes of books 
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Sister Annette Seubert left her 
position as chaplain and mission 
integration director at Providence Holy 
Family Hospital in August as she 
prepared to depart for El Salvador for 
a cross-cultural ministry experience.  
On August 16, the hospital hosted 
a reception to say farewell and to 
celebrate Sister Annetteʼ’s 50th Jubilee 
as a Sister of Providence.

Sister Annette entered the novitiate in 
1962 and made first profession in 1965.  
After completing a bachelorʼ’s degree in 
1967 at Seattle University, she began her 
first ministry in Great Falls, Mont.  She 
later served as a hospital chaplain at 
Columbus Hospital in Great Falls, and 
then was director of spiritual care at 
St. Mary Medical Center in Walla Walla.  
She served on the Provincial Council from 
2005 to 2009.

“For the last two and a half years, 
Sister Annette has passed through the 
halls here at Holy Family, honoring the 
hospitalʼ’s earliest roots while at the same 
time validating the Dominicansʼ’ wisdom 
in choosing the Sisters of Providence to 
receive this legacy,” Jane Mather, spiritual 
care director for urban campuses, told 
those gathered.  “She has touched our 
hearts and lifted burdens from the souls 
of patients and their families – and each 
one of us . . .”

 “Annette, we love you and will 
carry on the work of Providence as you 
have modeled for us.  Thank you for 
investing yourself in us as people of 
Providence.  May you always be blessed 
as your journey takes you from here and 
know that you take from here our love 
and prayers.”

At the celebration, Sister Annette was 
presented with a gift of $500 for the 
ministry in El Salvador. 	 ●

Holy Family Hospital says 

farewell to Sister Annette
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Sister Dolores Ellwart 

moves from 

DeSmet, Idaho, 

to Spokane
 In September, Sister 

Dolores Ellwart left the 
tiny farm community of DeSmet, 
Idaho, where she was born in 1929, 
and moved to Emilie Court in Spokane.  
She entered the religious community 
in 1947 in Seattle and returned to 
DeSmet in 1965, where she taught 
all the grades at Mary Immaculate 
School and also was superior and 
principal.  When the school closed 
in 1974, she moved across the 
road to Sacred Heart Mission as 
parish minister.  She also was 

Sister Suzette becomes 

chaplain in northeastern 

Washington

At the end of August, 
Sister Suzette Bautista 
began doing chaplain 
ministry at Providence 
Mount Carmel Hospital in 
Colville, Wash., and at a long-term-care 
facility in nearby Chewelah.

“Your prayers, loving support and 
encouragement empowered me to 
keep listening to Godʼ’s will and 
trusting in Providence,” Sister Suzette 
wrote. “I feel excited and happy to do 
my ministry in those facilities.  Please 
pray with me that I will be able to 
serve well, especially among our poor 
in rural Eastern Washington.”  ●
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New Providence 

Associate welcomed 

in Seattle

The Providence Associates of 
Greater Seattle welcomed Pat Koetter 
as a Providence Associate in an 
evening ceremony in the chapel at 
St. Joseph Residence on October 15.  
Pat was received by Provincial 
Councilor Jo Ann Showalter, SP. 
Afterward, Sisters of Providence, 
Providence Associates and friends 
gathered in the dining room for
a reception.

Pat was born in New Jersey, 
educated for nursing in Pennsylvania 
and worked most of her life in the 
specialties of long-term care and 
hospice in Baltimore, Md. She 
moved to Seattle in 2003 and retired 
in 2012.  She has two children and 
three grandchildren.  

“I came to know the Sisters of 
Providence when I started working 
at Mount St. Vincent and then
moved to Hospice of Seattle,” Pat 
wrote.  “I admired the charism of 
love for the poor and sick, as I have 
dedicated my life to this service.”

Although Pat joined 
the Providence Asso-
ciates of Mother Joseph 
in Seattle, she is moving 
to Spokane, where 
she looks forward to 
continuing her involve-
ment and service. ●
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chairperson of the school 
board for a number of years 
at the tribal school started 
by the Coeur dʼ’Alenes.  

Sister Dolores remained in 
DeSmet, 14 miles south of 
Coeur dʼ’Alene, Idaho, for 
nearly 40 years.  Over the 
years, she has spent weekends
with the sisters in Spokane, 
so sheʼ’s certainly no stranger 
there.  Welcome to Emilie 
Court, Sister Dolores. 	 ●
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In what has become an annual 
post-Provincial Chapter gathering, 
Filipino sisters from Mother Joseph 
Province headed to Twin Lakes, in 

Rathdrum, 
Idaho, for 
a special 
retreat to 
relax and 
enjoy each 
other.  ●	 

Travels

The Providence Associates of Greater Seattle 
renewed their commitment as Providence Associates 
in a simple ceremony Sunday, September 22, in the 
chapel at St. Josephʼ’s Residence (SJR).  The main 
focus of the renewal was on Our Lady of Sorrows 
and how her presence is an inspiration in their 
commitment as associates in the Providence 
community.  Sisters of Providence, Providence 

A gathering of 

special friends

PAs in Greater Seattle 

renew their commitment

Two Sisters of Providence 

renew vows in September

September brought vow renewals for 
two Sisters of Providence, Sister Rosa Sen 
Nguyen and Sister Hong Nga Nguyen.  Each 
sister renewed her consecration to God, 
making anew her commitment to the vows 
as a Sister of Providence.

Sister Rosa Sen renewed her 
vows September 15, the Feast 
of Our Mother of Sorrows, at 
the chapel at Mount St. Joseph, 
Spokane, during the morning 
Mass after the reading of the 
Gospel and homily.  Sister Margaret Botch, 
SP, was the provincial superiorʼ’s delegate to 
receive Sister Rosa Senʼ’s renewal of vows.  
Father Ken Krall, SJ, was the celebrant.  
Providence Associates Eileen Norris and 
Kathe Boucha and Sister Julie Wokasch, 
OSB, gave the readings.

The renewal of vows ceremony for Sister 
Hong Nga was September 20 at Boston 
House in Seattle.  Provincial Superior Judith 
Desmarais presided at the ceremony.  Sister 
Margaret, Sister Hong Ngaʼ’s formation 
director, welcomed Sister Lucille 
Dean, representing the members 
of Sister Hong Ngaʼ’s St. Anne 
local community, residents of 
Boston House and Sister Judith 
to the prayer service. ●

Companions and friends 
joined in the gathering, 
which was followed by 
a reception in the SJR 
dining room. ●
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Since I entered the 
religious community 


