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Return to La Papalota

Sisters to focus their El Salvador ministry

on education and formation of youth

I n January of 2015,

Sisters of Providence will
once again be living in the house in La Papalota in the Bajo
Lempa region of El Salvador, where they first arrived in 1995.
The return to the La Papalota house will facilitate community
life and the ministries of the sisters.
The decision of the Leadership
Team of Mother Joseph Province
to focus the Providence mission in
El Salvador on the education and
formation of youth and young adults
is the result of a two-year discernment process. Bishop Orlando
Cabrera, who initially welcomed the
sisters to his diocese of Santiago de
Maria in 1995, has given his support
for this decision and welcomed the
sisters’ renewed engagement in the
Bajo Lempa region of El Salvador.

This house in La Papalota
in the Bajo Lempa region
of El Salvador was built by
the Sisters of Providence.
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The La Papalota house was
constructed by the Sisters of
Providence on land owned by the
La Maroma Cooperative and has had
sisters living in it and/or ministries
located there since 1995. Provincial
Superior Judith Desmarais, Sister
Marilyn Charette, presently living and
ministering in El Salvador, and Sister
Kathryn Rutan, who will be returning
to El Salvador in October, had the
opportunity to meet with the executive
group of the La Maroma Cooperative
in May.
“Thank you to all of you who have
prayed for the success of the Salvador
mission,” Sister Judith wrote to the
sisters. “We have been searching
and discerning to have a focus and
Providence has provided.” 	 ●

Looking back

I

n 1995, the long-running
civil war in El Salvador that led
to thousands of deaths and the
destruction of the nation’s economy
and infrastructure had ended. The
Salvadoran people were struggling
to rebuild their country and their
lives. It was then that the Sisters of
Providence received an invitation
from the people and the pastoral
team of a rural area in the department of Usulutan (the Bajo Lempa),
which included the communities of
La Papalota and Angela Montano.
They responded by sending
five sisters: Isabel Cid, Marilyn
Charette, Frances Stacey, Kathryn
Rutan and Ema Maureira. These
sisters felt called to be a healing
presence for a people ravaged by war
and to be a Providence community
among and with the Christian Base
Communities in the Bajo Lempa.
In his homily at a Mass on the
occasion of the sisters’ arrival
in La Papalota, Bishop Rodrigo
Orlando Cabrera presented them
to the people, saying, “I give you
the Sisters of Providence as a
gift of God.” 	 ●
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Sisters’ mission in El Salvador
has evolved over time

Over time,
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changes have
occurred in the local church, in the
pastoral team and in the Christian Base
Communities. These changes required
the sisters to review their presence in El
Salvador and to determine the focus of
their ministry there. Beginning in the
mid-1990s, in response to a general lack
of support for the education of girls, the
sisters developed a scholarship fund to
provide assistance to girls and young
women for secondary education. Their
needs were quite simple: money to
purchase the required school uniform,
bus fare to and from secondary schools
in neighboring cities, and for lunch
each day. Over the years the sisters
expanded their involvement in this
scholarship program to help boys and
young men, and also students attending
universities. Beginning in 2015, with the
new mission focus, the sisters hope to
further expand the scholarship program
to include even more young Salvadorans.
Two of the original group of sisters
who served in El Salvador – Sister
Marilyn Charette and Sister Kathryn
Rutan – and Sister Marita Capili will
move into the La Papalota house in
January. Sister Marcia Gatica, a member
of this local community, is in San
Salvador studying at the University of
Central America. It is hoped that more
sisters will join the local community
and mission team in the near future.
A Providence Associate, Delmi
Serrano Ayala, presently administers
the scholarship program. Because
the families in the Bajo Lempa region
often cannot aﬀord the necessary
tuition, clothing and books, education
often ends with grades 5 and 6.
With the assistance of the scholarship program, many young people
have completed their secondary
education and some have been able
to go on to a university education.
The cost of the education of these
Salvadoran young people is very
inexpensive by our standards. Junior
high students need about $60 to start
oﬀ the school year in January and
then $10 a month for transportation to their local school. High school
students need a start-up fund and
then between $35 and $40 monthly,
depending on the distance they live
from their high school. A university
scholarship provides students with
between $50 and $150 monthly.

The scholarship program also
includes a personal and social development and life skills formation process.
Once a month, the youth gather for
sessions and activities provided by
Providence Associates Transito Ruano
Castro, her husband Anibal Castro, and the other Providence Associates. In addition, each scholarship recipient
participates in some kind of community outreach service which is integral
to the formation program.
A little investment reaps huge
benefits for these young people,
including better jobs and better lives
for themselves and their families. “At
this time, given the crises in Central
American countries including El
Salvador, providing assistance to these
young people is critical,” Sister Kathryn
said. “Anything we can do to help them
stay and succeed in school is essential
for them, their families and their
country. An opportunity for education
provides an alternative to the gangs, to
becoming a victim and/or a perpetrator of violence which is sometimes the
only option which presents itself.”

S

cholarship assistance means
hope for tomorrow. The support
provided by the Providence scholarship program, in solidarity with
the many donors who support
the program, makes it possible
for these young people to realize
their dream for a future in El
Salvador. They hope to graduate,
find jobs and to be able to support
their families and other young
people who, like them, are trying
to achieve their dreams. ●

How you can help
support and strengthen
this ministry

D

onations can be made by
individuals or by groups. The gift
is tax-deductible.
Please make your check payable
to the Sisters of Providence and
note that your donor preference is
for the ministry in El Salvador.
Then send your gift to:
Sisters of Providence
Oﬃce of Development
1801 Lind Ave SW, #9016
Renton, WA 98057-9016
Donations also may be made
by credit card through the
Sisters of Providence website
(www.sistersofprovidence.net).
Thank you for helping these
young people in El Salvador
create a future full of hope!
If you have questions, please
call (425) 525-3019. ●

These proud graduates were
scholarship recipients.

Meet some of the young people the
scholarship fund has helped
Carmen Gochez – graduated
There are many more young
as a technician in nursing.
people in the Bajo Lempa Region
who are hoping you will continue
Manuel Vijil – has earned a degree
your generosity until they, and
as an industrial engineer.
their younger brothers and
Mario Wilfredo Juarez, PA
sisters, can take advantage of the
– has earned a law degree.
education that means so much.
Mirna Elizabeth Martinez
The Sisters of Providence share
Barahon, PA – has earned a
their hopes. ●
bachelorʼ’s degree in marketing.
Tulio Adrian Mancia Arriaga, PA –
was the ﬁrst university graduate
from the scholarship program,
earning a degree in computer science.
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Mother Joseph Province receives two new

O

Providence Companions

n July 20, during Sunday Mass at St. Joseph
Residence, Seattle, two new Providence Companions
were received by Mother Joseph Province. The
sisters were delighted to welcome Shirley (McHorney)
Hofmeister (the former Sister Roberta Jean), of
Vancouver, Wash., and Patricia Halla Weidinger
(the former Sister Rita Ann), of Camas, Wash.
A reception followed in the sistersʼ’ dining room.
Shirley entered the Sisters of Providence in 1957 and left in 1973. While
in the religious community, she was a
teacher. After leaving, she continued
to teach by founding the Vancouver
Montessori School and later teaching
ﬁrst grade in the Evergreen School
District in Vancouver. Shirley continues to live in Vancouver with her
Shirley
Hofmeister, PC husband of 38 years, Jerry Hofmeister.
She volunteers at her parish as Eucharistic minister, lector and altar server. Her special love
for the elderly and the poor impelled her and Jerry to
volunteer at Van Mall Retirement Center and to do

outreach to the homeless. Shirley
also became certiﬁed as a chaplain.
Pat, who came to know the
Sisters of Providence in Des Plaines,
Ill., entered the religious community
in 1951 and left in 1974. While in
the community, she was a teacher.
A wife, mother and now a widow,
Pat visits the sick and the aged in
Patricia
their homes or nursing centers as
Weidinger, PC
part of her apostolate, taking them
to doctor appointments, to the supermarket and
wherever else needed.
Mother Joseph Province now has six Providence
Companions, former Sisters of Providence who have
a desire to develop a closer and more formal relationship with the Sisters of Providence than simply
continued friendships with individuals. The status of
Providence Companion (PC) was created following
the April 2006 reunion of Providence Women in
Issaquah, Wash. Those reunions have continued.
Welcome, Shirley and Pat! 	 ●

In Yakima, Wash.

Sister Julie
Macasieb visits
with donors to
typhoon relief in
the Philippines
Editorʼ’s note:

M

embers of the FilipinoAmerican Women Association in
Yakima, Wash., gathered money
from various donors to send to
the Philippine Women Religious
Superiors Association to aid
Typhoon Haiyan survivors in the
Philippines. The typhoon in the
central Philippines last November
killed more than 6,000 people
and caused tremendous damage.
Sister Julie Macasieb, SP, who is a
member of the religious superiors’
association, was invited to visit
with the Filipino-American
Women Association in Yakima in
July to receive members’ thanks.
While there, she was interviewed
by Yakima Herald-Republic
reporter Phil Ferolito. A portion
of that newspaper story follows.

Valley’s largesse helps typhoon
victims in Philippines
. . . money and goods from the
Yakima Valley have reached victims in
both Tacloban, a city hit hardest by the
typhoon, and Luyong Baybay, said Julie
Macasieb, lead coordinator of the Sisters
of Providence in the Philippines, which is
overseeing the relief eﬀorts of three major
religious groups.
Macasieb was recently transferred to
Seattle for a cultural exchange through
her organization, and last Wednesday she
dropped into the Yakima Valley to visit
the local Filipino group. . .
When the storm first hit, the
immediate need was food, water and
health care for the more than 28,000
injured, Macasieb said.
More than 16 million homes were
either flattened or badly damaged by the
typhoon, and more than 1,700 people
went missing.
Macasieb’s organization began
oﬀering counseling to victims, leading
them to shelters and seeking food and
bottled water donations from schools and
churches in unaﬀected areas. Helping
traumatized people wandering the streets
filled the first few weeks, and many
families in unaﬀected areas immediately
opened their homes to victims, she said.

Macasieb
told of a woman
devastated by
the loss of her
mother and child.
The woman told
Sister Julie Macasieb
her that they
were all holding one another when the
typhoon hit. The first wave swept her child
away, and a second wave took her mother.
“In Tacloban, children would be
walking and they’d say, ‘You know there
is a dead person in the street.’ And that
would be their family,” she said. “The first
two weeks, that was the hardest time.”
Much relief went to Tacloban, the
largest area hit, while many remote
areas like Luyong Baybay have largely
been ignored.
Roughly 70 percent of the relief to
victims has come from outside the country,
Macasieb said. Of the $30,000 raised by
the Yakima Valley, $10,000 went to build
fishing boats in Tacloban while the same
amount was sent to Luyong Baybay. The
remaining $10,000 will be sent to Luyong
Baybay to install a new community well
and help families re-establish seaweed
farms. Seaweed is a high-demand
commodity that is used as a bonding
agent in countless products, including
some medications . . . ●
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Discernment Chapter

Sisters of Providence elect

T

2015-19 LEADERSHIP

he Sisters of Providence of Mother
Joseph Province are delighted to share the results

of their recent Discernment Chapter of Elections.
The election of Judith Desmarais, SP, to the position
of Provincial Superior/Leadership Team Coordinator
of Mother Joseph Province has been confirmed by
General Superior Karin Dufault, SP, and the General
Council. The sisters also elected three Provincial
Councilors in their prayer and discernment process.
The councilors are: Sisters Joan Gallagher, Josie Ramac
and Jo Ann Showalter.

In photo above, Provincial
Superior Judith Desmarais
(center), assisted by Sister
Margarita Hernandez,
blesses the sisters.
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New leaders for 2015-19
are as follows:
New leadership members
are blessed by the sisters.
Pictured from left are Sisters
Joan Gallagher, Judith
Desmarais and Jo Ann
Showalter. Sister Josie
Ramac, with her back to the
camera, is partially visible.

Understanding the role of leadership as the sisters do
causes them to look upon and treat these occasions of
selection of leadership as more than an “election”, said Sister
Lucille Dean, chair of the Chapter Planning Committee. The
process of prayerful discourse and discernment that led to the
election of the Provincial Superior and Provincial Council
members who will serve from 2015 through 2019 began in
September of 2013, involved all of the members, and
concluded at the Chapter held June 27-30 in Renton, Wash.
In addition to leading the religious community, the
provincial and council members serve as corporate members
of Providence Pariseau Corporation, which includes the
Sojourner Place and Building Bridges ministries. They also
co-sponsor several other ministries for women and children
through Transitions in Spokane.

Sister Judith
Desmarais has been
a professed Sister of
Providence for 51
years. She currently
is provincial superior
of Mother Joseph
Province after
serving as a provincial councilor and she
has been a provincial councilor and
provincial of the former Sacred Heart
Province. She also served two five-year
terms on the General Council in
Montreal, Quebec. In addition to
community leadership, her ministry
experience includes teaching primary
grades and pastoral ministry with deaf
people for the archdioceses of Seattle
and Portland. Her educational
background includes a BA degree in
social sciences, an MA degree in
theology and interpreter training.

