Sister Joan
Gallagher has been
a professed Sister of
Providence for 29
years. Her ministry
experiences include
elementary and
high school teaching
and serving as
librarian. She
currently manages the Sisters of
Providence libraries. Sister Joan also
has worked in parish ministry, has
led retreats, and provides spiritual
direction. She served in a longtime
ministry role in vocation/formation,
serving as vocation director three times
and serving on boards and committees for the National Religious Vocation
Conference (NRVC), the Religious
Formation Conference (RFC) and the
Women of Providence in Collaboration
(WPC) Vocation/Formation/Leadership
Conference. She also chaired the
religious community’s 150th anniversary committee and was coordinator of the international formation
gathering in Edmonton in 2002. Her
educational background includes a BA
degree in elementary and secondary
education, library science certification,
an MA degree in theological studies and
certification for spiritual direction.
Sister Josefina
(Josie) Ramac has
been a professed
Sister of Providence
for 34 years. Her
ministry experience includes K-12
teaching and parish
ministry as director
of religious education
and as a pastoral
associate. She has been a Formation
Team member and candidate and novice
director for the United States, Canada
and the former Philippine Sector. Sister
Josie also has been a Formation Team
member for the Sisters of Providence
International Formation Program. Her
committee/board/volunteer experiences
outside the community include serving
as a missionary teacher in La Paz, Baja
California, with the Sisters of Servants of
Immaculate Conception; and volunteering in Yakima, Wash., at Rod’s House,
at St. Joseph Parish, and serving on the
planning committee for annual gatherings of the Filipino-American Women’s
Association. Her educational background
includes a BA degree in languages,

certification in Curso de Estudios
Hispanicos (Hispanic Studies),
an MA degree in teaching, and a
certificate in theological studies.
Sister Jo
Ann Showalter
is a current
member of
the Provincial
Council and
has been a
professed Sister
of Providence
for 20 years.
Her ministry experiences have
included medical radiography
and sonography, and serving as a
member of the Formation Team for
Mother Joseph Province and the
Community Life Team for Mount
St. Joseph in Spokane. She also is a
regional liaison for the Providence
Associates in the region in the state
of Georgia. Sister Jo Ann has been
active on the Reclaiming Earth

Committee, as a member since 2004,
and as council liaison for the past five
years. Her committee/volunteer/
board experience outside the religious
community includes the Religious
Formation Conference (RFC) national
board and Region 15 chairperson; the
board of Earth Ministry, an interfaith
organization with a focus on faith
and environment; and the Leadership
Conference of Women Religious
(LCWR) Global Concerns Committee.
Her educational background includes
a BA degree in religion, a certificate
in pastoral care and counseling, and
an MA degree in earth literacy. She
also has spent 12 weeks in Spanish
language studies in El Salvador.
The other current members of
the Provincial Council (Sisters Celia
Chappell and Maureen Newman)
will continue in their roles until their
terms end on December 31, 2014.

Providence of God, we thank
You for all! ●

We embrace being an
international, intergenerational,
intercultural congregation.

We invite you to

COME AND SEE
Judy George, SP
Vocation Office Manager
Spokane, WA
(509) 474-2323
vocations@providence.org

Karen Hawkins, SP
Vocation Director
Seattle, WA
(206) 661-5925
karen.hawkins@providence.org

www.sistersofprovidence.net

www.facebook.com/sistersofprovidencemjp
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2014 Jubilee celebration
Editorʼ’s note:
The Jubilee celebration on Saturday, August 26 at Our Lady of Guadalupe parish
in Seattle was a beautiful, joyful recognition of the 14 Sisters of Providence marking
25, 50, 60, 70 and 75 years of religious life. The photographs here give a sense of
the highlights of this very special occasion, but the most talked about feature may
well have been Sister Charlotte Van Dyke’s reflection given to those gathered that
morning. The excerpt that follows does not begin to do it justice. To read it in its
entirety, go to the Sisters of Providence website (www.sistersofprovidence.net)
and click on “Jubilarians 2014” in the left-hand column.

t Jubilarians who participated in the
August 26 celebration are, from left:
Sisters Chloe Keitges, Eleanor Goligoski,
Liz Cole, Clare Lentz, Charlotte Van
Dyke, Dorothy Byrne, Rebecca Berghoﬀ,
Lucille Dean and Felma Cerezo.

from Charlotte Van Dyke, SP
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OU WILL ALWAYS LIVE IN
INTERESTING TIMES!” That was my

message from a fortune cookie earlier
this year. I decided to check it out.
Looking back for those of us who entered the novitiate in 1939, in 1944 or 1953,
we found the community of the Sisters of Providence much as it had been for the
past 100 years. We learned things like mental prayer, religious silence, “modesty of
the eyes,” “silence of action,” and all kinds of quaint signs we could use to ask for
butter, salt and pepper, and dessert without raising our eyes or speaking a word.
It was an adventure, to say the least.
We learned the motto, “The Charity of Christ impels us!” We took it to heart.
We dreamed of sanctity, took our vows and received new names.
Our ﬁrst “missions” were usually teaching in one of
the many parish schools, where the religious community
was paid a stipend of $50/month to cover living expenses.
The convent was supplied by the parish, and our classrooms were packed with 40-50 students who had been
well disciplined by the sister who taught the grade the
previous year . . .
. . .Today, as we rejoice for these amazing years of
grace, we thank God for all of you who are part of who
we have become and for what we have been able to do…
for your devotion in continuing your own goodness in
our world, for helping to spread the good news that
ignorance, terror, hatred, and greed will not prevail …
for living out the dream of those who have gone
p Sister Charlotte
before us and those who are yet to be born.
Van Dyke oﬀers
a reflection.
Thankful always for always

LIVING IN INTERESTING TIMES. ●

p Provincial Superior
Judith Desmarais,
SP, (left) leads the
Jubilarians as they
renew their vows.

p Sister Carla Montante
receives the body of Christ
from Sister Ida Mae Marceau.

Max Cerezo, Jr.,
nephew of
Jubilarian Felma
Cerezo, SP, leads
the recessional . u

q Some of the Jubilarians
enjoyed front-row seats
at the liturgy.

t The Rev. Jack Walmesley is
assisted with preparations for
Communion by Sister Rosa
Sen Nguyen (left) and Sister
Hong Nga Nguyen (right).

t The Jubilee
reception oﬀered
a photo opp
for guests who
became friends
at Providence
High School in
California.

7

Footsteps of Blessed Emilie Gamelin

Providence Associates make pilgrimage to Montreal
for “Formation

for Mission”

Editorʼ’s note:

ine Providence Associates
from Mother Joseph Province,
accompanied by Provincial Councilor
Jo Ann Showalter, SP, made a
pilgrimage July 6-10 to the birthplace of the religious community,
Montreal, Quebec. Participants in
“Formation for Mission” were chosen
in a drawing. The Providence
Associates provided their air travel
to Montreal, passports and personal
spending money. The religious
community took care of housing,
meals and local transportation.
The pilgrims and their regions
were: Providence Associates
Margaret Bauer and Kathe Boucha,
Alaska; Annette Martinez, Georgia;
Eileen Norris and Suzanna Harland,
Oregon; Marian Julum Weaver,

Geri Ann Johnson and Dorene
Plampin, Greater Seattle, Wash.; and
Mary Ann Wilharm, Spokane, Wash.
Stops on the pilgrimage included
the museum and the archives at the
Providence International Centre,
the footsteps of foundress Emilie
Gamelin and her tomb, the chapel
of Bon Secours, the Basilica of
Notre Dame, the old marketplace
where Emilie begged for food for
the elderly women in her care, the
Oratory to St. Joseph and the house
where Emilie lived with her aunt,
and lunch at Chic Resto Pop, a job
training center used by the working
poor and the homeless that is
located in an old church. The
pilgrims also joined members of the
General Leadership Team and other
sisters for a day trip to the Shrine of
St. Anne de Beaupre, Montmorency

q St. Anne de Beaupre shrine

from Jo Ann Showalter, SP

N
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he recent pilgrimage of
Providence Associates and myself was a
sacred time outside of time. As we came
together in Montreal, some of us for the
first time, we began to get to know each
other and forge relationships; it was a
group that bonded almost immediately.
As part of the preparation, each person
had received a Pilgrim’s Journal well
in advance to begin their reflections
on the pilgrimage before arriving in
Montreal. As we delved into the history
of the congregation and walked the
footsteps of both Blessed Emilie Gamelin
and Mother Joseph, we could imagine
ourselves working side by side since so
many of the needs continue into our
day, but also because the spirit of both
women was strongly felt to be with us.
Yes, I had walked the footsteps before,
but each time is diﬀerent; diﬀerent
companions and a diﬀerent place in
personal time. I feel blessed to have been
able to accompany the associates on
their spiritual journey as I deepened my
own understanding of the congregation
and the spirituality of Providence. ●

Falls and Quebec City, where the
Basilica of Notre Dame was celebrating
its 350th anniversary.
In recognition of that event, the
basilica was granted the honor of
having the only Holy Door outside of
Europe; the first time there has been
a Holy Door in the Americas. It will
be closed at the end of this year.
Some of the pilgrims share
thoughts and photos from the experience here. You’ll also see Sister
Virginia Miller, of Seattle, in some of
the photos. She came to Montreal for
an adventure
of her own.
(Read that
story on
Page 11.)

p Mary Ann Wilharm,
celebrating a birthday on
the pilgrimage, shares a
moment with the likeness
of Blessed Emilie Gamelin.

p Sister Jo Ann Showalter
at the Holy Door at the
Basilica of Notre Dame

