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●

PROVIDENCE               
          MISSION 
continues in K-12 
education

ince Providence High School opened 
its doors in 1955 in Burbank, Calif., the 

relationship between the school and the Sisters of 
Providence has been both strong and reciprocal.  
The sisters created the high school and it has, in turn, 
nurtured the intellectual and spiritual development
of several Sisters of Providence.  

Six young women from the school’s first graduating class were so moved by the example 
set by the Sisters of Providence during their years there that they felt called to join the 
religious community after receiving their diplomas.  One of them, Sister Margarita 
Acosta, SP, ‘59, remained a vital member of the Providence High School community until 
her death.  Other Providence High School alumni who entered the religious community 
include Sister Beverly Dunn, SP, ‘62, Sister Mary Alice Miller, SP, ‘61, Sister Barbara 
Schamber, SP, ‘61, Sister Patricia Vartanian, SP, ‘60, and Sister Teresa White, SP, ‘62.

During the school’s first years of operation, ten Sisters of Providence were members of the 
faculty and staff.  The number of sisters who have been involved with the high school since 
its inception is too long to list here, but the bricks on the high school’s walk of honor proudly 
bear their names.  Alumni reminisce about their teachings with warm smiles, attesting to the truly 
immeasurable impact these women have had on the school. Currently, three Sisters of Providence 
serve in ministry at the high school:  Sisters Lucille Dean, Mary Hawkins and Renate Hayum.  

“The Sisters of Providence are the powerhouse of prayer behind Providence High School,” says 
its principal Sister Lucille.  “We are grateful for their ongoing interest in and generous support of our 
school.  We do not hesitate to turn to them both in times of need and in times of celebration.”  ●

S

Sisters are a strong foundation for 
Providence High School in Burbank

by Kristen Patterson Brown, 
Providence High School
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               A Mission to Develop the Whole Student

 

When the Sisters of Providence gave 
Providence High School its name, they had no idea 
how meaningful that choice would become to the 
institution and to those who have worked and 
studied there.  Over the years, Providence High 
School has faced several instances where making 
the right decision was crucial to the school’s 
survival.  Should the school emphasize college 
preparatory academics or a large student body?  
Should boys be allowed to attend?  Should funds 
be spent to modernize the campus?  Time and time 
again, Providence and a deep sense of mission 
have led the administration to make decisions 
which have allowed Providence High School to 
grow into the vibrant, award-winning learning 
center that it is today while still maintaining 
its Catholic identity and moral foundation.

“A favorite quote among the school 
administrators is, ‘We know not what the future 
holds, but we know who holds the future,’” says 
Sister Mary, who serves as academic vice principal.  
“This knowledge has always given us the confidence 
to steer Providence High School towards the future, 
making changes when changes were necessary, 
while still upholding important traditions.”  ●

Today, Providence High School is a prestigious co-educational 
college preparatory Catholic school serving the youth of Burbank, 
Glendale, Pasadena, and beyond. It was named a Blue Ribbon School 
of Excellence by the U.S. Department of Education in 1997. 

On average, 550 students roam the campus each day attending a 
challenging array of courses, including 15 honors-level courses and nine 
Advanced Placement courses.  In 1990, the school created intensive 
focus programs in health careers and media communications through 
which students have the opportunity for comprehensive college and 
career preparatory study and hands-on experience in those fields.

Providence High School students may participate in a variety 
of activities referred to as “co-curricular” because of their role in 
supplementing students’ intellectual, social and emotional development.  
Such activities include student government, vocal and handbell choirs, 
Friends Against Drugs (FAD), the Social Justice Club, the Gaming 
Club, and six interscholastic sports, among others.  The vocal and 
instrumental choirs have won numerous awards and this year’s Mock 
Trial team finished fourth in the Los Angeles County competition, 
defeating more than 50 other public and private schools.  And last 
year, both the boys’ and girls’ basketball teams made it into the 
California Interscholastic Federation Southern Section finals. ●

When former students, teachers, 
and parents return to Providence High 
School after a long absence, they 
notice the physical changes the campus 
has undergone over the years: several 
new buildings, including the Fritz B. 
Burns Student Activity Center, new 
programs, and don’t forget the boys!  
But even with all of these changes, 
return visitors invariably note that the 
spirit and the mission of Providence 
High School have remained the same 
since the first young women began 
classes on September 19, 1955.

 “We are very proud of our school 
and all that it has to offer,” says Sister 
Lucille, who has served as principal since 
1986.  “We are proud of our academic 
standing, our reputation, and of our 
students’ accomplishments.  But we are 
truly delighted when our alumni, some 
of the people who know Providence 
best, come by for a visit, and tell us 
that the spirit of the school is the 
same as it was when they were here.”

Providence High School has always 
prided itself on delivering an education 
that nurtures the whole student, building 
character, and providing strong moral 
teachings as a context for academic 
education.  Providence students take a 
religious studies class every semester 
and are required to complete 100 hours 
of community service outside of school 
hours before graduation.  School rules 
encouraging mutual respect and kindness 
are readily enforced.  Providence High 
School has always encouraged parental 
participation in the school, believing 
that an education is most effective 
when families support and reinforce the 
school’s teachings at home.  Because 
of this, the school has a long legacy of 

parental involvement.  Parents volunteer 
in classrooms and at school events, 
and serve on the Parent Executive 
Committee and alongside other community 
members on the Board of Regents.

“I have always been proud of how 
nicely the mission and values of the 
school echo the Sisters of Providence’s 
mission of social justice,” says Sister Mary.  
“We have also been able to embrace their 
dedication to the poor.  Over 40 percent 
of our students currently receive financial 
aid and, through our continual fundraising 
efforts, we are able to offer some financial 
support to all students by keeping the 
price of tuition well below the actual 
cost of the education we provide.” ●

 

High school finds meaning in its 
name, “Providence”
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Campus Life in the 21st Century



Spanish Text Available
If you would like to get a copy of the text of this issue 
of Caritas in Spanish, please request one at (509) 
474-2300 or by e-mail at kelly.rowse@providence.org

Texto disponible en Español 
Si usted desea tener una copia del texto 
de este número de Caritas en español, por 
favor solicitarlo al (509) 474-2300 o por 
email a: kelly.rowse@providence.org

Special friends from 

the Class of ’03, 

(from left) 

Jeff Johnson, 

Tania Aziz and 

Caroline Salas, 

celebrate their 

graduation.  At left, 

a graduating class 

poses for formal 

pictures.

At many high schools, the students 
cannot wait to graduate and never seem 
to spare a moment’s thought for their alma 
mater once the last strains of Pomp and 
Circumstance have faded away.  Providence 
High School, on the other hand, is the kind 
of school that makes graduates want to 
come back.  The current roster of faculty 
and staff boasts seven alumni ranging 
from the class of ‘66 to the class of ‘98.

Those who do not return as teachers 
still find ways to come back to Providence.  
Alumni visits are common and former 
students frequently send staff members 
letters, e-mail, and announcements 
of graduations, weddings and births. 
And many alumni send their children 
to Providence High School.  This desire 
to remain close to the school is a 
sentiment shared by faculty and staff, 
as well.  They embrace and work to 
uphold Providence High School’s mission 
with as much diligence and belief as 
the sisters who founded the school.

“I love my job, but Providence is 
not just a place I come to work,” says 
Admissions Director Judy Egan Umeck ‘75, 
who is also a Providence Associate.  “When 
I first started working at Providence, 
21 years after graduation, it felt like 

I had come home.  Today it is still 
an important part of who I am.”

The average length of service at the 
school is eight years, and six current 
teachers have taught at Providence 
for at least 20 years.  Four of these 
faculty members, Eleanora Greenhill, Vic 
LeBreton, Rafael Vega and Linda Wyatt, 
have been a part of Providence High 
School for significantly longer than that.

The same passion for education 
and love of the students continues 
to hold Sisters of Providence Lucille 
Dean, Mary Hawkins, and Renate Hayum 
close to Providence High School after 
a combined 59 years there.  “Although 
it can sometimes be exhausting, the 
best thing about being at Providence 
High School is the life and energy of 
the students,” Sister Lucille says. “It is 
really a gift to have the opportunity, 
not only to be a part of their education, 
but to help in their moral and 
social formation as well.”  

Sister Lucille, who is celebrating 
her 50th anniversary with the Sisters 
of Providence, began her “first life” at 
Providence High School in 1963 as a 
social studies teacher.  In 1986, after 
many years as a teacher and several 
years as the vice principal and dean 
of girls, she began her “third life” at 
Providence as principal.  Under her 
strong guidance and bolstered by her 
personal motto of “Together we can 

do this,” Providence High School has 
flourished.  Admissions and student 
populations have increased along with 
the school’s academic reputation.  

Sister Mary also has enjoyed several 
lives at the school.  She began her 
tenure as a social studies teacher and 
department chair but left for several 
years when she was called to serve on 
the Provincial Council.  She returned to 
Providence High School in 1990 as the 
academic vice principal.  In that role, 
she chairs several Western Association of 
Schools and Colleges (WASC) committees 
and takes charge of the school’s 
technology development and curriculum.

Sister Renate has been the school’s 
library director since 1992, shepherding 
its growth into a modern, active learning 
center with a full-time librarian. She also 
assists with technology development. 
“I really enjoy the students,” she says. 
“They keep me young and I learn from 
them as well.  I’ve had the opportunity 
to learn about technology and have 
enjoyed the stimulation of working 
in an academic community.” ●
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Providence Makes a Lasting 
Impression



Lay people are the 
key to preserving the 
mission at

Yakima’s St. Joseph School   

hat happens in a Catholic school when most,  
if not all, of the sisters are gone from the halls?  

What happens to the mission that made that school unique 
and successful at educating students’ minds, bodies and 
spirits?  Ask Sister Rebecca Berghoff, a Sister of Providence 
who has been active at St. Joseph School in the Yakima 
Valley for 28 years.  She will tell you that the answer to 
keeping the mission alive rests in the hands of lay people.

A short history lesson is in order.  In 1875, three Sisters of 
Charity of Providence founded St. Joseph, the first Catholic 
school, two years before the Yakima Valley’s first public 
school opened its doors.  In 1887, the sisters began to build a 
convent and a boarding school known as St. Joseph Academy 
that graduated its first class in 1903.  In 1918, the Jesuits 
founded Marquette, a high school that shared a building with 
the grade school’s boys.  Years later, in 1947, St. Joseph Grade 
School was erected as a co-ed Catholic school.  Major changes 
came in 1968-69, with consolidation of St. Joseph Academy, 
Marquette High and Central Catholic School to Carroll High 
School.  The Academy and Marquette facilities were closed.

It was at St. Joseph Grade School that Sister Rebecca 
accepted the position of principal in 1977.  She presided over 
many changes, including the official change to St Joseph/
Marquette Middle School, creation of the first computer lab 

with machines donated by parents, and establishment of the 
Sister Rebecca Berghoff Foundation that has benefited the school 
in countless ways.  Sister Rebecca also was at the helm when the 
school received funds raised by parents for its first computer lab, 
and when its Odyssey of the Mind winners competed nationally.  
In 2000, she stepped down as principal after 24 years, replaced by 
Gregg Pleger, who became the school’s first lay principal.  “He is 
totally dedicated to the school’s mission,” Sister Rebecca says.

Though the school’s leadership has changed, its mission 
remains strong, declares Sister Rebecca, who continues her 
involvement as vice principal.  “The mission is to create 
community, to educate the total child and to uphold the 
values of the Gospel, values of peace and justice.” 

Providence has a definite presence at St. Joseph/Marquette.  
Sister Rebecca supervises the teachers and has many interactions 
with the students.  On any given school day you will find her on 
the playground, in the hallways, or in the library, greeting students 
by name and providing encouragement.  Sisters of Providence 
attend the school’s events and activities and make donations to 

its scholarship fund.  Sisters also 
provide missioning activities for 
teachers and staff and help in 
developing the core values that are 
present all of the time – respect, 
responsibility, love, faithfulness 
and excellence.  “Those values tie 
everything together,” Sister Rebecca 
explains.  “The staff buys into the 
school’s mission completely.” 
Today St. Joseph/Marquette has 
391 students, 136 enrolled in the 
middle school and the rest in 
grades pre-kindergarten to fifth.  
Primary languages spoken in the 
children’s homes are Spanish and 
English.  Some are bused from the 
lower valley and others come to 
the school in car pools.  The middle 
schoolers do not wear uniforms 
but they have a dress code.  Nearly 
all of the students participate in 
the school’s hot lunch program. 

Financial support for the school comes not from the Diocese 
of Yakima or the parish, but from the school’s foundation. 

What makes the school successful in addition to its faithfulness 
to the original mission embraced by the sisters are parent 
involvement, a cadre of longtime teachers, and the inclusion of 
art, drama and speech in the enrichment program.  St. Joseph/
Marquette also is up to date with computers and technology, 
thanks to a Gates Foundation grant awarded three years ago.  
The Yakima Diocese received $1.3 million and the school receives 
about $600 per student equivalent each year.  The grant has 
been significant “not in changing what we already are doing 
but in enhancing it,” Sister Rebecca says.  Expenditure of the 
funds, guided by a five-year technology plan, has provided 
computer desktops and laptops for classrooms and a new 
computer lab, in-service training and professional development 
opportunities for teachers, and the means to integrate technology 
into the curriculum.  It also has afforded greater opportunity 
to document and share successful educational strategies.

All the enhancements are wonderful, Sister Rebecca 
says, but they are not the only reason that she comes to 
school each day.  “I stay because I truly believe my vocation 
has always been to serve the church as a teacher.  And I 
am convinced that Mother Teresa’s statement is correct:  
‘The poorest of the poor are the uneducated.’” ●
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Rebecca 
Berghoff 
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to a couple 
of students.

Rebecca Berghoff, SP4 ●


