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Engraved on its base is “St. Joseph 
of the Flood, of June 1894”.  The 
concrete statueʼ’s journey has been 
a remarkable one since it was 
crafted by Mother Joseph of the 
Sacred Heart in thanksgiving for 
St. Josephʼ’s protection after the 
devastating flood of the Columbia 
River in June 1894.  History identi-
fies that flood as the highest ever 
recorded along the Columbia 
River, measured at 34.4 feet at 
Vancouver, Wash., on June 7, 1894.

The short history is that the 
4-foot statue was installed on top 
of the sistersʼ’ farmhouse in 1895 
and remained there for several 
years.  In the 1930s it was placed on 
a pillar in the garden of the nursesʼ’ 
home at St. Joseph Hospital, where 
it stayed until the hospital was sold 
to the Vancouver community.  In late 
2012, the hospitalʼ’s new sponsors, 
PeaceHealth, were cleaning out a 
storage area and offered to return 
the statue to the Providence Archives 
or it would be disposed of.  Today, 
after the careful research and resto-
ration work led by the Providence 
Archives, the statue and its story 
are secure for future generations.

The statue, which has a home 
in the lobby at St. Joseph Residence 
near the superiorʼ’s office, is a thing 
of true beauty.  The details of this 
“good news” story of how it found 
its way home are too intricate to be 
recounted fully here, but the details 
are available on the website of the 
Providence Archives.  Go to www.
providence.org/archives and select 
the Past Forward link on the left side 
of the homepage, which will take you 
to the current issue of the newsletter 
of the Providence Archives 
for the full story. 	 ●
 

On March 19, the Feast 
of St. Joseph, a statue of this patron 
saint of Mother Joseph and of 
St. Joseph Residence found its way 
back to the sisters for a blessing 
and rededication ceremony.  

St. Joseph of the Flood statue finds 
a home at St. Joseph Residence
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April 29 was a perfect spring 
day for “an evening of community 
building” between board members 
and volunteers of Sojourner Place 
and Jubilee Womenʼ’s Center (JWC).  
Dinner and a tour were featured 
items on the agenda for the gather-
ing, held at JWC, located on the 
corner of East Roy Street and 18th 
Avenue East on Capitol Hill, in Seattle.

Since early this year, the two 
programs have been exploring 
a possible collaboration with the 
shared goal of serving more women 
with transitional housing beds in a 
city desperately in need of them.  
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Staff transitions at Sojourner Place 
made this an ideal time to explore 
whatʼ’s possible to strengthen the 
ministry sponsored by the Sisters 
of Providence.  Jubilee Womenʼ’s 
Center, one possible collaborator, 
has a strategic priority “to serve 
more women experiencing poverty.”  
Both programs have been in 
operation for more than 25 years 
and provide similar clienteles with 
services and skills to move them 
toward independent living.

Providence Pariseau, which 
operates Sojourner Place, is contract-
ing with JWC and its Executive 

Director Cheryl Sesnon, allowing 
her to serve as director of both 
ministries through the middle 
of this year.  That arrangement 
allows for a test period to see if it 
works well to have Sojourner Place 
operate as a satellite site of JWC.

The April 29 dinner and tour 
allowed Sojourner Place board 
members and case manager Veronica 
Abrams to visit JWCʼ’s two housing 
facilities, Jubilee House, a renovated 
former convent which provides 
housing for 27 women, and “612,” a 
home next door that serves another 
seven women.  They also were able 
to check out its computer classroom, 
onsite clothing boutique, fitness 
center and other areas.

Watch for more on this potential 
collaboration as it unfolds. ●

From the Jubilee                   

              Women’s Center

●

Jubilee Women’s Center 
             and Sojourner Place
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Sister (Rosa) Sen 
Nguyen was recognized by 
Gonzagaʼ’s Multicultural Honor 
Society in an induction ceremony for 
the 2014 class on February 27 at 
Bozarth Mansion, in Spokane.  The 
program for the event described the 
inductees as “an amazing group of 
individuals and a wonderful repre-
sentation of the spirit of Gonzaga.  
They are striving for excellence in 
their education, while remembering 
others, and taking time to engage in 
service in the local community.”  

Sister Rosa prepared and led the 
prayer for the induction ceremony, 
in which the honorees were encour-
aged to “impact the campus, 
community and ultimately the world 
by courageously applying their gifts 
and talents.”

The following is the description 
of Sister Rosa in the induction 
ceremony program:

Sister Jessica Taylor was 
inducted into Alpha Sigma Nu, the 
honor society of Jesuit colleges and 
universities, in a Seattle University 
ceremony at Pigott Auditorium on 
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April 21.  The honor society recog-
nizes distinguished “scholarship, 
loyalty and service.”  

According to the program: 
“Alpha Sigma Nu is unique among 
honor societies in that it seeks to 
identify the most promising 
students of Jesuit colleges and 
universities who demonstrate an 
intelligent appreciation of and 
commitment to Jesuit ideals.”  
Induction into this group is one of 
the highest honors awarded on 
Jesuit campuses.  Juniors, seniors 
and students in graduate and 
professional schools may be 
considered if they rank in the top 
15 percent of their class.  Nomina-
tions are limited to no more than 
4 percent of junior, senior and 
graduate classes.

Sister Jessica graduated from 
Seattle University on June 15 with 
a master of arts degree in relation-
ship and pastoral therapy.  Her 
immediate goal is a ministry in 
counseling and to earn licensure for 
marriage and family therapy.  

Sister Jessica has bachelorʼ’s 
degrees in psychology and special 
education from Central Washington 
University.  Before entering the 
religious community she worked 
as a special education teacher at 

Sylvester Middle School and 
Highline High School, both in 
Burien, Wash.  Her ministries 
have included being a sign 
language teacher, a volunteer 
at the Womenʼ’s Drop In Center 
(now the Womenʼ’s Hearth) in 
Spokane, ten months serving in 
the Philippines, and a return to 
teaching at Sylvester Middle 
School for five years. 

She recently finished an 
18-month internship providing 
counseling 20 hours a week at 

Sojourner Place, a Sisters of Provi-
dence ministry in Seattle that 
empowers homeless women to rise 
above their challenges.  She also 
volunteers in support of older 
sisters at St. Joseph Residence, 
where she recently led a Lenten 
reflection group.

Congratulations, Sisters Rosa 
and Jessica!  You make us proud! ●

academic honor societies
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Hope Initiative 
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