Sisters of
Providence
have a Little
Free Library

Mother Joseph Province

has another library, a Little Free
Library located at Caritas Court in
West Seattle. This new ministry to the
neighborhood is sponsored by the
Sisters of Providence living at Caritas
Court, at 4415 SW Oregon Street. It
makes free books available to the
neighbors, those walking to the bus
or to the nearby farmersʼ’ market.
The international project called Little
Free Library was started by Todd Bol
of Hudson, Wisc., in 2009 as a tribute
to his mother, a former teacher. The
idea is to extend literacy through the
placement of tiny, free lending libraries
in neighborhoods everywhere. The
public is invited to take a book, share
a book, donate or return a book. There
are 10,000-plus
of these libraries
spread across
the United States
and 36 other
countries.
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The Sisters of Providence at Caritas
Court decided they wanted to make such
a contribution to their neighborhood
and a committee was formed by
Sisters Joan Gallagher, Mary Grondin
and Mary Hawkins. They began by
taking a ﬁeld trip to visit the eight Little
Free Library locations already in West
Seattle. They took photos of the little
libraries and presented the photos
and ideas at the next meeting of the
sisters at Caritas Court. Sister Maryʼ’s
brother Don Hawkins designed, built,
donated and erected the little library,
which was immediately ﬁlled with
books donated by the sisters. Sister
Joan was appointed as the “steward”
of the new library. The Caritas Court
Little Free Library is oﬃcially registered
and its charter number is 10,207.
For more information about Little
Free Libraries, go to the website at
http://littlefreelibrary.org. The website
gives all the registered locations,
including the one at Caritas Court. ●	 
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Two sisters from Chile
join MJP
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Karin Dufault, SP, receives
honorary degree from
Saint Martinʼ’s University

G
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eneral Superior Karin Dufault,
SP, RN, Ph.D., received an honorary
degree in humane letters from Saint
Martinʼ’s University in Lacey, Wash.,
on May 10. Sister Karin delivered the
2014 commencement address in the
Marcus Pavilion on the campus.
“Sister Karin has been a champion of
the sick and dying through her tireless
devotion to healthcare ministry,” said
Roy F. Heynderickx, Ph.D., university
president. “She most certainly serves
as the quintessential model of what
it means to be of service to others in
such a critical area as our physical and
emotional wellbeing. She is a remarkable inspiration for our graduating
students, as well as for the rest of Saint
Martinʼ’s and surrounding communities.”
Congratulations, Sister Karin! ●

isters Marcia Gatica and Marisol
Avilà have requested and received
approval to become members of Mother
Joseph Province, eﬀective May 1.
The two sisters from Bernarda Morin
Province in Chile professed perpetual
vows in a liturgical
celebration at St.
Joseph Residence,
Seattle, last November
24. Since late in 2011
they had been continuing their formation
and discernment in
this province while
remaining members of
the province in Chile. 4JTUFS.BSDJB
(BUJDB
Sister Marcia
is attending the
University of Central America in San
Salvador, El Salvador, ﬁnishing her
degree program in psychology over
the next two to three years. Sister
Marisol is in Yakima, taking courses to
increase her English language proﬁciency and doing volunteer ministry at
St. Joseph Parish and with the sisters.
“Let us rejoice with
Sister Marisol and Sister
Marcia as they live
their call in whatever
way God will lead them
into ministry now
and into the future,”
Provincial Superior
Judith Desmarais
wrote in a letter to
4JTUFS.BSJTPM
the sisters of Mother
"WJMË
Joseph Province. ●
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ister Karen Hawkins
has been appointed to be
vocation director for a three-year term,
from August 1, 2014, to July 31, 2017.
She has been ministering in that role since
May 15 while also retaining the title of
candidate director. “As we move forward,
we are most grateful for her generosity
of spirit and her enthusiasm for vocation
promotion,” Provincial Superior Judith
Desmarais said. “She wants to be in contact
with women who are trying to discover
how God is calling them, and who are
exploring the option of religious life. “
Congratulations, Sister Karen.
We look forward to helping you in
any way that we can. ●

National Catholic Sisters Week
featured in Womenʼ’s History
Month in 2014

F

or the ﬁrst time, National Catholic
Sisters Week was included in Womenʼ’s
History Month, observed last March.
National Catholic Sisters Week, March 8-14,
featured a gathering of college-age women
and women religious from various congregations at St. Catherine University in St.
Paul, Minn. The purpose was to recognize
and honor the role of Catholic sisters in
American history and to explore their lives,
their missions and their works today.
National Catholic Sisters Week was
made possible as part of a $3.3 million
grant from the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation, which also awarded a grant to the
National Catholic Reporter (NCR) for a
global reporting project about women
religious. Youʼ’ll ﬁnd more information on
the global reporting project on the following
website: https://ncronline.org/sisters. ●

Five new Providence
Associates in Georgia

Olympia bill signing
hatʼ’s Sister Sharon Fitzpatrick
standing right behind Washington Gov.
Jay Inslee as he signed a bill on March
27 that will allow the state to begin
the process to develop an Alzheimerʼ’s
disease plan. This is very signiﬁcant
for the people of Washington, especially
the caregivers and family members of
those with dementia and Alzheimerʼ’s.
Sister Sharon is a volunteer with the
Alzheimerʼ’s Association in Seattle.
While in Olympia, she had the opportunity to see the statue of Mother Joseph
for the ﬁrst time and delighted in telling
others there about Mother Joseph.

Sister Karen
Hawkins appointed
vocation director
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Alzheimerʼ’s disease is the thirdleading cause of death in Washington
State. Forty-four states have enacted
or are in the process of developing
plans to deal with needs arising from
Alzheimerʼ’s and other dementias.
The cost of caring for suﬀerers of
these diseases is estimated at $203
billion in 2013 and will increase to
$1.2 trillion by 2050, according to
the Alzheimerʼ’s Association. ●
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Sister Marie-Claire Soucy
is oﬀ on another adventure

A

fter a bit of respite at St. Joseph
Residence, Seattle, when she returned from
Haiti, Sister Marie-Claire Soucy has moved to
Comodoro Rivadavia, Argentina. In the fall
we reported that she had returned to the
United States “for good after decades serving
in ministry in Haiti and also some time in
Cameroon.” But for this dedicated missionary, there is no such thing as “for good.”
Sister Marie-Claire plans to spend the
next two to three years ministering in a
health-care capacity and living with two
sisters from
Bernarda Morin
Province who
are on mission
in Argentina.
We will miss
and pray for
you, Sister
Marie-Claire.
●
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Pizza party in Spokane

S

ee the smiles on this crowd? They are
attendees at a Mardi Gras pizza party hosted
by Frank and Sharon Bouten in March.
Looks like a good time was had by all. ●
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Just ask Sisters Rita Bergamini and Mary Clare Boland

S

isters Rita Bergamini and Mary Clare
Boland, of St. Joseph Residence, Seattle,
donʼ’t believe in the “r” word. For the
past several years, Sister Rita has been
gathering clothing and other items to pass
on to people who come looking for such
treasures at Providence Regina House.
And Sister Mary Clare
is a volunteer in the
gift shop at Swedish
Medical Center,
Cherry Hill campus,
where she previously
provided spiritual
care for seven years
as a volunteer.
When highquality
items go
4JTUFS3JUB
unsold
or
are oﬀered
#FSHBNJOJ
at rock-bottom prices
at places like the Discovery Shop, run
by the American Cancer Society, or the
Emilie Shop, in the basement of Mount
St. Vincent, Sister Rita is right there to
scoop them up. Once a month, she goes
on a mini shopping spree on behalf of
her local community, which has a goal of
supporting Providence Regina
House. She is excited when
she describes picking up a
menʼ’s jacket priced at $40 from
a rack where everything has
been reduced to $1 in price.
“I donʼ’t worry about size, shape
or color. I pick up a bagful of
clothes here and a bag there,
and using alms I purchase

some things,” Sister Rita said. Every Friday
she sends the clothing and other items,
ﬁlling six to 10 bags or occasionally as
many as 21 bags, to Regina House, located
in Seattleʼ’s South Park neighborhood.
“I can use anything. People who come
to Regina House never have enough.
Sometimes they are lined up around
the block to get things they need.”
When Sister Mary Clare returned to
Swedish Medical Center after a year oﬀ from
volunteering due to surgery and recovery,
she decided not to do spiritual care.
Instead, she chose the gift shop, “which
has the opportunity for a lot of spiritual
ministry,” she explained. “Patients come in
and tell you their story, and then come back
and give you an update.” The two women
who run the gift shop, Laurel and Cindy,
have been providing spiritual care to
patients and employees for years, she said.
This is Sister Mary Clareʼ’s second year
volunteering in the gift shop, where she
helps out two days a week, from 8 a.m.
to 1 p.m. “This is a wonderful place to
volunteer because of the relationships with
patients and their families and it is a great
place for volunteers
to be trained.”
Thank you,
Sisters Rita and Mary
Clare, for continuing
to work on behalf
of others in your
“retirement” years. ●
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“We Love the Sisters”
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e Love the
Sisters” hosted their
spring tea in celebration of the sisters at
St. Joseph Residence,
Seattle, on April 1.
The sisters enjoyed
tea sandwiches,
fruit and a variety of
homemade goods.
They also shared
their stories with
the women who
“Love the Sisters.” ●
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We	

   embrace	

   being	

   an	

   
international,	

   intergenerational,
intercultural	

   congregation.
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