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M other Joseph Province 
was delighted to host Congrega-
tional Leader Karin Dufault, SP, and 
members of the General Leader-
ship Team when they traveled 
from Montreal to spend September 
7-22 for their official visitation.  

The religious community’s Consti-
tutions and Rules specify that at 
least once during the term of office 
the general superior is to ”visit the 
sisters of the provinces and of the 
missionary regions”.  The format for 
the visit is for the general superior to 
meet with each sister individually, as 
well as to meet sisters in small group 
gatherings for prayer and a facilitated 
process with the other five members 
of the General Leadership Team.

Imagine the scheduling and travel 
arrangements required to make that 
happen, especially when you add 
group sessions with as many Provi-
dence Associates and Companions 
in the regions as possible and also 
Provincial Administration staff 
members in two locations.  The 
General Leadership Team hopped 
from Seattle to Spokane, Yakima, 
Portland and then back to Seattle 

again.  So that no sister would be 
missed, the ones from more 
distant areas had gathered with 
Sisters Karin and Alba Letelier on 
the afternoon before the Discern-
ment Chapter of Elections in 
Seattle in June.

The visit began and ended with 
a joint meeting of the General 
Leadership Team and the Mother 
Joseph Province Leadership Team. 
“This was a time of sharing a 
picture of who we are in Mother 
Joseph Province, where we live and 
serve and what are the significant 
opportunities and challenges at this 
time for our province,” Provincial

Superior Judith Desmarais wrote 
to the sisters.  “ ... It is true there 
are many unknowns heading into 
the future, but there was much 
faith and hope expressed about 
how our Provident God is calling 
us to be open to the future.”

Two special blessings occurred 
during the official visitation.  
On September 14, Huong Thi 
Nguyen professed first vows in a 
ceremony in the chapel at St. Joseph 
Residence, Seattle. (See story at left.)  
And on September 18, Carolyn “Lyn” 
Lobo was accepted as a candidate. 
(See story on page 3.)  Providence 

of God, we thank You for all!  l
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September 7-22

General Leadership Team from Montreal 

                                              visits Mother Joseph Province

This was a time 
of sharing a picture 
of who we are in 
Mother Joseph 
Province, where we 
live and serve and 
what are the signifi-
cant opportunities 
and challenges at 
this time for our 
province... 

Sister Karin blesses the 
sisters in the dining room 
at St. Joseph Residence, 
Seattle, with the 
assistance of General 
Treasurer Rollande Malo. 

General Superior Karin Dufault is pictured at St. Joseph Residence, 
Seattle, in front of photos of some of the Jubilarians.

General Councilor Alba Letelier 
(left) assists Sister Karin as 
she blesses Sister Jeannette 
Parent while Sister Mary Clare 
Boland watches.



Katherine Ann 
Markel, SP
(Sister Mary 
Theodora)

Sister Katherine Ann 
Markel, a Sister of Providence 
for 70 years, died September 13, 2014, at St. 
Joseph Residence, Seattle, at age 90.  

She was born in 1923, the oldest of five 
children on a farm near Mandan, ND. Her parents, 
John and Helen (Zander) Markel, moved the 
family to Yakima, Wash., when grasshoppers 
destroyed their crops.  Katherine Ann, then in 
sixth grade, said descriptions of the Yakima Valley 
made it sound like the Garden of Eden, beginning 
a long love affair with the Pacific Northwest.  “It 
is in the West that I really learned that creation is 
God’s holy altar,” she said.

She entered the novitiate of the Sisters of 
Providence on May 18, 1944, made her first 
profession of vows on November 19, 1945, and 
made her final profession on November 19, 1948.   

Her first ministry was as a kindergarten 
teacher at St. Catherine School, Seattle. She also 
taught primary grades in Tacoma, Vancouver and 
Yakima, Wash.; Burbank, Calif.; and Fairbanks, 
Alaska. She left teaching in 1966 and spent 16 
years in parish ministry, serving in Coos Bay and 
Medford, Ore. She also lived and worked with the 
elderly and disabled at Providence Vincent House, 
Seattle, and served as a teacher’s aide at Holy 
Family School, Seattle. 

Sister Katherine Ann was devoted to social 
justice and helping others. She took part in 
demonstrations against transport of nuclear 
weapons to Bangor, and participated in an
eye-opening Third World retreat experience 
in Mexico City and Cuernavaca.  In her quiet 
moments, she turned to things that gave her

Georgette Jean, SP
(Sister Jean Wilfrid)

Sister Georgette Jean, 
a Sister of Providence for 74 
years, died October 5, 2014, 
at St. Joseph Residence, 
Seattle, at age 93.  

She was born April 12, 
1921, the sixth of 14 children of Wilfrid Jean 
and Alvina (Quellet) Jean of St. Antonin, Riviere 
du Loup, Quebec, Canada. When she was 11, her 
mother died suddenly. Sister Georgette’s aunt, 
Sister Ernestine Jean, SP, came and helped. Sister 
Georgette never forgot the sisters’ care 
and devotion.

She entered the novitiate of the Sisters of 
Providence on May 18, 1940, made her first 
profession of vows on November 19, 1941, and 
made her final profession on November 19, 
1944. After final vows, she began nursing studies 
at Seattle University, graduating with honors, and 
then earning a BSN degree in 1949. She became a 
U.S. citizen in 1947.

Sister Georgette’s early ministries included 
helping in the infirmary and kitchen and with 
the elderly at Mount St. Vincent, Seattle, and 
serving as a companion to little boys at Providence 
Academy, Vancouver, Wash. Other ministries 
included: nurse, supervisor, administrator,           

      PeaceRest in solace: painting, gardening and reveling in 
the beauty of nature, especially anything that 
connected her to the ocean.

She was preceded in death by her parents; her 
sisters Elizabeth Markel and Helen McVey, and her 
brother John Markel. She is survived by 
her sister Vera (Bill) Baumiller, and several nieces 
and nephews.

Vigil service was held September 24 and 
Funeral Mass was celebrated September 25, both 
at St. Joseph Residence, Seattle.  Burial was at 
Calvary Cemetery, Seattle. Bonney-Watson Funeral 
Home, Seattle, was in charge of the arrangements.

Contributions in memory of Sister Katherine 
Ann may be made to the Sisters of Providence 
Retirement Fund, 1801 Lind Avenue SW, #9016, 
Renton, WA  98057-9016.  l

P LEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER               

John P. “Jack” Greeley

John P. “Jack” Greeley, the 
first layperson employed to work 
with the Sisters of Providence, 
died in August in Seattle.

Jack was born in Elizabeth, 
N.J., in 1929 and was conscript-
ed into the U.S. Army after 
an early graduation. He was hired as the first lay 
employee with the Sisters of Providence in 1963 
and remained for 30 years, raising awareness about 
the sisters’ mission and raising funds to support 
their ministries.  His proudest accomplishment 
was installation of a statue of Mother Joseph in 
Statuary Hall in Washington, D.C., in 1980.  He 
received the Mother Joseph Medal from the Sisters 
of Providence that same year.

He had remained close to the sisters through 
the years since he retired from Providence 
Health Services in 1990 as director of corporate 
development.

Funeral Mass was celebrated September 5 at 
Providence Mount St. Vincent, Seattle. In lieu of 
flowers, donations in his memory may be made 
to the Sisters of Providence in support of their 
ongoing charitable works.  l

St. Elizabeth Medical Center, Yakima, Wash.; nurse, 
Providence Hospital, Everett, Wash.; nurse, Sacred 
Heart Hospital, Medford, Ore.; educator, nursing 
students, Seattle University; director, clinical unit, 
Providence Hospital, Seattle; and supervisor and 
administrator, St. Joseph Medical Center, Burbank, 
Calif. She also served on the General Council, Sisters 
of Providence, Montreal, and as the local superior of 
Our Lady of Providence Province, Winooski, VT.

She was preceded in death by her parents 
and several siblings. She is survived by her brother, 
Julien Jean, Quebec, Canada.

Vigil service was held October 9 and the Funeral 
Mass was celebrated October 10, both at St. Joseph 
Residence, Seattle.  Burial was at Calvary Cemetery, 
Seattle. Bonney-Watson Funeral Home, Seattle, was 
in charge of the arrangements.  

Contributions in memory of Sister Georgette 
may be made to the Sisters of Providence 
Retirement Fund, 1801 Lind Avenue SW, #9016, 
Renton, WA  98057-9016.  l

Gary Lauby
Jeffrey “Scott” Lauby

Provincial Secretary Karen 
Lauby mourned the passing of 
two family members recently. 
Her husband, Gary James Lauby, Ph.D., died at 
their home in Renton, Wash., on August 7 after 
battling lung cancer and suffering a stroke.  Her 
stepson, Jeffrey “Scott” Lauby, of Boulder, Colo.,  
died September 20 following complications from 
accidental head trauma. 

Gary was born July 18, 1941, in Nezperce, 
Idaho, to Joseph and Ann (Schanz) Lauby.  He was 
employed as a clinical psychologist in California, 
Washington, New York and Idaho.  He taught at 
universities in California and also had private 
practices in Medical Lake, Wash.; Lewiston, Idaho; 
Vancouver, Wash.; and Spokane, Wash. 

He was preceded in death by his parents 
and his daughter Kimberly.  In addition to his 
wife Karen, survivors included two sons and two 
daughters and their families, a brother and a sister.f

Ellen Nichols, aunt of 
Beverly Dunn, SP, died 
September 17 in Boise, Idaho.

Elaine Mertens, former 
Provincial Administration  
staff member, died October 10 
in Spokane, Wash.

Avis Miller, aunt of Jessica 
Taylor, SP, died October 20 in 
Wilmer, Minn.

Donna Burris Fewins, 
sister of Anna Burris, SP, 
died October 30 in Southern 
California.
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Elinor Brennan, sister 
of Helen Brennan, SP, died 
November 14 in Seattle.

Vicenta Hernandez,  
grandmother of Margarita  
Hernandez, SP, died   
November 15 in the Usulutan 
area of El Salvador.

John Holland, brother of 
Michelle Holland, SP, died 
November 1 in Spokane, Wash.



Father J. Severyn 
Westbrook

Father J. Severyn Westbook, 
longtime presider at daily Mass at 
Mount St. Joseph, Spokane, died 
at his home on September 20.  Rev Sev, as he 
was affectionately known, was born October 24, 
1933, and was ordained a priest in the Diocese 
of Spokane in 1962. For many years he wrote a 
column in the Inland Register titled “Letter from 
the Palouse”.

His obituary in The Spokesman Review 
began as follows:  From a young age, James 
Severyn Westbrook wanted to be a priest. 
With his intellect and passion for knowledge he 
could easily have had a distinguished career as 
professor and theologian.  No, he wanted to be 
in a parish, where he could serve people.

In addition to serving the Sisters of 
Providence at Mount St. Joseph, Father 
Westbrook also served at St Ann Parish, Spokane; 
St. Rose of Lima Parish, Cheney, Wash.; St. Mary 
of the Rosary, Chewelah, Wash.; Sacred Heart 
Parish, Pullman, Wash.; Fort Wright College 
Chapel, Spokane; St. Patrick’s Parish, Walla Walla, 
Wash.; and St. Thomas More Chapel, Pullman.

Father Westbrook was preceded in death 
by his parents, Elizabeth and Leslie Westbrook, 
his sister Mary Duffy, and his brother Thomas 
Westbrook. He is survived by eight nieces and 
nephews, including Christian Westbrook, the 
husband of Luisa Orellana Westbrook, PA, 
Spokane. Sister Ana Dolores Orellana Gamero 
is Luisa’s sister. 

Funeral Mass was celebrated October 2 at 
St. Ann Parish, Spokane.  Catholic Funeral & 
Cemetery Services of Spokane was in charge of 
the arrangements. l

Sister Marie-Claire returns 

to Seattle

Sister Marie-Claire 
Soucy was welcomed 
back to Seattle from 
Argentina in mid-
September with open 
arms.  This veteran missionary began 
that ministry by providing nursing care 
in Argentina for about a decade. After 
serving in Cameroon she went to Haiti, 
her longest period of missionary service.  
Sister Marie-Claire returned to Comodoro 
Rivadavia, Argentina, last spring, to 
provide nursing care and live with sisters 
ministering there from Bernarda Morin 
Province in Chile.  Immigration issues 
and changes in the delivery of nursing 
care in Argentina changed her plans. 

Sister Marie-Claire stopped in Santiago, 
Chile, to visit Sisters of Providence there 
on her way back to Seattle. Glad to have 
you back home, Sister Marie Claire! l

Msgr. Robert Gallagher, pastor of St. Charles 
Parish in North Hollywood, Calif., knew when he 
began renovation of the church that he wanted to 
add stained-glass windows incorporating depic-
tions of the saints whose lives had influenced the 
people of the area.  One of those he chose to 
include was Blessed Emilie Gamelin, foundress of 
the Sisters of Providence.  He enlisted benefactors 
to underwrite creation of the windows.

Sisters Lucille Dean, Mary Hawkins and Barbara 
Schamber had the opportunity to tour the completed 
church and to view the windows in September.  The 
photo included here depicts Emilie standing next to 
Mother Cabrini. “I thought all of you would appreciate 
knowing of still another place where Emilie con-
tinues to be recognized,” Sister Lucille said. l

New Providence Associate 

in Walla Walla

Kay Workman 
became a Providence 
Associate on October 
19 in a ceremony at 
Providence St. Mary Medical Center in 
Walla Walla, Wash.  She is one of nine 
Providence Associates in that region.   
Before moving to Walla Walla she taught 
grade school with Sisters of Providence 
on the west coast.  Kay is active in St. 
Patrick’s parish and brings Communion 
to those in need.  Welcome, Kay!  l

BriefsVigil service was held September 5 and Funeral 
Mass was celebrated September 6, both at St. 
Aloysius Church, Spokane.  Burial was at Holy 
Cross Cemetery, Spokane. Catholic Funeral & 
Cemetery Services of Spokane was in charge of the 
arrangements.

Scott Lauby was born December 26, 1962, in 
Seattle to Gary Lauby and Patricia Gaffney Lauby.  
He grew up in Sprague, Wash., and earned a degree 
in comparative politics from Western Washington 
University and a master’s degree in political science 
with a Russian/Soviet domestic and foreign policy 
specialty.  He became fluent in Russian and for six 
years was the group rapporteur at The Dartmouth 
Conference. He and Susan, his wife of nearly 17 
years, moved from Columbus, Ohio, to Colorado in 
2001, where Scott held various client management 
positions at Global Healthcare Exchange and was 
recently hired at Knowledge Factor.

Scott was preceded in death by his parents and 
his sister Kimberly.  In addition to his wife Susan, 
he is survived by his stepmother Karen, a sister, a 
half-sister and half-brother, nieces and  nephews 
and many aunts, uncles and cousins.

Funeral Mass was celebrated October 10 
at St. Francis Assisi Roman Catholic Church in 
Longmont, Colo. In lieu of flowers, donations in 
Scott’s memory may be made to The Longmont 
Humane Society, 9595 Nelson Road, Longmont, 
CO 80501. l

Stained-glass window in 

North Hollywood church

Hope House event
Sisters are celebrity 

models in fashion 

show in 

Spokane

  Find us on        
Facebook! http://www.facebook.com/sistersofprovidencemjp
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Sisters 
Vilma Franco 
(left) and 
Sue Orlowski 
got all dolled up for a good cause in 
October.  They were models in the 
annual celebrity fashion show and 
luncheon to benefit Hope House in 
Spokane.  Originally known as the 
Downtown Women’s Shelter, Hope 
House was founded in response to 
the serial murders of women on 
the street in 1997.  Since 2001, it 
has been operated by the Volun-
teers of America (VOA) and is 
dedicated to improving the lives of 
homeless women.  Sister Loretta 
Marie Marceau was one of its early 
champions and supporters. l



“Be witnesses 
      of a different way 
of doing things, 
     of acting, of living!” 
– Pope Francis

2015 is the Year of Consecrated Life
In this Year of 

Consecrated Life we 
invite you to witness 
the ways in which Sisters 
of Providence have been 
waking up the world 
since the religious 
community’s founding 
in 1843 in Montreal, 
Quebec. Learn more 
in a special video on 
the Sisters of Providence 
website (www.
sistersofprovidence.net).  
Providence of God, 
we thank You for all!  l
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I t began the 
first Sunday 
of Advent, 
November 29, 
2014, 
and ends 
February 2, 
2016, 
the World 
Day of 
Consecrated 
Life.


