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Editor’s note:  What an incredible year 2015 was for 
Sister Margarita Hernandez!  On December 6 she 
graduated with a Bachelor of Arts degree with a major 
in pastoral ministry.  On February 9 she became a U.S. 
citizen in a federal courtroom in Spokane.  In the letter
below she offers her thanks to the community:

  her journey in 
                 Providence 

Recent grad Sister Margarita Hernandez reflects on 

Word of thanks

 I want to thank each one of you sisters in our 
community here in the States and abroad. God’s 
Providence is amazing and has been manifested in 
your wonderful support during my school years. Each 
one of you has been very supportive and encouraging. 

I also would like to thank God for my family, 
which has been very influential in my life. My mother 
is not with me anymore, but she was and still is now  
a very strong influence in my education. She always 
said, “I do not have money to inherit you, but I can 
give you an education that nobody can take away 
from you.” She also gave me the courage to trust in 
myself to follow my dreams because everything is 
possible with God’s grace. 

God has been great with me through my family 
and my dear Sisters of Providence. I remember that 
when I was a postulant one of my formators said,  
“We don’t just form nuns, we form women,” and this 
has been my experience in the community. 

Thank you so much to each one of you, Sisters, 
Associates, Companions and Friends. Thank you not 
only for the prayers and support, but also for the 
cards I received from you. 

Providence of God,    
                  I thank you for all. l

D ear Sisters, Associates, Companions 
and Friends, Thank you so much from the bottom 
of my heart. 

January 2, 2002, is a very important date for me. 
That is the day I left my family to join our community. 
Before I joined the Sisters of Providence, I always 
thought that I would be a psychologist. However, God 
had a different plan for me. This year, I finished my BA 
in Catholic Leadership (Pastoral Ministry) and 
graduated from the University of Incarnate Word  
and the Mexican-American Catholic College. I have 
learned a lot from both of these universities, but our 
community has been my best school. 

“G od has made this a joyful day!  
I have received a very significant blessing - my 
American citizenship!” Those were Sister Suzette 
Bautista’s words to the sisters after taking the oath of 
citizenship on November 3 in Spokane. “To the Sisters 
who came, as well as to those who have sent greetings, 
prayers and support, I want to say ‘thank you’.   
I have felt so much love and care which I will forever 
remember. Provident God, I thank You for all! l

Sr. Margarita 
Hernandez became 
a U.S. citizen in a 
ceremony presided 
over by U.S. 
Magistrate John T. 
Rodgers and then 
gathered to celebrate 
with friends.

Sr. Suzette is surrounded 
by friends as she becomes 
a U.S. citizen.
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Sister Suzette Bautista      
    takes the oath as a U.S. citizen



f

Father-Doctor Stan Malnar, PA, 
wears a clerical collar in one role 
and a stethoscope draped over his 
shoulders in the other.  In February 
he retired from his position at 
Sacred Heart Medical Center after 
more than 27 years.  God bless, 
Father Stan!

  Briefs

Sister Maureen Newman 
joins Formation Team

Sister Maureen 
Newman has been 
named as a member 
of the Formation 
Team for a three-
year term, ending 
December 31, 2018.  
The announcement 

was made by the provincial superior and 
council in December.  “Maureen brings 
much experience and many gifts of 
having been the formation liaison when 
she was a provincial council member, 
and is able to understand and share 
about the intercultural, intergenera-
tional and international aspects of our 
religious community,” Provincial Supe-
rior Judith Desmarais said.  “We are 
grateful to Maureen for accepting this 
call to formation ministry in our   
religious community.” l

A new face at SJR:   
Sister Dominga Park, OSB

Sister 
Dominga Park, 
OSB, barely speaks 
any English, but 
her smile speaks 
volumes.  She 
came from Daegu, 
Korea, a few 
months ago to study an Intensive 
English language program in prep-
aration for an MBA graduate program 
in the United States.  She has settled 
at St. Joseph Residence, Seattle, for a 
two-year stay.  She currently is spend-
ing 20 hours a week learning to speak 
and write the language, which she 
describes as a very difficult process.  

Studying side by side with 
students from China, Vietnam and 
Colombia, as well as the United 
States, she has gained a little bit of 
understanding, but it is slow going, 
she said.  Learning grammar, writing 
and reading is slowly progressing, 
but speaking and listening with 
understanding is very difficult.  She 
finds her way by repeating or writing 
down a word or a phrase, or by 
looking things up in the dictionary.

Welcome and God bless you on 
this journey, Sister Dominga.  
We wish you well. l

Sister Susanne told the 
fascinating story of Mother Joseph to 
captivated attendees at the celebration 
in Vancouver. Her committed advocacy 
and continued efforts to raise awareness 
about the importance of Providence 
Academy were acknowledged at the 
event, with a plaque presented to 
her by Fort Vancouver National Trust 
President Mike True along with Mike 
Lynch, the son of the late Ed Lynch. 
The elder Lynch had been a friend 
to Sister Susanne, as well as a co-
advocate and financial supporter in the 
trust’s campaign to purchase, and now 
preserve, the prominent brick landmark, 

A “family” reunion

Sister Dorothy Zimny 
celebrates 99 years in 
gathering at SJR

Sister Dorothy Zimny celebrated 
her 99th birthday on January 27 at St. 
Joseph Residence, Seattle, with her 
niece Carol Hamlin from Boise, Idaho, 
and Carol’s husband, Robert.  They 
were joined by someone who is almost 
like family, 101-year-old Gladys 
Pennington, who lives in Seattle.  Carol 
says Gladys had been Dorothy’s best 
friend at the Spokane Children’s Home 
when Dorothy and her siblings Margaret 
and Carol’s father Clement moved 
there after their mother died in the flu 
epidemic of 1918.  Gladys’ daughter 
Jessica brought Gladys to SJR for the 
birthday visit.  What a wonderful reunion!  
Happy birthday, Sister Dorothy! l
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Gladys Pennington (left), a 
childhood friend of Sr. Dorothy 
Zimny, pictured with her niece 
Carol Hamlin, joined in the 
celebration at SJR of Sr. Dorothy’s  
99th birthday.

Sister Susanne Hartung is guest of honor 
at Providence Academy reception

Mike True, 
president of the 
FortVancouver 
National Trust, 
presents a 
plaque to  
Sr. Susanne 
Hartung.

which was designed and built by 
Mother Joseph in 1873. The event 
celebrated the Fort Vancouver 
National Trust’s purchase of 
Providence Academy, which had 
been previously owned by the 

Hidden family. (Lowell Hidden had made 
the bricks for Mother Joseph.) Sister 
Susanne has led over 4,000 Providence 
leaders on pilgrimages to Providence 
Academy over the past ten years. l 

The Fort Vancouver National 
Trust celebrated the anniversary of its 
acquisition of Providence Academy on 
February 11 with a donor appreciation 
reception.  Providence Academy was 
the first foundation established by 
the Sisters of Providence when they 
arrived in the Washington Territory in 
1856.  The honored guest at the donor 
reception was Sister Susanne Hartung, 
who devoted many hours to help 
facilitate the purchase and preservation 
of the building and its grounds in 
Vancouver, Wash.  Many people of 
Providence contributed to the campaign 
to raise funds for the acquisition.  



  

Sister Annette Seubert, chaplain 
at Providence Holy Family Hospital 
in Spokane, retired in mid-February.  
Sister Annette, who has been a Sister of 
Providence for 52 years, will remain in 
Spokane as she refocuses her energies.  

Sister Jo Ann Showalter 
takes LCWR leadership 
position

Provincial 
Councilor Jo Ann 
Showalter has been 
elected chairperson 
of Region 15 of 
the Leadership 
Conference of 

Women Religious (LCWR).  She 
will represent Region 15 on the 
national board of LCWR.  Sister Jo 
Ann follows Provincial Superior 
Judith Desmarais in that position.  
Congratulations, Sister Jo Ann! l

In November, Sister Vilma Franco 
had the wonderful opportunity to 
participate in a retreat and personal 
growth program for a month at the 
Center for Spiritual Exercises (CEFAS) in 
Mixco, Guatemala.  Of that experience, 
she wrote the following:

During this time I lived a deep 
reconciliation with myself through 
God’s forgiveness and transformation 
of my own wounds and scars from 
my early childhood. I am grateful 
to God for this profound experi-
ence because God showed me who 
I am and how He is opening me to 
follow His call. I also experienced the 
challenge to face my own fears and 
to live what he is asking me to do. 

Following my retreat I partici-
pated with the Providence Health 
International (PHI) program in 
Chicaman, Guatemala, where my 
heart was so touched to see the real 
poverty of how the native people live. 
This experience reminds me of my 
roots [in El Salvador], from where I 
have come, because I was poor like 
them. I did not have anything to eat 
like them. Seeing this was very hard 

Remember how everyone 
delighted in Sister Joyce Green’s gifts  
of wit and sparkle as she held down  
the podium at last year’s Provincial 
Chapter?  Her impact did not go un-
noticed.  The December issue of The 
Braille Monitor featured an article about 
her turn as chair of that event.  To read 
it, type this URL in your web browser: 

https://nfb.org/images/nfb/
publications/bm/bm15/bm1511/
bm151108.htm 

Sister Joyce also took the stage  
at the National Federation of the 
Blind convention in Oregon last 
October.  The event at the Seven 

Sister Annette Seubert  
retires from chaplaincy at 
Providence Holy Family 
Hospital, Spokane

Feathers Casino near Roseburg featured 
presentations, panel discussions, exhibits 
and information sharing.  Sister Joyce’s 
contribution was a bead game played 
during the banquet that was a fundraiser 
she introduced a few years ago.

Congrats on 
this moment in 
the spotlight, 
Sister Joyce! l

Sister Joyce Green’s gifts as an emcee are legendary
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She has been serving in chaplaincy 
since 1976.  In addition to serving 
at Providence Holy Family Hospital 
she has been a chaplain at Columbus 
Hospital in Great Falls, Mont., Providence 
Sacred Heart Medical Center in 
Spokane, Wash., and St. Mary Medical 
Center in Walla Walla, Wash.  She 
also served at St. Mary’s for 11 years 
as director of spiritual care and was 
involved in mission integration.

She served on the Leadership Team 
for the religious community for nine 
years and on the Formation team for five 
years. She also spent five months in a 
cross-cultural experience in El Salvador 
as part of her 50th Jubilee celebration.

A retirement celebration was held  
at the hospital on February 11.  l 

http://www.facebook.com/sistersofprovidencemjp  Find us on        
Facebook!

Sr. Vilma Franco is front row, 
second from right, in this photo 
of participants in the retreat 
she attended in Guatemala.

Sr. Joyce Green 
takes the 
podium and 
steals the show.

Sr. Annette 
Seubert is 
congratulated on 
her retirement 
by staff members 
at Providence 
Holy Family 
Hospital.

One of the blessings she experienced 
was participating in a Providence 
Health International program and 
spending time with a family in 
Chicaman, Guatemala.

for me and filled my heart with 
compassion for these people.  What 
gave me hope in our Provident God 
was to see how the project with 
Providence Health International 
is addressing some of their basic 
needs. Our Compassionate God 
is working through the people of 
Providence to let the people know 
that they are not abandoned.  l

Guatemala 
retreat and 
PHI program 
deeply touch 
Sister Vilma 
Franco
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Editor’s note:  For more on 
the Jubilee Year of Mercy, go to the 
Sisters of Providence website at 
http://www.sistersofprovidence.net. 

How does the Year of Mercy play 
out practically?  At St. James Parish 
in Seattle, where Sister Beverly is a 
member, a focus is on the doors, 
“opening wide the doors of mercy,” 
she said, “opening the resources of 
the church and of the world to those 
in need.”  A pamphlet available at 
the cathedral, “The Way of Mercy,” 
offers a pilgrimage within the church 
building “to see how God’s mercy 
is manifested in this place,” she 
added.  “We look at it with new eyes 
so we can see God’s mercy here.” l
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Jubilee Year of Mercy 
December 8, 2015, to November 20, 2016

P ope Francis has  
declared a Jubilee Year of Mercy, 
but just what does that mean?  
Caritas turned to Providence Sister 
Beverly Dunn for some insights.

“This is a personal 
initiative of Pope Francis, 
and the overall approach  
is a shift in tone,” Sister 
Beverly explained. “What’s 
the first thing we say as 
Christians?  We are 
ambassadors, represent-
atives of Jesus Christ,
who came among us to 
proclaim God’s mercy.” 

As such, the Year of Mercy is 
“not a set of rules or a behavioral 
agenda,” Sister Beverly explained. “It 
is a year of favor of the Lord.  This 
is what we want to be for the world.”  
Pope Francis is trying to rally the 
resources of the church to address 
areas where compassion is needed.  

It is first forgive-
ness, “that the  
favor of God is
readily available 
and visible,”  
and second, the 
corporal and 
spiritual works of mercy, 
“the personal and spiritual needs 
of the suffering”. 

(portrayed by Sr. 
Pam White) was 
introduced by Sr. Ida 
Mae Marceau (left) 
at a special birthday 
gathering at Emilie 
Court in Spokane in 
honor of the foundress 
of the Sisters of Prov-
idence.  Sisters shared 

B lessed Emilie Gamelin 

Description of the logo  
from the Vatican website

T he logo and the motto  
together provide a fitting summary of 
what the Jubilee Year is all about. The 
motto Merciful Like the Father (taken 
from the Gospel of Luke, 6:36) serves as 
an invitation to follow the merciful 
example of the Father who asks us not  
to judge or condemn but to forgive and 
to give love and forgiveness without 
measure (cfr. Lk 6:37-38). The logo – the 
work of Jesuit Father Marko I. Rupnik – 
presents a small summa theologiae of the 
theme of mercy. In fact, it represents  
an image quite important to the early 
Church: that of the Son having taken 
upon his shoulders the lost soul 
demonstrating that it is the love of 
Christ that brings to completion the 
mystery of his incarnation culminating 
in redemption. The logo has been 
designed in such a way so as to express 
the profound way in which the Good 
Shepherd touches the flesh of humanity 
and does so with a love with the power to 
change one’s life. One particular feature 
worthy of note is that while the Good 
Shepherd, in his great mercy, takes 
humanity upon himself, his eyes are 
merged with those of man. Christ sees 
with the eyes of Adam, and Adam with 
the eyes of Christ. Every person 
discovers in Christ, the new Adam, one’s 
own humanity and the future that lies 
ahead, contemplating, in his gaze, the 
love of the Father. l

 

Beverly 
Dunn, SP

parts of Blessed Emilie’s story and then a birthday 
cake was shared that bore her likeness.


