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Sister Jessica greets two JWC 
residents at the breakfast.

Grace through            
          Transitions
October 10, 2016

Mission Message
During the first couple of months, we 

worked on self-esteem, safety, calming 
down her physical senses, and helping 
her enjoy bits of life again. After about 
six months, when she was becoming more 
successful in the program, we worked on 
her resume, cover letter and interview 
skills. A professional volunteer came in 
and worked with her on job readiness. 

Once she started sending out her 
resume, she was invited to interview for 
a position with the state. She came to me 
and said she didn’t have anything to wear. 
We went to the free boutique at Jubilee 
and found her a great pair of 
dress shoes and slacks. She 
looked great! A week later she 
went back for a second interview 
and was hired on the spot. She 
had the biggest grin when she 
came back from the interview! 
I helped her complete her new 
employee paperwork, which 
included forms for benefits—the 
first time she had a job that offered them.

Today, she’s still working in this 
position, has graduated from Jubilee’s 
program, and moved into her own 
apartment. At her closing celebration, 
which marked her graduation from 
the program, she thanked all of her 
Sojourner Place “sisters” for their support 
and encouragement and for being her 
family in Seattle—a beautiful ending 
to her time at Jubilee, and a beautiful 
beginning to her new independent life.

Walking with women like this is 
an honor for me. It truly blesses me 
every day. Thank you for letting me 
be the heart and hands of all who 
support Jubilee Women’s Center. l

Editor’s note:
On October 6, Transitions 

hosted People Who Care, its 
annual fundraising event, at  
Red Lion at the Park in Spokane.   
It inspired this Mission Message: 
Grace through Transitions, 
written by Becky Nappi, 
mission integration director for 
Providence Holy Family Hospital 
and Providence Medical Park.

O nce upon a time, Sisters in several religious 
communities thrived here in the Inland Northwest. The Holy Names 
Sisters were teachers with an emphasis on music. The Sisters of 
Saint Francis of Philadelphia ran orphanages and taught at several 
Catholic schools. The Dominican Sisters helped heal urban and rural 
residents in their many hospitals. The Providence Sisters were famous 
for building Spokane’s huge hospital on the hill, Sacred Heart.

The Sisters all wore different habits, and their convents were full, 
especially in the 1950s and 1960s. Beginning in the 1970s, the numbers of 
Sisters in all religious communities here decreased. They stepped out of habits 
and into modern clothes. In the 1980s and ‘90s, the religious communities 
realized they had to change as their reality changed. They hired lay teachers 
and lay hospital administrators and discerned where their call might come 
from next. In 1995, these four communities of Sisters joined forces to create 
Transitions, a nonprofit that focuses on women and children. At the Women’s 
Hearth in downtown Spokane, for example, women living in isolation find 
companionship. Transitions’ other programs provide stable housing for 

single mothers and their children. At the New Leaf Bakery Café, 
women rising from abuse and addiction learn job-ready skills.

Thursday, Transitions hosted its annual fundraising event, 
and Sisters from all four religious communities sat at various 
tables, alongside community members who generously opened 
their pocketbooks. The remaining Sisters are like rock stars to 
those who remember when there were dozens and dozens of 
them running our schools, orphanages, hospitals. Before the 
program started, people shouted out to them – Sister Annette! 
Sister Mary! Sister Celine! Sister Sharon! How are you? 

In these challenging times in health care, the Sisters from these 
four communities role-model a way through the uncertainty. They 
read the signs of the times. They changed. They collaborated. They 
never took their minds or hearts off their desire to meet the unmet 
needs in the communities where they lived. God has richly blessed 
them and those they serve. Thank you, Divine Providence. l
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She and SU student Cindy Pickreign 
spent three weeks in Uganda in August 
to get that project, Empower Your 
Neighbor (EYN) off the ground.  By the 
time they returned to Seattle, they had 
built pigsties, delivered a breeding pair of 
piglets, and provided supplemental feed 
for three months, the startup resources 
need to launch a micro-business raising 
and selling pigs, to three families. 
That, they say, is just the beginning.

The Daughters of Mary is the first 
indigenous religious community of 
women south of the Sahara.  Sister 
Maria is one of the scores of Daughters 
of Mary who have made the journey 
from Uganda to live with the Sisters 
of Providence in Seattle since the early 
1960s while they pursue their educa-
tional goals.  Sisters of Providence 
provide room and board at St. Joseph 
Residence in Seattle, textbooks and 
the support of community life.  The 
Jesuit community at Seattle University 
offers full scholarships for tuition.

Sister Maria and Cindy met in 
the university’s Master of Arts in 
Transformational Leadership Program. 
“That was where we first had the idea 
of helping women in Uganda,” Sister 
Maria explained. “I shared about the 
lives of women in Uganda, the poverty 

and the domestic violence. Cindy 
wanted to know more, so I shared 
more stories about the culture and the 
values, and I told her that the best way 
to help would be to help the girls get an 
education.  That is the key to everything!  

“One of the values of Seattle 
University is you are supposed to use 
your own education to make a change,” 
Sister Maria said.  Together with Cindy, 
co-founder and executive director of 
EYN, and Dave Brooks, an entrepreneur 
with a technology consulting business 
and chief technology officer of EYN, they 
considered a plan to get Internet access 
to the Daughters of Mary convent and 
surrounding schools.  But they could not 
come up with a way to make that self-
sustaining.  “I asked Sister Maria what 
would be sustainable in that area and 
she said, ‘pigs’. That is how the idea of 
the 501 (c)(3) Empower Your Neighbor 
project was conceived,” Cindy recalled.  

“I came up with the name,” Sister 
Maria said.  “These women already 
have skills; they just need support.” 
They are extremely poor subsistence 
farmers who lack the capital to send 
their children to school, buy needed 
medical supplies, diversify their family’s 
diet and stand up against domestic 
violence.  Pigs have many offspring 
and can be bred or sold at just 6 
months of age.  The resulting capital 
can fundamentally change a family’s 
situation over the long term, including 
sending girls to school in a culture 
that gives priority to educating boys.

“Once we came up with the idea 
in a Social Entrepreneurship class, it 
got more and more real as we further 
developed the business plan,” Cindy 
said. Sister Maria stressed the impor-
tance of going to see the women they 
were going to help, to learn how they 
live and to hear their stories.  “We went 
to Uganda and it was up and running.”

With the gracious assistance of 
the Daughters of Mary community in 
Bwanda, Sister Maria and Cindy were 
able to make evening visits to five villages 
where they asked women what kind 
of lives they wanted for their children, 
whether they wanted them to go to 
school and if they knew how to raise pigs. 
“Everybody knows how to raise pigs; 
they just don’t have startup capital!” 
Sister Maria recalled with a laugh.  “One 
woman said, ‘I don’t think I can do this.’ 
I told her, ‘Don’t miss this chance!’”

With assistance from the Daughters 
of Mary, Sister Maria and Cindy selected 
the first three families to participate and 
got them started.  The pigsties they built 
using local contractors had cement floors 
and drainage to collect waste for fertil-
izing.  One mother commented that the 

Empower Your Neighbor

Daughter of Mary’s passion 

H er passionate concern 
for the plight of the poorest women in 
her native Southern Uganda, shared with 
fellow students at Seattle University, has 
birthed a project that is dear to the heart 
of Sister Maria Gorreth Nassali, DM.
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   leads SU students to create 
project in Uganda

tOne of the Ugandan families 
featured on the EYN website includes 
Florence (kneeling on the left), who 
has taken in two women (standing 
in the back row) as well as their 
children.  They are pictured with 
Sister Maria Gorreth Nassali, DM, 
(left) and Cindy Pickreign. The 
two young mothers had left their 
husbands because they were being 
physically abused and had nowhere 
else to go.  They work when they 
can find jobs in the Bwanda banana 
plantations.  The children range 
from 3 months to 13 years of age.

Sister Maria and Cindy delivered 
piglets to the first pigsty they 
had built for EYN’s very first 
family, Nassolo Noeline and her 
children, ages 4 to 12. q



pigsty looked nicer than her house.  The 
children in the first family were delighted 
with the piglets and their mother was 
extremely happy, Sister Maria said. 
“She said, ‘I have nothing to give you, 
but I will pray for you every day.’”

Daughters of Mary Superior General 
Noelina Namusoke has identified two 
sisters in Uganda who will visit the 
families periodically to check on care of 
the piglets and to collect pictures and 
stories from other families.  Another 
18 families have been identified who 
want to be next.  You can learn more 
about the project and see photos and 
videos taken in Uganda on the EYN 
website (www.EmpowerYourNeighbor.
org) and on its Facebook page (www.
facebook.com/EmpowerYourNeighbor).

The EYN founders want to link 
donors committed to ending global 
poverty with a project allowing them to 
help the poorest of the poor by choosing 
a specific gift, as well as the recipient of 
their generosity.  EYN has developed the 
website to introduce potential donors 
to these women by sharing their photos 
and personal stories.  “Donors can 
choose to donate towards the purchase 
of piglets, a pigsty and/or supplemental 
pig feed,” Cindy said. Posting follow-
up photos and stories on the website 
will allow donors to see the direct 
impact of their gifts and the difference 
they have made in the lives of these 
Ugandan women and their children.

Others in the university community 
are excited about the project and have 
lent a hand, including Sue Oliver, 
executive director of the Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship Center at the Albers 
School of Business and Economics, who 
served as a mentor. The project has 
been awarded the Jones Progress Award 
through the Albers School of Business.  
The award provides four mentors to 
work with the students on the project 
for six months. If they meet established 

milestones at the end of that six months, 
Cindy said they will be awarded $10,000.  

Sister Maria has a bachelor’s degree 
in mathematics from Seattle University’s 
College of Science and Engineering, and 
a master’s degree in transformational 
leadership from its School of Theology 
and Ministry. She is working toward 
a doctorate in educational leadership.  
Cindy, who has bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees in computer science from 
Western Washington University, has 
worked in technology for more than 
20 years. She is now in a post master’s 
certificate program in transforming spiri-
tuality.  Cindy was able to use severance 
pay from a voluntary job layoff as some 
of the initial seed money for EYN.

Asked if she is lonely or homesick, her 
reply was instantaneous: “How can I be 
lonely?  I am with my sister here,” 
pointing to Sister Maria.

Sister Paskazia came to Seattle 
prepared with advice from some of 
the other Daughters of Mary who 
have shared this experience, including 
General Superior Noelina and Sisters 
Kate, Jane Frances, Antony and 
Immaculate.  “They told me to confide 
with the sisters and to focus,” she said.

Welcome, Sister Paskazia!  We 
are so happy to have you here. l

The three EYN founders are 
dreaming big.  “We want to form 
strategic partnerships with churches 
and other groups that will help tell 
our story,” Cindy said.  “I’ve seen the 
difference that education played in 
Sister Maria’s life and the impact was 
life changing.” Daughters of Mary 
educated through the collaboration 
between Sisters of Providence and 
Seattle University have returned to 
their country to take leadership roles in 
their religious community and to run 
schools, hospitals and other facilities.

“We started EYN with families 
in Sister Maria’s village, with women 
who are extremely poor and can 
barely feed their families,” Cindy said.  
“It washed over me how arbitrary 
the access to opportunity is.” 

By the way, EYN did succeed in 
bringing the Internet to the Daughters 
of Mary convent, after all.  The 
equipment they had sent ahead, hoping 
it would be working before the founders 
arrived, required some back and forth 
with vendors before a wireless network 
could be established. It incurs data 
charges like a cell phone plan does, and a 
wireless network tower would be prefer-
able, but it’s a beginning.  Sister Maria 
was determined, Cindy said. “Sister 
Maria stood behind people and said, 
‘You can’t go home until it works’.”  It 
is that drive and passion that planted 
the seed for Empower Your Neighbor 
and that will help ensure its success. l
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t Daughters 
of Mary Sisters 
Sylvia Nangonzi 
(left) and Imelda 
Nabadda greet 
another family 
group excited 
about Empower 
Your Neighbor.

A new face at SJR

Another Daughter of Mary 
         joins the St. Joseph Residence family

I n the tradition of dozens 
of Daughters of Mary before her, Sister 
Paskazia Nakitende moved into St. 
Joseph Residence in Seattle on 
September 18 to begin studies at Seattle 
University.  She has a lovely smile and a 
beautiful name that means she was born 
on Easter.  

Sister Paskazia, a newly professed 
sister of three years, hit the ground 
running, arriving on a Sunday and 
accompanying Sister Maria Gorreth 
Nassali to the campus on Monday to 
register for the fall quarter.  Two days 
later she was on a bus from West Seattle, 
ready to begin classes.

Her transition includes adjusting to 
differences in climate, customs, culture 
and the idioms of language in the United 
States, but she’s rapidly finding her way.  

Sister Paskazia 
Nakitende 



Georgette Bayless, SP
(Sister Mary Joan)

Sister Georgette Bayless, 
age 94, a Sister of Providence 
for 71 years, died September 
25 at St. Joseph Residence, 
Seattle. 

She was born February 14, 
1922, to Joseph Bayless and 
Amelie Mathe, in San Jose, 
Calif., the fourth youngest of 

seven children.  Her father worked as a lineman 
for the Southern Pacific Railway.  Georgette 
attended Saint Patrick’s grade school and 
Notre Dame high school.  After attending San 
Jose State College as a pre-nursing student, in 
1941 she began studies at Providence School 
of Nursing in Oakland, Calif.  In 1944 she was 
selected as a cadet nurse for the U.S. Naval 
Hospital in Seattle.  

In 1953 Sister Georgette received a Bachelor 
of Science degree in nursing from Seattle Uni-
versity, and in 1962 she earned a Master of 
Science degree in nursing/education from Cath-
olic University of America, Washington, DC.  

She entered the Sisters of Providence in 
November 1944 in Seattle and became a novice 
on May 18, 1945.  She professed first vows 
on February 28, 1947, and received the name 
Sister Mary Joan.  She professed final vows on 
February 28, 1950.  

Sister Georgette began her ministry 
as a nursing supervisor in 1947 at St. 
Elizabeth Hospital (aka Providence Yakima 
Medical Center) in Yakima, Wash. She also 
held positions through 1960 in Oregon at 
Providence Portland Medical Center and St. 
Mary Hospital, Astoria; and in Washington 
at Providence Hospital, Everett, and St. Mary 
Hospital in Walla Walla.  

From 1962 to 1973 Sister Georgette held 
several nursing administration positions in 
Oregon at Providence Portland Medical Center, 
St. Vincent Medical Center, and Providence 
Medford Medical Center; and at St. Patrick 
Hospital School of Nursing in Missoula, Mont.  

From late 1973 to 1990, she was a director 
and associate of pastoral care in Washington 
at Providence Hospital, Everett, and St. Peter 
Hospital, in Olympia; and at St. Joseph Medical 
Center, Burbank, Calif.  From 1990 to 1994, 
Sister Georgette was mission coordinator in 
Washington at Providence Toppenish Hospital 
and Providence Yakima Medical Center.  In 
Everett, she founded Providence Hospice 
& Home Care of Snohomish County and 
Providence Hospital’s Sexual Assault Center.  

In January 1995, she retired and began 
volunteer ministry as a board member of 
numerous organizations.  She co-founded the 
Yakima Literacy Coalition.

Sister Georgette was the honored recipient 
of various awards for her leadership and service 
in numerous communities, for example: The 
Seattle Post Intelligencer’s Jefferson Award for 
her exemplary commitment in health care; and 

recognition by the Everett Police Department 
Chaplains Bureau for “the many lives that were 
assisted by your unselfish and caring ways”.

In 2007, Sister Georgette moved to St. 
Joseph Residence, Seattle, where she enjoyed 
her new vocation of “being with the elderly” 
and enjoying life together.  Her favorite 
pastimes were watercolor painting and sharing 
cherished time with her sisters, family and 
friends. 

Sister Georgette was preceded in death by 
her parents, brothers Joseph and Louis, and 
sister Claire Veneables.  She is survived by her 
brother Richard, of San Jose, Calif.; sisters 
Marguerite Byerton, of Sacramento, Calif., 
and Elizabeth Johnstone, of Visalia, Calif.; 
sister-in-law Marge Bayless, of Phoenix, Ariz.; 
cousins and several nieces and nephews.    

Vigil Service was held October 3 and the 
Funeral Mass was celebrated October 4, both 
at St. Joseph Residence, Seattle.  Burial was at 
Calvary Cemetery, Seattle, following the Mass 
and reception.  Bonney-Watson Funeral Home 
was in charge of arrangements.

Memorial contributions may be made to 
the Sisters of Providence Retirement Fund, 
1801 Lind Avenue SW, #9016, Renton, WA  
98057-9016. l

Dorothy Klingele, SP
(Sister Mary Borgia)

Sister Dorothy 
Klingele, age 90, a Sister 
of Providence for 64 
years, died October 15 
at St. Joseph Residence, 
Seattle.

Dorothy Klingele 
was born December 6, 

1925, to Joseph Klingele and Agnes Chott, 
the first of three sisters, in Yakima, Wash.  
Dorothy attended grade school at St. Paul’s 
Catholic School, and high school at St. Joseph 
Academy, where she graduated in 1943 
and was awarded a two-year scholarship to 
Providence College of Great Falls, Mont.   

In 1945 Dorothy transferred to Seattle 
University (aka Seattle College), where 
she received a Bachelor of Science degree 
in chemistry in 1947 and an internship at 
Providence Hospital, Seattle, in 1948. In 1949 
she became a registered medical technologist 
and received a Bachelor of Science degree in 
medical technology from Seattle University.  
She received a Master of Science degree in 
research-biochemistry in 1963, and a Ph.D. 
in biology (genetics) in 1968, both from the 
University of Notre Dame, Ind.  In 1969 she 
served as post-doctoral resident in human 
genetics at Sacred Heart Hospital in Spokane, 
Wash., and in 1975 she was awarded a post-
doctoral fellowship in medical genetics from 
the University of Oregon Medical School, 
Portland.

Dorothy entered the Sisters of Providence 
in July 1951 in Seattle.  She became a novice 
in January 1952, professed first vows in July 
1953, and also received the name Sister Mary 
Borgia.  She professed final vows in July 1956.  

Sister Dorothy began her ministry as 
a medical technology researcher in 1953 
at Providence St. Vincent Medical Center 
(aka St. Vincent Hospital), Portland, Ore. 

From 1969 to 1972 she did research at Children’s 
Hospital, Philadelphia, Penn., and then held various 
positions through 1975 in Washington at Sacred 
Heart Medical Center, Spokane, and Providence 
Heights, Issaquah, Wash.; and in Oregon at Oregon 
Health Sciences (aka University of Oregon Medical 
School), Portland.  

At Fort Wright College in Spokane, Sister 
Dorothy held management positions in 1976, and 
from 1977 to 1980 she was a professor of genetics 
and bio-chemistry.  Beginning in 1981, she had 
numerous roles in administration, planning, data 
analysis and mission leadership at Providence 
Regional Medical Center (aka Providence Hospital) 
in Everett, Wash.  

In 1983 Sister Dorothy helped establish the 
Community Health Referral Center, organized the 
Board of Directors in 1984 and served as president, 
vice-president, treasurer and secretary during 
her nine-year tenure.  She also served on several 
councils and boards:  Snohomish County Council 
on Aging (1983-1989); City of Everett’s Senior 
Center Executive Advisory Board (1984-1990); and 
as a member of the Board of Providence Hospital, 
Everett (1985-1994).

Sister Dorothy published numerous medical 
science articles and received honors, including 
having her name being listed in the ‘Who’s Who in 
American Women’ and ‘American Men and Women 
of Science’ journals as a renowned publisher.

In December 2007, Sister Dorothy retired 
and moved to St. Joseph Residence.  Some of 
her pastimes had been photography, hiking and 
traveling.  While at St. Joseph Residence, she 
enjoyed her favorite hobbies which were reading, 
music, church choir and sharing cherished time 
with Sisters of Providence, family and friends. 

Sister Dorothy is preceded in death by 
her parents and sisters Barbara Magladry and 
Catherine Carroll.  She is survived by her brother-
in-law Edward Carroll, of Yakima, Wash.; and nieces 
and nephews.  

Vigil Service was held October 23 and Funeral 
Mass was celebrated October 24, both at St. Joseph 
Residence. Burial was at Calvary Cemetery, Seattle, 
following the Mass and reception.  Bonney-Watson 
Funeral Home was in charge of arrangements.

Memorial contributions may be made to the 
Sisters of Providence Retirement Fund, 1801 Lind 
Avenue SW, #9016, Renton, WA  98057-9016. l
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Rest in 
      Peace

P LEASE REMEMBER        
  
 
 IN PRAYER

T
David Hauser, brother of Patricia 

Hauser, SP, died July 15 in Hawaii.  
Libby Hauser, sister-in-law of 

Patricia Hauser, SP, died July 27 in 
Hawaii.

Nadine Rae (Nelson) Thilagaraj, 
daughter of Frances Bosch Nelson, PA, 
died September 13 in Denver, Colo.

Supremo Bautista, father of Suzette 
Bautista, SP, died September 17 in 
Tuguegarao City, Cagayan, Philippines.


