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Dear Friends of Providence:

W ho could have imagined

160 years ago that the black-robed
woman leading four others dressed
just like her as they arrived from
Montreal to the wilderness of the
Washington Territory would still
be remembered and talked about
throughout the West today?

The legacy of Mother Joseph of the Sacred Heart is much greater than the more
than 30 hospitals, schools and homes for the orphans, the elderly and the sick that
she founded in Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Montana and British Columbia.
Her legacy is the ministries carried on by the hundreds of Sisters of Providence
who have followed in her footsteps through the years.
Today, Mother Joseph Province encompasses Washington, Oregon, Montana,
Idaho, California, El Salvador and The Philippines. Its 123 sisters are the daughters
of Mother Joseph, inspired by the extraordinary compassion, creativity, skill, vision
and deep faith that impelled her and her sister companions to fill the unmet needs of
God’s people on the frontier. We are carrying on that legacy by collaborating with Providence Associates,
Providence Companions and hundreds of lay people who share the sisters’ commitment to reaching out to
the poor and the vulnerable through education, parish ministry, health care, community service and support,
housing, prison ministry, pastoral care, spiritual direction and retreats, and foreign missions.
Certainly, our historical mission still resonates and the needs are just as great
today. That is why the sisters want you to know that your help and support continues
to be vital to the success of our ministries. When you give to the Sisters of Providence,
you are giving to your family, friends and neighbors, and you become an answer to
their prayers.
You choose how you want to give:
• For women and children in need
• To provide scholarships for young people in El Salvador
• To help provide education and support to new sisters
• Area of greatest need

In addition, your gift may be made in memory or in honor of someone special.

Your gift is tax-deductible as allowed by law.
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JoAnne Streich, sister of Eileen
Norris, PA, died September 18 in
Springfield, Minn.
Roberto LaFramboise, brother of
Beatrice LaFramboise, SP, died
October 2 in San Salvador.
Eddie Tyllia, husband of Mary Tyllia,
PA, died October 8 in Spokane, Wash.
Mary Frances Lentz, aunt of
Clare Lentz, SP, died October 19 in
Yakima, Wash.
Paolo Vasquez, brother of Lucy Vasquez,
SP, died November 1 in the Philippines.
Dave Hartung, brother of Susanne
Hartung, SP, died November 2 in
Portland, Ore.

You may give in three ways:
• By using the donation envelope in this issue of Caritas
• By mailing a check payable to the Sisters of Providence to:
Sisters of Providence, Development Oﬃce, 1801 Lind Ave. SW, #9016,
Renton, WA 98057-9016
• By going to the Sisters of Providence website to make an online
donation using a credit card (www.sistersofprovidence.net)

A

s we mark the last 160 years of our presence in the West,
we invite you to celebrate with us by renewing your commitment
and support to the ministries and the mission we hold dear.

Providence of God, we thank you for all!
Gratefully in Providence,

Judith Desmarais, SP
Provincial Superior
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Briefs
Welcome to 8
new Providence
Associates!

N

ew Providence Associates
were welcomed in three regions
recently. These are caring women
and men who desire to share the
mission and spirituality of Providence.
They are adults of all ages and are
single, married, widowed or divorced,
and come from various ethnic,
educational and faith traditions.

Susan Parrott, PA;
Mardella Lower, PA; and
Lisa Ebmeyer Wolf, PA

Susan
Denison, PA

Fran
Nelson, PA

The newest Providence Associates are: Fran Nelson, Walla Walla,
Wash.; Mardella Lower, Susan
Parrott, Lisa Ebmeyer Wolf and Susan
Denison, all of Anchorage, Alaska;
and Josephine “Josie” Michael,
Dan Vi Nguyen and Patricia (Lee)
Taylor, all of Portland/Vancouver.
You will find more about the
Providence Associate movement,
which is international, on the
Sisters of Providence website
(www.sistersofprovidence.net). l
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Father Jon Buﬃngton
(right) celebrates with (from
left) Dan Vi Nguyen, PA;
Patricia Taylor, PA; Josephine
Michael, PA; and Geri Ann
Johnson, PA liaison

Sister Beverly Dunn works with
service mission team in Guatemala.

Sister Beverly Dunn goes
to Guatemala with PHI

S

ister Beverly Dunn joined a
service mission team through Providence Health International (PHI) in
September in a weeklong project to
develop infrastructure in Guatemala.
Sister Beverly’s team completed a water
infrastructure project in the community
of Pajuil, part of PHI’s commitment to
bringing clean water to Chicamàn.
Why is this needed? PHI reports
that most communities have no access
to water resources (no plumbing or
piped water, lakes, rivers, etc.) As a
result, most families have to walk long
distances to get water. They collect
rain water, which is easily contaminated, in buckets or tanks that cannot
be adequately sealed. It also is very
difficult to collect enough rain water
for everyday or long-term use.
PHI has made a commitment to
water access, water safety and sanitation in Chicamàn. A number of Sisters
of Providence
have been part
of those efforts.
Following
her time in
Guatemala, Sister
Bev went to El
Salvador to visit
the sisters there
and to observe
their mission. l

Sister Bev explores
the countryside.

New president installed at University of Great Falls

On October 6, Dr. Anthony

Aretz was missioned and installed
as the ninth president of the University of Great Falls (MT) in a Mass of
thanksgiving celebrated in the University Chapel by Great Falls-Billings
Bishop Michael Warfel. Providence
Ministries sponsors Barbara Savage
and Sisters Juliana Casey, IHM, Anita
Butler, SP, and Barbara Schamber, SP,
conducted the missioning. Among
the more than 400 guests in attendance were state and local dignitaries in addition to Sisters Lucille
Dean and Mary Hawkins, who had
spent a year at UGF as interim
president and vice president of
mission integration, respectively.
One of the highlights of the Mass
was the bishop’s use of a chalice
crafted by Sister Mary Trinitas Morin
for the Jubilee of Mother Berenice,
former Superior General. The chalice
currently is kept in the Emilie Gamelin
Museum at the Providence International Centre in Montreal. Provincial
Superior Judith Desmarais transported it to the university for this
occasion at the request of Father
Oliver Doyle, UGF vice president
of mission integration. Dr. Aretz
also was presented with a handwrought, silver president’s medallion
minted by Sister Mary Trinitas.

Dr. Aretz has been in education
and administration for more than
30 years and came to UGF from
Cincinnati, where he was president
of Mount St. Joseph University.
Providence of God, we thank you
for all! l

A chalice crafted by Sister
Mary Trinitas Morin and
a hand-wrought, silver
president’s medallion she
minted were featured in
the installation ceremony.

Pictured are (front row from left): Providence Ministries sponsors
Barbara Schamber, SP, Juliana Casey, IHM, Anita Butler, SP, and
Barbara Savage; and (back row from left) Jack Mudd, retired
Providence Health & Services (PH&S) mission leader; Deborah
Burton, RN, Ph.D., PH&S vice president and chief nursing oﬃcer;
Dr. Anthony Aretz, newly installed president of the University of
Great Falls; and Rod Hochman, M.D., PH&S president and CEO.
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Refugee Women’s Alliance (ReWA) annual gala

S

isters of Providence hosted a
table at the Refugee Women’s Alliance
annual gala at the Seattle Westin Hotel on
September 23. Sisters attending included
(back row from left) Lenora Donovan,
Charlotte Van Dyke and Charlene
Hudon, and (seated in front) Sister
Eileen Walsh, OP-T. They were joined by
parishioners from Guadalupe Parish.
For more than 30 years, ReWA has
helped refugee and immigrant families
and individuals thrive in the Puget Sound
area. ReWA advocates for social justice,
public policy changes, and equal access
to services while respecting cultural
values and the right to self-determination. For more information, go to the
organization’s website (www.rewa.org). l

Find us on
Facebook!

Enjoying the gala are (standing from left) Providence Sisters
Lenora Donovan, Charlotte Van Dyke and Charlene Hudon,
and (seated in front) Sister Eileen Walsh, OP-T.

http://www.facebook.com/sistersofprovidencemjp
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Building Bridges – Not Walls

School of the
Americas Watch
vigil and border
convergence
16

M

embers of the Sisters of
Providence Peace Community and
friends were among thousands
who converged in Nogales, on
the border between Arizona and
Mexico, October 7-10. Their
message still calls for closing the
School of the Americas, as it has
done in years past, but it also called
for the building of bridges, not
walls, and an end to the militarization of the border. Participants
included Sisters Maureen Newman
and Charlene Hudon, and Kay
Van Stralen and Jane Mayer.
This is how they stated their
reason for going to the border:

New novice in Edmonton

We are going to take a stand for
justice, and we are going to change the
culture of militarism, as we demand a
fundamental change in U.S. policies that
goes beyond elections. Come out and
amplify the demands of the convergence:
• An end to the destructive U.S.
military, economic and political
interventions in the Americas.
• De-militarization of the borders.
We need to build bridges with our
neighbors, not walls.
• The dismantling of the racist and
sexist systems that steal from, criminalize
and kill migrants, refugees, natives, gender
non-conforming people, communities of
color and others throughout the hemisphere.
• Respect, dignity, justice and selfdetermination for all communities,
especially the poor and most vulnerable
• No more profits over people! Private
military, prison, oil, mining and other corporations should not determine our future
or that of the earth; the people should. l

!

Pictured from left are Sister Charlene Hudon, Kay Van
Stralen, Sister Maureen Newman and Jane Mayer.

Sister Mary Truong
enters Sisters of
Providence novitiate

O

n August 15, Feast of the
Assumption, Mary Thuy Loan Truong
entered the novitiate of the Sisters of
Providence in a joyful ceremony held
at Providence Centre in Edmonton,
Alberta. Mary’s mother, Tuoi Pham
from Calgary, was able to join in the
ceremony. Sister Gloria Keylor, Holy
Angels Province provincial superior,
received Sister Mary and presented
her with the Constitutions and Rules,
as well as the SP community pin.
Sister Mary will take classes
in sacred scripture at Newman
Theological College. She also will
volunteer at Mother Teresa School
in the inner city and at the Marian
Centre, a soup kitchen and clothing
depot that serves the poor. l

Sister Mary is pictured with (left)
Sister Celia Chappell, director of the
Bi-Province Novitiate in Spokane,
Wash., and Sister Germaine
Chalifoux (right), Sister Mary’s
director during her time of novitiate.

