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poor and vulnerable. She had a great 
sense of humor, was an accomplished card 
player, and a successful and dedicated 
fisher woman. Anyone who spent time 
with Sister Peter Claver was impacted 
by her down-home Montana presence.  

This key will be a reminder for 
all Providence Health Care leaders 
and caregivers to live and serve 
the Providence mission and values 
in our community, as Sister Peter 
Claver so aptly modeled for us.

We are grateful to the Spokane 
Public Library Foundation and the 
City of Spokane for bestowing this 
prestigious honor upon Sister Peter 
Claver Thomas as a 2017 Inductee 
into the Citizen Hall of Fame.

Also honored at the breakfast 
was Rich Hadley, former president and 
CEO of Greater Spokane Incorporated 
for more than 20 years, who received 
the Elson S. Floyd Community Impact 
Award.  Other inductees to the Spokane 
Citizen Hall of Fame were named in 
the categories of Arts and Letters, 
Economic Development and Business, 
Education, Innovation and Leadership, 
Public Service and Philanthropy, and 
Science, Health and Medicine. l
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p A key to the City of Spokane 
was presented along with 
induction into the Spokane 
Citizen Hall of Fame.

t Among the Providence folks who 
attended the Spokane Citizen Hall of 
Fame breakfast to applaud the honor for 
Sister Peter Claver were (from left) Ann 
Hurst, Providence Health Care (PHC) 
Chief Officer: Mission Integration; former 
Sacred Heart Medical Center board 
member Paul Redmond; Sister Rosalie 
Locati, Sacred Heart Sister Resource: 
Mission Heritage; Elaine Couture, PHC 
Regional Chief Executive; Greg Hamad 
and his wife Leslye, Sister Peter Claver’s 
niece; Tim Thomas, Sister Peter Claver’s 
nephew; and Sisters Dorothy Byrne, 
Barbara Schamber and Jo Ann Showalter.



M y name 
is Marita Nolasco 
Capili, SP, and I am 
a member of the 
Congregation of the 
Sisters of Providence. 
I have been on mission 
in El Salvador for the last two years 
and am serving as the President and 
Administrator of the Providence Beca 
(Scholarship) Program in the Bajo Lempa 
region of the department of Usulután.  
The primary mission/ministry of the 
Association of the Sisters of Providence 
in El Salvador is to support and facili-
tate the education and formation of 
youth and young adults through the 
Providence Scholarship Program.  

It was very providential for me to 
attend, as an observer, the 55th Session 
of the United Nations Commission for 
Social Development, which took place in 
New York City on February 1-10, 2017. 
My gratitude to the leadership team of 
Mother Joseph Province of the Sisters 
of Providence.  I was captivated with 
the theme; “Strategies for eradicating 
poverty to achieve sustainable develop-
ment for all”, and intrigued as well as 
inspired learning about the 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development. The big 
question mark in my mind was: “How 
could it be possible to achieve the 17 
goals to eradicate all forms of poverty by 
2030, especially the immense challenges 
that our world is facing today?” 

I came to New York with a lot 
of questions and with curiosity and 
openness to learn something new. 
Stepping into the United Nations 
building for the first time, I felt privi-
leged to be surrounded by people from 
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Editor’s note:
Sister Marita Capili spent some time away 

from her busy ministry as president/adminis-
trator of the Providence Scholarship Program 
in El Salvador to experience a session of 
the United Nations Commission for Social 
Development in New York City last February.  
Her reflection of that experience follows.

A reflection

Sister Marita Capili                    
  attends 
UN Commission for 
       Social Development

different countries and cultures. The UN 
is a home for all nations and a place of 
dreams and hopes and global solidarity. 
I listened to the open exchange and the 
dialogue of ideas expressed by repre-
sentatives from different countries, all 
of them speaking about their progress 
and their challenges, the root causes of 
their poverty and their action plans.  As 
I listened, I saw and experienced a global 
hope, especially for those people who 
are “on the ground”, face to face with the 
reality of different forms of poverty. 

So, what did I take home from 
this experience? I brought home with 
me the “Good News”; the manifesta-
tion of the body of Christ. I also shared 
my experience with those around me 
and I acknowledged and encouraged 
them in their vital contribution to 
the United Nations’ 2030 Agenda. 

At our monthly Beca (Scholarship) 
meeting, I shared my experience 
from the United Nations with our 80 
students and facilitated a dialogue 
with them on the theme of the UN 
session I attended. I found a video on 
YouTube in Spanish about the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development, 
which helped me to convey the 
message and urgency of this global 
movement to these Salvadoran youth. 

In our scholarship program, each 
student participates in a community 
service project such as protecting 
the environment, pastoral ministry, 
sports activities with the children, 
tutoring children with their reading 
and writing, and giving service alpha-
betization classes to the elderly as 
well as offering them other services.

As we looked together at the 
United Nations strategies for eradicat-
ing poverty and achieving sustainable 
development, we could recognize our 
sharing in this UN agenda with our Amor 
Solidario (Love in Solidarity) projects 
of the Providence Beca Program.

My time at the United Nations also 
helped me to become more aware of the 
importance of collecting, evaluating and 
sharing data on our social and economic 
realities.  This data enables us to interpret 
the signs of our times and the needs 
of our brothers and sisters. Good data 
collection, evaluation and sharing of the 
evaluated data is an important tool that 
can help us to identify who and why some 
are being left behind and then strategize 
how to reach those left furthest behind. In 
the beginning, I commented that the 17 
Sustainable Development Goals are very 
ambitious, but at the end of my time in 
New York, I realized that we can be very 
ambitious in collaborating with God’s 
vision for humanity and all of creation. 
We can do all the possible things and let 
our Provident God do the impossible.

What’s the next step for me? With 
the help of my Providence community, 
I would like to continue to be involved 
with the Sustainable Development Goals 
of the United Nations and UNANIMA 
International.  First, I would apply for an 
internship with UNANIMA. I believe it 
will help me broaden my knowledge and 
expand my world view. Second, I would 
begin to get to know the three religious 
congregations based in El Salvador 
that are members of UNANIMA. l

Marita N. Capili
President/Administrator
Providence Scholarship Program

Sr. Marita Capili (front row in orange shirt) 
is pictured with Providence Beca (Scholarship) 
students in El Salvador.



Melissa Van Hall, a staff member and 
coordinator for the associates. Sister Jo 
Ann says they are one of a few examples 
of Providence Associates serving 
outside the boundaries of a province.

Sharon, with 33 years sober and drug 
free, knows what these women are dealing 
with in both ministries.  All the other 
women involved do, too, as graduates of 
the New Beginnings program.  Sharon is 
a born-again Christian ordained by Word 
of Life Church. The multi-faceted New 
Beginnings outreach program began with 
a food bank and clothes closet on eight 
acres of property Sharon owned.  That 
land and a credit card enabled her to grow 
New Beginnings from a singlewide used 
mobile home to a campus with an office, 
a chapel, eight homes, and three dormi-
tories. A few years ago, New Beginnings 
had become too busy to keep up with 
the food bank and the clothes closet, so 
another organization has taken on that 
ministry and it continues to grow, as well.  

Like New Beginnings, New Life 
started with a mobile home behind 
Sharon’s home and can house a maximum 
of eight women.  One child also lives 
there with her mother now.  “One woman 
was pretty much on the street, living in 
a motel for a week and with no money 
or place to go,” Sharon said.  “Another 
was trying to get a job and get on her 
feet.  All of them wanted to get closer 
to or learn more about the Lord.” 

New Beginnings is a great resource 
for women seeking employment, as well.  
“People call here to hire women because 
they know we will transport them back 
and forth to work and they know they 
will be at work on time,” Sharon said. 
Both ministries are nonprofit organiza-
tions that depend on donations, cash 
or in-kind, to support the programs.  
Proceeds from a thrift store operated 
by New Beginnings also helps.

Sharon says Scripture, specifi-
cally Isaiah 58, Verses 1-14, led her 
to open New Life.  “That’s the reason: 
to bring in homeless women free 
from drugs and alcohol.  They can’t 
be put in with women on drugs and 
alcohol; they need to be separated,” she 
explained.  “These women need shelter 
and to learn life skills.  They need the 
yoke of impoverishment broken off 
of them and to get a true relationship 
with the Lord Jesus Christ.  It’s then 
they can walk in the freedom that 
Jesus paid the price for.  They learn 
to provide for themselves, with God’s 
help, and gain a new life in Christ.”

New Life’s board members are 
seven Providence Associates who live in 
Martin.  Melissa, who has been sober 
and drug-free for five and a half years, 
entered the New Beginnings program 
in August 2011.  “I was an IV user; 
you name it, I did it,” she said.  “But 
I knew I had a pull from the Lord.”  
She was working in the kitchen and 
doing service work and then became 
a caseworker and state-certified drug 
and alcohol counselor.  “I work with 
the women on a daily basis.  There is 
no other place that I have ever been in 
my entire life where I know the Lord is 
ever present.  He’s here if they want it.  
If they don’t want it, He’s still here.”

Both Melissa and Sharon treasure 
the involvement of the Sisters of 
Providence in the programs in Martin.  
“The sisters are a huge part of the 
ministry and definitely of New Life,” 
Sharon said.  “They have been an 
example from the beginning,” with 
emails and prayer requests going 
both ways.  “We don’t see the sisters 
often, but when we do, it’s like we’ve 
seen them yesterday.  It’s an ever-
growing relationship.  We are distant 
in miles, but so close in heart.” l
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In an Amor Solidario 
project, “love in action in 
solidarity with others”, 
scholarship students place 
a trash can where people 
wash clothes and bathe.

Homeless women and their 
children find a clean, safe 
environment at the New Life 
shelter in Martin, Georgia.

       lead to   

New Life

c

PA Region in Georgia

New 

Beginnings       

N ew Beginnings Ministry, 
operated by Providence Associates 
in Martin, Georgia, offers a safe, 
loving, Christian environment for 
women overcoming drug and alcohol 
addictions.  In March, it began a new 
ministry called New Life, a shelter for 
homeless women, and for women with 
children. New Life offers them a clean 
and safe environment to learn life skills, 
come out of abusive situations, find 
jobs, and develop a new way of life.  

The director and founder of both 
ministries is Sharon Thompson, PA, 
the sister of Provincial Councilor Jo 
Ann Showalter.  Sharon and four other 
women who founded New Beginnings 
became Providence Associates in 2006, 
when New Beginnings already was 
seven years old.  Providence Associates 
Miriam Clark, Kendra Deiss, Karen 
Fedro and the late Donna Reece were 
the other founding members of the 
Georgia region.  Since then, they’ve 
been joined by seven others, including 



able to do that,” she said. “Those were 
very satisfying, very nourishing times 
for me.” She retired in 1995 but volun-
teered at Mount St. Vincent, Seattle, as a 
Eucharistic minister and sacristan.  Her 
ministry is prayer and presence at her 
home at St. Joseph Residence, Seattle.

Mary Fox, SP
(Sister Kathryn Ann)

Sister Mary Fox 
was born in Vancouver, 
Wash., the oldest 
of three children 
in a German/Irish 
family. An aunt and a 
cousin were Sisters of 
Providence. Inspired by her teachers at 
Providence Academy, she entered the 
religious community in 1946 at Mount 
St. Vincent, Seattle. Slated to become 
a teacher, instead her first ministry 
was as assistant bookkeeper at the 
old St. Vincent Hospital in Portland, 
Ore. Years later she had the oppor-
tunity to teach as a novitiate officer 
in charge of the pantry, the sisters’ 
refectory and the sewing room.  

She worked on the switchboard 
at Providence Heights in Issaquah, 
Wash., for five years and then began 
her favorite ministry, 18 years as school 
secretary at St. Joseph Elementary 
School in Vancouver. Next she spent 
12 years as secretary to the director 
of volunteers and in the gift shop at 
Providence Portland Medical Center. 
She retired in 2002 and volunteered 
at St. Joseph Parish in Vancouver.  In 
2012 she was the last sister to leave 
Vancouver since Mother Joseph 
arrived there in 1856.  Today she 
resides at St. Joseph Residence, Seattle, 
where she is a sacristan and serves 
on the Alms Committee. “Every day 
is joyful being with the sisters here,” 
she said. “The past is past and I’m 
looking forward to the future.”   

Elizabeth “Liz” Gress, SP
(Sister Rose Monica)

Born in White 
Bluffs, Wash., Sister 
Elizabeth Gress grew 
up in Richland and 
Grandview.  She 
first met the Sisters 
of Providence at St. 
Joseph Academy 
in Sprague, Wash., and entered the 
novitiate at Mount St. Vincent in 
Seattle in 1946. Her first ministry was 
a kindergarten classroom at St. Gerard 
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Nine Sisters of Providence will mark 25, 50, 60, 70 and 
80 years of religious life at 10:30 a.m. Saturday, September 9, 
at Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish, 7000 35th Ave. SW, Seattle. 
Rev. John R. Walmesley will be the celebrant for the liturgy, 
which will be followed by a reception in the parish hall.

patient and family at their last moments 
on earth,” she said. Sister Germaine 
retired in 1992.  Today she lives at 
St. Joseph Residence, Seattle, where 
her ministry is prayer and presence.

       70 years
Maryann Bochsler, SP
(Sister Mary Carmelita)

Sister Maryann 
Bochsler was born 
on a farm in St. Paul, 
Ore., and grew up in 
rural Mount Angel, 
Ore. After gradua-
tion from St. Joseph 
Hospital School of 
Nursing in Vancouver, Wash., she 
entered the Sisters of Providence in 
1947. She worked in nursing service 
in “practically every hospital in Sacred 
Heart Province, from Walla Walla to 
Burbank,” except for Alaska.  She was 
a housekeeping maid, nurse, nursing 
supervisor, assistant administrator, 
patient visitor, pastoral care chaplain 
and nursing in-service teacher.

In 1975 she was hired to establish a 
pastoral care department at Mount St. 
Vincent in Seattle. “I always wanted to be 
at the bedside, and in pastoral care I was 

   2017 Jubilee 

Nine Sisters       
    of Providence        
    mark 25 to 80   
               years of 
        religious life

      80 years
Germaine Chabot, SP
(Sister Germaine of the Seven Dolors)

Born in French-
speaking Clarence 
Creek, Ontario, Sister 
Germaine Chabot met 
the Sisters of Providence 
at her summer job at 
Sacred Heart Hospital 
in Hull, Quebec, and 
entered the religious community in 
1937.  After graduation from St. Joseph 
School of Nursing in Vancouver, Wash., 
she became a registered nurse in 
various Sisters of Providence hospitals, 
including in Seattle and Portland.  She 
also was an administrator/superior at 
St. Peter Hospital, Olympia, Wash., 
Providence Hospital, Seattle, Providence 
Hospital in Everett, Wash., and St. 
Elizabeth Hospital in Yakima, Wash.  

After a brief time at Providence 
Anchorage Hospital in Alaska, she 
enrolled in the clinical pastoral education 
program in Oakland, Calif., and then 
began a pastoral care ministry at 
Providence Portland Medical Center, 
where she would later become a chaplain 
and remain for 41 years. Her favorite 
ministry was to assist the dying in the 
Intensive Care Unit and the Emergency 
Department. “It gave me great satisfac-
tion to be present and pray with the 


