
“Water is important, especially for the 
children who become sick from unclean 
water,” she explained. Support for the wells, 
now three of them, led to tuition support 
for students in nearby schools (at least 33 
students now) and to construction of a 
small clinic. Donations came from Sisters 
of Providence, Providence Associates and 
from friends in Europe, including Rome, 
where she had worked as a secretary.  
Providence General Superior Karin Dufault, 
surrounded by singing and dancing 
children, tried her hand at pumping the 
well when she visited Cameroon in 2013. 
The mayor of the village of Lomié sent his 
thanks and appreciation to the sisters.

Marie-Thérèse said her ministry was 
a very good and satisfying one, and she 
was living with the charism of the sisters 
as a Providence Associate in Italy and 
Cameroon.  “But God was asking me to 
do more, to give my life as a consecrated 
religious with the sisters.” After prayer 
and discernment, she wrote a letter to the 
Sisters of Providence, letting them know 
she was ready to come back.  “The answer 
was positive,” she said with a smile.

 After obtaining an R-1 visa, Marie-
Thérèse moved to Seattle and was received 
as a candidate for the religious community 
in a simple ceremony at St. Joseph 
Residence on May 19. “This time of closer 
relationship with the sisters allows a 
woman to be free to hear at a deeper level 
how God is calling her,” said Provincial 
Superior Judith Desmarais. Marie-Thérèse 
is grateful to be able to concentrate on 
the discernment without having to worry 
about how the projects in Cameroon are 
doing.  “I told the people before I left, ‘God 
Providence has been good to you. Now it’s 
your turn to hold this project.’” She also 
left a brother who knows how to manage 
the work in charge of keeping things going. 
“I’m asking Mother Gamelin to continue 
to take care of my people, because she is 
always an Angel of the Poor,” she added. l  

laws.  Her clear discernment antici-
pated developments in the hospital 
world and her natural vivacity spurred 
her to action to meet them.  She 
was so highly esteemed by hospital 
leaders in the State of Washington 
that she was elected Honorary 
President of the Washington State 
Hospital Association.  She was also 
a co-founder of the Association of 
Western Hospitals.  Besides numerous 
contributions to national and inter-
national hospital and nursing periodi-
cals, conventions, institutes, and 
hospital administration courses, Sister 
John Gabriel was the author of five 
popular books: “Principles of Teaching 
in Schools of Nursing,” “Practical 
Methods of Study,” “Teacher’s Work 
Book,” “Professional Problems,” and 
“Through the Patient’s Eyes.”  This 
latter book received much recognition.  

Responding to news of her 
retirement, Dr. Robin C. Buerki, MD, 
of the University of Pennsylvania, 
noted: “I knew Sister John Gabriel 
for several years and each meeting I 
had with her strengthened my feeling 
that she was one of the most brilliant 
women the hospital field ever had.  
Her sincerity of purpose and vibrant 
personality, as well as her unusual 
mental capacity, made her a most 
powerful force for good in this field.”  

Having given herself completely 
to the Providence mission, Sister 
John Gabriel Ryan died peace-
fully at the Provincial Infirmary 
at Mount St. Vincent, Seattle, 
Washington, on December 25, 1951. 

What an honor to have this 
affordable housing facility named 
Providence John Gabriel House!  
Sister John Gabriel had such a love 
for and took excellent care in working 
with or advocating for quality nursing.  
She would love the inclusion of 
Providence ElderPlace in this facility.    

Congratulations! l

Sister John Gabriel
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tMarie-Thérèse Gnamazo 
helps children at the well in the 
village of Lómie in Cameroon.

qProvincial Superior Judith 
Desmarais welcomes Marie-

Thérèse as 
a candidate 
for the 
Sisters of 
Providence.

B lessed Emilie Gamelin 
brought Marie-Thérèse Gnamazo 
back to the United States from Rome 
and Cameroon to enter the Sisters of 
Providence as a candidate. Since she was 
introduced to the life and legacy of the 
foundress of the religious community 
during a Come & See experience in 2008-
2010, Marie-Thérèse has felt drawn to 
her example and her passion for the 
poor.  “I welcomed the Come & See as a 
time to pray, retreat, and to ask God to 
tell me what he wants me to do to help 
my people,” she explained. “I fell in love 
with the charism, to serve the poor.” 

She became a Providence Associate 
before she went back to Cameroon, taking 
the spirit of Blessed Emilie with her as she 
began projects to help the poor and the 
orphaned. “It was a challenge because I had 
a lot of projects in mind, but no resources,” 
Marie-Thérèse recalled.  “I asked our 
Provident God to take care of that.  I did 
not know where to find the money to do 
it, but I thought of Mother Gamelin and 
her basket. I asked her to put something 
in this basket every time we had a need, 
and I can tell you that our basket was 
never empty.  We received a lot and it 
was, for me, very significant: Providence 
of God – Mother Gamelin’s presence.”

Marie-Thérèse was in 
communion with God, “talking to 
God like I’m talking to you.”

When she was in Seattle she founded 
an organization called African Solidarity 
in Action.  Once in Cameroon, step by 
step she began helping students and 
asking for help from others. When 
she returned to the home where she 
grew up, she became a blessing to her 
community by providing one of life’s 
most precious gifts: clean water.  It was 
a big job to build a well 70 to 80 meters 
deep, but the result was well worth the 
effort to the 2,000 people who use it.  

d

Candidate from Cameroon 
                inspired by Blessed Emilie Gamelin



construction trades to low-income youth 
who also are working on their GED.”

The VIPs who attended the ground-
breaking were a testament to the 
complexity of the project and its signifi-
cance.  Spokane City Councilwoman 
Karen Stratton and State Rep. Marcus 
Riccelli, D-Spokane, were among those 
who wielded the shovels.  Sisters 
representing the sponsoring commu-
nities also took a turn at symbolically 
breaking ground on the site at 3128 
North Hemlock in the northwest 
Audubon Downriver neighborhood.  
Refreshments for the gathering were 
provided by New Leaf Bakery Café, a 
Transitions job training program that 
offers women education, hands-on work 
experience and supportive services.

The $6.2 million Home Yards 
Cottages project is expected to be 
completed by late summer or early fall of 
2018.  Participants from a focus group 
suggested unique services that will be 
incorporated, including continuation 
of the existing community garden, a 
service animal run and two playgrounds.

The Home Yard Cottages

Transitions breaks ground on 
        24 cottages for the homeless in Spokane

The groundbreaking ceremony 
ended with an impassioned plea 
for compassion for all by David 
Browneagle, a member of the Spokane 
Tribe who gave a blessing.  His prayer 
included the words: “Allow us to 
stand tall amongst the people, and 
if we see somebody down, extend 
our hand and help them up.” l
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qAttendees viewed the site of the 
cottages and enjoyed treats from the 
New Leaf Bakery Café.

tSisters from Transitions’ 
four sponsoring 
communities of women 
religious participate 
in the groundbreaking 
for The Home Yard 
Cottages in Spokane. 

pThis is an architectural rendering of 
the 24 cottages Transitions is building 
for homeless women and children.

“A t the end of the day, 
we all get to go home. Home.  
It’s a place of relief, recovery, recalibra-
tion and respite, safety and comfort 
and it is deserved by all.  But in 
Spokane, each day 1,300 people have 
no place to call home. Transitions 
is working to change that.”

Edie Rice-Sauer, Transitions 
executive director, was speaking August 
8 at the groundbreaking for The Home 
Yard Cottages, which will provide 24 
homes for formerly homeless individu-
als and families living below the poverty 
line and coping with physical and mental 
disabilities.  Transitions is an intercom-
munity ministry whose sponsors are 
four communities of women religious, 
including the Sisters of Providence.  
Its focus is on ending poverty and 
homelessness for women and children.  
Access to affordable housing is key.

“The project is unique,” Edie 
explained.  “It’s an infill project, reducing 
sprawl.  Fifteen of the units are energy 
efficient, net zero units meaning they 
produce as much energy as they use.  
We’ve used the city’s cottage housing 
ordinance, which allows for greater 
density.  They’re not tiny homes, but 
are not bigger than 1,000 square feet.  
Many of the decisions we have made 
about the design were impacted directly 
from our participants.  They informed 
us what works and what doesn’t and we 
listened!  And lastly, we hope to address 
the severe shortage of trained workers 
in the construction field by partner-
ing with YouthBuild, a program of ESD 
101 that provides job training in the 
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Jubilee Women’s Center’s 
holistic program wouldn’t be what 
it is without its care managers. The 
onsite staff in Seattle meets regularly 
with residents, and some alumnae, to 
help them overcome barriers, build 
resiliency, and maintain long-term 
stability. Care managers are the “guides 
from the side” who help each woman 
make a plan and stay on track toward 
a fulfilling and self-sustaining future.

Jessica Taylor, SP, MFTAL - Resident 
Care Administrator & Care Manager

“I make sure the Jubilee 
community runs smoothly—that 
residents get the care they need and 

care managers have the resources 
they need to provide for the residents. 
What I like most is that I get to 
work with wonderful women who 
are trying to transform their lives. 
These women touch my heart.”

Care Managers: 
The Heart 
          of Jubilee 
Women’s Center

We embrace being an 
international, intergenerational, 

intercultural congregation.

Sisters of Providence
Mother Joseph Province

www.sistersofprovidence.net
www.facebook.com/sistersofprovidencemjp

Karen Hawkins, SP Elizabeth Cole, SP
Vocation Director Vocation Office Manager
Seattle, WA Spokane, WA
(206) 661-5925 (509) 474-2323
karen.hawkins@providence.org  vocations@providence.org

Carol Rozumalski, MSW, MEd - 
Occupancy Administrator & Care Manager

“I take care of the business-oriented 
aspects of Jubilee, including applica-
tions, leases, and reporting program 
outcomes, as well as care management. 
My role is to provide a structured 
process so the women can focus on the 
more important aspects of why they 
are here. I like to say: Care managers 
are not in the driver’s seat; we are 
like the GPS on the dashboard.”

Dannette Allen, MATS - Care Manager*
“My role is to accompany each 

resident on her journey to gain stability 
in health, housing, and community 
connections. I provide emotional and 
spiritual support and encouragement, 
and identify resources and tools needed 
to achieve goals. I have been in human 
services for 30 years and find it an honor 
to help those whom I serve to heal, see 
their beauty, and achieve their goals.”

Jozy Gessner - Employment Specialist 
& Care Manager

“I specialize in connecting women 
with job training and employment 
opportunities. The goal of my care 
management is to meet the women 
where they are now in their journey, and 
to cultivate the trust and support for 
them to rise above their circumstances. 
The most meaningful part of my work 
is watching a woman find her own voice 
and reclaim agency over her life.”

Learn more about Jubilee 
Women’s Center, which includes the 
former Sojourner Place ministry founded 
by the Sisters of Providence, at the 
website: www.jwcenter.org. l

*not pictured

13

Jubilee Women’s Center care managers pictured are 
(from left) Jessica Taylor, SP, Carol Rozumalski and
 Jozy Gessner.



Germaine Chabot, SP
(Sister Germaine of the 
Seven Dolors)

Sister Germaine 
Chabot, age 98, a 
Sister of Providence 
for 80 years, died 
July 4 at St. Joseph 
Residence, Seattle.  

Germaine Laura 
Chabot was born 
January 17, 1919, to 
Charles and Zelema 
(Barbeau) Chabot 
in Clarence Creek, Ontario, Canada.  She was 
raised in a strong Catholic family with a French 
education and was the sixth of nine children. 

Germaine entered the Sisters of Providence 
in November 1936 in Montreal, Quebec, and 
became a novice in May 1937.  In November 
1938 she professed first vows and received the 
name Sister Germaine of Seven Dolors. She 
professed final vows in November 1942.  

Following her first profession she was 
missioned to Sacred Heart Province in 
Washington State, where she worked for three 
years in the dietary unit at Mount St. Vincent, 
Seattle.  From 1941 to 1944 she was a staff 
assistant at Providence Medford Medical Center 
in Oregon, and at St. Patrick High School, Walla 
Walla, Washington, where she graduated in 
June 1944.  She entered nurses’ training at St. 
Joseph Hospital in Vancouver, Washington, and 
obtained her nursing certification in August 
1947.  

Sister Germaine’s ministry of 45 years was 
in nursing and administration in numerous 
institutions. From 1947 to 1955 she was a nurse 
in Oregon, at Providence St. Vincent Medical 
Center in Portland; and in Washington, at St. 
Joseph Hospital, Vancouver, Providence Medical 
Center (St. Elizabeth Hospital), Yakima, and 
Providence Hospital, Everett.  From 1955 to 
1967 she continued her health-care ministry 

as an administrator-superior in Washington, 
at St. Peter Hospital, Olympia, Providence 
Medical Center, Seattle, Providence Hospital, 
Everett, and St. Elizabeth Hospital, Yakima.  
On August 6, 1965, she was formally accepted 
into the American College of Hospital 
Administrators, in San Francisco.

From September 1967 to August 1992, 
Sister Germaine ministered in pastoral care 
at Providence Hospital, Anchorage, Alaska, 
and at Providence Portland Medical Center, 
Oregon, where she was also a member of 
the hospital’s administrative council.  While 
in Portland, she took the opportunity to 
complete the Clinical Pastoral Education 
program in Oakland, California, in 1980.  
Subsequently, she received certification as 
a member of the National Association of 
Catholic Chaplains.

In 1978 Sister Germaine had the oppor-
tunity to take a cultural trip to Italy, Egypt, 
Greece and the Holy Land, which was an 
enriching and spiritual experience. 

Some of Sister Germaine’s hobbies were 
listening to music, art, calligraphy, sewing, 
knitting afghans and sweaters, walking, 
cooking and “especially rendering service 
to others.”  In September 1992 she retired 
in Portland, Oregon, at Providence Medical 
Center Convent, and in September 2006 
she moved to St. Joseph Residence, Seattle, 

Maryann Benoit, SP
(Sister Valerie)

Sister Maryann 
Benoit, age 94, a 
Sister of Providence 
for 72 years, died May 
9 at Swedish First 
Hill Medical Center, 
Seattle.  

Anna Mary 
(Maryann) Benoit 
was born April 27, 
1923, to Frederick and Anna Kathryn (Heiser) 
Benoit, in Yakima, Washington.  She was 
the third youngest of 12 children.  Maryann 
graduated from St. Joseph Academy in Yakima 
in 1940 and then entered the Sisters of 
Providence in July 1940 at Mount St. Vincent, 
Seattle, and became a novice in January 
1941.  In July of 1942 she professed first vows 
and received the name Sister Valerie.  She 
professed final vows in July 1945.  

In 1953 she earned a bachelor’s degree 
from the College of Great Falls, Montana, 
and in 1963 she received a master’s degree in 
English from the University of Notre Dame, 
Indiana.  Sister Maryann had numerous 
educational opportunities over the years, 
which included attending the University 
of San Francisco, Gonzaga University and 
the University of Washington. She also 
studied Spanish at Centro Intercultural de 
Documentacion in Cuernavaca, Mexico. 
In 1984 and 1986 she taught an intensive 
English as a Second Language (ESL) program 
for the International Educational System (IES) 
in Tokyo, Japan, then subsequently served as 
advisor to Japanese college students.  While 
in Japan she received the IES Distinguished 
Educator Award.  She also received teaching 
certificates in elementary and secondary 
education from the states of Washington and 
Montana.

Sister Maryann’s ministry of 50 years was 
teaching in numerous institutions from 1942 
to 1992.  Her teaching assignments were, in 
Washington:  Sacred Heart School, Tacoma; St. 
Patrick Grade School and St. Patrick Catholic 
High School, Walla Walla; St. Catherine 
School, Seattle; Providence Academy, 
Vancouver; St. Michael School, Olympia; and 
St. Joseph Academy, Yakima; in California: 
Providence High School, Burbank; and in 
Montana:  Sacred Heart Academy, Missoula; 
and Central Catholic High School, Great Falls, 
and at the University of Great Falls.  

From 1973 to 1992, Sister Maryann was a 
professor teaching English at the University of 
Great Falls.  In February 2000 she received the 
University of Great Falls Alumni Association 
Award for her outstanding leadership, profes-
sional achievements and scholarly work.  In 
1993 she retired from teaching and began 

volunteer work in Great Falls as a professional 
mentor for writers, editing books and articles 
for publication and as a tutor advocating for 
economically challenged individuals.   

Some of Sister Maryann’s hobbies were 
traveling, reading, doing crossword puzzles, 
corresponding with many friends and family, 
and exploring modern technology.  In February 
2015, she moved from Great Falls to St. Joseph 
Residence, Seattle, where she enjoyed and 
cherished spending time with family, friends 
and her sisters in community.  

Sister Maryann is preceded in death by her 
parents, six brothers and three sisters.  She 
is survived by two brothers, James Benoit 
and Larry Benoit (Waldene) of Yakima, and 
numerous nieces and nephews.  

Vigil Service was held May 14, and the 
Funeral Mass was celebrated May 15, both at 
St. Joseph Residence, Seattle.  Burial followed 
at Calvary Cemetery, Seattle.  Bonney Watson 
Funeral Home was in charge of arrangements. 

Memorial contributions may be made to 
the Sisters of Providence Retirement Fund, 
1801 Lind Avenue SW, #9016, Renton, WA 
98057-9016.  l

Rest in Peace 

P LEASE 
REMEMBER
    IN PRAYER
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Eda Keith, mother of Phyllis 
Silva-Keith, PA, died May 21 
in Seattle.

Tom Bochsler, brother of  
Maryann Bochsler, SP, died 
June 3 in Stayton, Oregon.

Louis Bossini, uncle of Rosalie 
Locati, SP, died June 27 in 
Walla Walla, Washington.

Patricia Johnson, mother of 
Frank Rouzan, PA, died July 22 
in New Orleans, Louisiana.

Joan Wales, OP, died July 27 
in Seattle.


